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Program Notes From Meetings

		   Calendar of Meetings for 2012
Saturdays, 10 a.m., Falmouth Public Library

   Jan. 14	 Michael Brophy – the 1940 Census – at the Falmouth Senior Center on Dillingham Ave.
   Feb 11	 What’s New On The Web - 
   March 10 	 Marcia Melnyk – Don’t Reinvent the Wheel – Tapping into the Knowledge of Others
   April 14	 Sharon Sergeant – Investigative Genealogy
   May 12 	 Annual Meeting – Jeramie Hammond – A Vision of a New FGS Website

Tracking Your Family Through the U.S. Censuses
Presented by Joy Henning – October 8, 2011

by Ralph Wadleigh

On October, 8, 2011, FGS was pleased to welcome  Joy 
Hennig, Research Librarian at the Worcester MA Public 
Library whose topic was Tracking Your Family Through 
the US Censuses. Using examples from her own family, 
Joy illustrated what information was available 
from each census 1790 through 1930. Her 
main points were:

• After 1850 the name of each mem-
ber of the household was recorded.

• The names of most African Ameri-
cans, however, were not recorded 
until 1870.

• As a rule, the later the census, the more 
information you will find.

• No single census included exactly the same ques-
tions as another.

• People did not always respond truthfully to the 
census taker.

• Census takers often made mistakes due to lan-
guage barriers and other factors.

• Be aware that every time the data was copied, there 
was potential for error.

• Never rely on a transcription – go back to the 
filmed or digitized original whenever possible.

• Be sure to look at the names and data for 
each person listed in the household; some 
may be relatives even if they do not share 
the head of household’s surname. 

• When searching, try every variant of a 
particular name.

• Compare the data found with that from 
other sources.

Examples of each of the censuses were circulated 
illustrating the variety of information contained in 

each. Hennig’s presentation was an excellent introduc-
tion and review of the informative value of the US cen-
suses, clearly genealogy’s most important basic resource.
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Joint Meeting of the Cape Cod and Falmouth Genealogical Societies
Three lectures presented by Dick Eastman, blogger and tech guru

November 12, 2011 – St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, Osterville, MA

# 1. The Organized Genealogist
by Janet Burt Chalmers

Dick Eastman’s first talk to the meeting of the Cape 
Cod and Falmouth Genealogical societies focused on 
organization. Being very organized himself, Dick told 
us right away that his slide presentation was available to 
us all at: http://www.eogn.com/handouts/organized. I 
have taken the liberty to make my report based on that 
web address.

Dick started with some very funny cartoons that I cer-
tainly identified with, showing family reactions to the 
title of his talk and then showing a photograph of an 
office much like mine featuring piles of papers precari-
ously balanced!

Following the preliminaries, Dick said, “Everything that 
I will offer today is something that I use daily.”

He emphasized making constant backups, digitizing 
documents and pictures, and making web searches on 
Google.

Today’s Goal: If you go home and use one or two of 
today’s ideas, I’ll be happy.

• Web Searching (Google) Google is your friend
• Google’s Mission Statement: “Organize the world’s 

information and make it universally accessible and 
useful

• Google Searches: Google will find most of the 
information that you and I post on the web, along 
with more information published by tens of thou-
sands of other individuals and societies. Google 
will not find the information stored within the 
databases of the big sites: Ancestry.com, Family-
Search.org and others

• Google’s Special Syntaxes intitle: Restricts your 
search to the titles of Web pages

• Google’s Special Syntaxes site: Allows you to nar-
row the search by a site or a top-level domain 

Examples: Eogn.com, Ancestry.com, edu
• Google’s Special Syntaxes link: Returns a list of 

pages that link to the specified URL Example: 
link:http://www.eogn.com

• Google’s Special Syntaxes cache: Finds a copy of a 
web page that Google indexed even if that page is 
no longer available today or has since changed its 
contents. Example: cache:www.eogn.com

• Google’s Special Syntaxes daterange: Limits your 
date to a particular date or range of dates that a 
page was indexed. Note #1: It is the date that the 
page was INDEXED by Google, not the page 
CREATION date! Note #2: Date format must be 
in Julian dates

