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In This Month’s Beacon:
* Pastor Mary’s December Newsletter
Article
*Financial Update
*Member News
*Mid-Week Advent Worship Schedule
*Committee Updates
*Information on the Upcoming
Women’s Retreat
*Community Events
*Upcoming VLM Events
*And More!

Candlelight Christmas Eve Worship Service Times will be
December 24th at 5pm and 9pm.

At the end of November I was
so excited to hand out Advent
calendars to the youth in worship,
as well as send some off with
grandparents to give to their littles
also! It brought me back to when I was
a kid and my mom would give my
sister and me chocolate Advent
calendars. Each day we opened up the
flap we’d find a small little piece of
chocolate. It definitely helped us find a
little bit of patience as we worked our
way up to Christmas. When the rest of
the retail world was thinking
Christmas even before Thanksgiving,
our Advent calendars allowed us to
pace ourselves through the season. It
was a wonderful reminder that
sometimes we have to wait for those
really amazing things in our lives.
As I’ve grown older, I’ve been
introduced to other Advent calendars.
Including the infamous Wine Advent
Calendar from Aldi. (Believe me, I
love wine; but there’s something a
little ironic about a wine Advent
calendar haha!) But I think some of my
favorite Advent calendars of my
adulthood have been ones that are a
little bit more active rather than a
passive action of just opening up a flap
and receiving a gift inside. You may
have heard of a backwards Advent
calendar where you have an empty box
and each day of Advent you fill it with
an item to be taken to a food shelf or
homeless shelter.
Last month and this month I have
included an Advent calendar that

focuses on faith practices. These can
be done as an individual or even as a
family unit. The actions focus on
spiritual practices, service, and prayer
practices. I encourage you to take
advantage of the calendar in the
Beacon as we journey through Advent
toward the Christmas season. This
time of the year can be so busy and
hectic, and our thoughts and focus can
be swayed in so many different
directions. But I feel that this particular
Advent calendar will be a great asset to
stay connected and focused to the
purpose of the season...the ultimate
season of waiting and patience.
As the calendar author explains,
“Instead of focusing on material things
this Advent, focus on faith! This
advent faith practices calendar rotates
through three types of practices:
prayer, service, and mindfulness.
Spiritual Practices are indicated with
[SP] and are given a specific activity to
try. Service practices are indicated
with [S] and ideas are given for
serving others through acts of kindness
or charity. Prayer practices are
indicated with [P] and a specific
word or thought is offered to be the
focus of your prayer. Pray with words
or through art or silence. Make this
calendar work for you and your family
by adapting it to suit your needs. If you
are unable to complete one of the
practices on a specific day, just skip
over it and pick it up on the next day.
I know it may be hard to read in this
format, so please let me know if you

would like a larger copy -- I can send it
via email or print it out for you in the
office! I pray you have a wonderful

Advent season as we prepare for the
Christ child to be born.
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Herman, Theresa Vick, Haven
Rockenstein & Peyton Schmitz.

Please prayerfully consider
volunteering to assist at
one of the Christmas Eve
Services on Mon, Dec
24th. New Times of Services are 5pm
and 9pm. The sign-up sheets are on the
table in the Narthex. If you have any
questions, contact Pat Durkee, 3843645. Thank you for your
willingness to serve.

Member News
Celebrating December
Baptismal Birthdays
Audrina Schwartz, Vi Axtell,
Frank Chalberg, Nancy Crider,
Stephanie Erickson, Alex Grover,
Courtney Grover, Jolene Johnson,
Kaitlyn Kelley, Kristianna Konietzko,
Emma Devriendt, Bethany Leseman,
Emily Marciniak, Giselle Martini,
Jazmyn Martini, Abbey Mickle, Brynn
Mickle, Jackson Mickle, Alan
Moench, Westen Radtke, Chris
Rousseau, Patricia Schmitz, Alanna
Soukkala, Aliza Vernon, Brody
Vernon, Jack Vernon, Kristen
Wakefield, Crosby Moench,

Please consider bringing a Poinsettia
“In Memory of" or "In Honor of" a
Loved One to help adorn our
Sanctuary on Christmas Eve. Please
have your plant at the Church by noon
on Sat Dec 22nd. Let's fill the
Sanctuary with lots of beautiful plants
to add to the beauty of Christ's
Birth!! Please let the office know by
Dec 18th if you will be bringing a
plant so your loved one(s) will be
acknowledged in the bulletin on
Christmas Eve.
Thank you. Pat Durkee

