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Cattle buying station at Long
Prairie Packing opened Oct. 4

Grapes to goblet

PHOTO BY ELIZABETH HOAG

PHOTO BY MARK KLAPHAKE

Dar Giess, of Pierz, leaves with his check after bringing in two beef
cows to Long Prairie Packing Oct. 3 in Long Prairie. Giess was a part
of a trial run of the new cattle buying station before it opened Oct.
4.

Unload times should significantly improve
BY MARK KLAPHAKE | STAFF WRITER

LONG PRAIRIE—The wait is over.
The long anticipated new cattle buying station at Long
Prairie Packing and American Foods Group opened Oct. 4 in
Long Prairie.
Two drive-through lanes for quicker and easier unloading are the highlight for the many farmers who bring their
cattle to LPP.
“We think the improved unloading design and increased
stafng will virtually eliminate wait times,” said Dan Rentschler, vice president of cattle procurement for American
Foods Group. “We’re really focusing on improved customer
service with drastic improvements in wait time.”

Northern Hollow
Winery awarded
governor’s cup
BY ELIZABETH HOAG
STAFF WRITER

FOLEY — Bushels of green
and red grapes dangle from vines
at Northern Hollow Winery
in Pine City. Jim and Deanna
Truehart, of Foley, have owned
and operated the winery since
2014. At their 120-acre business
they pick, process and age their
wine while hosting events for the
public to attend.
Northern Hollow Winery
was awarded with the Minnesota
Governor’s Cup for the second
year in a row at the 2018
International
Cold
Climate

“It feels good to have
the recognition,” Jim said. “Each
year can vary. Next year, our
yield might not turn out as well
as years past.”
Deanna agreed.
“It all depends on our yield,”
she said. “There are so many
variables, but it’s gratifying
when we have a successful year.”
Northern Hollow Winery
dates back 15 years to when Jim
rst tried his hand at winemaking
with a small kit.
“I made a raspberry wine
and it sucked,” said Jim, a former
truck driver. “Driving on the
road, I had a lot of time to think,
and I wasn’t content with the fact
my wine didn’t turn out.”

Knowing truck driving was
not the life he wanted, Jim began
researching, burying his nose in
books and reading online articles
to master the art of wine making
“There is a lot of chemistry
in making wine,” Jim said.
A year later, Deanna bough
Jim his rst basket press.
“When we rst started
making wine there were a handfu
of wineries in the state,” Deanna
said. “We had wine tastings in
our backyard and offered wine
at my mother’s open house every
fall.”
By 2009, the Trueharts were
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RARE FIND! Wow!

2018 NH model 1225 Rake
Center kicker wheels, 1-side
raking, less than 500 acres - $13,900

FLUEGGE’S AG
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Jim and Deanna Truehart hold
Wine Conference in August. bottles of wine from Northern
The business’s white wine, La Hollow Winery Oct. 15 in Duelm
Crescent (2017) brought the The couple opened their business
in 2015.
accolade.

ROD FLUEGGE “the boss”
Farm Material Handling Specialist
2040 Mahogany St., Mora, MN
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Trueharts
from front

sending wine into amateur
competitions and winning
bronze, silver and gold
medals.
Deciding
their
winemaking talents could
sustain itself as a business,
the couple began the
entrepreneurship in 2014.
“We became licensed
in 2014,” Jim said. “We
opened
our
vineyard
in 2015 and named it
Northern Hollow Winery
because we’re located up
north and in a low spot.”
The couple also bought
111 acres in Brook Park
where they grow a portion
of their grapes.
“Between the two
locations we have about
ve acres of vines which
we pick ourselves and with
the help from Deanna’s
parents, Ray and Barb
Dreyer,” Jim said. “We also
have harvest volunteers
and our children – Scott,
Abby, and Levi – help pick
our yields.”
The Trueharts’ season
starts long before harvest.
“We start pruning
before the snow melts,”
Deanna
said.
“When
spring comes, we are busy
fertilizing.”
As
each
season
progresses the couple has
to look for diseases, insects
and weather.
“We really have to
watch out for the May frost
and increased rainfall,”

PHOTOS SUBMITTED

Northern Hollow Winery’s Frontenac Blanc is showcased
at the winery in Pine City April 12. The wine is the winery’s
driest white with a light, citrus flavor.