• The original data is kept on your hard drive, which 
will fail someday. For convenience, always keep a 
backup copy on a hard drive, CD, DVD, jump 
drive, or whatever works for you. In case of a local 
disaster (fire, flood, hurricane, tornado, etc.) al-
ways keep a copy somewhere else. Offsite Backup 
Original Your Data Local Backup

• How Often Should You Back Up? CONSTANT-
LY! There are many software products that will 
make nearly constant backups for you. Time 
Machine (Macintosh) – free Karen’s Replicator 
(Windows) – free Mozy (Windows & Macintosh) 
– free to $4.95/month Backblaze (Windows & 
Macintosh) – $4.95/month

• Make Digital Copies: 1. To improve the originals, 
2. To share with others, 3. For preservation, 4. To 
reduce storage space requirements

• Scanning Pictures is Self-explanatory: To improve 
the original photos (faded, scratched, damaged, 
etc.), to share with others, for preservation

• But How About Documents? Genealogy Books? 
Magazines? I am now in the process of scanning 
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The Organized Genealogist
Continued from page 2

# 2. Conservation: Keeping Up With Technology to
Ensure Readability By Future Generations

all of my papers, books, magazines and… I am 
destroying most of the originals!

• But How About Documents? Books? Magazines? 
I don’t want to count how many books I have 
purchased over the years, but I am sure it must 
be several hundred volumes. I don’t want to even 
think about the bottom-line price. I only have 
space in my four bookcases to store a tiny fraction 
of them; the rest are stored in boxes in the base-
ment. Out-of-sight books are books that I rarely 
use. Out of sight, out of mind. I probably wasted 
my money by purchasing all those books as I 
rarely use most of them.

• I Have Another Issue With Storage Space: In my 
retirement years, I plan to move to smaller liv-
ing quarters. This brings up a challenging word: 
DOWNSIZING

• I Have Another Issue With Storage Space: A few 
weeks ago, I made the problem worse by purchas-
ing a new home

• My Solution: Digitize Everything and make plenty 
of backups!

• Being organized reduces frustrations!
• Have a Great (and Organized) Day! http://www.

eogn.com
• www.eogn.com Thank You!
• These slides are available at: http://www.eogn.com/

handouts/organized

by Marianne Lockwood Shafer, FGS 

Presented as his second talk of the morning, Dick East-
man divided the study of genealogy into three phases: 
The Historical (Prior to 1920), The Present (1920 to 
1980), and The Future (2011 and Beyond).

In the Historical period prior to 1920 there were but a 
few genealogical societies, and these were created mostly 
for the elite. Everyone was looking to be somehow 

connected to royalty. Research was very expensive and 
much of the information was second-hand. Compiled 
sources were typically without source citations.

The Present period, 1920-1980, witnessed many 
changes, including the growth of genealogical societ-
ies. Microfilm began in the 1930s and by the 1960s we 
saw popular books on genealogy like Alex Haley’s Roots. 
Excellent source citations came into use at this time.

Between 1980 and today digital records, social network-
ing, and TV programs ushered in an era of expanding 
the genealogical audience. Eastman cited such figures as 
500 million names now on FamilySearch.org, and 6 bil-
lion on Ancestry as evidence of the growing and chang-
ing audience of those interested in genealogy. 

Younger, and driven by technology, TV, and mass 
media, future genealogists may not care to develop 
pedigree charts; instead they may want to research and 
write stories about only a few ancestors. Demographical 
changes, illustrated by a study of college age students in-
terested in genealogy and history, showed, among other 
statistics, that 50% of those in the study did not share 
the same surname as their fathers.

Eastman predicted within the next five years, 60% of all 
internet access worldwide will be by people who do not 
own a “regular” computer. The sale of tablets and hand-
helds is rapidly growing. Improved technology makes 
it possible to gather genealogical and other information 
anywhere and at any time. Cloud computing will be 
the norm. In ten years, we will see more records online 
with faster and better access to those records, and record 
preservation in digital form will make things easier than 
searching original records. Soon all microfilms, books, 
and paper records from local records offices will be avail-
able online, and the emphasis here is on the word ALL.

