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+ FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY +
Service of Prayer and Preaching
September 12, 2021

As We Gather ~ Anxious Bondage vs. Confident Trust
“You cannot serve God and money” (Matt. 6:24–34), for they require two contrary
forms of service. Worry is the worship given to the false god of mammon, an unbelieving anxiousness and focus on the things of this world. Faith is the worship of
the true God, a confident trust that He is a loving Father who will care for all of our
needs in both body and soul. The widow of Zarephath served God— that is, she
believed the word of the Lord spoken by Elijah that the bin of flour would not be
used up nor would the jar of oil run dry (1 Kings 17:8–16). He who feeds the birds
and clothes the flowers will certainly provide for our daily needs. For He has already
provided for our eternal needs, clothing us with Christ’s righteousness in Baptism
and feeding us His body and blood for our forgiveness. With such confidence we are
liberated from worry and freed to do good with our material resources, especially to
those who are of the household of faith (Gal. 5:25–6:10).
Opening Hymn ‘Renew Me, O Eternal Light’

LSB 704

Tune and text: Public domain
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Opening Versicles: Common						
LSB 260
L
This is the day which the Lord has made;
C
let us rejoice and be glad in it.
L
From the rising of the sun to its setting,
C
the name of the Lord is to be praised.
L
Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere;
C
I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in 		
the tents of the wicked.
L
Make me to know Your ways, O Lord.
C
Teach me Your paths.
L
Sanctify us in Your truth.
C
Your Word is truth.
L
C

From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the Lord is to be praised.

C

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in
the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Old Testament Canticle							
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Reading											 1 Kings 17:8–16
8Then the word of the Lord came to [Elijah], 9“Arise, go to Zarephath, which
belongs to Sidon, and dwell there. Behold, I have commanded a widow there to
feed you.” 10So he arose and went to Zarephath. And when he came to the gate
of the city, behold, a widow was there gathering stubble. And he called to her and
said, “Fetch me a little water in a vessel, that I may drink.” 11So she went to fetch
it, and he called to her and said, “Fetch to me a morsel of bread in your hand.”
12And she said, “As the Lord your God lives, I have no baked bread, only a handful of flour in a jar and a little oil in a jug. And now I am gathering a couple of sticks
that I may go in and prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it and die.”
13And Elijah said to her, “Do not fear; go and do as you have said. But first make
me a little cake of it and bring it to me, and afterward make something for yourself
and your son. 14For thus says the Lord the God of Israel, ‘The jar of flour shall not
run out, and the jug of oil shall not lack, until the day that the Lord sends rain upon
the earth.’” 15And she went and did as Elijah said. And she and he and her household ate for many days. 16The jar of flour did not run out, and the jug of oil did not
lack, according to the word of the Lord that he spoke by Elijah.
L
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Introit 					

Psalm 86:4, 6, 15a, 16; antiphon: vv. 1a, 2b, 3

Incline your ear, O LORD, and | answer me,*
save your servant, who trusts in you—you | are my God.
Be gracious to me, | O Lord,*
for to you do I cry | all the day.
Gladden the soul of your | servant,*
for to you, O Lord, do I lift | up my soul.
Give ear, O LORD, | to my prayer;*
listen to my | plea for grace.
But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and | gracious;*
turn to me and be gra- | cious to me;
give your strength to your | servant,*
and save the son of your maid- | servant.
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Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Incline your ear, O LORD, and | answer me,*
save your servant, who trusts in you—you | are my God.
Be gracious to me, | O Lord,*
for to you do I cry | all the day.
Reading										 Galatians 5:25—6:10
25If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. 26Let us not become
conceited, provoking one another, envying one another.
1Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual
should restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too
be tempted. 2Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. 3For if
anyone thinks he is something, when he is nothing, he deceives himself. 4But let
each one test his own work, and then his reason to boast will be in himself alone
and not in his neighbor. 5For each will have to bear his own load.
6One who is taught the word must share all good things with the one who
teaches. 7Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that
will he also reap. 8For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap
corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life.
9And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do
not give up. 10So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and
especially to those who are of the household of faith.
								
A
This is the Word of the Lord.
C
Thanks be to God.
Reading											 Matthew 6:24–34
24[Jesus said:] “No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one
and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.
25“Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or
what you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than
food, and the body more than clothing? 26Look at the birds of the air: they neither
sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are
you not of more value than they? 27And which of you by being anxious can add a
single hour to his span of life? 28And why are you anxious about clothing?
Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, 29yet I
tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 30But if
God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown
into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? 31Therefore
do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What
shall we wear?’ 32For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly
Father knows that you need them all.
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33But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will
be added to you.
34“Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious
for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.”
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Responsory: Common				
LSB 263
L
Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens.
C
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory
dwells.
L
Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it.
C
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory
dwells.
L
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
C
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory
dwells.
Ten Commandments
You shall have no other gods.
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.
Honor your father and your mother.
You shall not murder.
You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal.
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or
maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Sermon					‘What’s It Worth?’ 		
Hymn ‘What God Ordains Is Always Good’ 			
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Galatians 5:25-6:10
LSB 760		
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What God ordains is always good:
Though I the cup am drinking
Which savors now of bitterness,
I take it without shrinking.
For after grief
God gives relief,
My heart with comfort filling
And all my sorrow stilling.
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What God ordains is always good:
This truth remains unshaken.
Though sorrow, need, or death be mine,
I shall not be forsaken.
I fear no harm,
For with His arm
He shall embrace and shield me;
So to my God I yield me.

