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This calendar year has already been a very active one
for both Congress, and the New Mexico State
Legislature, in terms of discussing, debating, and
ultimately acting on a variety of budget matters.
To begin, we’ll take a look at the national scene. I
think it’s safe to say anyone with a pulse is aware of
the so-called “fiscal cliff” that confronted Congress at
the end of January, as well as the “sequester” that
went into effect at the end of February. But exactly
what direct impact do these news-making stories,
coming out of Washington, D.C., have on local transit
funding and system operations?
Unfortunately, the answer to that question is
uncertain at this point, but it is clear that reductions
in federal spending are being implemented in
departments across the federal government, including the U.S. Department of Transportation. Most
notably, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)
has closed air traffic control towers at over onehundred
airports nationwide. Although no comparable cuts have been made by the Federal Transit
Administration (FTA), FTA is looking closely at
grantees to ensure satisfactory progress is being
made expending
existing grants, or such grants
will face de-obligation. The federal fiscal belt is
clearly being tightened.

At the state level, the New Mexico Legislature passed
legislation this year that will phase-out the “holdharmless” provision (related to repeal of the sales tax
NEW MEXICO
on food and medicine some years ago) that provided
PASSENGER
T R A N S P O R T A T I O N transfer payments to local governments to compensate for tax revenue lost at the local level. Over a
ASSOCIATION
period of 15 years, municipalities will lose this
funding source which is a significant component of
many local budgets (+/- $10M per year in Santa Fe).
Although this legislative action did not directly reduce
funds for transit, local governments will face the

unpleasant scenario of either raising taxes, or cutting
services (such as public transportation) to make up
for lost revenue.
So what can a local transit agency do in response to
this uncertain financial future? One key action is to
partner with the NMPTA in telling our story to all of
our elected officials at the local, state, and federal
levels. The services we provide are critical to the
quality of life of many of their constituents, and those
stories must be told.
During Transportation Day at the New Mexico State
Legislature this year, on March 5th, NMPTA board
members met with every member of the Senate
Committee on Transportation, as well as the House
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, in
order to introduce ourselves and begin communicating the importance of public transportation to the
people of New Mexico. I also had an opportunity to
present our organization to the full House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, and along with
Delilah Garcia of the Taos Chile Line, requested
consideration of transit in future state transportation
funding legislation. Delilah and I received a warm
response from the committee with regard to NMPTA
goals and objectives, and a commitment from
committee members to advocate for local transit
systems, at the state level, and beyond.
As we face an uncertain financial future in terms of
federal, state, and local funding, it is essential that we
build relationships at all levels of government.
NMPTA asks for your support in this initiative and
encourages you to attend our upcoming annual
conference to learn more about issues facing transit
providers and what we, collectively, can do in
response. Help NMPTA tell the stories of the passengers we serve, so that needed funding may continue
to keep our systems operating both now and in the
future.
Jon Bulthuis, President
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News from NM Department of Transportation
NMDOT Transit and Rail Division Announces the FY 2014 Federal Transit Administration, (FTA) Grant Awards
The New Mexico Department of Transportation’s Transit and Rail Division
announced the FY 2014 awards at its annual Statewide Transit Budget Award
Meeting on April 17, 2013. Subgrantees submitted applications in August 2012.
The available federal funds will support capital, administration, and operations at
public transit agencies from October 1, 2013 through September 30, 2014. A total
of $11,843,457.99 in federal transit grant funds was awarded, which includes
FTA Sections 5310 and 5311.
Section 5310 applicants:
The FY 2014 budget recommendations can be found on the NMDOT website,
Transit and Rail Divisions web page at: http://dot.state.nm.us/content/dam/
nmdot/Transit_Rail/FY14BudgetPacketFINAL.pdf
The agencies are awarded funds under Federal Transit Administration (FTA)
Section 5310 for capital and operating assistance providing transportation to
enhance mobility of seniors and individuals with disabilities.
FY 2014 budget award highlights are as follows:
Under MAP-21 the apportionments have been awarded to specific areas, and are
as follows:
• Urbanized Area (UZA) or Large Urban areas with population of 200,000 or more
o Agencies located in the Albuquerque area
• UZA or Small Urban areas with population of 50,000 – 199,999
o Agencies located in the Las Cruces, Farmington, Los Lunas, and the
Santa Fe areas
• Nonurbanized areas (Rural)
o Agencies located in all other areas
There were six Large Urban applicants’ requesting $803,710.08 in federal funds.
The available federal amount is $589,434.00 and the awarded amount is
$743,434.08. The difference will be supplemented by prior year’s apportionments.
There were five Small Urban applicants’ requesting $414,547.29 in federal funds.
These applicants received the full requested amount.
There were six Rural applicants’ requesting $328,538.97 in federal funds. These
applicants received the full requested amount.
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The total number of 5310 vehicles to be purchase during the FY 14 year is 42, an
increase of 10 vehicles. Under a pilot program, an urban subgrantee was
awarded the purchase of smartphones and training.
There was an 29% increase in recommended funds between FY 13 and FY 14.
The increase in awarded federal funds from FY 13 to FY 14 was $349,417.61.
The following 17 agencies will be receiving funding under Section 5310
beginning October 1, 2013:
Subgrantee