Dick Eastman’s information-packed presentation made 
apparent the need for genealogists to keep up with 
today’s technology. We want to preserve the records we 

Continued on page 4
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Continued on page 5

have worked hard to compile, so we may pass them on 
to future generations, but paper copies are no longer a 
top priority. We must move more fully into the digital 
world by using those many options technology has pro-
vided us with. What is equally important is to recognize 
that digital equipment must be kept up-to-date, for it 
will be forever changing. This will make it possible for 
future genealogists to have access to what we have ac-
complished.

His following talk focused on the new technology we 
are going to need. 

by Richard Harbison

At the start of this talk, Dick showed the URL for the 
PowerPoint presentation. It is: http://www.eogn.com/
handouts/latesttech. When you type in this URL you 
are redirected to: http://www.slideshare.net/reastman/
the-latest-technology-for-genealogists. When I typed 
in the first URL, the redirection crashed my browser.  
Admittedly, I am using an old platform (Windows XP), 
and I had more than 20 tabs open, with Mozilla Firefox 
as my browser. After I sorted things out, and went after 
the URL with Internet Explorer, everything was OK, 
until I tried to download the presentation, whereupon 
I was told that I had to join FaceBook. I am among 
the last people on the planet who are not members of 
FaceBook, and so I used the slides online, which works 
just fine, and I’m still not a member of FaceBook. I 
am telling you this because you might notice a certain 
grumpy tone in my review, caused by the crashing of 
my browser, which always makes me grumpy.

The talk was divided into two sections. The first section 
was titled, “How to make sure your genealogy data is 
still readable by future generations.” Contrary to the 
overall title of the talk, most of this section was about 
the inferiority of all other storage methods compared 
with digital files. I am in total agreement with this point 
of view, as those of you who took my Internet geneal-
ogy course will attest. Certainly, digital files are superior 
due to the fact that they are compact, multiple copies 

# 3. Latest Technology for Genealogists

can be stored in a wide variety of places, they are easy to 
send, they are easy to put on the Web, they are highly 
portable, to name but a few of their virtues. However, 
digital files are hardly the latest technology, since they 
have been around for many decades.

Dick spent a considerable amount of time talking about 
the limitations of paper and ink. First, the paper itself is 
prone to degradation. Archival paper is expensive, and 
most of the paper that everyone uses has a limited life 
span. However, the worst thing is that very few people 
use real ink for their records (meaning the type of ink 
that used to be used in fountain pens), as this is the 
only type of ink that soaks into the fibers of the paper, 
forming a permanent bond. I wondered to myself about 
ball point pen ink, but did not ask Dick about this. I 
am sure that the audience, had they known, would have 
been pleased that I did not ask this question, since this 
was the last talk of our marathon genealogy session.

Then Dick discussed the limitations of ink jet and toner. 
These are the two main types of ink used in computer 
printers. Ink jet ink has one major drawback – it is 
water-based, and thus it evaporates. As it evaporates, 
colors become fainter, and that’s why your old ink jet 
photographs look so terrible. The first to go is red, and 
the others follow, until there is nothing left.  Toner is 
almost as bad, since it does not sink into the paper, but 
rests as a veneer on top of it. Over time and with use, 
the particles flake off and become fainter and fainter, 
until the manuscript becomes illegible. A member of 
the audience noted that artists have the same problem 
with charcoal, pencil and chalk, and have solved it with 
artist’s fixative. I made some quick Google searches on 
artist’s fixative, toner fixative and pencil writing fixative 
and found that he was indeed correct. I don’t know how 
long these fixatives will extend the life of paper manu-
scripts, but I’m sure that if you are interested you could 
find this online relatively easily.

