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April 
 CALENDAR  

Online at www.shir-chadash.org 

 
6 Kabbalat Shabbat 
7 Sharing Shabbat 
 Torah Study  - Dinah 
 9:15am 
9 Board Meeting 
 7:00pm 

20   Kabbalat Shabbat 
21 Sharing Shabbat 
 Torah Study 
 9:15am 

27 Kabbalat Shabbat
 Joint Service led by 
 our 3rd and 4th 
 grade students at  
 Temple Beth-El 
 7:30pm 

Services held at the Freedom Plains United  Presbyterian Church Route 55 and Stringham Road, LaGrange 

                Looking Ahead 
 

5/19  Tikkun Leyl  
 Shavuot 

      
And Yet 

 
Life is complicated. Love is complicated. As a rabbi I have met with 
families distraught by the behavior of one of their members, disturbed 
by their choices, and appalled by the potential consequences of their 

actions. And yet. And yet. Family is still family and we are what we’ve got. And in the 
end we have to embrace one another. All this probably makes birthday celebrations 
uncomfortable.  
 
I share this with you as we look beyond Pesach to Yom Ha’Atzmaut/Israel’s 
Independence Day. When I was very young, I celebrated Yom Ha’Atzmaut with 
unreserved joy. I have, in my life, attended military parades in Beersheba or stayed up 
late into the night at massive celebrations in Jerusalem.  It was all uncomplicated and 
exuberant.   
 
This year Yom Ha’Atzmaut will find me in a more subdued mood. My distress with 
decisions of the Israeli government runs in so many directions. And I know I am not 
alone. Many of you have spoken to me about your outrage at one of Israel’s actions or 
another. The lists are too long. And it now appears that even the leadership of the 
American Jewish community is beginning to weigh in as well. Important organizations 
have begun to publicly criticize the government. Not too long ago I sat around a table 
with a prominent Jewish leader who vociferously defended Israel’s Prime Minister 
and his decisions, only to find an op-ed by this same man in the New York Times last 
week headlined “Israel’s Self-Inflicted Wounds”. Clearly the distress of American Jews 
has percolated up. The mood is undergoing a significant change.  
 
And why? On a recent trip to Rome, I got to spend time with the Israeli Ambassador to 
the Vatican. He is a lovely man and we had much to talk about. At one point he said 
me, “It looks like American Jews are becoming very critical of Israel.” And he added, 
in evident sincerity, “I guess that is the fashionable thing to do.” I had to respond, “It 
is not a matter of fashion. It is that we have sincere objections to the policies of your 
government.” We do have sincere objections. And so we look at Israel with different 
eyes now. Not because of fashion, or whim, but because we take sincere and principled 
objection to consequential decisions its leaders have made. Is there a Yiddish word for 
disappointed? Not really. But it is a word we could use today. 
 
And yet. And yet. Israel is still Israel: the modern expression of the ancient homeland 
about which we read in our sacred texts. Israel is still Israel: the only place in the 
world that took in the shattered remnant of the destroyed communities of Europe and 
restored them to life. Israel is still Israel: a refuge for Jews of whatever country who 
feel themselves in peril. Israel is still Israel: home to our relatives. Israel is like that 
relative with whose decisions we disagree. But family is family. And though we are not 
in harmony, love is complicated. We are what we’ve got. But it does sometimes make 
Yom Ha’Atzmaut uncomfortable. So, I will be observing Yom Ha’Atzmaut this year 
with much more complicated emotions. But I will be observing it. I think we all 
should. 
    