Text and tune: Public domain
Offering
L
In peace let us pray to the Lord:
C
Lord, have mercy.
L
For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our 		
mind, let us pray to the Lord:
C
Lord, have mercy.
L
For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and
for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to
the Lord:
C
Lord, have mercy.
L
For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare 		
of us all, let us pray to the Lord:
C
Lord, have mercy.
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L
C
L
C
L
C
L
C
L
C
L
C

For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the
Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all
who travel, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and
orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the 		
Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the
Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the 		
Lord:
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Collect of the Day
L
O Lord, we implore You, let Your continual pity cleanse and defend Your 		
Church; and because she cannot continue in safety without Your aid,
preserve her evermore by Your help and goodness; through Jesus Christ, 		
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
C
Amen.
Collect for the Word
L
Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our
learning. Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly 		
digest them that, by the patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we may
embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C
Amen.
Morning Prayer
C
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, 		
that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray
that You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my
doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself,
my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that 		
the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.
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Hymn ‘God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage’ 					

LSB 582

Tune and text: Public domain

Benedicamus					
L
Let us bless the Lord.
C
Thanks be to God.

LSB 267

Benediction											
LSB 267
L
The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 		
bless and preserve us.
C
Amen.
Closing Hymn ‘Blest Be the Tie That Binds’

Tune and text: Public domain
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IMMANUEL SPIRIT

Scripture Lessons for next Sunday: 1 Kings 17:17–24, Ephesians 3:13–21 and
Luke 7:11–17.
Stewardship: Matthew 6:24b – “You cannot serve God and money.” In today’s
Gospel, Jesus gives the first and last word about our stewardship. Well, you have to
go back to verse 21 to get the whole thing: “For where your treasure is, there your
heart will be also.” Read Matthew 5:19-34 again this week at home and consider
your generosity to the Lord’s work in light of what Jesus says.
Sunday School: The lesson this week is “A Mighty Wonder.” In six days-through
His spoken Word alonethe heavenly Father creates a universe so vast and complex it defies our limited human understanding. Humankind, the crown of His creation, made in His own image, comes to be through the intimate work of His hands
and with His own breath. Discuss the wonders of God’s creation with your family.
Building Healthy Families for Sept 12th: “He’s got the whole world in His hands,
He’s got the whole world in His hands…” Do you recall the words to this Sunday
School song? It’s more than just a fun song. This song speaks truth about how
much God loves us and is in control – even during uncertain times like we’re living in today. Be assured: He has not forgotten or abandoned you. “This is how
God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that
we might live through him.” I John 4:9 ~ Lutheran Family Service of Iowa: Des
Moines (515) 251-4900. www.LutheranFamilyService.org
Lutheran Hour Ministries for Sept. 19th: Hear “Scrapped Gifts” based on James
1 by Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler. God saves our scraps and regifts them with Easter
possibility. ~ Listen next Sunday on 600 WMT at 6:30 a.m., 1190 KFJB at 8:30
a.m., WHO-1040 at 7:30 a.m., & 1410 KGRN at 7:30 a.m.
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Life Quote for Sept 12th: “God has taken away your sins. He has changed your
heart. He gives you the ability to put yourself last so that you can humbly serve others. That’s greatness and a great life in God’s eyes. That humble serving attitude
values and serves every life whether that life is a few cells old or a gene short of
worldly greatness.” Rev. Peter Sulzle, St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church, Redwood Falls, Minnesota ~ A “Life Quote” from Lutherans For Life www.lutheransforlife.org
Life Thoughts in the Church Year: Trinity XV – Our God Jesus has set us free
from sin, death, and the power of the devil. He also gives us the gift of dependence,
to depend upon Him in faith and on one another in love and service (Galatians 6:2).
Rather than diminishing our humanity, mutual dependence dignifies it. Lord Jesus,
help me to depend upon You with Your people and defend those who depend upon
me. Amen.
TOP PODCAST IN RELIGION & SPIRITUALITY… Issues, Etc. features expert
guests in theology, Biblical interpretation, apologetics, ethics, philosophy, law and
culture. Issues, Etc. is hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken and consistently ranks
among the Top Podcasts in Religion & Spirituality with Apple Podcasts. You can
listen on-demand at issuesetc.org, the Lutheran Public Radio mobile app and your
favorite podcast provider.
KFUO Radio, a media ministry extension of LCMS congregations, shares Christ for
you anytime, anywhere on KFUO.org via worship services, Bible and theology studies, practical talk programs, and sacred music. You can find programs on demand
at kfuo.org and wherever you get your podcasts! Find us on social: @KFUOradio on
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. CHRIST FOR YOU this week on KFUO.org: Begin studying the book of Leviticus on Thy Strong Word (weekdays at 11:00 a.m. CT),
begin studying the book of Ezekiel on Sharper Iron (weekdays at 8:00 a.m. CT), and
worship with us in Daily Chapel services weekdays at 10:00 a.m. CT. Find your favorite programs on demand at kfuo.org or on the KFUO Radio app!
Cleaning: Household(s) responsible for the week of 9/12--9/18 is Mahaffey.
Household(s) responsible for the week of 9/19--9/25 is Marcinik. If it is your week
to clean church & you have other obligations or prefer to write a check rather than
cleaning, the cost is $50. Please contact the church office at immanuelutheran@
iowatelecom.net no later than the Thursday of the week before it is your week to
clean.
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Celebrating Baptismal Birthdays This Week
Richard Huedepohl...Thursday
Sophia Louden & Cody Schmudlach...Friday
Celebrating Birthdays This Week
Dianna Kelting...Thursday
We pray God’s blessings upon you in the coming year.
		