Jim said. “Within the
last couple of years, we
have been struggling
with the spotted winged
drosophila.”
Problems are detected
early as the vines take an
ample amount of hands-on
labor. “We continuously
prune and leaf pick as
a ripening technique,”
Deanna said. “Vines can
get up to 10-14 feet so
we have to hedge them.

We start picking grapes in
September after Labor Day
until the second week of
October.”
The vineyard contains
Brianna, Frontenac Blanc,
Gris, Marquet, Itasca,
Prairie Star, La Crescent,
St. Pépin and Sabrevois
grapes. The Trueharts
pick grapes off of the vine
trunk and cordons, which
contain about 60 buds or
two clusters of grapes on

one vine.
“Last year we had an
abundance of grapes,” Jim
said. “By August of this
year, it seemed like all
our grapes ripened at the
same time. Normally we
have time in between each
variety. It was madness.
We couldn’t pick fast
enough.”
With nine varieties
of grapes, the couple can
create and process 16
different wines.
“White wines are a
lengthier process,” Jim
said.
After picking the
grapes, they are crushed in
a stemmer, which breaks
open the skins. The juice
and skins, which is called
must, goes into a press.
“The juice goes into
a 160- to 260-gallon
stainless
steel
tank
immediately afterward and
ferments for two weeks
to a month,” Jim said. “It
is chilled slowly ... before
being ltered and bottled.”
The process of making
red wine is different.
“Our red grapes are
crushed in the destemmer,”
Jim said. “The juice is then
pumped into top open vats

and ferments in 80-90
degrees which enhances
the color.”
After nearly two weeks
the juice is transferred into
barrels for aging. The wine
ages for a minimum of one
year.
“We process about
5,000 gallons of wine each
year,” Jim said. “We make
fruit wines by blending
and mixing together our
varieties of wine. The
voyager is a blend of four
of our wines.”
The winery has won
about 30 medals within the
past four years.
“We were given the
governor’s cup two years in
a row for our La Crescent
wine which has also won
best of show,” Deanna
said. “Our Brianna was
awarded best in class at
the 2017 Indy International
Wine Competition.”
Northern
Hollow
Winery product is sold at
more than 80 venues and
retail outlets.
“Our real goal is to
have more people try
Minnesota wines,” Jim
said. “We don’t use any
California grapes. Our
wines taste nothing like

California wines, they’re
fruitier
and
sweete
because of the higher acid
and our reds are not high in
tannins.”
The Truehart’s winery
is one of eight businesses
part of the East Central Craf
Beverage Trail. The winery
which is open to the public
at scheduled hours, offers
side attractions including
peacock and pheasan
pens, pottery items, music
private classes and parties
and art festivals.
“We have an upcoming
wine, cheese, chocolate
bread and fudge pairing
Oct. 27,” Deanna said. “We
also have our holiday open
house Nov. 17 and 18.”
From picking grapes to
bottling wine, the Trueharts
are
busy
year-round
operating the winery while
sharing their passion with
others.
“We
are
looking
forward to next year’s
yield,” Jim said. “We enjoy
what we do because we ge
to provide others with a
tasty beverage that we pu
so much labor into.”

PROFESSIONAL DESIGN. REASONABLE RATES.

EFFECTIVE
DRAINAGE

Deanna Truehart harvests grapes from the Northern Hollow Winery’s vineyard in Pine
City. Truehart and her husband began making wine out of their home in 2003.

per
¢
80 foot
PRICES STARTING AT:

FOR 4 INCH TILE

Price includes design, survey, material & installation. Prices are subject to prices of material, depth and quantity.

Wrapper on the Market

Bill Pasche, Sales & Design
Cell: 320-293-6951
bill@agtechdrainage.com

Gene Mensen, Sales
Cell: 320-429-1036

gene@agtechdrainage.com

brad@agtechdrainage.com

HELP WANTED
FULL-TIME POSITIONS

LABORERS, OPERATORS &
POSSIBLE LEAD POSITION
To apply, download an application at
www.agtechdrainage.com or call 320.351.4872

sam@agtechdrainage.com

Mark Machart, Sales
Cell: 320-429-4633

mark@agtechdrainage.com

Making Quality Hay Wrapping Affordable
•
•
•
•

Round & square bales
Up to 4 bales per minute
Remote control
Honda engine

• Self-propelled drive • Large storage compartment
• Electronic sensors
• Web reverse
• Remote steering
• Night lights

ALDRICH TRACTOR
• 218-445-5430
HWY. 10 • VERNDALE, MN

www.aldrichtractor.com

BA42-JW

Brad Herickhoff, Owner
Office: 320-351-4872
Cell: 320-293-0882

S
Sam
Lange, Sales & Site Manager
Cell: 320-232-3102
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Get Your Cattle In Shape!
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PHOTO BY MARK KLAPHAKE

Dan Rentschler (left), of American Foods Group, and an employee unload the first load of cattle at the new buying
station in Long Prairie. A hydraulic floor is one of the unique features of the station.

