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“For the VISION is for the days yet to come.” Daniel 10:14

As we continue to move into
2019, there are many voices that will
seek our attention. Not all of them
will be of equal value in the enhancement of our mental and spiritual lives. Here is a story, perhaps
familiar to you, which reminds us to
keep a clear perspective about
where discover meaning in our daily
lives. It is a tale about “The Stonecutter.”

Men and animals became weary,
and plants withered under the powerful rays of the sun. As he looked at
the sky, the new king realized that
the sun was more powerful than any
earthly ruler.

Once upon a time, a stonecutter
lived all alone. Though he had acquired great skills, he was very poor.
He lived in a tiny bamboo hut and
wore tattered clothing. One day as
the stonecutter worked with his hammer and chisel upon a huge stone,
he heard a crowd gathering along
the streets. By their shouts he could
tell that the king was coming to visit
his humble village. Joining in the
procession, the stonecutter gazed at
the king, who was dressed in marvelous silk, and was greeted by his
subjects.

The stonecutter relished his new
role as the sun. He gloried in the
power he felt as he surveyed the
kingdoms below. As he sent his
bright rays to earth, he watched
kings and princes hide under their
parasols. He could see powerful
warriors became weak under his
gaze. Even the crops in the field
were under his command.

“Oh, how I wish I had the power
and glory of the king,” he thought.
“He has soldiers at his command.
There is no one more powerful.”
His cry was heard in the heavens, and immediately the humble
stonecutter was transformed into a
powerful king. He found himself riding on a great horse, waving at the
crowds of people who had flocked to
see him. “This is power,” he thought.
As the summer progressed, however, the new king watched the effects of the heat upon his people.

“How I wish I were as powerful as
that,” he thought. “I wish I were the
sun.” Immediately his wish was
granted.

Then one day a tiny cloud moved
over the land, shielding the earth
from the sun’s bright rays. Seeing
that here was something more powerful, he thought, “I want very much
to be a cloud.” Again, his wish was
granted. Now he blocked the sun’s
rays and felt important. He gathered
all his strength, becoming a gigantic
cloud, and began to pour down rain
on the earth. Rivers formed where
previously there were none and water flooded the streets of the cities
and the farmland. Everything –
trees, animals, and people –
seemed to be awed by this power.
Only the massive rocks were unmoved.
“There is nothing,” he thought,
“as powerful as a rock. How I wish I
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were a huge stone.” His wish was
granted. As a stone, he remained
still and powerful, unmoved by sun,
wind, or rain. He felt exempt from all
the forces that shaped the existence
of those around him.
Then one day a man approached, carrying a bag. When he
stopped, he pulled out a chisel and a
hammer and began to chip away at
the rock. Realizing that the man with
the tools was more powerful than
any rock, he cried out, “Oh, I want to
be a stonecutter.”
Once again the heavens heard
his cry, and he became a stonecutter. Once again he lived in a bamboo
hut and made his living with hammer
and chisel. And he was content.
As the new year unfolds and
brings opportunities and challenges,
may our spirits know the power of
contentment that comes from being
centered in the Spirit of God. Paul
reminds us in Philippians 4 of the
following: “11 Not that I was ever in
need, for I have learned how to be
content with whatever I have. 12 I
know how to live on almost nothing
or with everything. I have learned
the secret of living in every situation,
whether it is with a full stomach or
empty, with plenty or little. 13 For I
can
do
everything
through
Christ, who gives me strength.”
See you in church!

The book of Micah is found in the
Old Testament of the bible. In chapter six, we find an abstract conversation between God and the people of
Israel. As we read this chapter, we
are drawn to focus on verse 8 which
reads, “He has showed you, what is
good and what does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to
love mercy and to walk humbly with
your God.” The Lord begins the conversation in chapter 6 and many bible versions have titled this beginning as the “Indictment of The
Lord”.
In verses 1-5 the Lord begins to
highlight the disobedience of the
people of Israel. As we read further
(verses 6-7) Israel responds with an
array of questions which begin as
“With what shall I come to the
Lord?” Their first approach to solve
the matter before them is to cite
offerings required in the Law of
Moses; “Lord, will you be satisfied

with burnt offerings of one year old
calves?” In their second question,
they ask if they should bring
“thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil?” To further
exaggerate their attentiveness to
the matter, they ask if they should
offer their firstborn sons as a sacrifice for God. At this point, it’s obvious that Israel is outwardly focused
on their ceremonial religious rites
and is not adequately listening to
what God has taught them.
In verse 8 God responds with a reminder… “He has showed you, what
is good and what does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to
love mercy and to walk humbly with
your God.” Furthermore, God continues to add that He does not need
short and superficial solutions by
requiring ceremonial sacrifices, religious rites or oblations. Rather, the
Lord seeks obedience from Israel in
justice, mercy, and humility. To of-

