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NMPTA SEEKS LEGISLATIVE
SUPPORT TO ENHANCED PUBLIC
TRANSPORTATION
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Bulthuis told the committee NMPTA acknowledges
the need to improve the state’s road system but
said public transportation also needs a boost.
Bulthuis said congressional staff have told him not
to expect any increased federal funding in the
near future. He said NMPTA shares the vision to
enhance the state’s investment in public
transportation.

New Mexico is one of only a handful of states that
does not have a state transit fund where the state
dedicates money to help public transportation
providers with matching and operational dollars.
NMPTA’s appearance before the interim
committee is part of an ongoing advocacy effort to
let key public policymakers know who NMPTA is
and how its members help the riding public.
Youth, senior citizens, the disabled, the lowincome and non-medical emergency clients are
examples of those who use public transportation.

News from NM Department of Transportation
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“We want to be part of the solution,” said Jon
Bulthuis, president of the New Mexico Passenger
Transportation Association (NMPTA) when
testifying before the Nov. 12 meeting of the
interim New Mexico Legislature’s Transportation
and Infrastructure Revenue Subcommittee.
NMPTA represents more than 80 organizations,
most of whom are public and non-profit transit
providers.

NMPTA would like to work with all parties to help
meet the growing demand for public transportation. It was noted during the hearing that the
senior citizen population will increase from 13% of
the state’s population today to 26.4% by 2030.
Seniors and others need ways to stay connected to
their communities, and access to transportation
plays a key role.

Internet Based Grants
Management System

improve the grant application processing
times and help sub grantees easily report
administrative and financial indicators.

The New Mexico Department of Transportation’s Transit and Rail Division recognizes
the need for a software platform that can be
used to streamline the collection of grant
applications and better manage the
administration and tracking of all of the
transit grants. An electronic grant
management system will help the NMDOT
and all sub grantees promote administrative
efficiencies, including improving the ability
to distribute and track grant dollars,

To date, the NMDOT Request for Proposals
(RFP) for an electronic Grant Management
Performance System (eGMPS) is being
developed with input from the New Mexico
Department of Information Technology and
source
materials
available
within
NMDOT. NMDOT staff anticipates issuing
the RFP within the next 90 days. Once the
RFP closes, the NMDOT anticipates a
realistic implementation date on October 1,
2014.
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News from NM Department of Transportation (Continued)
Title VI Plan For Section 5311
and 5310 Sub Recipients
Recently, all of the Section 5310 and 5311
sub recipients were sent a copy of the Title VI
Program Questionnaire, also available on the
NMDOT – Transit and Rail Webpage, http://
dot.state.nm.us/content/nmdot/en/
Transit_Rail.html .
The development of a Title VI Plan for every
Section 5311 and 5310 sub recipients is now
a requirement for funding. The questionnaire
is a step-by-step guide to assist each sub
recipient with developing a Title VI Plan
without undue burden and comply with the
Federal Transit Administration Title VI
Program requirements.
Circular FTA C 4702.1B - TITLE VI
REQUIREMENTS AND GUIDELINES FOR
FEDERAL
TRANSIT
ADMINISTRATION
RECIPIENTS states that:
“Sub recipients shall submit Title VI Programs
to the primary recipient [NMDOT] from
whom they receive funding in order to assist
the primary recipient in its compliance
efforts. Such Programs may be submitted
and stored electronically at the option of the
primary recipient.
Sub recipients may
choose to adopt the primary recipient’s
notice to beneficiaries, complaint procedures

Coming Soon: New MAP-21
Transit Safety and Asset
Management Provisions
On October 3, 2013, FTA issued an Advanced
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (ANPRM) for
new provisions in the federal transportation
funding law, Moving Ahead for Progress in
the 21st Century (MAP-21). The ANPRM
listed 123 questions regarding the following
topics: the National Public Transportation
Safety Plan, the Public Transportation

