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Thank you to all the people who have contributed to this edition.
Linda Baxter – “Getting to Know You”
Agnes Connor – submitted Article
Gundi Sheppard – proof-reader
Thanks also to our manager, activities director, coordinators and all
contributors.

Bill & Lois Brimmer
Another season is coming upon us. Soon the annual
migration of snowbirds will start. Hopefully we will
have a wide variety of specimens this year. Last year
our bird count was way down. We are looking forward
to the 21/22 season. Hopefully those of you from the
other side can join us again.
The whole maintenance crew has worked diligently
on the water here in the park. Now working to get the
park pretty for everyone’s arrival.
We have been working on the pool and spa area
to make the corrections of the poor workmanship by
contractors.
We have done some major work between Hacienda
and Rice Creek along Peru to improve drainage for our
lakes.
We are in the planning stages of getting bids to replace the whole roof of the club house. The push is on
to do it this year. This may cause some inconveniences;
however, it must be done.
Hope to see you all soon.

Prudy and Dave Hodsdon
Welcome to the 2021/2022 winter season at Rice
Creek. We are looking forward to seeing everyone returning to their winter home! By the time this newsletter is published we will all know if our Canadian family
is able to return.
November is a fairly quiet month, so rest up and
get ready for the busy times ahead. We will have our
Thanksgiving dinner in the hall. I sure did miss it last
year. At this point I am not sure how it will be served
but it will be a wonderful gathering with friends and
food. Life doesn’t get much better.
Anyone wanting to start an activity or volunteer for
any activity please see in the office. I’m in the office
from 9:00 a.m. until noon. You can also contact me at
my home. My phone number: 613 312 1461.
There is a long list of activities that require volunteers.
We also welcome any new ideas.
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EDITORIAL
by Sharon Bruce

It is hard to believe that the first newsletter came out four
years ago in January 2018. Standing in the office, BJ handed
me our first edition. I was like a kid in a candy store waiting
for the clerk to serve me. Excitement and fear gripped me
since most of the contributions were mine. It did not take
long before people came forward and the newsletter truly
became a collaborative effort. I have enjoyed putting it
together.
Norm and I were home last season, so the newsletters were
a bit more challenging to compile. Nevertheless, once again
people came forward and provided information and items.
This year we are in the same boat so far and do not know if
we will be able to go to Rice Creek.
This season Doug and Robin Vaughan will be taking over
the reins. I have no doubt they will do a wonderful job. It is
time for new ideas. Please welcome them and help them by
contributing items. Keep in mind that this newsletter does
not print negative or political views. It has always been for
people’s reading enjoyment.
This will be my last editorial.
In September, I heard from John Vaccher, that his wife, Jane
passed away peacefully at home. I waited until I got off the
phone with him and then gave way to my grief. Jane had
become a good friend, and someone I valued, appreciated,
and loved.
Jane was one of the first people I met at Rice Creek. At
first, I was not sure how to take her or what to think about
her because she was blunt. Her delivery was not always diplomatic, but a person always knew what was on her mind.
There was no pretense. What you saw and heard was who
she was.
A woman of action and compassion came in the package of the busy, enthusiastic and hard-working Jane. Her
enthusiasm was not displayed in a loud animated manner,
but it was revealed in her willingness to lead projects and
her volunteering work. Whenever I needed help with an
activity, she was there to lend a hand. She had exceptional
organizational skills and knew how to stretch a dollar.
When she was aware of a birthday or a special occasion,
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she put together a gift and usually delivered it anonymously.
If you received a secret small gift by your door or balloons
on your lawn it may have been from Jane.
At Christmas and Easter, she baked desserts and packaged
them. On her bike she delivered these to people she knew
and did not know.
When a call went forth for meals, for the sick within the
park. Jane did not hesitate to come forth with not only one
but often a few meals and other items as a pick me up.
Music, literature, live shows, theatre and movies were some
of her passions. One only had to ask Jane about a song, and
she knew who sang it, when they sang it and often who
wrote it. I was sure she had a database of music and movies
within her.
Her witty and dry sense of humor often had me in stitches.
During the last year and half Jane and I kept in contact by
messenger and video. We did not chat every week, but we
did chat every month or two. Often, she did not want to
talk about her fight with cancer, so we chatted about family,
people, world events, etc.
I know she fought hard to beat the monstrous cancer that
plagued her. Jane was feisty and energetic.
I will miss her presence on this earth and at Rice Creek.
I know we all lose people we care about, and it is never
easy. When this happens, I am glad for the times I spent with
them. Those memories help me through my grief.
I pray and hope all at Rice Creek have developed or will
develop friendships that they will cherish.
We all leave deposits in other people’s lives one way or
another. Jane touched and left some wonderful deposits in
many people’s lives.
Jane was known by many not only because she took time
with others she also was an active community member
through her volunteer efforts. The best way to get to know
people in the park is to offer your time and services.
If someone appears off putting at first or doesn’t make a
great first impression, take time to get to know who is underneath the surface, and you may find an unreplaceable
treasure, like me and so many others found in Jane.
By Sharon Bruce
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Library: Coordinator and
Volunteer(s) Needed