fer God a variety of painful sacrifices
would not remove Israel’s sin problem. The answer was something
much deeper than religious observances, they were in great need of a
change of heart.
Psalms 89:14 tells us that Justice
and Mercy are foundational to
God’s character. Showing love for
their neighbor and to be loyal in
their love toward God is what God
required. A description of the
heart’s attitude toward God is to
“walk humbly.” Instead of taking
pride in all of what we do for God,
or in what we bring to God, we
humbly recognize that no amount of
personal sacrifice can replace a
heart committed to justice and love.
The response of a godly heart is outward (do justice), inward (love
mercy), and upward (walk humbly).

Finding Meaning and Hope: A Video Discussion Series for Family Caregivers
This free video discussion series offers real promise to reduce stress and build resilience. It’s for you whether
you’re caring for a loved one across the living room or across the country. Based on the groundbreaking book,
Loving Someone Who Has Dementia: How to Find Hope While Coping with Stress and Grief by Pauline Boss,
Ph.D., this video series is for any caregiver who struggles with the complex grief and stress of caregiving.
When: Tuesdays, January 29, 2019 through April 2, 2019
1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Where: Velda Rose United Methodist Church, Martin Hall
5540 E. Main Street, Mesa, AZ 85205
Call Pastor Daniel Gomez at 480-832-2111 or complete the registration form at
http://www.veldarose.org/care---support.html to join.
Co-sponsored by:
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*Adapted from an article by Nicholas Kristof, of The New York Times

When Rachel Beckwith was in
Kindergarten, she learned about
the organization called “Locks of
Love” and determined right then
and there that she wanted to
shear her hair off to “help the
cancer kids,” who receive wigs made from donated
hair. It took almost two years, but Rachel let her hair
grow back and donated it again.
When Rachel was 8, her church began raising money
to build wells in Africa through an organization called
charity:water. Rachel was horrified to hear that other
children had no water to drink, so when her ninth
birthday approached she asked her friends to donate
$9 each to the charity instead of bringing her a present.
Her birthday was June 12th, and with her parent’s
help she set up a birthday page on the charity:water
website with a target of collecting $300. She was disappointed when she only brought in $220, but hey, it
was better than nothing!
Then the unthinkable happened. On July 20, Rachel
was riding with her family on the highway when two
trucks collided, creating a 13-car pileup. Rachel’s car
was hit by one of the trucks, and while the rest of her
family wasn’t harmed, it was little Rachel who withstood the worst injuries.

Rachel’s birthday page and began donating. Big time.
The dollars surged way past the $300 mark, way past
the $3000 mark as more and more people heard about
this amazing little girl and her struggle for life.
But her struggle came to a sad end. Before her parents removed life support, they were able to whisper in
Rachel’s ear that her charity had collected nearly
$50,000 because of her unselfishness. As she slipped
away, her parents donated her hair for a final time to
Locks of Love and her organs to other children in need.
Only a month after her death, donations reached
nearly a million dollars. Thanks to the universality of
the Internet, money came in from all over the world,
including some from Africans, awed by a little American girl who cared about their continent.
As for Rachel’s mom, well, she went to Africa the
next year to see Rachel’s wells. By that time, 37,770
Ethiopians were drinking safe water because of her
daughter. Her pain was eased by the thought that her
little girl touched people from the whole globe. Tens of
thousands of little girls and boys will live because of
fresh, clean water provided by the kindness of one little girl whose life was cut way too short, but whose
heart can teach lessons to those of us who are decades
older than she.

As her life hung in the balance, church members and
friends wanted to do something, anything, to support
the Rachel and her family. So one by one they went to

Rest in peace, sweet Rachel. I pray that we can all
live up to your standard of giving.

February 3
Holy Communion
Scriptures: Isaiah 40:21-31
Sermon: Have You Not
Heard?
Rev. Dr. Larry R. Norris

February 10

February 17

February 24

Scriptures: Mark 1:40-44
Sermon: Have You Been
Touched By God?
Rev. Dr. Larry R. Norris

Scriptures: Isaiah 43:1-7 &
18-19 Ephesians 4:29-32
Sermon: The Christian Walk
Rev. Daniel Gomez