and complaint form, public participation
plan, and language assistance plan where
appropriate.
Operational
differences
between the primary recipient and sub
recipient may require, in some instances,
that the sub recipient tailor its language
assistance plan. Sub recipients shall develop
and submit to the primary recipient a list of
complaints, investigations, or lawsuits. Sub
recipients
that
have
transit-related
non-elected planning boards, advisory
councils, or committees, the membership of
which is selected by the sub recipient, must
provide a table depicting the racial
breakdown of the membership of those
committees, and a description of efforts
made to encourage the participation of
minorities on such committees. Sub
recipients must submit all the above
information to the primary recipient on a
schedule requested by the primary recipient.
Collection and storage of sub recipient Title
VI Programs may be electronic at the option
of the primary recipient.”
The questionnaires must be completed and
returned to NMDOT by January 17, 2014. We
will review the document for our approval.
Once accepted by NMDOT, sub recipients
will submit the completed questionnaire to
the agency’s board or council for approval
and then provide evidence of the approval to
the NMDOT.

Agency Safety Plan, the Public Transportation Safety Certification Training Program,
and Transit Asset Management. Comments
are due to FTA by January 2, 2014. FTA
suggested that separate Notices of Public
Rulemakings (NPRM) will be issued
sometime later in 2014 for each of the four
topics.

(continue on page 3)
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New MAP-21 Transit Safety and Asset Management Provisions
(continued from page 2)
NMDOT’s Transit and Rail Division coordinated with the American Association of State
Highway and Transportation Officials
(AASHTO) and participated in numerous
conference calls, workshops, and webinars
to take a lead role to develop comments on
the ANPRM with other State DOTs.
Public transit in general and especially bus
public transit is extremely safe, both
nationally and in New Mexico. As you know,
New Mexico DOT has a strong safety
program revolving around driver training,
drug and alcohol oversight compliance,
vehicle
maintenance
standards
and
specifications, and national transit database
reporting, as well as the work all of our rural
sub recipients have accomplished in
implementing their Safety, Security and

State Rail Plan
The New Mexico Department of Transportation (NMDOT) released the New Mexico
State Rail Plan for public review and
comment on October 1, 2013, with
comments accepted through January 3,
2014. The Rail Plan, which is a Federal
requirement, sets forth State policy
regarding passenger and freight rail
transportation.
The Rail Plan identifies
current and future passenger and freight rail
facilities, services, needs, issues, and
opportunities. The Rail Plan evaluates the
benefits, costs and efficiency of potential
new projects and services, and prioritizes
these after considering funding availability
and other factors affecting implementation. NMDOT is reviewing the comments
received and will finalize the Rail Plan and
submit it to the Federal Railroad Administration in March, 2014.
Railroads have contributed to the
development of New Mexico’s economy
since the first rail line was extended into

Emergency Preparedness Plans (SSEPP).
With the objective of making a safe industry
safer without the imposition of new FTA
requirements, the comments focus on
discretion, flexibility and scalability of
implementation by transit agencies and
State DOTs so as not to provide excessive
administrative burdens. Additionally, the
comments look to statutorily codify the
safety requirements we have already
undertaken, and utilize the asset
management systems and criteria that are
already in place to maintain a state of good
repair.
If you have any questions, please contact
David Harris, NMDOT Transit Manager,
(505) 827-5420 or
davidc.harris@state.nm.us.

New Mexico, then a territory, in 1879.
Railroads built and maintained facilities for
servicing and repairing trains and in many
cases built the communities for the workers
who staffed those facilities. Railroads also
encouraged local development through the
use of land grants that would generate rail
freight to help pay for the costs of extending
the rail lines. Since the second transcontinental rail link was completed at Deming, New
Mexico in 1881, the State’s rail network has
also been a major carrier of transcontinental
rail passenger and freight movements. Most
of the local rail lines in New Mexico were
built to serve New Mexico’s extraction
industries, a purpose that still holds today.
New Mexico’s rail lines are an important part
of the national rail system, critical for the
movement of goods. Currently, the two
largest freight railroads in the United States,
the BNSF Railway and the Union Pacific,
operate in New Mexico, as well as Amtrak,
New Mexico Rail Runner Express, several
other shortline railroads, and the narrow
gauge Cumbres and Toltec Scenic Railroad.
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Highlighting
A
New Mexico

Mitzi Barrows,
Executive Assistant,
Clovis Area Transit Systems, (C.A.T.S.)