We Have New Up The Creek Editors
By Dana Cosby

As most of you know, our library caretaker has left Rice
Creek. Our library contains many books, movies, puzzles
and games. One coordinator and a few volunteers would
keep things organized. Many hands make light work and
volunteers could rotate their time.
Contact Prudy for more information 613 312 1461

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

If you would like your birthday and/or anniversary posted
in the newsletter contact Prudy 613 312 1461. Please note:
provide the day and month only.

BULLETIN BOARD
at the back of the hall

Post notes on 3”x5” cards. Write date posted on card.
This board will be checked and kept neat The cards will be
removed every two months.
For more information see Prudy
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Doug and Robin Vaughan
Sharon Bruce is stepping down as the editor of Up the
Creek. She started the monthly newsletter for Rice Creek RV
Park about five years ago and has done a wonderful job ever
since.
We are very fortunate to have another couple in the park,
Doug and Robin Vaughan, who have agreed to take over the
editor responsibilities of our monthly winter newsletter.
Doug and Robin have lived in Riverview Florida for over
17 years and have resided at Rice Creek since 2019. They
know the area quite well. As part of their responsibilities,
they would like to share their knowledge of the area with
the people of Rice Creek. They would like to invite anyone in
the park to help out with compiling the newsletter. (E-mail
douglasmvaughn@gmail.com).
Douglas ran a sign manufacturing company and Robin
was a paralegal before they retired.
Douglas and Robin want to get to know as many people
as possible in the coming months. So stop and say hi if you
get a chance at 11109 Rice Creek Dr.
They will be taking over the responsibility of the newsletter
in December.
Welcome to you both.
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Line Dancing

Greetings Rice Creek Line Dancers
As you may have heard Bob & I have put our winter home
up for sale. With the uncertainty of border crossings & Covid
numbers we feel it is the prudent thing to do. Our little abode
will not do well if closed up & unattended much longer.
We are so so grateful for the fun & many friendships over
the 22 years in the park. Rice Creek will always hold a special
place in our hearts.
I especially wish all my fellow line dancers the best. Interestingly, likely due to COVID I joined an advanced group
of line dancers here in our park in Canada. We have been
dancing 2 days a week on the street summer & winter since
Covid started. I have picked up many new dances. One of
them you might like to check out is called Hill Billy Girls. Very
energetic & cute & much appreciated by a nearby seniors
residence where our group preformed recently.
I realize it would be unfair of me to hold on to the fun
position of teaching line dancing with the uncertainties of
being able to return. I will share whatever I can with whoever
Prudy picks to replace me.
Let’s all pray that our lives return to some normalcy soon.
Stay well!
Lana
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GETTING TO KNOW YOU
By Linda Baxter

Denny and Carla Smith have been coming to Rice Creek
for 13 years. When they initially came, they thought it was a
fun place with lots of activity and good people.
They have 7 children, 21 grandchildren and 15 great grandchildren. Before retiring, Denny performed custodial and
maintenance duties at a public school. Carla was a minister
for 22 years before becoming a pastor at Rice Creek. She is
involved in many activities around the park. Denny enjoys
fishing, kayaking and hunting but loves to teach classes in
his home as well as his church in Michigan.
The only thing they considered wanting to do that they
haven’t already done was to travel. Carla wanted to go to
Hawaii and Denny wanted to go to Alaska.
Carla thought that others may not be aware that her dad
once owned a bar and that she used to be a barmaid before
she came to know Jesus as her Lord and Savior. What a testament; barmaid to pastor. Denny fell off a roof once and broke
his ankle and wrist. He also used to drive a school bus. They
don’t like to talk about themselves but enjoy their time at
Rice Creek.
Their suggestion to newcomers to the park is to get involved and keep laughing. Live with joy!
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Friday Morning Meeting

Coffee and donuts at 7:45 a.m. Information meeting at 8:30
a.m.
This is the place to find out what is happening in the park
and any changes to scheduled events. All are encouraged to
attend.