Scriptures: Genesis 17:1-7;
15-16; Mark 8:31- 38
Sermon: What Are You
Wrestling With?
Rev. Dr. Larry R. Norris
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Saturday, February 16th: HAVE DINNER IN HAWAII FOR
ONLY $35.00!! That's right! You can dine in Hawaii for only
$35.00 when you join me at Tia's Royal Hawaiian Village on Saturday, February, 16th. Tickets are $35.00 per person and include a
Hawaiian buffet—teriyaki chicken, pulled pork, Hawaiian rice, Hawaiian sweet roll, fruit salad, and pineapple upside down cake—
plus Hawaiian music, singing, dancing, drumming, and an evening
of fellowship with family and friends. When you walk into Tia's you
are immediately transported to the islands—koi ponds, waterfalls,
grass huts, walking paths, photo opportunities, palm trees, tiki
torches—an evening you'll be talking about for a long time. We
will meet at Tia's at 5:00 p.m. Tia's is located at 7820 E. McDowell
(just off of Power Road). If we want to have Tia's all to ourselves,
we will need 100 people in attendance. If not, we will be sharing
the venue with another group. I hope you'll consider extending
your celebration of Valentine's Day and come have dinner with me
in Hawaii on February 16th. Signup and full payment is due by
February 7th. Just contact me if you have any questions. See you
in Hawaii—aloha!!

LET’S GO OUT TO THE BALLGAME!! I have a block of 50 tickets to the Tuesday, February 26th spring training Chicago
Cubs vs Arizona Diamondbacks baseball game. Seats are in
section 104 and I have been assured they are in the shade.
Tickets are $36 each. The first 28 people can ride on the bus
and we’ll be taking up a collection to cover the cost of the
gas. These seats are on a FIRST COME BASIS. The remaining
20 people will have to drive themselves to Sloan Park on Rio
Salado Parkway just off of Dobson Road.
Sunday, March 10th: Organ Stop Pizza. We’ll meet there at
12:30 pm for a lunch buffet and organ concert. Price is $8.50
per person and payable directly to the Organ Stop—CASH
OR CHECK ONLY. When you sign up, just put a tally mark on
the sign up page—NO NAMES NEEDED. Deadline to sign up
is Sunday, February 24th.

Sunday mornings at 8:00 a.m.
J.O.Y. led by Tom Ross
* Room B – Education Building
* Class will use the Tuesday morning lessons that the
Pastors led this summer (UMC lectionary series)

Saturday, March 23rd: Mesa Community College Rose Garden.
These gardens should be in their peak time of blooming for this
visit. Cost is $3 for your seat on the bus. Sign up by Wednesday,
March 13th. Departure time to be determined.

CONCERTS
Saturday, February 23, 2019:
ShowTune productions presents: THE BEST OF BROADWAY
JR McAlexander, Executive Director
M. Seth Reines, Artistic Director
Get ready for a memorable afternoon of Broadway's greatest hits
featuring four powerhouse vocalists and a 10-piece orchestra.
Songs include those featured in Jersey Boys, Mamma Mia, Carole
King's Beautiful, Rodgers and Hammerstein, Lerner and Loewe,
Andrew Lloyd Webber, and many more! Tickets are normally $35,
but for this performance we have a discounted price of $20!! Tickets can be purchased in advance in the Church office, or at the
door. Come and join us for this outstanding musical experience—
you may not be able to resist singing along to your favorite show
tunes!
Best of Broadway Review by Show Tunes Productions
* Sanctuary doors open at 3:30 PM; show begins at 4:00 PM
* Tickets regularly $35; DISCOUNTED PRICE: $20
Sunday, March 17, 2019:
The Cordial Aires—a 4-part a cappella women’s show chorus.
* Sanctuary doors open at 2:30 PM; concert begins at 3:00 PM
* FREE CONCERT—a LOVE OFFERING WILL BE TAKEN
Sunday, March 24, 2019:
East Valley Chorale—with Full Orchestra
LIVE RECORDING EVENT!!
* Sanctuary doors open at 6:15 PM; concert begins at 7:00 PM
* FREE CONCERT—a LOVE OFFERING WILL BE TAKEN

Sunday mornings at 10:45 a.m.
New Horizons led by Lee and Pat Nixon
* Martin Hall
* Study: Adam Hamilton’s Making Sense of the Bible

Sunday mornings at 8:30 a.m.
Christian Awareness led by Jan Stallard
* Room A (across from Martin Hall)
* Study book will be INSURRECTION, To Believe is Human; To
Doubt, Divine by Peter Rollins. Contact Jan Stallard at
480/830-9173 for further information.
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Wednesday evenings at 6:00 p.m. through February 20
U.M. Divided led by Senior Pastor, Rev. Dr. Larry R. Norris.
* Martin Hall
* A study regarding the book United Methodists Divided:
Understanding Our Differences Over Homosexuality by Rev.
Dr. Dale McConkey, Ph.D.