After the discussion on paper and ink, Dick then moved 
on to the problems with microfilm saying, “Microfilm 
is easily scratched. Even if you never use it, it only has 
a life of 200 to 300 years. Therefore, even with a huge 



5

The Falmouth Genealogical Society

Continued on page 6

Latest Technology
Continued from page 4

set of archival rolls, the life of microfilm is finite. Even 
worse, the oldest microfilm rolls were made of cellulose 
nitrate, which is extremely flammable, and, as it ages, 
turns into an explosive.” On 20 January 2011 the LDS 
Church History Library in Salt Lake City had to be 
evacuated when unstable cellulose nitrate microfilm 
was discovered. This material was transported to a local 
landfill and detonated. The final nail in microfilm’s cof-
fin is the fact that it will no longer be produced in about 
10 years. As a result of the inferiority of microfilm as a 
storage agent, all the material held by the LDS Church 
is being digitized, and all of this digitized material will 
be indexed in less than 10 years. After indexing is com-
plete, all of their voluminous material will be available 
online. For free!

To end the section, Dick advised: “Digitize everything, 
make multiple copies, store them in multiple locations. 
Make multiple backups. Use multiple forms of media: 
CD, DVD, USB jump drives, external hard drives, 
online, etc. Never depend on one backup. Store them 
in multiple locations. Use online backups, which are 
cheaper than hard drives, but one needs a broadband 
connection. There are many online backups: Mozy, 
Backblaze, Dropbox, iBackup, Carbonite, CrashPlan, 
etc.” Note: I did not investigate all of these backup sup-
pliers. I personally use Carbonite, and have had a com-
puter hard drive crash. Believe me, even with an offsite 
backup, getting back to normal takes a fair bit of work.

Then, to reinforce the point, Dick repeated with anoth-
er slide which said the same thing again, “Make mul-
tiple backups! Again, never depend on any one backup, 
Make multiple backups. Use different media. Save them 
in different locations!” I am sure that everyone got the 
point of the first section.

The second section of the talk was titled “Part 2 – Shar-
ing Data.” Although Dick said he was going to discuss 
“two closely related terms, cloud computing and online 
everywhere,” he did not talk much about online every-
where; only pointing out that cell phone coverage was 
still pretty spotty in Maine. He seemed to think that our 
cell phone coverage is ubiquitous on Cape Cod. How-
ever, this is certainly not the case, since I cannot use my 
iPhone in my house, which is only three minutes from 

the Bank of America in Falmouth, where the Occupy 
Falmouth crowd protests every Saturday morning. Try 
using your cell phone from the Chapoquoit Grill in 
West Falmouth as well. Undoubtedly, improved tech-
nology will someday allow Andean explorers to use their 
cell phones, but that day has not yet come. I predict 
that, well before the Andean explorers get ubiquitous 
cell phone coverage, patrons of the Chapoquoit Grill 
will get it. Time will tell if I am correct. As the Nobel 
Laureate Niels Bohr said, “Predictions are very difficult, 
particularly when they are about the future.”

“Cloud computing,” Dick explained, “is sharing of 
resources, particularly across the Internet. Cloud com-
puting can mean than many users are sharing disk 
space.” A good example is Gmail, which differs from 
conventional email programs, in that one’s email is not 
stored on one’s own computer, but is stored on Google’s 
computers. To me, this also means that if you are send-
ing emails that Google would not like, you should not 
use Gmail. “Or,” he said, “many users are using the 
same remote applications.” A good example would be 
an online service that converts Adobe Flash files to files 
that are compatible with an iPhone. The key is that an 
individual has remote access to the shared disk space or 
the application. Again, however, this depends on the 
quality of the connection to the remote facility. Do not 
try this with a dial-up connection.

Dick gave a list of some examples: “Gmail, HotMail, 
Google Docs, various backup programs, online photo 
editing programs, and Ancestry.com”. Cloud comput-
ing provides flexibility and many options. For example, 
Dick said one can: “keep all your information private 
but protected and backed up in state-of-the-art data 
centers; share bits and pieces of your information but 
only with people you choose; share with groups of 
people but only with passwords; make information 
freely available to everyone.” His bottom line was that 
the individual can control what information is avail-
able, and who has access to it. However, while he was 
saying this I was thinking that after another individual 
has access to your information, you pass control of it 
to that individual. I have had personal experience with 
this. When I was starting out in genealogy, I shared my 
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GEDCOM file with other people, and a few of them 
posted it on the Web, without giving me credit for the 
new information I had provided. Others did give me 
credit, and that taught me that it is important to have a 
good idea about the ethical standards of the people you 
give information to. 