Transportation
Provider

Mitzi Barrows, the Executive Assistant for
Clovis Area Transit Systems, (C.A.T.S.), in
Clovis, NM, attended the 2013 Community
Transportation Association, (CTAA) Expo and
Conference, in Albuquerque, New Mexico.
Mitzi has been working with the City of
Clovis, in the accounting and finance
department for 23 ½ years. She began
working with C.A.T.S. in January 2007.
Mitzi was able to attend the 2013 CTAA Expo
and Conference with the assistance of a
scholarship from the NMDOT Transit and
Rail Division.
While at the conference, she was able to
attend the 2-day Certified Safety and
Security Officer, (CSSO), training, instructed
by Ream Lazaro. This training promotes the
industry’s commitment to security and
safety preparedness. When questioned how
Mitzi chose the training to attend, she
stated, “As a supervisor and assistant to the
Director, I will be able to put the instruction
obtained at this training to good use by
implementing, enhancing and identifying the
strength and weaknesses in our current
transit system’s safety and security program,
thereby limiting our liability exposure”.
The classroom lecture and real life examples
of safety and security events will be useful
tools in identifying transit system’s strengths
and areas that need improvement.
The
checklist reference guide provides us with
tools that will help our transit system as we
formulate a plan to improve our overall
safety and security program. Class topics
included:



Leadership and Administration



Transit Operations



Maintenance and Technology



Personnel Management



Training and Development



Safety Initiatives



Security Initiatives



Emergency Preparedness



Review & final exam



Reviewer Accreditation Checklist

Those who successfully completed this
program received a CSSO Certificate. Also
received was the Reviewer Accreditation
Checklist Guide. Certification will remain
valid for three years, with online
recertification.
Mitzi shared that this training included many
important portions, including invaluable
information obtained from the instructor, as
well as the networking opportunity with
other transit providers throughout the
country.
She added, “The classroom
exercises and the reference manual are tools
that will help me and my transit agency, as
we formulate a plan to improve our overall
safety and security program”. When asked
what information she learned at the training
that can be implemented into a rural
program, two areas came to mind.

Continue reading on Page 5
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1.

2.

We need to keep our key stakeholder
involved in our commitment to our safety
and security mission and vision.
Their
Involvement needs to be on an ongoing
basis, by ensuring our policies and/or
protocols are developed to support the
goals that flow across all city activities.
Our stakeholders need to recognize the
safety and security responsibilities of our
transit system.
I would also like to increase and improve
communication/commitment
between
operators and management to enhance
our proficiency in carrying out our safety,
security and emergency preparedness
functions, by clearly identifying those goals

and objectives which will in turn support
those functions.
Mitzi encourages NMPTA /NMDOT to offer a
quarterly training, even at a smaller scale, to
allow other smaller New Mexico agencies the
opportunity to participate in a similar training.
Mitzi highly recommends the CSSO training to
anyone involved in the management division of
their transit organization. She also highly
recommends all agencies to plan to attend the
2014 NM Road-eo, Conference and Expo and
the 2014 CTAA Expo and Conference, as the
training opportunities offered are invaluable.

A Word From Mary Lou Kemp, Transit Director, C.A.T.S.
This past summer we were fortunate to have CTAA’s national conference in Albuquerque,
giving many of us an opportunity to attend for the very first time. I hope that many were
able to take advantage of this Expo. The City of Clovis approved four transit staff to attend
and participate in the networking that can only come from a conference of this type.
Mary Collins and Mitzi Barrows assisted with the Roadeo by volunteering as judges for the
course. This time was enjoyed by all and gave them a better understanding of this
competition. As transit director, I was in hopes that I could convince some of our
operators to attend or even volunteer as judges so they too could get this same
experience. Unfortunately I didn’t get any takers, but I will continue to push my drivers to
partake in our State Roadeo. I truly believe that this is not only a great opportunity to
learn, but to network with other drivers from across the state and helps boost morale.
Mitzi was able to stay for the entire conference and received her CSSO certification. Mary
returned, allowing Sandra Segura and Violeta Guerra to attend the Expo/Trade Show.
Sandra and Violeta returned with nothing but praise for this conference. They were able
to bring back a lot of information and met many peers from across the country.
I applaud the NMDOT for giving small transit agencies the means to take advantage of
these types of training opportunities and I encourage transit administrators to enable their
operators to partake in these types of events.
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ABQ RIDE Holds Public Meetings
for Proposed Central Corridor
BRT