                                                  B’Shalom,  Rabbi Daniel Polish  

From the Desk of Rabbi Daniel Polish 

22  Annual Concert  
      ASEFA Music 
5:00pm  Vassar College 

Shabbaton Weekend 
with Anita Diamont 

RSVP Here 
 
13  Kabbalat Shabbat 
 Joint Services at 
 Vassar Temple  
 7:30PM (No Service 
 at Shir Chadash) 
14  Shabbat Services at 
 Temple Beth-El 
 9:30 AM 
15  Brunch at Shir 
 Chadash 12:30PM 
 FPUPC 

Buy Tickets Now; Click here 

http://www.shir-chadash.org/
https://goo.gl/forms/LcBzSAcnj87mtorc2
mailto:www.shir-chadash.org
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Notes from Cantor Gail Hirschenfang 
April brings us Jewish Literary and Musical Feasts!  

We are truly blessed this month to have not one, but two unique cultural Jewish 
events in our community.  The first will occur on the weekend of April 13-15. It will be a three day 
visit by the renowned author, Anita Diamant, probably best known for her award- winning book, 
“The Red Tent”. Other literary works of hers include: “The Boston Girl”, “Saying Kaddish”, “Day 
After Night” and, her new book, “The Jewish Wedding Now”, to name only a few.   
Ms. Diamant’s time in Poughkeepsie is sponsored by Congregation Shir Chadash, Temple Beth El , 
Vassar Temple and the Schlosberg Fund of the Community Foundations of Dutchess County.  She 
will be speaking on Friday Evening at Vassar Temple, where Rabbi Polish and I will be guests on 
the Bima along with the Vassar Temple clergy.  On Shabbat Morning she will give a different talk at 
Temple Beth El and, on Sunday Morning, she will be present at Shir Chadash for a brunch and 
book signing, along with a third talk.  It is interesting to note that Ms. Diamant is the founding 
president of Mayyim Hayyim, Living Waters Community Mikveh and Education Center in Newton, 
Massachusetts—a  reinvention of the ancient Jewish tradition of Mikveh, ritual immersion in 
water. I urge you to get your taxes done early and enjoy this time with Anita Diamant, a most gifted 
and wonderful author!  Again, her visit will be April 13-15.   
 
Just one week later we will be having our annual concert. On Sunday, April 22nd, our congregation, 
in collaboration with Vassar College’s Jewish Studies Program and the Vassar Jewish Union, will 
be presenting the outstanding musical group, ASEFA.  “Asefa” means meeting with a purpose.  
That purpose is the melding of musical cultures and styles rarely heard in our western Jewish 
environment.   The upcoming concert is entitled, “Mediterranean Encounters: Judeo-
Islamic Soundscapes” and it will focus on the music of the Jews in Arab lands.  In a recent 
conversation with Dr. Thomas, he explained to me that the styles and modes of Middle Eastern 
music are not ‘owned’ by any one faith group.  The overlap of Jews performing Arabic songs for 
entertainment and enjoyment was quite common.  In my own Syrian Jewish family, I can vividly 
recall my mother playing her father’s old 78 speed records with his most beloved songs—all in 
Arabic, none on a religious theme.   
 
Dr. Torjman Thomas and other performers in ASEFA will present music in Hebrew, Arabic and 
Ladino. Ladino is to Spanish what Yiddish is to German; that is to say, it is a mixture of a 14th 
century dialect of Spanish with Hebrew. Many Ladino folk songs were, in fact, carried down from 
generation to generation by the women in the family, as they were sung in the home.  
There are so many fascinating aspects to the music and culture of the Jews in the Arabic world.  Dr. 
Thomas will be presenting a pre-concert talk at 4:00pm and the concert will begin at 
5:00pm, on Sunday, April 22nd.  A light reception will follow.  This concert will be held on the 
Vassar College campus in the Villard Room of the Main Building. Please keep in mind that this is 
our temple’s most important fund-raising event of the year. Tickets are $25 for adults and $10 for 
children under 18. ( All Vassar College staff, students and faculty are gratis).  
 
Seating is limited and we highly encourage advance reservations by calling: (845) 
232- 1029 or through the link at: www.shir-chadash.org where Pay Pal and major 
credit cards are accepted.   
 
I do hope to see you at the ASEFA concert on Sunday, April 22nd!  