Dick then gave examples of shared cloud computing, 
such as: “Ancestry.com’s OneWorldTree; RootsWeb; 
OneGreatFamily.com: FamilySearch; etc. In these cases, 
the information you contribute is ‘pooled’ with info 
supplied by others.” Generally, these pooled informa-
tion sites keep the names of living people private. The 
drawback to these is that the site you contribute to then 
owns the information as much as you do. However, 
there are private cloud computing websites, where you 
have total control over access. He listed: “The Next 
Generation; PhpGedView; WebTrees.net; FamilyTree-
Explorer; and other products where one person or group 
controls all access.” 

Dick quoted predictions that in the near future nearly a 
third of the world’s population will have smartphones, 
and he predicted that a great many people will be using 
smartphone apps to do genealogy. Together with cloud 
computing, these smartphones will become extremely 
powerful computers, capable of doing family history 
research at remote locations. He mentioned WeRelate.
org which is a genealogical wiki (a wiki is defined by 
Wikipedia as “a Web site developed collaboratively by a 
community of users, allowing any user to add and edit 
content”). Using the wiki concept seems like a good 
thing when it comes to a person’s immediate ancestors 
and his close cousins. After all, the person has direct 
knowledge of these relationships, knowing far more 
about them than anyone else. 

However, when it comes to more remote ancestors, pre-
cise knowledge and critical thinking is required. To give 
a concrete example, I have a letter in which my grand-
father stated that his paternal grandfather was named 
Thomas and that he was a school teacher, and that he 
did not remember his grandmother’s maiden name. This 
is reasonable, since he was only seven years old when his 
grandmother died. Fortunately, she has a death notice in 
the Christian Advocate (Nashville, Tennessee) that gives 

some exact dates for her life. It states (in the August 
16, 1884 edition), “MARY C. wife of J. T. HARBI-
SON born Aug. 2, 1834; married Oct. 10, 1853; died 
in home of her son, Robert Harbison, near Bon Aqua 
Spring, Tenn., Mar. 10, 1884.” I know that Robert 
Harbison is the brother of my great grandfather, George 
Washington Harbison. I can match these exact dates 
with other data, such as a copy of a page from the Bible 
of George Washington Fly, Mary Catherine’s father, and 
the Maury County, Tennessee marriage records to show 
that the dates of birth and marriage in the death notice 
match those of the other records precisely. This consti-
tutes genealogical proof of a high order, and would not 
have been possible unless I had done the research. In 
this case, I would argue, my opinion is superior to the 
opinions of others who have not done the research. So, 
while I agree that wikis could be useful, they need to be 
carefully moderated by people who have expertise on 
the particular family history. Thus, I remain skeptical of 
the usefulness of broad-based wikis such as WeRelate.
org.

The final topic that Dick covered was a new website, 
BillionGraves (http://billiongraves.com/). This new 
website is a competitor of FindaGrave.com (http://
www.findagrave.com). Its advantage is that it has a 
smartphone app, which makes it easy to upload pic-
tures of tombstones. Whether or not BillionGraves will 
replace FindaGrave remains to be seen. One member 
of the audience remarked that the thing he likes about 
FindaGrave is that he is able to link all of his ancestors 
and cousins to one another within the website. In other 
words, he is publishing his genealogy on FindaGrave. 
I thought this was an excellent point, quite in keeping 
with the idea that one should publish one’s results as 
extensively as possible, making it increasingly easy for 
others to find them. This is a wonderful way to help 
insure that your research is not lost to posterity. I don’t 
know whether BillionGraves will have this capability.