News
From
ABQ Ride

It’s still only a concept; the idea of Bus Rapid
Transit down Central Avenue. But ABQ RIDE
needs the public’s input to determine its
feasibility. That’s why it organized a series of
six public meetings from the end of November
to the middle of December; to get ideas and
opinions in evaluating a bus rapid transit
system concept.
The evening meetings were held in six different
segments of Central Avenue, from community
centers to Albuquerque’s Old Main Library and
Museum of Art and History. Participants heard
a presentation on Bus Rapid Transit by ABQ
RIDE Director Bruce Rizzieri. They were then
asked to give their ideas and ask questions on
the concept. After the meeting, they were also
asked to take Internet surveys on iPads.
“We believe a more timely bus service like BRT
will increase the people-carrying capacity of
Central Avenue,” said Bruce Rizzieri, ABQ RIDE
Director. “People’s ideas and questions will
help determine if this is a system suitable for
Central Avenue.”
Cities throughout the United States are
implementing BRT service as a key means of

enhancing their respective transportation
network and as a component of urban corridor
redevelopment plans; because BRT is more
versatile in service delivery and in cost. A BRT
system provides more timely service than a
regular bus line through the use of dedicated
lanes, at least for a significant portion of the
route, and strategically-located stations (not
just stops) that provide:


Boarding platforms level with the floor of
the bus



Off-bus fare collection enabling riders to
purchase tickets outside the bus, reducing
dwell time inside the bus.



A smart signal system, which allows buses
to communicate with traffic signals, which
reduces bus delays at traffic lights by
allowing additional “green light time” for
buses.

As the city is undertaking an Alternatives
Analysis as the first step in determining the
operational and financial feasibility of a BRT
system along Central Avenue, ABQ RIDE will
continue to need the public’s input. ABQ RIDE
is considering another round of public
meetings along the Central Avenue Corridor to
get people’s ideas and opinions about the
project. Those could be scheduled as soon as
late February or March, 2014.
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FY2013 MARKED BY PROGRESS AND
ENHANCEMENTS IN FLEET FOR
NCRTD
To provide service throughout the more than
10,000 square mile district (larger than the States
of Massachusetts and Delaware combined), RTD
vehicles in FY2013 logged a total of 963,480 miles
(an average of 48,174 miles per route) on its fixed
and commuter routes. For this reason, the District
remains steadfast in its commitment to continually
upgrade and enhance its fleet of 43 passenger
vehicles. This past year proved no exception.
The RTD
takes
delivery of
two new
14passenger
vehicles.

There were 4 vehicles purchased and placed into
service which included two 14-passenger vehicles,
one 28-passenger vehicle and one 18-passenger
vehicle. All vehicles were acquired through our
own internal contract for vehicle purchase
approved by the Federal Transit Administration and
the New Mexico Department of Transportation.
A contingency fleet of 20 percent is maintained at
all times in accordance with FTA regulations and
guidelines.
This year, the NCRTD Board voted unanimously to
direct Staff to investigate the viability of converting
the fleet to the use of alternative fuels and thereby
increase the environmental sustainability of the
District. As a result, two alternative fuel vehicles
will be purchased next year; one to run on CNG
(Compressed Natural Gas) and another on LPG
(Liquefied Petroleum Gas). The goal is to test each
fuel to determine the best option for the ultimate
conversion of the entire fleet.
The NCRTD this year issued a request for qualifications seeking to evaluate and select qualified