L’Shalom, Cantor Gail P. Hirschenfang 

http://www.shir-chadash.org
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HAPPY PASSOVER – HAPPY SPRING  
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Yesterday, speaking with Reverend Lent about a small scheduling matter, he told me 
that this Sunday his little Sunday school kids would be dashing through the 
playground and the big ones searching through the cemetery for hidden Easter eggs, 

some real, some chocolate. 
 
I told him that only a few nights later, our children would be searching their homes for the Afikomen to 
be redeemed with the same enthusiasm and with our kids getting money … probably to buy the same 
chocolate after eating the symbolic egg on the Seder plate. 
 
Our spring has already begun well with two very enjoyable social events which brought us together for 
some fun and of course good eating. Even I got to choose some practical kitchen utensils, thanks to 
Barbara Stapholtz, that will help Nicky make me even greater dinners. And of course the Dinner at The 
Diner brought plenty of good food and schmoozing thanks to Victor Feit. And what to say about the 
wonderful performance of our Shir-Chadashers young and old for our Purim Shpiel and about our 
wonderful children and teachers for their Mini-Seder. Thanks go to ALL! 
 
But sadly our joy of spring is made less and the importance of the liberation of Passover is colored 
deeper, stronger, by the news that in our beloved Italy the rumblings of neo –fascists are being heard 
and here in America an editor, Jonathan Weisman, who is at the Washington desk of the New York 
Times, accidentally found an alt-right (read Neo-Fascist) group that is using Twitter to target and harass 
Jews. 
 
Freedom must be struggled for. Once we have it, it must be protected. We cannot take a neutral stance. 
 
The real joy of Passover is active and brings us forward to protect what we love.  

B ‘Shalom 
Lindsey Turner 

  

         A Message from President Lindsey Turner 

 

A Smile for Shir Chadash 
 
You can help Shir Chadash when you're shopping on amazon.com?  Join the Amazon Smile program - 
Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible purchases to the charitable organization of your choice 
when you shop at smile.amazon. 
 
So start by going to smile.amazon.com and when prompted, type in Shir Chadash as the worthy cause 
you'd like to support.  Then choose the one in LaGrange NY because that's us! 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bK0T_f3ERPN3KokVzULAdURd2dhUAjNninOZ7VeN7AF8XM-tNN0xd4bEmQozLhiIiIXS5a_MAAriI5s9ogX8oHO8l3WkskCmkAd_WAjIYurP4R3d4K7TxW1ecy6gYNthZ-fmFKFOXxYNuqpOU_pCwA==&c=qnimHJlGwxqjzOgGjDnvnpA4AZ1znv-l170DSuiy9JGbuHDeP4-fkQ==&ch=4ipL-OXSx1ef6
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 CEREAL COUNTS!!! 2018 
Shir Chadash Joins the Annual Dutchess County-Wide Boxed Cereal Drive 

Every summer, children lack access to school-based free breakfast programs. Families really need breakfast food. Daily 
breakfast has potential physical and mental health benefits for everyone!!! 

 
CEREAL COUNTS!!! is a boxed cereal drive that now occurs each spring.  The goal: To work together and reduce breakfast 
hunger.  We are running a drive to support CEREAL COUNTS!!!!  Please bring new boxes of cereal to a Shir Chadash Shabbat  
Service or event or to Mitzvah Day on May 6 . 

 
Once the boxes are collected, they will be brought over to Mitzvah Day on Sunday, May 6th and added to the community 
collection for CEREAL COUNTS!!! 2018. The boxes will then be delivered to pantries and area food distribution sites in 
Dutchess County.  This includes: Dutchess Outreach; Zion Baptist Church pantry; the Reach Out Pantry; St. Paul’s; Beulah 
Baptist Church Pantry; Community Action Partnership pantries in Poughkeepsie, Dover, Beacon and Red Hook; Hudson River 
Housing/Hillcrest Shelter; the Department of Social Services; and the Interfaith Senior Housing Site.  The project is a 
wonderful way to reduce breakfast hunger in our community. 