Staff Introduction: WELCOME!
The SPRC would like to welcome Jessica Brooks and Mary
Killgrove to the church office staff. Jessica is assuming the
position of church secretary, now titled administrative assistant. She is from California, and worked as the office manager in the family-owned construction business and subsequently as administrative assistant for a United Methodist
church near Fresno, California. Her responsibilities will be
oversight of office staff and office administration. She will
also be the gatekeeper for interaction with the pastors.
Mary Killgrove is replacing Jessica as the church’s receptionist. She is coming out of retirement from Russell Investments in Seattle, Washington. Experienced as a senior paralegal and portfolio implementation analyst, Mary also
brings strong computer skills to the position. If visiting the
church office, it will be Mary that most likely will first greet
you to address your questions or concerns.
We are thrilled to have Jessica and Mary serving Velda Rose
UMC.
CIRCLE 2—February 13 at 1:00 PM in Martin Hall
Our speaker will be Kelley Rodriguez, Program Coordinator
for Empowered Young Parents Program of the Arizona's
Children Association. Please contact Arlene Oisten at 480380-1760 if you plan on attending.

THE AUGSBURG CENTENNIAL SINGERS,
a 45-voice male chorus, will appear in concert at
Velda Rose UMC Thursday, February 21, at 7:00 PM.

A free-will offering will be received. The director, Paul Christensen, is a lifelong music professional. While at Augsburg majoring
music, he sang in the Augsburg Choir and a church choir and he
has directed choirs ever since. While in the Army, he directed a
chorus, and on his return, he assumed the post of Minister of Music at First Lutheran Church of Columbia Heights. He has been a
member of the Centennial Singers since 1994, and served as accompanist and Assistant Director prior to assuming the duties of
Director. Christensen has chosen a variety of music written by
classical composers, including: Leland B. Sateren, familiar hymn
tunes, fold songs, and a patriotic set including “God Bless America”.
LEGACY QUARTET: MINISTRY THROUGH MUSIC
We are privileged to have the Legacy Quartet with us in concert
Sunday, February 24, at 3:00 PM.

CIRCLE 3—Februrary 14 at 1:00 PM in Martin Hall
(Circle 3 will meet on 2/14, NOT 2/21, as listed on the original signup sheet.)
CIRCLE 4—FEBRUARY 28 at 1:00 PM in Room B
Program: Book Review. Call Kathy Kolbo at 480-832-4758
for more information.
STEPHEN MINISTRIES—Tuesdays at 9:30 AM in Madsen Parlor
For more info or to join Stephen Ministries, call Pastor
Daniel at the church.
BROWN BAG & A BOOK
UMW sponsors a Reading Program yearly. Readers that
complete 5-20 books in one year receive Reading Certificates. BB&B is a group of UMW book readers that meet together monthly in Room B to discuss a book from the UMW
Reading Program. All women are welcome to attend. We
bring a sack lunch at 11:00 a.m. and discuss the book of the
month until 1:00 p.m.
SCOUT SUNDAY is February 10—we will be recognizing
our church-sponsored Boy Scout Troops during the traditional service.

A Love Offering will be received. The Legacy Quartet is wellknown both in the U.S. and Internationally. They’ve done 7 tours
in South Korea, 3 tours in Australia, and performed in Cuba and
throughout central and the western U.S.
- Norm Huxman, Bass: Norm started the Legacy Quartet in 1981.
One of his priorities was it was going to be a musical group
that put families and relationships first.
- Steve Taylor, Baritone: Steve’s versatile professional singing
career ranges from opera and oratorio, to musical theater, gospel
and jazz. Steve made his first Carnegie Hall debut in April 2015
and returned again in January, 2017.
- Doug Filter: Doug is a leadership and development coach leading teams both large and small, making a positive impact on people personally and professionally.
- James Baumgardner, Lead Singer: James has gained national
and international recognition for his musical work in the Classical, Opera, Oratorio and music theater genres.
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WHAT IS UNITED
METHODIST
WOMEN?
United Methodist Women is a supportive inclusive
organization where women grow
spiritually, develop as leaders and
serve to create a world in which all
women, children and youth thrive.
UMW is celebrated as the women’s
ministry at The United Methodist
Church. Velda Rose UMW has been
supporting mission work and raising
money through Rummage Sales for
over 50 years.
In 2011 the UMW partnered with
the Velda Rose UMC in building the
Mission Warehouse on the Velda
Rose Church property. The yearly
Rummage Sales in 2018 raised over
$136,000 for mission projects. The
distribution of funds included
$18,500 given to our local UMW East
District Treasurer. $20,000 was
given to UMCOR, Prayer & Self Denial, and the UMW Legacy Fund.
Velda Rose UMC received over
$20,000 for the Samaritan Fund, the
Food Bank, and the Refugee Fund.
The remainder of the money was
given to 24 different local and national missions. Here is a sample of
those mission projects that are well
known: Justa Center, Lura Turner
Homes, UMOM, and UMC Nomads.
Local Mission Projects include: Teen
Outreach Pregnancy Services, House
of Refuse, Local Elementary Christmas Stockings, AZ Blankets 4 Kids,
and many more.
Our mission money has fed the
hungry, clothed the naked, supported
the ill, helped shelter the homeless
and educated the poor. God bless
this congregation for sharing their
blessings.