City

Total Federal
Recommended

Section 5310 - Rural
Ben Archer

Hatch

$65,600.00

Coyote Canyon

Gallup

$59,200.00

Door of Opportunity

Artesia

$77,940.00

EnSuenos Y Los Angelitos

Taos

$26,800.00

Los Alamos County

Los Alamos

$68,800.00

PMS - McKinley County

Gallup

$30,198.97

Section 5310 -Large Urban
Adelante

Albuquerque

$181,344.00

ARCA - Capital

Albuquerque

$120,262.40

ARCA - Operating

Albuquerque

$56,768.00

Casa Angelica

Albuquerque

$33,600.00

Go-Fors, Inc. TOO

Albuquerque

$79,459.68

Mandy's Special Farm

Albuquerque

$60,800.00

Rio Metro RTD

Albuquerque

$211,200.00

Section 5310 -Small Urban
Families and Youth

Las Cruces

$57,600.00

La Vida Felicidad

Los Lunas

$65,628.80

PMS - San Juan County

Farmington

$90,719.53

PMS - Santa Fe County

Santa Fe

$30,198.97

Tresco, Inc

Las Cruces

TOTAL CAPITAL

$170,399.98
$1,486,520.33
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Section 5311 applicants:
Requests for FY 2014 Section 5311
administration and operating federal
funds came in at a total of
$9,974,374.10,
which
included
Sections 5316 and 5317. The FY 2014
applications were due prior to the
implementation of MAP-21; therefore,
requests for operating or capital
budgets were merged into Section
5311. Recommended FTA FY2014
grant awards for administration and
operations is $9,016,708.20. Recommended total (federal and local)
administration and operating grant
Subgrantee
Ben Archer
Carlsbad, City of
Clovis, City of
Golden Spread
Hobbs, City of
Pueblo of Laguna
Las Vegas, City of
Los Alamos County
Milan, Village of
Navajo Nation
NCI
NCRTD
Portales, City of
Red River, Town of
Rio Metro RTD
Roswell, City of
Ruidoso Downs
Socorro, City of
SWRTD
Taos, Town of
Zia Therapy
Total

awards for FY 2014 is $15,877,395.75.
The method used to calculate the
awarded amounts were based on the
percentage increase of the Funding
Distribution Index (seven indicators),
located on page 28 on the Budget
Packet., which can be found at, http://
dot.state.nm.us/content/dam/nmdot/
Transit_Rail/
FY14BudgetPacketFINAL.pdf
The FY 2014 awards still represent an
increase of 3.3% from FY 2013, which
includes the operating funds from
Sections 5316 and 5317 grant
programs.

FTA Administration & Operating
Recommended
$140,572.00
$347,136.40
$494,295.70
$126,051.58
$344,621.67
$95,344.88
$147,381.84
$1,352,909.74
$159,816.18
$379,831.44
$354,832.00
$1,387,067.60
$88,792.50
$96,561.95
$1,039,391.76
$716,301.79
$151,793.68
$102,290.00
$640,045.84
$347,745.88
$503,923.78
$9,016,708.20
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Capital requests for Section
5311 came in at $4,674,913.32
federal. We will be utilizing
both Sections 5339 and 5311
funds towards these capital
requests. Sections 5309 and
5311 funds in the amount of
$1,310,801.00 are available for
capital for FY 2014. The FY
2014 allocated amount for
capital is $1,340,229.46. A
small reserve from previous
years will help supplement a
portion of the capital cost.
The majority of funds have
been expended for the first
round of State of Good Repair
with a remaining balance of
$95,218.25.
No funds have been expended
for the second round of State
of Good Repair with a remaining balance of $1,748,059. The
Memorandum of Agreements
for the second round expire
March 31, 2014.