Hungry summers are coming… 
CEREAL COUNTS!!! 2018 

From the box to the bowl to the belly— 
It's a truckload of good morning health!! 

A Living Tzedakah Program of the  
Shir Chadash Social Action Committee 

 
A Message from Sue Marcoe 

Education Enrichment Coordinator 
 

What a pleasure it was to hear our students singing and reading for us throughout the Mini-Seder on 
March 17th.  Thank you to Grace Bass, Rochelle Bellach, and Cantor Hirschenfang for preparing the 

students for the Seder.  Thank you also to Dena Varble for bringing the eggs, to Wendy Bill for bringing the Matzah, 
to Jeff Lash as Moses leading us to the Seder, and to Nicky Turner, Kathy Walker and all of you who helped with set 
up and cleanup.  And a big thank you to Rabbi Polish and Cantor Hirschenfang for leading such a lovely service. 
 
In April and May, Grace and Rochelle’s students will continue to learn about Bible stories, culminating with a special 
project to display what they have learned.  Leah Polish’s Tots class (Kindergarten and first grade) will be learning 
about Shabbat, Israel Independence Day, and Shavuot through crafts and stories, songs, and games.  If you know of 
any children who could benefit from the program, please let their parents know that whether or not they are 
members of Shir Chadash, for this year only, there is no charge for the Tot’s program, although a donation would be 
appreciated to cover the cost of materials. 
 
Please do remember that on Sharing Shabbat, teaching time is very limited.  Please, please bring your children early 
for Bagel Time (8:45 before class).  School needs to begin promptly at 9:00am upstairs. Unfortunately, no food is 
allowed in the classrooms.  Students can finish their breakfast or get a nosh at Kiddush at 10:30am before services. 
Also please do join us after class for Sharing Shabbat services. What is important to you becomes important to your 
children. 

B’Shalom , Sue Marcoe 
sfmarcoe@gmail.com;; (home) 845-723-4045 
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or bring to any Shir Chadash Event or Shabbat Service!! 
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Oneg and Bagel Break Hosts 

Friday, April 6 Kim Buchanan and Jerry Scheck  

Saturday, April 7 TBA 

Friday, April 13  Joint Service at Vassar Temple 

Friday, April 20 Rochelle and Dave Bellach 

Saturday, April 21 Gail Jaitin 

Friday, April 27 Joint Service at Temple Beth-El 

Oneg Coordinators: Suzanne Neil 
suzanneneil@mac.com  

845-559-3123 
Wendy Bill 

bills1989@msn.com 
845-227-7236 

Sharing Shabbat Bagel Organizers : 
 Sara Rothman 845-223-5925 

Heidi Krueger 
845-677-4711 

heidijoykrue@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

 

April Yahrzeits* 

*To update your Yahrzeit list, please complete the on-line form on our website www.shir-chadash.org 

April Torah Readings 
 
April 6 and 7 Shimini I 
Leviticus 9:1-10:11 
D’var Torah Steve Moskowitz 
 
April 13 and 14 Shimini II 
Leviticus 10:12-11:47 

April 20 and 21 Tazria-Metzora 
Leviticus 16:1-18:30 and 14:1-15:33 
D’var Torah TBA 
 