RESPONSE MAGAZINE IN FITCH
LIBRARY
The December issue of the Response Magazine has several very
useful articles. “The 2019 United
Methodist Women Reading Program”
is explained and all the books are
listed on pp. 24-31. Twenty-eight
new 2019 books are now available in
Fitch Library for check-out. Another
great article “Aids and the Vulnerable” found on pp. 32-38 describes
the inequality and lack of education
that keeps women & children from
preventative care. More women and
children are being infected and are
not receiving appropriate medications at an increasing rate. This is
especially happening in underdeveloped nations where women do not
have control over their bodies in relationship to health care.
TRAINING PROGRAM FOR
LEADERSHIP
Seven newly elected UMW officers
for 2019 will be attending the Leadership Enrichment classes at Scottsdale
United Methodist Church on January
19th, 2019. They will be better able
to lead the current Velda Rose UMW
organization after attending the
training.
RECOGNITION TO VELDA ROSE AT
UNIT MEETING
Max McQueen, guest speaker,
presented to Pastor Larry Norris a
plaque in recognition of the UMW
financial support to Lura Turner
Homes. The plaque will be displayed
in Moore Hall. Velda Rose was recognized for loyal and loving support of
Adults with Developmental Disabilities.
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CHURCH WOMEN UNITED
This year Velda Rose UMW will be
hosting the Church Women United
on February 1, 2019 at 9:30 am in
Moore Hall. All women are welcome
to join us for refreshments and the
business meeting. Church Women
United is a group of women from different denominations working together to learn and to serve our local
communities. At each meeting the
host church chooses the mission project that will receive donations from
all attending. Velda Rose UMW has
requested donations for our annual
Diaper Drive for Teen Outreach Pregnancy Services.
PASTOR DANIEL GOMEZ TO SPEAK
AT POTLUCK LUNCHEON
All women are invited to the UMW
Potluck Luncheon on February 7,
2019 at noon in Moore Hall. If you
are able, bring your own place setting
and silverware. Help save the environment by reducing the use of paper and plastic products that are
thrown away. Pastor Daniel will explain two new mission projects: The
Inn Project and Duet. Find out what
Velda Rose plans to do. UMW supports many mission projects improving the lives of women, children and
youth.
Love in Action
Billie Larime, President UMW

Brian McLaren—Keynote Speaker
We Make the Road by Walking
February 16, 2019
8:30 AM to 2:30 PM
First UMC
15 E. First Ave.
Mesa, AZ 85210

The title suggests that Christian faith is still “in the making” (as Dr. John Cobb has put it). It continues to grow,
evolve, learn, change, emerge, and mature … in and through
us. What we will be as Christians in the 21st century, for better or worse, will surely change what Christian
faith will be in the 22nd century and beyond.

Author of We Make the Road by Walking, Brian D. McLaren
is a speaker, activist, and public theologian. A former college
English teacher, he is a passionate advocate for “a new kind
***
of Christianity” – just, generous, and working with people of
“Go, make disciples!”
These are words we find in the gospel of Matthew, but how all faiths for the common good.
do we make disciples in this day and age? You are invited to Brian McLaren will be joining the Day of Learning via livestream for the keynote address and a Q&R Workshop.
an exciting journey as we engage in learning about what it
might look like to make disciples today, beginning with our
***
own journey of transformation.
REGISTRATION
***
$15.00 on/before February 1
The title comes from one of Brian’s heroes, Brazilian educa$20.00 after February 1
tor/activist Paulo Freire. He used this title for a published diaLunch will be provided to all in attendance and is included in
logue between Freire and another seminal educator/activist,
your registration fee. You must register for this event.
Myles Horton, who was an important figure in the Civil Rights
Register online at:
Movement in the US. Freire may have derived the quote from
https://dscumc.org/event/east-district-day-of-learning/
the great Spanish poet Antonio Machado:
“Caminante, son tus huellas el camino, y nada más; caminante, no hay camino, se hace camino al andar. Al andar se
hace camino, y al volver la vista atrás se ve la senda que
nunca se ha de volver a pisar. Caminante, no hay camino,
sino estelas en la mar.”
“Wanderer, your footsteps are the road, and nothing more;
wanderer, there is no road, the road is made by walking. By
walking one makes the road, and upon glancing behind one
sees the path that never will be trod again. Wanderer, there
is no road– Only wakes upon the sea.” ― Antonio Machado,
Campos de Castilla