Subgrantee
Ben Archer
Carlsbad, City of
Clovis, City of
Golden Spread
Hobbs, City of
Laguna Pueblo
Las Vegas, City of
Los Alamos County
Milan, Village of
Navajo Nation
NCI
North Central RTD
Portales, City of
Red River, Town of
Rio Metro RTD
Roswell, City of
Ruidoso Downs
Socorro, City of
South West RTD
Taos, Town of
Zia Therapy
Total

FTA Capital
Recommended
No request
$
21,086.40
$
17,600.00
$
4,190.40
$ 102,400.00
$
2,400.00
$
56,028.80
$ 236,000.00
No request
$
64,000.00
$
11,200.00
$
96,000.00
$
45,600.00
No request
$
140,800.00
$
148,800.00
$
37,680.00
$
78,400.00
$
81,243.86
$
92,400.00
$ 104,400.00
$ 1,340,229.46

Section 5316 applicants:
All FY 14 applicants that were awarded FY 2013 Section 5316 funds were
awarded the same award for FY 2014 Section 5311.

Section 5317 applicants:
All FY 2014 applicants that were awarded FY 2013 Section 5317 funds were
awarded the same award for FY 2014 Section 5311.
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ABQ RIDE Holds Public Meetings
for Proposed Central Corridor
BRT

News
From
ABQ Ride

It’s still only a concept; the idea of Bus
Rapid Transit down Central Avenue.
But ABQ RIDE needs the public’s input
to determine its feasibility. That’s why it
organized a series of six public
meetings from the end of November to
the middle of December; to get ideas
and opinions in evaluating a bus rapid
transit system concept.

The evening meetings were held in six
different segments of Central Avenue,
from community centers to Albuquerque’s Old Main Library and Museum of
Art and History. Participants heard a
presentation on Bus Rapid Transit by
ABQ RIDE Director Bruce Rizzieri.
They were then asked to give their ideas
and ask questions on the concept. After
the meeting, they were also asked to
take Internet surveys on iPads.

“We believe a more timely bus service
like BRT will increase the peoplecarrying capacity of Central Avenue,”
said Bruce Rizzieri, ABQ RIDE Director.
“People’s ideas and questions will help
determine if this is a system suitable for
Central Avenue.”
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Cities throughout the United States are implementing BRT service as a
key means of enhancing their respective transportation network and as
a component of urban corridor redevelopment plans; because BRT is
more versatile in service delivery and in cost. A BRT system provides
more timely service than a regular bus line through the use of
dedicated lanes, at least for a significant portion of the route, and
strategically-located stations (not just stops) that provide:
1. Boarding platforms level with the
floor of the bus
2. Off-bus fare collection enabling
riders to purchase tickets outside the
bus, reducing dwell time inside the
bus.
3. A smart signal system, which allows
buses to communicate with traffic
signals, which reduces bus delays at
traffic lights by allowing additional
“green light time” for buses.
As the city is undertaking an Alternatives Analysis as the first step in
determining the operational and financial feasibility of a BRT system
along Central Avenue, ABQ RIDE will continue to need the public’s
input. ABQ RIDE is considering another round of public meetings
along the Central Avenue Corridor to get people’s ideas and opinions
about the project. Those could be scheduled as soon as late February
or March, 2013.
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News from

North
Central

NCRTD HOLIDAY GIVING TREE
TO SUPPORT THE
CHILDREN OF CYFD

Regional
Transit
District

This year the North Central Regional
Transit District hosted a Holiday
Giving Tree in its Jim West Regional
Transit Center headquarters to
benefit the children of the Española
Center for the New Mexico Children,
Youth and Families Department
(CYFD). Drivers and administration
were quick to snap up gift tags for

recipients and before long the tree
was surrounded by brightly wrapped
gifts for the foster children sponsored
by the Department. Representatives
from CFYD joined RTD drivers and
staff by the tree (picture below) as
they came by the RTD headquarters
to collect presents that were being
dispersed to the kids at their holiday
party held on December 13. The New
Mexico Children, Youth and Families
Department provides an array of
prevention, intervention, rehabilitative and after-care services to New
Mexico children and their families.
Additionally, the CYFD partners with
communities to strengthen families in
New Mexico to be productive and self
-sufficient. For more information on
CYFD and the services they provide,
visit www.cyfd.org
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A GRATEFUL TRIBUTE TO “C.A.T.S.”
By Glenda Horner
December 5, 2012