Architecture and Engineering individuals and/or
firms to perform Architecture, Engineering, and
Geotechnical Services for the NCRTD for the
conceptual design phase of a Transit Maintenance
Facility, Vehicle Wash Bay, and Fueling Station
complex to be located at the District headquarters
in Española. Design for the project is to look at
current needs as well as be capable of accommodating future operations and fleet expansion.
Investment in infrastructure continues with 31 bus
shelters now installed at key stops. Trashcans have
been purchased and installed at 27 of those
shelters with three additional cans installed at
shelters owned by NM Park & Ride and Ohkay
Owingeh Pueblo. Each location is monitored and
cleaned weekly. Twenty benches have been
purchased and will be installed this fiscal year and
approval has been granted for a newly-designed
shelter, the first of which is to be installed outside
the Jim West Regional Transit Center, the RTD
headquarters, in FY2014. The new shelter is
designed to include solar lighting (a first for the
District), a bench, trashcan and display case.
With installation of the RTD radio repeaters at Taos
Ski Valley and at Pajarito Mountain Ski Area in Los
Alamos County now completed, coverage for
two-way radio communication between radio
dispatchers and drivers is now available throughout
the District. This has led to the conversion from
analog to digital 2-way radio communication for
each vehicle in the fleet.
With an on-staff State-certified Commercial
Driver’s License (CDL) Examiner qualified to test
drivers for certification, three RTD drivers were
able to qualify for their CDL and P (Passenger)
classification, bringing the total of CDL certified
drivers to 11 from an overall total of 31 drivers.
The District continues to maintain additional fleet
storage in each of its four counties with two
vehicles in the City of Santa Fe at the All Aboard
America! administration and maintenance facility,
one housed at the Edgewood Volunteer Fire
Station, five in Taos County and one in Chama.
In FY2014, the NCRTD will go out to bid under its
own contract for three new replacement vehicles.

News from

North
Central
Regional
Transit
District
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News from

Rio Metro Regional
Transit
District

Knockout Traffic & Take the Train
Rio Metro Staff Times Various
Routes During Construction
While many people consider taking the New
Mexico Rail Runner Express for longer
commutes, most probably don’t even think of
the train for shorter trips. So you may be
surprised to learn that the Rail Runner and
connecting buses are among the fastest ways to
travel between Downtown Albuquerque and
the west side during the Paseo del Norte/I-25
construction project.
In late November, several Rio Metro Regional
Transit District employees timed various routes
between Downtown Albuquerque and the
Northwest Transit Center on Albuquerque’s
west side.
Here are the results of our
unscientific survey.
1. New Mexico Rail Runner Express (30minutes)
Marketing
Specialist
Riann
Martinez
commuted using the Rail Runner and ABQ
RIDE Route 251. According to Martinez,
taking the train was easy and fast. “I sat in
the quiet car, so I was able to check my email
on my phone and unwind a bit before arriving
at the station,” said Martinez.
2. I-25 to Paseo at 4:26 p.m. (31-minutes)
Marketing Manager Jay Faught departed in
his car from the intersection of 1st Street and
Central Avenue in Downtown Albuquerque.
“The commute was non-eventful until I
reached the exit at Paseo del Norte,” said
Faught. “It took about three light cycles to get

through that intersection and about three
more light cycles to get through the light at
Jefferson. After that I caught all green lights
coming down Coors.”
3. I-25 to Paseo at 5:00 p.m. (32-minutes)
Advertising Sales Manager Allyne Clarke
departed in her car from the intersection of
1st Street and Central Avenue in Downtown
Albuquerque. “It took me about 5-minutes to
get through the light at I-25 and Paseo,” said
Clarke. “When traveling on Paseo and Coors,
it was slow but steady.”
4. I-25 to Alameda at 5:00 p.m. (34-minutes)
Customer Service Manager Jenna Paulson
departed in her car from the intersection of
1st Street and Central Avenue in Downtown
Albuquerque. “It was smooth sailing until the
San Antonio exit on I-25,” said Paulson. “I
stayed in the far left lane to get through the
congestion at Paseo. Once on Alameda, I saw
a 3-vehicle accident near the railroad
crossing. It was a bit congested, but not too
bad considering it was a pretty large
accident.”
5. I-40 to Coors at 5:00 p.m. (42-minutes)
Marketing Coordinator Brandon MacEachen
departed 1st Street and Central Avenue in
Downtown Albuquerque in his own vehicle.
“Traffic on I-40 was moving slow and once I
exited onto Coors, it was at a complete
standstill for a while,” said MacEachen. “Once
I got to St. Joseph’s, traffic started moving
along a little better.”
To read more about our survey and other Rio
Metro Regional Transit District happenings, visit
us at riometro.org or nmrailrunner.com.
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Mobility Ventures gears up
production
Jim Meenan South Bend Tribune
Publication Date: November 5, 2013 Page: C1
MISHAWAKA

AM General Mobility Ventures has started
calling both salaried and hourly employees back
to work to produce the MV-1.

