“Historically Speaking” - Fall 2018
A Message from Incoming President—Penny Skelton

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome everyone back after a long hot summer! As the new
President of the Collingwood and District Historical Society, I have very large shoes to fill. On behalf of the
current board and the membership, I would like to thank Bruce Mackison for his dedication and heart
which he has so generously applied to the principles of the CDHS. His stewardship has seen the programs,
meetings and special events attract many new members and visitors over the years.
As the Town of Collingwood is celebrating its 160th birthday and our Historical Society is enjoying its 42nd
year in operation, we will come back together for our first meeting on October 1st. Laurel Lane-Moore,
local writer and author of the Collingwood Historic Homes and Buildings book, will be presenting
“Ghosts of Houses Past”. It is often said that “if the walls could talk - the stories they would tell” and this
will be very true when Laurel shares her stories with us!
We can learn so much from 'stories' and I encourage everyone to check our CDHS website regularly for the
“Stories of Collingwood”. Each month David Vuckson pens and shares his stories of Collingwood's past
and we appreciate his writing and regular submissions to the annals of Collingwood's history.
Continued on page 2

The CDHS Executive for 2018-2019
If you are interested in working with the Society in following areas:

Programs

Special Events Publicity Membership

Please speak to one of our Executive Members!
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UPCOMING MEETINGS

Continued from page 1

I would like to offer a friendly challenge to all our current
members - we all attend because we are interested in our
community and its past - Would you consider inviting
a friend to join us at one of the monthly meetings?
Also, a friendly reminder to all that Doors Open Ontario
is happening in Collingwood on Saturday September 29,
2018 from 10:00 a.m.to 4:00 p.m. You can meet and
chat with members of the Historical Society who will be
manning a table at All Saint's Anglican Church.
Lastly, your Program Committee is diligently working on
the speakers program for 2019 and yes even into 2020! We
have a wealth of history in the South Georgian Bay area and
look to find a balance of individual stories, business and
manufacturing and industry profiles as well as the human
interest tales which make every meeting worth attending.
We can always learn something new which connects us to
our community!
I look forward to seeing everyone on October 1st!

Laurel Lane-Moore
has worn many hats
over the years including
teacher, journalist and
author of the widely
popular Collingwood
Historic Homes and
Buildings, which is
now out of print. She
and her husband have
renovated a number of
local historic homes
over the years.

CALLING ALL SKIERS!
The Craigleith Heritage Depot is looking
for vintage skiing gear for an upcoming
weekend event they will be hosting in
November. If you have wooden skis,
retro jackets, goggles or any other items
you would like to share on loan, please
contact them at:
depot@thebluemountains.ca
or (519) 599-3681 Ext 3.
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CDHS member Marty Wilkinson, a
retired Collingwood Collegiate History
teacher who currently works part-time at
the Living Stone/Living Water Resort
in Collingwood (formerly Cranberry Resort)
as a concierge has recently put together a
beautiful historic wall of information inside
the Living Water Building. Marty has
collected a series of photographs and
interpretive text which traces the area’s
history from the Indigenous people before
European settlement, to the early
beginnings of the town in the 1850’s and
through the War Years into the mid 20th
century. Marty’s interest in local history
along with his love for this community have
made this a display you must see!

HISTORICAL WALL DISPLAY AT
LIVING WATER RESORT

GASLIGHT TOUR 2018
Starting on Saturday, September 29, 2018 at 10 a.m, tickets for the
2018 Gaslight Tour “Taking Care of Business” will be available through
the Theatre Collingwood Box Office. You can purchase your tickets
online (www.theatrecollingwood.ca), by phone (705-445-2200), or in
person. The regular Box Office hours are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday to
Friday
On Sept. 29, Gaslight personnel will also be staffing the Box Office to
sell tickets to people who would rather do business in person. The Box
Office is located at 115 Hurontario Street (Suite 104) off the parking lot
at the back of the Arlington Building in downtown Collingwood (The
Tim Horton’s building)
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Social Time
Coffee and cookies are provided at our meetings.
We invite members and guests to stay at the
completion of our meetings and enjoy a social time.
Meeting Cancellation Policy
If one of our meetings has to be cancelled due to
inclement weather or conditions beyond our control,
notice of cancellation will be by telephone and/or
email and the general public by radio
announcement. In addition, a notice will be placed
on the main door of the Leisure Time Club. A notice
will also be posted on our Facebook Page(s). If there
is a last minute cancellation by a speaker, everything
possible will be done to have the meeting take place
as scheduled.
Meetings begin at 7 pm
at the Leisure Time Club,
Minnesota St., Collingwood, ON.
All upcoming meetings are listed on our website:
CollingwoodHistoricalSociety.com and on Facebook
Newsletters – Anyone with an article for a future
CDHS newsletter, please forward the item to
Newsletter Editor, Irene Pradyszczuk at email:
jazikids@hotmail.com

Executive of the Collingwood and District

Did you know…?
“The Origin of the Names of the Post Offices of Simcoe
County” By David Williams (published by William Briggs
Toronto, 1906)

“CREEMORE—Upon a request of a resident of the village,
Senator J.R. Gowan, Simcoe’s Grand Old Man, as he is often
rightly termed, selected this name. Knowing the love of the
sons of Auld Scotia for their ain, he selected two words of
their language, “creemohr”, meaning a “big heart”.
The office was established in 1854, but the village was
founded some years before.”

Please note that the Guest fee for regular
CDHS meetings is $5.00

Historical Society

Officers for 2018-2019
President—Penny Skelton
Vice President—Susan Thibert
Past President—Bruce Mackison
Secretary—Kathryn Scott
Membership/Treasurer – Joan Miller
Members at Large:
Selby Boyd
Irene Pradyszczuk
Susan Warner
Mary Lou Dunn

The Collingwood and District Historical Society
is supported by a grant from:
“The Ontario Ministry of Tourism, Culture and
Sport”

Glenn Copeland
Any thoughts, ideas or suggestions helpful to our
Society, please pass them on to an Executive Member.
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