Luciano helped me sell the ol’ Chevy
and bought for Bobbie the ’74
Plymouth with just a few thousand
miles on it. Was it just another kind act
from a good heart of my deceased
dad’s friend? Or was it an act of terror
that I would be found racing the cars up
and down the streets of Clovis like I do
the lumbering old carts at Wal-Mart –
making grim-faced people scatter in
every direction? Did Luciano foresee
that I would blindly ram those carts (or
cars!) into concrete pillars, muttering
grandly, “Stupid ol’ cart!”
Whatever his motive, this began my
career of bumming rides, a career
quickly cut short by harried people tired
of me pestering them when I wanted to
go, go, go! So – I fearfully took my first
ride on public transit, missing my dear

mom, who had faithfully transported
me before her passing from cancer.

Highlighting

It took me a while to get the hang of it,
but when you are on the bus more than
you are at home, you soon feel right at
home, laughing, (and sometime crying),
with all the drivers and fellow passengers! At first I feared the drivers,
especially when I had my usual ten bags
from Wal-Mart instead of the restricted
two! Soon, however, I discovered that
they were all very kind and anxious to
make my venture into an independent
lifestyle, a richly rewarding experience.

New Mexico

Lest I become further tedious with all of
my expostulations, let me just summarize by saying that public transportation
has enabled a visually impaired “ol’
maid” like me to live a rich, productive,
and far too mobile, (just ask the
dispatchers!) life alone, 500 miles away
from my worried, (but confident in me),
siblings and doting nephews!
Thanks C.A.T.S.!
Systems)

(Clovis Area Transit

A

Transportation
Provider

Clovis Area
Transit
System,
C.A.T.S.
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A note
from a
fellow
driver

From the “Driver’s Perspective”
written by Clifford Martin
Clovis Area Transit System, City of Clovis

Engines rumbling, light flashing, walk around’s! It’s a little after 6:00 a.m.
and the buses are getting prepared for the day. It’s time to go, bus after
bus pulls out, going in all directions to pick up their first passengers, many
are going to work, doctor appointments, college and yes, Wal-mart.
Almost everyone boarding the buses have ridden long enough, they are
on a first name basis with the drivers. Passenger’s board, greeting the
driver with a “Good Morning”, “Good afternoon”, and “Good Evening.”
Sometimes even a gripe or a long story. We run from one end of town to
the other, all day long, slowed by school zones, traffic lights and slow drivers. In spite of the many obstacles, we do our best to get our passengers
to their destinations on time.
Sometimes we head across town to pick up passengers, only to be called
to go in the opposite direction to pick up another rider. Sometimes you
do not know if you are coming or going and this is an occurrence that is
repeated several times a day. As if that is not enough, we also find time
to wash buses, mow the grass and pick up trash.
In the mix of all the riders we carry, we transport some that are confined
to wheelchairs. To safely transport them, all of our transit drivers have
gone through training to ensure these passengers have a safe and comfortable ride.
As our day comes to an end, the buses start returning to base, the drivers
are tired from the many miles that have been driven. We are good at
what we do and always ensure our riders are well treated and shown that
they are the number one priority.

Save The Date:
NMPTA FY2013 Quarterly Training Schedule


2013 NM Transit Road-eo, Conference and Expo
Register Today at www.nmpta.com
Road-eo: April 14, 2013
Conference and Expo: April 15th - 16h, 2013
Location: Buffalo Thunder Resort and Spa
Pojoaque, NM



Sound Fiscal Management Using Performance Measures
Facilitated by Carol Wright/Keven Anderson,
North Dakota State University/Upper Great Plains Transit Institute, (NDSU/UGPTI)
When: Thursday, June 20, 2013
Location: Mid Region Council of Governments
809 Copper Avenue NW
Albuquerque, NM 87102

New Mexico Passenger
Transportation Association

Phone: 505-796-8377
Fax: 505-212-0525

P.O. Box 15272
Rio Rancho, NM 87174

E-mail:
info@nmpta.com