Workshops Options (Select two):
* We Make the Road by Walking — Brian McLaren
* Meeting Your Neighbors Next Door and In the Community —
Rev. Dan Morley
* Creating and Maintaining Communities of Faith for the 21st
Century: Learnings from The Orontes Project — Rev. Rob Rynders
& Rev. Dave Wasson
* Discipling Systems — Rev. Dave McPherson
* Courageous Conversations — Rev. Beth Rambikur
* Not My War — Rev. Tina Marie Rees

Facts From the Green Team:
Did you know? It takes 114 20-ounce
beverage bottles to make enough fiberfill for a sleeping bag.

Food Pantry at Velda Rose UMC
Did you know, the Food Pantry is now
offering food boxes for families twice a
month? Many of the area food pantries offer food bags/boxes once a
month in an attempt to better manage
their limited resources. Thanks to
your donations and support, we are
now able to help many more families
within our community.

Red Hat Ladies
Don’t miss the spring
RUMMAGE & BAKE SALE
Thursday, Friday, & Saturday
February 21-23, 7 a.m. to 3 p.m.
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The Red Hat ladies will be going to
lunch on at 11:30 AM Friday, February
8th to Pita Jungle located at 1652 S.
Val Vista Drive in Dana Park, just
north of Baseline. All ladies are
welcome to join us. Please contact
Mitzie Pearce at 480-964-4040 for
reservations or for more information.

Robert Burwell,
Finance & Stewardship chair
Preliminary financial results for the year just ended indicates that the church fell $87,000 short of its budgeted
revenue needs for the year. Through careful administration we were able to control expenses by $21,000 below
projected. This means for the third straight year we have eroded reserves in order to operate the church.
This is truly a revenue problem. In 2018 only 42% of our families made an upfront financial commitment; and
those commitments were not completed to the tune of $50,000. Last year’s committee “Filled in the blank”
with an unrealistic projection that unpledged and visitor offerings would produce $340,000, of which we fell
short by $57,000. Other revenue items did perform better than budget to arrive at the total short fall quoted in
the opening paragraph of this report.
Our current annual campaign is in progress as this is written. It is difficult to plan when we do not know substantially how much we can expect to receive. How would you shop for groceries, where to set your thermostat, or
even what to do tomorrow, if suddenly your income was kept a secret from you?
It is my intent that the Finance Committee WILL NOT recommend a 2019 Budget that plans to spend more than
it projects to receive in revenue. We will rework the expense side of the budget to match the projected revenue
committed to the church by its the congregates, combined with a conservative estimate of other sources.
The Finance Committee will meet February 13, 2019 at 10 AM, and the Church Council will meet on February 19,
2019 at 6:30 PM. Finally, a Church Conference will at a time TBA. The budget will pass up through this chain of
approval. If you wish to have a voice in the measures that will be taken to produce a balanced spending plan, I
would suggest placing these dates on your calendar.

If you are interested in becoming a member of Velda Rose United Methodist Church, or simply want to learn more
about the United Methodist Church, set your calendar for the next new member class. It will be held on two consecutive Tuesday evenings, March 12th and 19th, from 6:30 to 8:00 PM. New members will be received on Sunday,
March 24th. We will discuss aspects of United Methodist history, beliefs, polity, and organization. We will also
learn about the history of Velda Rose. Your pastors will lead the class. Light refreshments will be served!
Please call the church office to indicate your intention to be a part of the class by Monday, March 11th, 2019.

The Velda Rose Foundation has received a 1990 CAVCO Desert Rose park model trailer at View Point trailer park
(55 and older community with amenities). The original trailer is 11 feet by 35 feet. It has an additional Arizona
room and a small workshop area behind the carport. The Foundation is asking $14,900 for this park model trailer.
If you are interested, please contact Tim Most at 480-219-2669.