Long
Prairie
from front

Previously on busy
days farmers might have
to wait up to three hours
to drop off their cattle.
Many of the semis would
get rst option to unload
before the farmers who
arrived with cattle trailers.
“It took me about
two hours and 20 minutes to get unloaded
about two weeks ago,”
Dar Giess said. “There
was a fella in front of
me, kind of an elderly
gentleman, and he was
talking about this facility and how he’s looking
forward to it because it’s
going to save him a lot
of time. He hauls cattle
in for a lot of dairy farmers. He was pretty excited about it. There will be
a lot of happy producers
when they learn about

this new facility.”
Giess raises beef cattle near Pierz.
The new facility
holds up to 450 animals.
It has over a dozen pens,
60-inch fans on one
end for animal comfort,
heavily textured oors,
steel sides and in-oor
heat. Another perk is the
hydraulic oors that will
raise to the bottom of the
trailers to ensure easy
and safe unloading.
“The buying station
will focus on farmers
with stock trailers, but
we can denitely accommodate unloading of all
types of trucks,” Rentschler said.
In addition to dramatically faster unloading times, farmers will
also be able to pick up
their check at the pay
window shortly after
dropping off their cattle.
The cattle will unload and walk through
a series of gates, one of
which is a scale, to speed
the payment process

along.
“The ability to do
it ve days a week,
get your check and go
home is the other thing,”
Giess. “It’s as competitive of anywhere you
can go with your cattle.
We’re very fortunate to
have this facility close to
home where we can do
this ve days a week.”
Cattle meant to be
harvested will be walked
to the adjacent plant.
Animals that are brought
to other locations will be
walked through a simple
elevated spiral walk and
on to trailers.
“LPP is a cow and
bull harvesting facility,”
Rentschler said. “In addition to lean cows and
bulls, the buying station
will receive fed cows
and fed dairy steers that
we can harvest at our
Wisconsin and Nebraska
facilities.”
LPP has the processing capacity to receive
2,000 head each day.
“The process is go-

ing to be amazing and
will expedite the time
tremendously,”
Giess
said. “I think it offers the
local dairy and beef producers the ability to get
cattle in and out of here
pretty quickly. Long
Prairie Packing is going
to see a big increase in
the number of cows being offered to them locally.”

16623 Ironwood RD NE, Oak Park, MN
Store hours: M-F 8 to 5 & Sat 8 to 12

Serving Your Seed,
Application, Fertilizer,
Precision, and
AgChem Needs.
Stop in or give us a call
for more information!

Helena Agri-Enterprises, LLC
16250 HWY 10 NW
Royalton, MN
(320) 584-5520

and
Discover the versatility metal
s
durability of Metal Sale ls
roof and wall pane

BUILDIN
RELATIONSHGIP
S
WITH
HOMETOWN
SERVICE

If it’s time to cover your home, barn,
shed, utility building or any other
project, metal panels are the durable
and sustainable choice.

Classic
Clas
Cl
assiic Ri
as
Rib
ib

Pro-Panel II

PHOTO BY MARK KLAPHAKE

Dar Giess pulls into one of the two new unloading lanes at Long Prairie Packing Oct. 3
in Long Prairie.

BA42-1B-BP

BA42-1B-BP

t

Metal Sales Classic Rib and Pro-Panel II
roof and wall panels are available in a
wide selection of ENERGY STAR® listed
w
colors and standard trims.
A 45 year finish warranty makes Classic
Rib and Pr-Panel II Panels a durable and
economical option for just about any
metal roof or wall project.