Update from Deacon Candidate
Colleen Bernu
Some suggest that the etymology
of the word diakonia is from dia(through) and -konis (dust). Two
definitions are simultaneously given
for diakonia: servant and/or one who
engages in humble service and
someone who acts as a go between/one
who carries out an appointed
task. Thus, people serving in diakonia
engage in humble service while
carrying out a task appointed by
God. They go through the dust to
where the lowly are who God would
rise up. They work close to the
ground, among the grass roots to be a
servant and an advocate. They stand
between the church and world, moving
back and forth, wearing down the
barriers that divide. They bear the
light of Christ in the shadows of the
world. As disciples, each of us is
called to live in diakonia. We are
invited by God to be change agents in
the world by spreading the Gospel
message (that is the liberating message
of God’s grace, peace, justice, love and
mercy for all of creation). As
Lutherans, we know that such service
is not for our own salvation but instead
because of it. Luther once said, God
doesn’t need our good works but our
neighbors do. In the ELCA, ministers
of word and service, Deacons, are
called into professional diaconal
ministry.
My internship will end December
19th. For the last ten and a half

months, I have been blessed to
accompany Our Savior’s Lutheran
church as they explored how they
could build authentic relationships
with their neighbors so that together
they could work to provide a more just
system for everyone living in West
Duluth. Using faith based community
organizing skills, they engaged their
neighborhood, hearing the stories of
their neighbors and listening to their
hopes and concerns. Together, they
began to form a collective dream for
their community. Now, Our Savior’s
will move into discerning how God is
calling them to work alongside their
neighbors to make this dream a
reality. They will provide programs
and services to tend to the
neighborhood’s immediate needs and
work with partners in their community
to advocate for long term solutions that
put an end to injustices that created the
needs in the first place. Through this
accompaniment, Christ’s disciples at
Our Savior’s have taken up God’s call
to diakonia, and I have worked myself
out of a job! As a result, my family
and I will return to our member
worshipping community as I await
assignment. Thank you for your
prayers and support while we were
away. We will see you after
Christmas.
God’s peace,
Colleen Bernu
Deacon Candidate through the
NE MN Synod of the ELCA

Social Ministry
Social Ministry will be hosting
coffee in support of the
Damiano Center on December
2nd.
Wednesday Midweek Advent
Services
December 5th, December 12th &
December 19th
5:30pm Supper
6:30pm Worship
Also looking for volunteers to make
soup or an entrée of your choice,
provide a vegetable or bread, fruit or
dessert, serve and/or clean up for the
5:30 Advent Supper. A Sign-up sheet
is on the table in the Narthex for
anyone who might be able to provide
part of the meal and or help clean up.
If you have any questions please call
Linda Newlon at 879-6274.
Thank you.

Please remember to
donate to the Food
Shelf
Our local food shelf is
at the Salvation Army on Carlton Ave.
in Cloquet. The collection box has
been moved from the entryway to
under the mailboxes. . Please check the
expiration dates on the non-perishable
food items you are donating. If you
would prefer to give a monetary
donation, this is also greatly
appreciated as a donation like this can
purchase much more with the
resources the Salvation Army has
access to. Thank you.

WELCA
For weather related cancellations of
church services please tune in to
WKLK or KBJR. You may also check
Facebook or our church website.

It’s that time of year again… All
COMMITTEE REPORTS for the
Annual Report are due by January 7th.
Please have them into the office by this
date. The Annual Meeting will be held
January 20th. Thank you.

Envelopes for Christmas gift cards
are available
now through December 16th in the
worship bulletins. Please let the office
or Pastor Mary know if there is
anybody that you know of that may be
in need of some extra help this holiday
season.
Please make checks payable to
WELCA.

25th Annual

Cloquet Area Community
Christmas Day Dinner
**Volunteers to prepare and serve, please call the church office.
We invite anyone who will be alone or in need of a meal on Christmas Day.
Come for fellowship and food! Contact the Zion Church office
to order a meal, or to arrange for transportation at 879-4647.
**Take out meals are available.

Hosted and Held at

Zion Lutheran Church
1000 Washington Avenue
Cloquet, Minnesota 55720

Christmas Day
~2:00 pm~
This dinner is FREE and open to the public.
Funds are donated by local businesses
and generous individuals.
Volunteers Needed!
Help us spread the word!