...to all the cookie bakers for the First Responder Cookie Project. When all the trays were prepared with the wide
variety of type and color of cookies, it looked like a professionally done project. Nineteen different fire stations and
hospitals graciously received the results of your efforts. Also, a thank you to the members of the New Horizons
Sunday School class who delivered the cookies on December 23rd and 24th.
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Your Board of Trustees want to update
you with the latest projects completed,
and those in progress. As of 1/14/19:
Landscaping
We hope you have noticed the recent
clean-up of the Landscape around the
Church Campus. Ron Boysen has done
a tremendous job of cleaning up our
Campus over the last several
months. He has trimmed trees, bushes,
weeds and removed literally tons of
plant debris and junk left by transients.
This includes all areas of the Campus,
but especially the ‘hidden’ areas behind the Rummage Building, the area
in front of the Church and the vacant
lot. Our Custodians and the Tongans
also do a lot of the cleanup, trimming
and weed control throughout the
year—but can’t get to all of it. These
areas look MUCH better now than they
did a few months ago. If we would
have hired landscapers to do this
work—it would have cost the Church
thousands of dollars.
Irrigation Update
Phase 1 of our irrigation update project
was completed last summer which
fixed all the leaks at that time and replaced several leaking control valves,
replaced several hundred feet of leaky
30+ year old thin-wall plastic pipe and
a few hundred emitters. This also reduced our water usage considerable.
Phase 2 has now been estimate at
$17,710. This would include replacing
most of the remaining old irrigation
systems between the main Church
building, the Moore Hall Building, the
Medical Building and the Rummage
Building. This includes several hundred
feet of new pipe, trenching, a few hundred emitters and lots of piping in
sleeves under pavement. We are currently working to reduce the cost of
this Project by several thousand dollars
by eliminating a few difficult-to-install
areas and possibly some areas where
we could remove and not replace dead
bushes.

Cost Savings
The Main Church Sanctuary is now being heated and cooled continuously
since the installation of the new Organ. This is requested to prevent possible variation in tuning of the existing
organ pipes which were connected to
the new Organ. Since the Sanctuary is
only used 60 to 70 days a year there
would be a significant cost savings to
heat and cool only when used. We are
currently investigating options to reduce this cost—since the new electronic Organ and Speaker System is not
susceptible to the temperature variations, only the pipes are. We are planning to schedule a meeting with Organ
Specialists and interested Church
members to see if there are practical
cost saving options available without
diminishing the Organ sound quality.
Charity Fundraiser
A fundraising Car and Crafts Show is
scheduled to be held in our Church
Parking Lot on February 2, 2019, sponsored and conducted by "Stephanie's
Angels". They have agreed to meet all
reliability concerns of the Church but
are now running into possible Permitting issues with the City of Mesa. This
could cause cancellation.
Re-keying Project
A re-keying project is under way to reduce the number of keys outstanding
and to provide more specific accountability for key access. Once completed,
key holders will need to exchange their
old keys for new keys to the specific
areas that they need special access
to. Since the Custodians are now available before and after most Church Activities there will be less need for personal keys.
Air Conditioner / Heat Pump Status
Church Mutual Insurance has agreed to
reimburse the Church for all of the AC/
Heat Pump damage due to a July 1,
2018 single phase power outage, less
the deductable. This is a significant
amount of money and is the result of a
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lot of work over the last 6 months,
with several “Inspection” Companies,
Contractors and lots of spreadsheets,
emails, and phone calls.
Food Pantry Expansion
The Food Pantry has now expanded
into Room 305. A doorway between
the two rooms is being prepared.
Room 305 is no longer available as a
Conference Room.
Volunteers are needed to:
 Help clean the fabric covered
chairs in Moore Hall. These are old
chairs, recycled from the main Sanctuary and are now getting heavy use.
 Help with Landscape maintenance
and updating. We have literally hundreds of 30+ year old bushes, shrubs
and trees that are currently being
trimmed as best we can. Many of these
are going to need to be replaced, removed or trimmed to ground level and
brought back from root. This will take
considerable work and expertise. We
also have large areas (acres) needing
weed control.
 Monitor security camera alerts on
mobile phone APPs. This would allow
installation of Security Cameras to
monitor key areas of the campus.
Board of Trustees membership openings for 2019: The Board of Trustees is
in need of a few new members for
2019. If you are interested, please
contact Rev. Norris for details, or contact any of the Trustee Members for
more information on this interesting
and challenging position to serve your
Church.
The next Board of Trustees Meeting is
Thursday, 2/7/2019, in Martin Hall at
6:30 PM.
Board of Trustees Members: Duane
Clark, Chairperson; Bill Hayden, CoChairperson; Jill Prather, Finance Representative; Howard Orr, Secretary;
Larry Jackson; Tom Chaney; Tim Most;
Peg Snowdall; Rev. Dr. Larry Norris and
Rev. Daniel Gomez Staff Representatives.