		

5th/6th Grade Confirmation Memory Work for September 15
No Memory Work
Lesson to be Completed in Class: Dinosaurs, Ice Age, and the Pre- Flood World
7th/8th Grade Confirmation Memory Work for September 15
No Memory Work
Lesson to be Completed in Class: Dinosaurs, Ice Age, and the Pre- Flood World
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News and Notes #2 from LWML Iowa East District

In addition to the educational grants provided by the Iowa East women, mission grants fund a
variety of projects throughout our state, country and the world. Here’s a look at a few more of
the 14 grants chosen at our 2020 Convention:

Grant # 4 – Continuing Pastoral Education for the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Liberia, West
Africa in the amount of $2,184.00.

Grant # 5 – Financial Aid for Seminary Students in South Africa in the amount of $2,184.00.

Grant # 6 – Community Lutheran School, Readlyn, Iowa in the amount of $5,000.00. This grant
will help add a Bathroom in the Preschool Classroom.

Grant # 7 – Trinity Lutheran School, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, Student Scholarship Fund in the
amount of $5,000.00. This grant will assist more students’ families with tuition expenses.

If you would like more information about any of these recipients, or would like information on
submitting a grant proposal to be considered at our 2022 Convention, please contact Margaret
Kistler at president@lwml-ied.org.
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ATTENDANCE AND OFFERINGS
			
For the week of September 5, 2021
					
Attendance
44			
					
Communion
29
					
General Fund $1465.00
					
Missions		
$155.00
					
Parking Lot
$1100.00
				
Improvement Fund $250.00

					

Today
8:00am		
		
9:00am		
		
10:30am		
		
11:30am		
					
					
					
					
					

WEEK AHEAD
Council Meeting
15th Sunday after Trinity					
Sunday School/Bible Study
Board of Education Meeting
Greeter: Johnson
Usher: Richard Huedepohl
Servers: Julie Roberts/Denise Cadwell
Acolyte/Crucifier: Sloane/Lauren
Elder: Joel McDonough

Tues.

9:00am		

Winkle

Wed.

4:00-6:00pm

Combined Confirmation Classes

Thurs.
		

11:00am		
1-3pm		

Bible Study
Pastor in class

Next Sun. 9:00am		
		
10:30am		
					
					
					
					
					

					

16th Sunday after Trinity					
Sunday School/Bible Study
Greeter: Kaloupek
Usher: Jeff Korth
Servers: Richelle M./Esther H.
Acolyte/Crucifier: Elizabeth/Finn
Elder: Darlo Kelting

		

		

REGISTRATION FORM

IDE Confirmation Retreat
October 8-9 at Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca
REGISTER ONLINE AT LCMSIDE.ORG

The Lord’s Supper
With Rev. Dr. Joel Koepp
NAME________________________________________________

NAME

ADDRESS_____________________________________________

ADDR

PHONE______________ AGE_______ GENDER: M / F

PHON

REGISTRATION TYPE (circle): Youth / Adult Chaperone

REGI

Send a check for $50 per youth/ $30 per chaperone
with this form to the District Office:





IOWA DISTRICT EAST
1100 BLAIRS FERRY RD
MARION IA 52302-3093



Students will need to fill out a camp Health and Photo
Release Form. Bring this with you to camp. The form
can be found on our district website at lcmside.org.
Contact the District Office for more information:
dsanchez@lcmside.org or call 319-373-2112.