17th ANNUAL WOMEN’S
RETREAT
Save the date for the Bethesda
Women’s Retreat from Thursday
January 31st thru February 3rd 2019.
Come for the entire weekend, part of the
weekend or just one day. The Retreat is at
Audubon Center of the North Woods
in Sandstone, MN this year.
COST: $150.00 for 3 nights
$100.00 for 2 nights
$74.00 for 1 night
$40.00 for all day
Please contact Lynn Beatty to register
or with any questions. A $50.00 non-refundable
deposit is due at time of registration. Deadline for
registration is January 20th, 2019.
This is a great way to relax and get to know the
wonderful women of Bethesda!
(218) 591-7519 or nssgbeatty@gmail.com
__________________________________________________________________________________________
17h ANNUAL WOMEN’S RETREAT
NAME:________________________________________________________________
PHONE:___________________
E-MAIL _____________________________________
ARRIVE:__________________________ DEPART_____________________________
AMOUNT PAID_______________________________

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: LYNN BEATTY

Upcoming VLM Events:
Celebration of Light and Music
Sunday, December 9, 2018 at Camp
Hiawatha
2:00 - 7:00 p.m.
Join us for an afternoon of fellowship,
holiday fare, winter activities, and
celebrating the season of
Advent. There is something for all
ages as we gather in community to
prepare our hearts for the coming
Christ child. We invite you to
participate in all or part of this day.
Activities for the day include sleigh
rides, food demonstrations, crafts,
cookie decorating, hymn sing,
worship, and a festive holiday
meal. It's a great event for all ages!

Schedule of Events:
2:00-4:30 - Sleigh rides, Ethnic food
demonstrations and samples, cookie
decorating, Advent crafts, conversation
and fellowship
4:30 - Holiday Hymn sing
5:00 - Worship Service
6:00 - Festive Holiday Dinner

Stand Up Paddle Board
Paddle Building Workshop

Cost: $5 per person for the afternoon
activities ($15 family maximum)
Meal: $10 for adults, $5 ages 6-11,
free under 5 years.
Please RSVP by December 5th by
contacting the main VLM office 218-666-5465 or
vlm@VLMcamps.org

Friday, September 14 to Sunday,
September 16 at Camp Vermilion

Create! This weekend long class includes four
sessions during which you will
complete your own stand up paddle
board paddle. You will craft your own
Stand Up Paddle Board Paddle from
gluing the wood blanks to a finished
work of art.
SUP!
Joining us for this workshop is Sarah
Woodruff Larson and Joel Abenth
Sarah and her family live in Roseville.
She is a paddle board and camp
enthusiast and co-owner of Silver
Creek Paddle. While our paddles are
drying, she will be giving us some tips
and inviting us to try out a variety of
Silver Creek's stand up paddle boards.
Joel Abenth is the Executive Director
of VLM and an avid woodworker. He
and his family live in Duluth.

Parent/child or grandparent/grandchild
participants can build a family
heirloom together!

Cost: $250/person. A $50 nonrefundable deposit is due with your
registration.
Includes: All materials and tools
needed, use of paddle boards,
instruction, lodging, and Friday dinner
through Sunday brunch.
Space is limited to 10 paddles! To
register, please call the camp office
at (800) 331-5148.

Faith on the Go
All Are Welcome! - Bring your
partner, friends, or family and spend a
weekend in the northwoods with a
beautiful piece to take home at the end.

Pray
Light your Advent candle before you
pray!

God of story and song and love and
grace, be with us this week as we
await for you and as we walk in our
own stories of faith. Be with me and
my family and community as we
renew our stories in you each day.
Take care of those who wander and are
lost, bless the food in our homes and
the love in our hearts and send your
mercy to those without. Amen
Connect
Where have you found renewal today?
Where do you need renewal today?
Bible
Luke 21:25‐36—The coming of the
Son of Man

What symbols of our faith remind you
of the presence of God?
Day 4
Luke 21:32‐33
What if Jesus isn’t talking about the
end of the world in a
generation, but talking about the things
that take place in every
generation? How would you read this
passage differently if it is about our
lives here and now?
Day 5
Luke 21:34‐36
Jesus isn’t saying ignore the bad
things, Jesus is saying look for
the hope! Who or what gives you
hope?

Chat
Day 1
Luke 21:25‐26
Jesus talks about signs of calamity that
are beyond our control. What is your
greatest fear for the world today?
Day 2
Luke 21:27‐28
How do you react when things don’t
go your way? Jesus calls us to lift up
our heads and look to his coming in
our lives! What do you see in Jesus
that helps you when life is difficult?
Day 3
Luke 21:29‐31
What seasonal signs do you look for
throughout the year?

Bless
May your story be renewed through
the hope in Jesus.