BINGO

Every Thursday Nickel bingo is at 6:30 pm. 25 nickels, 5
dimes and 6 quarters is all you need for this entertaining
night.
The prizes are not huge, but it promises to be a fun night.
For more info contact Paul Albert

Chapel Services will start November 14th
for the 2021/22 season. Chapel starts at 9am
in the Hall. All are welcome to come – Hope
to see you there!
Cathy Peters

BAR-B-Que by the master Hot Dawg Floyd Anderson.
These are served on scheduled Saturdays. See calendar for
dates.

SHUFFLEBOARD

Tuesday and Thursday 8:30 a.m.
New members welcomed.
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Sad Time
By Bunny Connor
I am going to tell you about a very sad
time in my life:
In Pennsylvania, I had a gorgeous
two-bedroom apartment - first with my
husband Alan then when he passed, with
my Bill. I have been so very happy in this
large apartment. The only drawback in the
last few years has been the twenty-three
steep stairs, to get to a beautiful deck. I
could sit on this deck for hours with Alan or
Bill, watching the clouds, checking out the
lovely trees, beautiful flowers down below
or watching and listening to the birds at
my daughter’s bird feeders. That was my
favourite thing about being on this deck.
Susan would hang two very large feeders
in the tree next to our deck. All kinds of
birds would visit. Oh, how we loved them.
It was so very pleasant to hear all the happy
chirping from all the different varieties of
birds that visited.
We had a large awning over the deck, so it
was always pleasant, (no matter the weather) and being so high, there was always a
nice breeze.
Bill and I found a six candle chandelier for
the deck. We had fun buying it at a yard sale.
Who else has a beautiful chandelier on their
elevated deck? It was so pretty, we loved
it. Of course, I always had hanging pots of
flowers and that added to the beauty and
charm, not to mention color. We loved that
deck!
If that apartment didn’t have such steep
steps and was on flat ground, it would have
been perfect!
When I went home this summer, I had
to pack up all my possessions or get rid of
them. The house has been sold.
I am now a full time Floridian! But, deep
down in my heart I will always be a Pennsylvanian. I love that state! It will be my final
resting place.
But change is a large part of life. It was
very hard getting rid of so many treasures
and attached memories BUT I did it.!!!!!!!!
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You Know You’re a Packrat When...
By Diane Armstrong
During a recent conversation, a fellow confessed to having boxes of ‘treasures’, still unpacked from a move he made to Timmins more than 20 years
ago. While he had no idea what was in most of them, he did tell me that he
had found one of the very first TV remote control devices – one that had a long
wire that went from the device on the arm of his easy chair, under the carpet
and into the back of the television set. It had the capability of changing all
channels from 2 to 13.
The Love of my Life clung to an old television set that had lost its rabbit
ears and only has channels 2 to 13. I tried several times to get it to the curb
on garbage day, but he always rescued it. I dare not ask why. Should I have
introduced him to the man who has the remote control?
What inexpensive gift does one get for the man-who-has-everything? How
about a beer mug? They’ve been produced for: hockey teams, universities,
special events, cities & towns; with off-colour humour, handles on the outside,
handles on the inside and with 2 handles. They’re made of bone China, glass,
wood, porcelain and pewter. I know. “We” had over 50 of them. Who washed
or dusted them? I can assure you that it was not the owner!
I do take comfort though, that his collection did not include baseball caps.
I’m told that some of these collections number in the thousands, with advertising for everything from plumbing shops, bars, sports teams, cars, saloons,
garages, and all things masculine. What do they do with them?
Folks who judiciously discard an item from their home when a new item is
brought in earn my utmost admiration. Those are the ones who would never
cringe if someone went into their basement or attic. All things being stored
are in neat, labelled boxes. The shelves are not jammed from top to bottom
and one side to the other with a maze of old vacuum cleaner parts, boxes of
used golf balls, paint cans dating back to 1977, failed battery chargers and
broken thingamajigs – all of which “Might Come In Handy Someday”.
While doing all this finger-pointing, I must confess that I too, collect things.
However, I hasten to point out that when I save things, I have a hard and
fast rule. They must have an intrinsic historical value. All old books, political
badges, bank statements, telephone directories, magazines and newspaper
clippings fall into that category. So do things I deem sentimental, (i.e. my old
size 7 clothes, kid’s art work and their hand made gifts from 40 years ago) for
they could have some historical value sometime in the future.
From this we can deduce two things. When a man saves, it’s because he
thinks it might come in handy some day. (But where do beer mugs, ball caps
or broken junk fit into this reasoning?) When a woman saves, it’s because
she truly understands and appreciates the historical value of the items being
retained. The definitive answer as to who is right, is sure to spark some animated familial discussions - as it did in our house!
The big question remains though. Do you know anyone who would like a
ready-made, ready-to-display, slightly-dusty beer mug collection?
That’s my view from Over the Hill.
Revised Sept. 2021
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37. Place for a mobile