The Prayer Request Book is on the podium outside the Sanctuary doors on Sunday.
The book is open to everyone who has a loved one or friend they would like to have
remembered in prayer. Contact the office with prayers during the week.
Church office: (480) 832-2111
UMW Prayer Chain: Ruth Mogen (480) 202-4550

Alan Burke
Alversa Hale
Amber Cottle
Annah Rolland
Anya Walker
Ashley LaRonde
Avery Whitney
Baby Crew Proffitt
Barb Karas
Barbara & Gene Walklin
Bea Weaver
Beth Repko
Betty A.
Betty Guevara
Bill Hayden
Blago
Bob Carraway
Bud Anderson Family
Cheri Bastle
Claris Olson
Craig Brooks Edson
Curtis Eyre
Congregation of
Desert Foothills UMC
David Perrin
David Solinger
Diane Fischer
Don Newton
Ed Tibbs
Edward R.
Evan Kirby
Fay Ganzerla
Gary S.
Geri Edson
Grace Schott
Grace Stone

Gretta Peeples
Helen Baughmen
Helen McIntire
Isaac Wiram
Jack Gardner
Jack Grove
Jackie Beard
Jane Gerrard &
Family
Jean Sakshaug
Jeannine Montgomery
Jennifer, Richard, Valerie,
Lillie & Triston
Loralee Crow
Jenaro Perez
Jim & Betty White
John & Nadine Burley
John Inglebright
John Spykerman
Kathy
Kay & Erica Brewer
Kay Temple
Krolick Family
Laralee Crow
Linda Hoppe’s Family
Lois Klassen
Marcella White
Marian Bass
Marie Gagne
MaryLou Wermager
Marilou Welch
Marilyn Maggetti
Mae Miller
Marge Bowman’s Family
Marlys Clark
Mel
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Mesa Orth
Mia Mendell & Family
Nila Riemann
Pam & Steve
Mrs. Parks
Patsey Boersona
Paul Gilman
Rhiannon Ross
Ruth Avis
Schmidt’s Family
Sihara & Kam
Susan Cochran’s Friends &
Family
Susan & Dick Hansen
Ted Hulett
Our Troops
Our Church
Our Country
Unhooked Recovery
Wacker Family

Edna Gastell
Patricia Ott
Darlene Olson
Dale Smith
Barbara Lawrence
Melissa Jeter
Ardis Bengtson
Dee Rogers
Ann Adams
Tom Daggy
Suzanne Cropper
Elwood Stolins
Kay Cooke
Rita Vestal
Elizabeth Thomas
Lila Bartlett
Carol Miller
Helen Taylor

Claris Olson
Harold Miller
James Taylor
Richard
Williams
Mary Elaine
Wertz
Jan Armold
Seini Latu
Maynard Bauer
Robert Macha
Mary Rothermel
Don
Schwendener
Guy R Swecker
Deonna Larson
Karl Wilhelm

February 01
February 01
February 02
February 02
February 03
February 04
February 05
February 07
February 08
February 09
February 10
February 10
February 11
February 12
February 13
February 14
February 14
February 14

50+ Years

February 15
February 20
February 21
February 23
February 24
February 25
February 26
February 27
February 27
February 27
February 27
February 28
February 29
February 29

Also Celebrating

John & Trudy Inglebright

2/26

69

John & Everna Vermaat

2/27

68

Joe & Melody Evans
Fred & Judie Beck
Bud & Jeanette Hawley
Jack & Lita Latu
Tobby & Bonnie Baca
Palei & Melisa Ika
Bruce & Jan Collier
Sione & Sulia Kaipelea
Faye & Michael Peerbolt
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2/12
2/14
2/14
2/15
2/18
2/20
2/28
2/28
2/28

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U. S. Postage
PAID
Mesa, Arizona
Permit No. 63

5540 E. Main Street
Mesa, Arizona 85205-8720
(480) 832-2111
To ensure you continue to receive your copy of The
Vision, please update your mailing address with the
Church Office. Thank you!

STAFF LEADERSHIP

OUR WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Rev. Robert T. Hoshibata, Resident Bishop
Rev. N. Susan Brims, East District Superintendent
Rev. Dr. Larry R. Norris, Senior Pastor
Rev. Daniel Gómez, Associate Pastor
Rev. Pam Wagner, Minister of Visitation
Ministers, Every Member of the Congregation

7:15 a.m. SonRise Worship
8:00 a.m. Holy Grounds Worship
9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship &
Children's Deep Blue Sunday School

NEXT ISSUE:
Items considered must be in
no later than
Tuesday, February 12, 2019.
The next publication date will be
Thursday, February 20, 2019.
Please e-mail Jessica at
officeadmin@veldarose.org
with your newsletter articles.
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