After that, the meeting quickly ended, since it was after 
3:00 p.m., and we had been listening to lectures for 
more than 5 hours (somewhat comparable to attending 
a Wagnerian opera). Dick Eastman is an excellent speak-
er, with a charming and engaging manner; therefore, the 
time passed quickly for me. 
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Steven Papp, my husband Ed Roskovics’ grand uncle on 
his mother’s side, emigrated in 1912 to America. The 
story I heard in 2006 was that Steven was heading back 
to Hungary on the Carpathia when the Titanic sank 
and was aboard during the rescue of about 700 Titanic 
passengers. It was during this voyage that he supposedly 
saw, and later told of, bodies floating in the water. 

From a 1930 Cleveland, Ohio census, I knew he was 
emigrating West to New York in 1912 – not headed 
East to Europe – so I suspected the story that had been 
passed down the generations was somewhat incorrect. 
Even so, I could find no passenger lists of any kind that 
matched an Istvan Papp (Steven’s Hungarian name) on 
either www.ancestry.com nor Ellis Island’s www.ellisis-
land.org with arrival in 1912. I did, however, find his 
naturalization card through www.ancestry.com and later 
I obtained the address for the National Archives and 
Records Administration in Chicago, Illinois to order 
his Declaration of Intention. I wrote them a letter and 
included a copy of the naturalization card which showed 
his name and all the numbers that correlated with Ste-
ven’s becoming a citizen of the United States of Ameri-
ca. The reason I wanted a copy of Steven Papp’s Declara-

A Titanic Discovery!
by Charlet E. Roskovics

tion of Intention is that the applicant is 
asked the name of the ship upon which 
he or she emigrated. I was certain that 
if I could obtain Steven Papp’s Declara-
tion of Intention I would be well on my 
way to knowing if the story were fact 
or fiction. This process of requesting 
the document began on November 14, 
2011, and by Saturday, December 17, 
the packet arrived from Chicago, Illinois 
and by Sunday morning I had all the 
information I needed! What a wonderful 
Christmas gift!

Steven Papp’s Declaration of Intention 
indicated he emigrated on the SS Bre-
men and was traveling under the name 
Miklos Papp (his brother, Michael Papp’s 
name). Miklos Papp’s name is on line 
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2 of the ship manifest and shows he was being met in Essex Falls, New Jersey by his brother, 
Alex Papp (my husband’s grandfather) which confirmed this was “the” Steven Papp I’d been 
researching! The ship left Bremen, Germany on April 13, 1912 and landed at the port of New 
York April 23, 1912. Also, on the ship manifest there is the mention of a wife in Hungary, 
named Maria Papp of Rozsapalley, Hungary. But there is no doubt about his story about 
seeing floating bodies from the Titanic disaster. The SS Bremen was on the same course as the 
Titanic, arriving at the disaster site a few hours after the accident occurred. 

This website pretty much says it all: http://www.encyclopedia-Titanica.org/Titanic-where-
were-the-bodies.html. Anyway, with the Declaration of Intent, SS Bremen manifest and the 
New York Times newspaper article, we now know Steven Papp saw horrific and unimaginable 
tragedy from the Titanic disaster. I’ve been wondering about this for about five years now and 
have finally solved the mystery! 

Another mystery: Did Steven Papp adopt his brother Michael’s complete identity on the SS 
Bremen passenger list (name, age plus marital status) to emigrate to America maybe to avoid 
the Austro-Hungarian military? Steven was 22 years old in 1912 while Michael was 27 and 

there is a good possibil-
ity the wife named Maria 
Papp in Hungary was Mi-
chael’s. With the help of 
an obituary, I located Ste-
ven Papp’s daughter, Eliza-
beth, who is 93 years old. 
She had never heard her 
father’s story of floating 
bodies from the Titanic 
disaster nor had she heard 
that her father might have 
been married previously. 
Two years after arrival in 
New Jersey, Steven Papp 
married Justine “Justzina” 
Csiriban on 22 Aug 1914 
in Carteret, New Jersey.

I would like to offer my 
sincere appreciation to: 
Robert Jerin, Croatian 
Heritage Museum, Cleve-
land Ohio; Donald G. 
Labaj of Berea, Ohio; 
Norman Davis of Olm-
sted Falls, Ohio. These 
three people helped me 
tremendously with my 
research and discoveries!

Titanic Discovery!
Continued from page 7