December Volunteers
9:00
Greeters
2. Ginny Korte-Castle
9. Julie Wagman
16. Jon & Sheri Kolb
23. Paula & Noah Olsen
30. Janice Dahl
Ushers
2. Des Holm & Pat Durkee
9. Jon Kolb & Stacy Colich
16. Lew Castle & Ginny Korte-Castle
23. Ryan Swanson & Debby Johnson
30. Paula & Noah Olsen

Acolytes
2. Jaiden Soukkala
9. Nixon Mitchell
16. Anna Bong
23. Annabelle Soukkala
30. Lucas Radtke
Communion Prep & Clean
2. Sharon Bragge (P & C)
9. Mary Saarela (P & C)
16. Pat Durkee (P & C)
23. Ryan Swanson(P)
Bethany Leseman(C)
30. Renee Kesty (P & C)

Lay Readers
2. Paul Carpenter
9. Wendy Mitchell
16. Linda Newlon
23. Beth Leseman
30. Pat Durkee

Counters
2. Bethany Leseman & Jane Joki
9. Chris Mitchell & Lynn Beatty
16. Linda Newlon & Julie Wagman
23. Gladys Sievert & Mary Saarela
30. Janice Dahl & Bethany Leseman

Communion Assistants
2. Linda Newlon & Sharon Bragge
9. Mary Saarela & Pat Durkee
16. Stacy Colich & Sharon Bragge
23. Bethany Leseman & Cheryl Ankrum
30. Renae House & Cookie Jaakola

Coffee Servers
2. Social Ministry
9. Rusty’s Group
16. Marlys’ Group
23. Gladys’ Group
30. Linda’s Group

January Volunteers
9:00
Greeters
6. Jane Joki
13. Debby Johnson
20. Dave & Lynn Beatty
27. Paul Carpenter
Ushers
6. Dave & Lynn Beatty
13. Paul Carpenter & Mary Saarela
20. Des Holm & Pat Durkee
27. Stacy Colich & JoAnn Gustafson
Lay Readers
6. Stacy Colich
13. Cheryl Ankrum
20. Bethany Leseman
27. Renae House

Communion Assistants
6. Janice Dahl & Linda Newlon
13. Dave & Lynn Beatty
20. Mary Saarela & Pat Durkee
27. Bethany Leseman & Stacy Colich

Acolytes
6. Anna Bong
13. Lucas Radtke
20. Nixon Mitchell
27. Ethan Krone

Communion Prep & Clean
6. Linda Newlon (P & C)
13. Mary Saarela (P & C)
20. Pat Durkee (P & C)
27. Ryan Swanson (P)
Bethany Leseman (C)

Counters
6. Jane Joki & Lynn Beatty
13. Linda Newlon & Mary Saarela
20. Bethany Leseman & Chris Mitchell
27. Lorna Bryant & Julie Wagman

Coffee Servers
6. Pat’s Group
13. Social Minsitry
20. Renae’s Group
27. Jenny’s Group
Just a reminder that if you have switched
duties with someone please contact the office
so changes can be made for the bulletin.
Thank you.

December 2018
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT
1
9am
Touch Of
Scandinavia
Holiday
Bazaar
1pm
Bazaar Clean
Up

2

3

5

6

7

First Sunday in
Advent
Social Ministry ~
Damiano Center
9am
Worship
Sunday Story
Time
10:15am
Coffee Fellowship
Sing
9 ‘N Play

10am
Kettle River
Making Mats for Conference
the Homeless
7:00pm
Al-Anon
Meeting

5:30pm
Advent Supper
5th Grade
Stewardship/
Generosity
Course
6:30pm
Worship

3:30pm
Children, Youth,
& Ed. Meeting

11am
Men's Bible
Study

10

11

12

13

14

15

9am
Worship
Sunday Story
Time
10:15am
Coffee/
Fellowship
Sing ‘N Play

10am
Making Mats for
the Homeless
7:00pm
Al-Anon
Meeting

Kettle River
Conference
5:30
Council Meeting

5:30pm
Advent Supper
5th Grade
Stewardship/
Generosity
Course
6:30pm
Worship

1pm
Jam Group

11am
Men's Bible
Study

Beacon
Deadline
10am
Fellowship
Hall In Use

16

17

20

21

22

10am
Making Mats
for the
Homeless
7:00pm
Al-Anon
Meeting

18
8am
Hymn
Planning
Committee

19

9am
Worship/
Christmas
Program
10:15am
Coffee/
Fellowship

23

24
Christmas Eve
5pm
Christmas Eve
Worship
9pm
Christmas Eve
Worship

25
Merry
Christmas!

26

Stowell Family
Baptism
9am
Worship
10:15am
Coffee/ Fellowship
Sing N Play

30
9am
Worship
10:15am
Coffee/
Fellowship
Sing N Play
Fellowship

4

31
10am
Making Mats
for the Homeless
7:00pm
Al-Anon Meeting

Office Closed

5:30pm
Advent Supper
5th Grade
Stewardship/
Generosity
Course
6:30pm
Worship
Beacon Crew

8

11am
Men's Bible
Study

27

28
11am
Men's Bible
Study

29