240 Main Street, Foley, MN 56329
320-968-6291 • www.foleylumber.com

EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITY

Foley Lumber
is looking for a full time
estimator/sales person.
Experience estimating in
the construction industry is
preferred.
Contact

FOLEY LUMBER
or send resumes to

contactus@
foleylumber.com

BUILDING CENTER

BA42-1B-BP
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Apply for Beginning Farmer
Tax Credit by Nov. 1
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of assets can then be applied to the Minnesota income
taxes of the owner of the farm land or agricultural
assets.
Three levels of credits are available: 5 percent of
the lesser of the sale price or fair market value of the
ST. PAUL — The Minnesota Department of agricultural asset up to a maximum of $32,000; 10
Agriculture’s Rural Finance Authority reminds percent of the gross rental income of each of the rst,
beginning farmers to apply by Nov. 1 for the tax credit second and third years of a rental agreement, up to a
for the sale or lease of land, equipment, machinery maximum of $7,000 per year; 15 percent of the cash
equivalent of the gross rental income in each of the
and livestock.
To qualify, the applicant must be a Minnesota rst, second or third year of a share rent agreement, up
resident with the desire to start farming or began to a maximum of $10,000 per year.
The Beginning Farmer Tax Credit is available on
farming within the past 10 years, provide projected
earnings statements, have a net worth less than a rst-come, rst-served basis. Learn more at www.
mda.state.mn.us/bftc.
$816,800
and
Interested farmers
enroll
in
an
should note they
approved nancial
m a n a g e m e n t To qualify, the applicant must be a Minnesota can also apply for a
program. The farmer resident with the desire to start farming or separate tax credit to
cannot be directly began farming within the past 10 years, provide offset the cost of a
related to the person projected earnings statements, have a net worth nancial management
program up to a
from which he or she
is buying or renting less than $816,800 and enroll in an approved maximum of $1,500
financial management program.
per year – for up to
assets. The tax credit
three years.
for the sale or lease

Credit available on first
come, first served basis

University of
MN Extension

problems are not limited
to corn; soybeans should
be watched for similar
issues with lodging and
fungal pathogens on
grain. If possible, harvest
soybean elds in worse
condition rst. While
the goal is to harvest
everything, maximizing
crop quality and yield
should be at the top of
the list when considering
which eld should be
harvested next.
Because the ground
has yet to freeze,
compaction is still going
to be a concern moving
forward.
Increased
compactions may lead to
reduced water inltration,
nutrient uptake by crops,
plant emergence and
populations, and plant
heights all which may
lead to reduced yields next
year and beyond. It seems
weather is going to make
it difcult to wait on eld
conditions to improve,
so attempting to control
surface compaction is
your next best option.
Starting with axle loads,
keeping axle loads to 10
ton or less will help keep
compaction to the top
6-10 inches of soil. Before
operation of equipment,

BA20-tfnB-JW

320-387-2770

FEED & FARM SUPPLY STORE Open M-F 7:30-7, Sat. 7:30-5

Available for bulk deliveries

are created. Do not let
the pressure of needing
to harvest force you into
making unsafe decisions
by working in unsafe
conditions.

Agron. Petro. Feed

PIERZ - GENOLA

Agron./Petro: 320-468-2509
www.pierzcoop.com

BA42-1B-BP

Feed: 320-468-6655
Toll Free: 877-468-6655

Winter Clo�ing Sale!
While Supplies Last!

%
40
off all
winter coats, bibs
& overalls!

Those are some bone chilling savings!

25% Off

all ﬁre extinguishers,
smoke and
Co2 alarms

Propane
Special

With the days getting darker earlier,

we’ve got every kind of
ﬂashlight you can imagine

With a $25 in-store
purchase, get a 20 lb.
propane refill
FOR JUST $6.99!
THAT’S UNREAL!

Starting at

$

1 39

Get your light bulbs and
batteries replaced as
daylight savings ends Nov. 4th.

Still offering ﬁll 3,
get your 4th ﬁll for FREE

We carry ammo for all your
hunting needs.

7RGG¶V7R\ODQG

New items arriving daily!

Shop us often to partake in all the deals.

Gilman Co-op Creamery

FEED & FARM SUPPLY STORE

BA42-1B-BP

BY NATHAN DREWITZ

ensure tires are properly
inated. Check with your
equipment or tire dealer,
or manufacturer for the
proper psi of the tires.
Finally, control trafc
to the same tracks when
possible. Approximately
70 to 90 percent of the
compaction occurs in
the rst pass through the
eld. Every time a piece
of equipment crosses a
new region, the area of
compaction increases. For
more information on soil
compaction and the above
information, refer to the
soil compaction page of
the extension website by
Jodi DeJong-Hughes.
Finally, as the need
and rush to get crops
harvested increases with
each passing day, do not
let safety be the thing that
suffers. A desire to save
a few seconds could lead
to a costly and possibly
life-threatening mistake.
Pay attention to your
equipment and make sure
everything is working
right before getting into
the eld. Make sure to
turn off equipment and
pull the key prior to
exiting and inspecting for
repairs. Also, make sure
all moving parts have
stopped moving prior to
inspecting or performing
any work on equipment.
For operating in wet eld
conditions, cut your speed
enough to remain in
control of your tractor at
all times. If your combine
cannot operate efciently
and correctly in the eld,
performance will be hurt.
This usually leads to
mistakes, and costly and
time-consuming repairs