April 27 and 28 Acharey Mot-Kedoshim 
Leviticus 16:1-18:30 and 19:1-20:27 

Friday, April 6, 2018 Philip Herman Husband Cantor Rena Shapiro 

Friday, April 6, 2018 Florence Rothman Mother Michael Rothman 

Friday, April 6, 2018 Ted Lash Father Jeff Lash 

Friday, April 13, 2018 Isadore Weber Father Harold Weber 

Friday, April 13, 2018 Eugene Pollock Father Ken Pollock 

Friday, April 13, 2018 Martha Lash Mother Jeff Lash 

Friday, April 20, 2018 Aaron Kuriloff Father Daniel Kuriloff 

Friday, April 27, 2018 Seymour Hirschenfang Father Cantor Hirschenfang 

Friday, April 27, 2018 Janet Freeman Sister Ed Freeman 

IN SUPPORT OF SHIR CHADASH 
 
Donations to Shir Chadash are a wonderful way to honor the memory of a loved one, honor a friend or celebrate a simcha while 
supporting the Congregation.  We have the “General Fund”, the “Building Fund”, the “Clergy’s Discretionary Fund”, the Adult 
B’nai Mitzvah Scholarship Fund, the Morse and Social Action Projects and the Sy Hirschenfang Scholar-in-Residence Fund. We 
will accept donations to any of our funds. The General Fund always needs your help to fund all our wonderful programs.  Please 
send your donations to our Treasurer:  Jim Thrasher, 31 Timberline Drive Poughkeepsie, New York 12603 or on our website; 
www.shir-chadash.org.  The donation tab is on the home page and please remember to complete the message box.  
 
Wendy and Stuart Bill in  thanks to Lindsey Turner 
Sue Marcoe in memory of Cooper Bill, pet of the Bill Family  
Sue Marcoe in memory of her cousin Donald Levy 
Sandy and Jeff Lash in memory of Ted Lash, Jeff’s father. 
Sandy and Jeff Lash in memory of Martha Lash, Jeff’s mother 

 

 
Filling Esther’s Basket 

Jewish Family Service Emergency Fund Purim Campaign 2018 

We wish to thank the following for their generous donations to Esther’s Basket 
 

Rabbi Polish   Cantor Hirschenfang  Amy and Jim Thrasher  Nicky and Lindsey Turner 

Wendy and Stuart Bill  Suzanne and Alex Neil  Andrea  and Bruce Ostwald Lisa Roth and Richard Bordowitz 

Roberta Tracy   Barbara Stapholz   Rita Freeman   Roberta Schiff 

Ilene Kaswer   Jane Freeman Moore   and all the people who dropped cash into the basket!! 

mailto:heidijoykrue@gmail.com
mailto:www.shir-chadash.com
mailto:www.shir-chadash.com
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brings you “a new song” 

 

Calendar 5778 (2017-2018) 
 

Kabbalat Shabbat Services start Friday evening September 8th at 7:30pm 
Family Services begin at 6:30pm 

Sharing Shabbat starts Saturday morning, September 9th at 9:00am 
 

 All are welcome! 
SATURDAY MORNING SHARING SHABBAT 9:00 AM 

 

  September 9 and 23               January 6 and 20 

  October 7 and 21                                                February 3 and 10 
  November 4 and 18                                March 3 and 17 
  December 2 and 9                                 April 7 and 21 
         May 5 and 19 

 
Saturday, September 16th  Selichot Joint Celebration at Temple Beth-El 8:00pm 

Wednesday, September 20th Erev Rosh Hashanah 8:00pm 

Thursday, September 21st Rosh Hashanah 10:00am 
Family Rosh Hashanah Celebration Service 3:00pm 

Friday, September 29th Kol Nidre 8:00pm 

Saturday, September 30th Yom Kippur 10:00am 
Torah Study and Discussion 12:30pm 
Yom Kippur Family Service 2:00pm 

Yom Kippur Afternoon/Yizkor/Concluding Services from 3:00pm to BreakFast 

Sunday, October 1st Sukkah Building and Family Pot Luck Dinner 3:00pm 

Friday, October 6th Sukkot Family Shabbat 6:30pm 

Friday, October 13th  Simchat Torah Family Shabbat 6:30pm 
Sunday, November 19th Interfaith Thanksgiving Service 5:00pm  

Friday, December 15th “Light Up the Night” Family Chanukah Service 6:30pm 
Saturday, February 3rd Tu B’Shevat Seder 11:30am 