Mobility Ventures was formed in September
when AM General purchased the Vehicle
Production Group, the parent company of the
MV-1. Walsh is the former chief executive officer
of the Vehicle Production Group.
Production rates will affect the call-back of
additional employees, Smith said. “We have not
yet finalized our production rates,” he said. “We
continue to see strong interest and demand for
the MV-1, and based on that and the timing of
our suppliers, we are working to establish the
right level of vehicle production, which will
ultimately impact the number of employees who
are called back.”
The South Bend-based company recently
announced that Mobility Ventures is an official
member of the National Mobility Equipment

Mobility Ventures produces the MV-1 — the
only American-built vehicle specifically designed
from the ground up to meet or exceed the
needs of wheelchair passengers and the
guidelines of the Americans with Disabilities Act.
In fact, Mobility Ventures has even completed
some MV-1s that were partially built at its
commercial assembly plant in Mishawaka
before the shutdown of the operation in June of
2012.
Rick Smith, AM General executive vice president
and president of Mobility Ventures, confirmed
to The Tribune on Monday that work has already
started.
“We recently finished producing many MV-1s
which were already in the plant process and we
have delivered those MV-1s,” Smith said in an
email. “We will continue to call employees back
and add resources as we finalize arrangements
with more than 100 suppliers producing parts
for the MV-1 and as we set up a new
nationwide network of MV-1 dealers.”
Delivery of newly built MV-1s will begin taking
place in early 2014, said John Walsh, vice
president of sales and marketing for Mobility
Ventures.

Dealers Association (NMEDA), a nonprofit trade
association of mobility equipment dealers,
manufacturers, driver rehabilitation specialists
and related professionals.
“Being a member in NMEDA is great for our
company because among other things, it places
us in a network of more than 600 mobility
equipment dealers, manufacturers and driver
rehabilitation specialists in the United States and
Canada who are dedicated to expanding
opportunities for people with disabilities,”
Walsh said.
Walsh said he also was pleased to have AM
General’s Mobility Ventures become a member
in NMEDA, because it reflects Mobility Ventures’
commitment to improving the quality, safety
and reliability of accessible transportation and
because NMEDA is growing.
“Our goal is for each MV-1 consumer dealer to
be an NMEDA member and to become
accredited in its industry-leading Quality
Assurance
Program,”
he
said.

PAGE 10

There is still
Room.
Sign Up
Today!!!

Upcoming Training Sessions and Conferences:
January 9th, 2014
NMPTA Quarterly Training: Site Security Development and Bus/Travel Security for Drivers
(informational flyer for this training can be found on page 10)
___________________________________________________________________________
February 2 - 5, 2014
For more
information and to
register,
please visit the
website for
Southwest Transit
Association at
SWTA.org.

___________________________________________________________________________
March 30 - April 1, 2014
2014 NM Transit Road-eo, Conference and Expo at Buffalo Thunder Resort
Road-eo: Sunday, March 30th, 2014
Conference and Expo: Monday, March 31st and Tuesday, April 1st
Conference Registration Packets and Conference Agenda Packets can be found at
nmpta.com.
___________________________________________________________________________
May 20 - 21, 2014
NMPTA Quarterly Training: New Hire Driver - Train the Trainer, facilitated by Ream Lazaro
Two day training will take place at the Mid Region Council of Governments, located at
809 Copper Avenue NW, Albuquerque, NM.

New Mexico Passenger
Transportation Association

Phone: 505-796-8377
Fax: 505-212-0525

P.O. Box 15272
Rio Rancho, NM 87174

E-mail:
info@nmpta.com