Gilman Co-op Creamery

(Mounting Available)

We carry all Cenex brand fuel, grease, and oil products
• Taxed Road Gas
• Farm Gas
We also carry
• House Fuel Oil
seasona
enhanced ful el!
• Farm Diesel
• Road Diesel

Water everywhere but not a drop to drink
Rainfall has really
put a damper on harvest
progress throughout the
state. We have been lucky
so far as we seemed to
miss most of the snow
that was seen in southeast
Minnesota. This means
we will only need boats
to get into elds rather
than snow plows. On a
more serious note, let us
refocus on the problems
that will come with wet
eld conditions. Issues
that will be of concern
include: reduced crop
quality,
compaction
and safety. It will be
important to be mindful
of how these issues will
inuence harvest as we
nish the season and
potentially impact next
year’s crop.
Lizabeth
Stahl,
University of Minnesota
Extension
Educator,
shared information in
September
outlining
things to consider for
elds with standing
water. These points are
still a concern as harvest
progresses.
Because
we are at physiological
maturity for most, if not
all, of the corn in the area,
stalk rot and lodging are
a concern. Fields with
stalk rot or lodging issues
in 10 percent or greater
of plant populations
should be targeted rst
for harvest. Standing
water and delayed harvest
may also lead to issues
with moldy corn ears.
Be on the lookout for ear
rot as they may contain
mycotoxins. If the grain
becomes molded, test
for mycotoxins before
feeding the grain. These

TIRES

Skid loader
& Implement

Gilman, MN 320-387-2770

Open M-F 7:30-7, Sat. 7:30-5, Sun. 8:30-1

Good service - fair prices - every day

WWW.GILMANCREAMERY.COM

Hurried
harvest
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After wet conditions this fall, farmers took advantage of the warm and dry
weather Oct. 17-18. Many elds still have standing corn and soybeans.

PHOTO BY NATASHA BARBER

Randy Hackett chops corn stalks on a field in Rice Oct. 17. Hackett farms with his father,
Larry, at Bunker Hill Creek Farm.

PHOTO BY ANNA HINKEMEYER

PHOTO BY ANNA HINKEMEYER
Carolin Pietrzak harvests beans between Rice and Gilman Oct. 18. Bean harvest was
Ron Larson combines corn Oct. 18 near Gilman. Larson said his corn crop is average
delayed for many farmers due to wet field conditions.
compared to other years.

BIG SAVINGS

EQUIPMENT FOR
ALL YOUR NEEDS!

on Crystalyx & Minerals
OCTOBER & NOVEMBER 2018
OCTOBER: $7 Discount per Barrel
NOVEMBER: $5 Discount per Barrel

$60 per ton Discount Stockmaster® & Min-Tech Minerals

Fall Rental • Fall Sales
Fall Service • Fall Parts

Register to win 1 of 3 100 Thielen Meat Certiﬁcates!

$

8’, 9’ & 10’ AG-BAGGER RENTALS
Call Lastrup or Little Rock Location
ALL SIZES
OF NET
WRAP AND
TWINE

BA42-1B-JW

WOLLER
EQUIPMENT, INC.

ORDER FEED FROM OUR WEBSITE:

320-573-2341 • www.wollerequipment.com
1 Mile NE of Upsala on Hwy. 238

WWW.SUNRISEAGCOOP.COM

CALL US IF YOU’RE INTERESTED IN SHIPPING
YOUR MILK TO FIRST DISTRICT ASSN.
9361 Creamery Road, Buckman • 468-6433
Hwy. 27, Lastrup • 468-2543
Hwy. 25, Little Rock • 584-5147
14395 Hwy. 25, Pierz • 468-2168

BA42-1B-BP

Contact Josh Today!

5 units to rent. We also
have ag bags and
bunker covers IN STOCK!