Friday, march 2nd Purim Celebration 6:30pm 
Friday, March 23rd Joint Service with Temple Beth-El at FPUPC 7:30pm 

 Friday, March 30th No Services—Pesach—First Seder 
Friday, April 13th  7:30pm at Vassar Temple with Anita Diamont 

Friday, April 20th Yom Haastmaut Shabbat 7:30pm 
Friday, April 27th Joint Service at Temple Beth-El 7:30pm 

Saturday, May 19th Tikkun Leyl Shavuot—Time TBA 
Friday, June 1st Honoring Our Teachers at 7:30pm 

Friday, June 15th Board Installation at 7:30pm 
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Win/Win With Groceries UPDATE! 
Join us in an easy fund-raising effort that will fit right into your 
weekly grocery trip.  Just buy grocery GIFT CARDS from Shir 
Chadash.  This is how it works: Buy gift cards in $25 increments 
from Shir Chadash.  Choose Tops, Hannafords, ShopRite, Adams 
Fairacre Farms or Stop & Shop. You can also purchase a gift card 
to support our programs to feed the hungry.  When Shir Chadash 
has accumulated $1,000 per store, you get your cards. A 
percentage of the money you spend comes back to Shir Chadash. 

Use PayPal to place your order – you can 
use a credit card even if you don’t have a 
PayPal account.  
Www.shir-chadash.org 

 
Turn around time depends on you...the 

quicker I have complete orders, the quicker the cards come in.  
And you do not have to be a member of Shir Chadash to 

participate.  Call or email 
me with any questions.  
Please order your cards 
now……..  

Wendy Bill;  
227-7236 

bills1989@msn.com 

Shir 
Chadash 
Gift Card 
Purchase 

Board of Trustees 
2017-2018 

 
President   Lindsey Turner  
Vice President   TBD 
Secretary    Wendy Bill 
Treasurer   Jim Thrasher  
Immediate Past President   Jane Freeman Moore 
Trustee   Steve Moskowitz 
Trustee   Lori Dritz 
Trustee   Adam Belok   
Trustee   Sue Marcoe 

Clergy 

Rabbi Daniel Polish 
Cantor Gail Hirschenfang 

Rabbi Emeritus Leonard A. Schoolman 

Weather Cancellations Visit 

WWW.CANCELLATIONS.COM and  

WHUD RADIO 100.7. Friday evening 

SERVICES WOULD BE CANCELLED BY 

5:00pm Sharing Shabbat 

WOULD BE CANCELLED BY 

7:00am 

 

  

http://www.shir-chadasah.org
mailto:bills1989@msn.com
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=PcwqqlpaCvZGyM&tbnid=ITYKg834LFvLFM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hostmerchantservices.com%2Fgift-cards-loyalty%2Fleverage-gift-cards-to-grow-your-business%2F&ei=rz7lUt
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 
 

Kabbalat 
Shabbat  
7:30pm 

7 
 

Sharing 
Shabbat 
9:00am 

8 9 
 

Board 
Meeting 
7:00pm 
FPUPC 

10 11 12 13 

Kabbalat 
Shabbat  
7:30pm 

Joint Service 
at Vassar 
Temple 

Anita 
Diamant 

14 

Shabbat 
Morning 

Joint Service 
at Temple  

Beth-El 
9:30am 

Anita 
Diamant 

15 
 

Brunch & 
Book 

Signing  
at FPUPC 
12:30pm 

Anita 
Diamant 

 

16 17 18 19 20 
 

Kabbalat 
Shabbat  
7:30pm 

21 
 

Sharing 
Shabbat 
9:00am 

22 

Annual 
Concert     
ASEFA 
Music 

5:00pm 
Vassar 
College 

23 24 25 26 27 
 

Kabbalat 
Shabbat  
7:30pm 

Joint 
Service at 

Temple 
Beth-El 

28 

29 30      