39. Nymph in a fountain
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EVENTS GONE BY
4th of July
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EVENTS GONE BY
Sun Birds Supper Out
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RECIPES

(Taken from the book “A Taste of Rice Creek” volume 2)
Dear Abby’s famous pecan pie
Barb Phair
9” unbaked pie crust
1 c. light corn syrup
1 c. firmly packed dark brown sugar
3 eggs (lightly beaten)
½ c. melted butter
½ tsp salt
1 tsp vanilla
At least 1 c. pecan halves.
Cool whip or whipped cream

One-pot chicken/turkey stroganoff
Donna Kelly
1 med onion
2 T. cooking oil
3 c. medium noodles, uncooked
2 c. of diced cooked chicken or turkey
1 pkg frozen mixed vegetables
3 c. broth or 2 chicken bouillon cubes dissolved
in 3 cups water
½ tsp of salt
½ tsp of poultry seasoning
¼ tsp of garlic powder
1 c. sour cream
Sauté onion in oil in large Dutch oven until tender. Add
noodles, chicken or turkey, vegetables, broth, salt, poultry
seasoning, garlic powder and pepper. Bring to a boil. Cover
and reduce heat. Simmer until noodles are tender, stirring
occasionally. Remover from heat and stir in sour cream.
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Heat oven to 350 F. in a large bowl combine the corn syrup,
sugar, eggs, butter, salt and vanilla. Mix well. Pour filling into
unbaked pie shell. Cover top with pecan halves. Bake for
45-50 minutes or until set (toothpick inserted in center will
come out clean). If crust is getting too brown, cover with foil
for remaining baking time. Cool then top with cool whip or
whipped cream just before serving. Serves 8 to 10.
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LAUGHS, SMILES
and GIGGLES
By Bunny Connor
Son, “Mama, I have da biggest feet in da third grade. Is dat
becoss Im a big fellar?”
Mom, “No, it’s because you’re nineteen.”
If you live in Green Bay, Wisconsin, how do you keep bears
out of your backyard?
Put up goalposts.
Did you hear about the hurricane that hit New Jersey and
inflicted $11 million worth of improvements?
The reason New Yorkers are depressed is because the light
at the end of the tunnel is New Jersey.
Still holding on to hope that these Mott’s Clamato Caesar
cups can be filled by our Canadian friends this winter! Lord
willing, we can all be together again enjoying all that unfolds
at Rice Creek. John and Kathy Keddell

How is a divorce in Florida like a hurricane? Either way you
lose the trailer.
What is a seven course meal in North Dakota? A hamburger and a six pack.
A German tourist was driving 140 miles an hour in his BMW
and the highway patrol pulled him over. The patrolman said,
“I’m going to have to search your car.”
“Okay, javohl”, says the German. The patrolman looked
inside the trunk, and there was a piece of raw, bloody meat.
When he questioned the German, he said “Oh ja, that is mine
spare veal!”

FALL BACK!!

Daylight Saving Time
ends November 7th.
Change clocks back one hour.

And...Don’t forget to
change the battery in
your smoke detector.
November 2021
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