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MABAS for EMS
Mutual Aid Made Easy

Eric Lang
President – MABAS Division 130

M – Mutual
A – Aid
B – Box 
A – Alarm
S - System
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WWW.mabaswisconsin.org

o Illinois
o Wisconsin
o Michigan
o Indiana
o Iowa
o Missouri

Preplanning
• Highway Accident
• School
• Nursing Home
• Hospital
• Terrorist Attack
• Public Event
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How does it work?
• Card Types

• 1 – Structure Fire (hydrant)
• 2 – Structure Fire (Non-hydrant)
• 3 – Life Safety
• 4 – Brush Fire
• 5 – Water/Ice Rescue
• 6 – Hazardous Materials Response
• 7 – Technical Rescue
• 8 – Target Hazard
• 9 - Disaster

How does it work?
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How does it work?

• Top Section – Box Card Information

• Key Portions are:
• Department Name – Who’s Card it is
• Box Alarm Type – Can Be Structure Fires, Haz-Mat, Life Safety 

among others
• Box Alarm Number – Unique Card Number
• Location or Area – May be for entire coverage area or Geographical 

Sections/Townships

How does it work?

• Second Section – Local Dispatch Area

• Contains Still and Working Still Alarm Levels
• Meaning and approach varies from agency to agency

• Still Alarm – Typically either single company or department 
• Should ideally match CAD for Fire Alarms

• Working Still Alarm – Typically full department along with mutual aid
• Should ideally match CAD for Structure Fires
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How does it work?

• Third Section – MABAS Alarms

• Contains the specific, pre-planed mutual aid units for large 
incidents in escalating levels

How does it work?
• Fourth Section – Interdivisional Preferences

• Used when incident required units beyond 5th Alarm or additional units 
are needed to backfill response areas

• Fifth Section – Information Section

• Used for any miscellaneous information the department wishes to 
make available, may include but is not limited to:

• Contact information for specific people or resources
• Standing requests

9

10



5/12/2019

6

How does it work?

Life Safety Card
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Target Hazard Card

Disaster Card
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Interdivisional Request Card

Putting it all together
• Highway Accident
• School
• Nursing Home
• Hospital
• Terrorist Attack
• Public Event
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But … Does it really work?
• Incidents

• March 6, 2019 – Life safety card activation, 30 vehicle accident on 
I43 southbound on Leo Frigo Bridge in Green Bay

• 5 ambulances from Green Bay Fire
• 5 ambulances MABAS card

• July 25, 2018 – Target hazard card activation, Plane landing at CWA 
with landing gear issues in Mosinee

• MABAS target hazard card to the 2nd Box
• MABAS target hazard card to the 3rd level for ambulances only
• Ambulances from: Mosinee FD, Riverside FD, Stratford FD, City of Wausau 

FD, Stevens Point FD, WI Rapids FD, Marshfield FD, Antigo FD, Wittenberg 
FD

• Fire Appartus from: Mosinee FD, SAFER FD, Riverside FD, City of Wausau 
FD, Stevens Point FD, Marshfield FD, Marathon County, Salvation Army

But … Does it really work?
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11 min, 15 min

But … Does it really work?
• Incidents

• March 27, 2018 – Life safety card activation, burst water pipe in 
nursing home with 3 feet of water, 48 patients transported  in 
Ashwaubenon 

• 3rd alarm MABAS request
• Units from; Ashwaubenon, De Pere, Lawrence, Hobart, Howard, Green Bay, 

County Rescue, Bellevue, Pulaski, Seymour
• Interdivision Request for ambulances

• March 5, 2018 – Disaster card activation, buildings including CBRF 
needing evacuation due to explosion in Beaver Dam

• Disaster card set up for less ALS ambulances, transport heavy
• 12 non-ambulatory patients – 9 transported by ambulance
• 1st alarm – Bever Dam, Juneau, Fox Lake, Horicon, Randolph
• 2nd Alarm – Life star, Mayville, FRU:Lowell & Reeseville

19

20



5/12/2019

11

Questions?

Eric Lang
President – MABAS Division 130
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