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Can you believe it!? Summer is right around the corner, the kids will be
finished with school until Fall and you have Graduation, Wedding &
Anniversary gifts to get ready to deliver! You say you do not have any one
waiting for a gift for these special occasions...Oh my! These are the kinds of
life events that are tailor made for the special kinds of things that can only be
made on the lathe!
A nice salad bowl, a hollow vessel or even a box would make a fabulous
keepsake for family members and friends as they celebrate these special
events. This is also a way for you to help get the word out about your special
talent. When you consider it, you are in a very small class of people, you are a
Woodturner or are learning the art/craft of woodturning! In the greater
Nashville area there are about 1.2 million people, our membership is roughly
150 people. When you do the math on these numbers, you become a very
uniquely talented person! So, the 99.999% fellow Nashvillians who are not
involved in woodturning are all potential admirers or customers of our work!
If we give our work as gifts or sell our work for gifts, we help spread the word
about the beautiful objects that we make! Speaking of this, Our Vice president,
Mike Zinser has arranged for us to have a display of our members' work in the
Green Hills Library for the month July. There is additional information in this
newsletter and there will be emails sent as reminders as well. When you read
these messages, please take a moment to understand that your contribution to
the display will be greatly appreciated by many of the people who visit the
library during this time.
I recently received a note from the AAW requesting people to step forward as
volunteers for the Symposium in Albuquerque on June 26-28. If you are
planning on attending this event, you may be able to get close to the action by
being a Camera Operator, Demo Assistant or Instant Gallery Coordinator! So,
please visit the AAW website at www.woodturner.org for further information.
We are rolling into vacation season as well, so please be careful, have fun and
get out and turn! If you need some wood, let me know I have a whole pile!

Important dates to
remember:
June Meeting – June 2
Sawdust Trail – June 5 - 6
Saturday Turn In – June 20

Ray
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Club Meeting–Tuesday, June 2
Andy Woodard will be the
June demonstrator.
In the mid 1990’s an old
friend came into my office
carrying a bowl that had bark
on the rim. He had made it
that day and asked if I was
interested in how it was
made. He promised to show
me how to “turn a bowl”, but
warned me that this new hobby could be fatal - that
it had produced countless “ woodturners’ widows”.
He did mentor my woodturning initiation during the
next year. I visited his shop to look over his
shoulder as he turned various vessels. I still
remember the day he turned around and handed
me the bowl gouge with a smile. Fifteen minutes
later, after hearing the spinning piece take the skin
off the knuckles of my left hand, he remarked-“you
learn fast” as he handed me the box of band aids.
I’ve enjoyed these years as a student of
woodturning. I’ve spent vacation time from my
work in formal classes at Arrowmont, John C.
Campbell Folk School and various regional
symposia .
I plan to share what works for me making natural
edged bowls - from blank orientation to a
discussion of sanding and finishing. Hopefully, you
will be able to produce a similar vessel applying the
information presented at this next meeting.
I thank you for this opportunity to be an expert-as
brief a time as it will be.

Sawdust Trail - June 5th and 6th
We will visit Brian Clarry’s shop and see the rose
engine at work. June 5-6 from 9:00 am – 1:00 pm.
Due to space limitations, please call Brian at 615587-1184 or email brianclarry@comcast.net to let
him know which day you prefer.

Saturday Turn-In – June 20
The next Saturday Turn-In will be June 20 at the
TBCH workshop from 8:00 am – 1:00 pm. If you
need help with a project or sharpening a tool come
by and someone will be there to help you. We will
also have a lathe set up to turn pens for the troops.
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2009 Tentative Schedule and
Calendar of Events
Club Projects
July 2009 – Display at Green Hills Library - Two
display cases with turned items for a month
January 29 & 30, 2010 – 22ndAnnual Symposium

Club Meeting Programs
June 2** – Andy Woodard – natural edge bowl
July 7 – Julia Tate – turned boxes inspired by Ray
Key
August 4 – Craig Jackson – Owensboro, KY –
Easy Wood Tool demonstration
September 1** – John Lucas – hand threading,
Baxter threading system, building your own
threader and hand tapping
October 6 – Jeff Brockett – from Charles Watson
session (TAW scholarship class)
November 3 – Christmas Ornaments – 6 minilathes set up for demonstrations with:
Brian Clarry – birdhouse: Andy Woodard – small
detailed finial & globe; David Sapp – one piece
ornament; Mike Zinser – sea urchin; Jeff Brockett –
inside/outside ornament and Ray Sandusky – globe
and ice cycle
December 1 – (tentatively) Christmas Party

** denotes change to schedule

Saturday Sessions
(8:00 am to 1:00pm unless otherwise specified)
Even though there may be a session theme, other
turning, sharpening, etc. will be available.
WE WILL BE SET UP TO TURN PENS FOR THE
TROOPS AT ALL SATURDAY SESSIONS UNTIL
VETERAN’S DAY
June 20 July 18 –

Club Sawdust Trail – Shop visits
June 5th & 6th – 9 am to 12 noon – See the Rose
Engine at work with Brian Clarry - 117 Pembroke
Ave. – Nashville, TN 37205
August – available
October - available
We are looking for shops to visit
Call or email Mike Zinser if you want to volunteer
your shop – 615/292-8652 (h) or 615/480-3025 (c)
or mike.zinser@yahoo.com
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Minutes of the Meeting –May 5
Ray Sandusky called the meeting to order.
There were 69 members in attendance.
TAW members demonstrated at TACA craft fair.
Rain hampered the craft fair and it closed early on
Saturday. TACA presented the TAW with a $350
check. The membership voted to donate the check
back to TACA.
John Jordan suggested that the club have a contest
for a new TAW logo. He volunteered to donate a
prize for the selected logo.
Club is considering having Richard Raffan do a
club demonstration in 2010.
Soren Berger will be visiting with John Jordan in
August 2009.
Myra Orton will demonstrate pyrography at May 16
Saturday Turn In.
Turning Southern Style Symposium is September
18-19 in Helen, GA.
David Sapp gave an update on Turn for the Troops.
Anderson Ranch in Colorado is offering 25%
discount for classes to AAW members.
Several TAW members lost everything in recent
tornado.
Team Tom, including David Sapp ran in memory of
Tom Greek during Music City Marathon.

May Demonstrator
Mike Zinser introduced
John Jordan as the club
demonstrator for May.
John was one of the
founding members of the
TAW and meet with
several others in Charles
Alvis’s living room in 1988
to form the club. John
discussed how to take
turning to an artistic level by carving and texturing
pieces. We can impact wood with various objects
but need to be patient and practice to be good.
You should start with old pieces or turn quick
pieces to practice techniques. By starting simple it
is possible to develop
processes that you can
build on. John turns
green wood and told us
that the wood will dictate
the texture that is unique
to the piece. Various
tools including rasps,

files, Dremel tool, brushes, air powered carvers and
punches can be used to affect the surface of the
wood. By using a pencil and an eraser to draw in
the pattern you will have no screw ups. John
recommended the Aurioa files which are made in
France and Boggs file and saw company in
California as resources. To see more of John’s
work go to www.johnjordanwoodturning.com
Instant Gallery

The Tennessee Turner
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April 25 Saturday Turn in

May 16 Saturday Turn in
Myra Orton had a hands on wood burning
demonstration

TACA – May 1-2
TAW members demonstrating at the TACA Craft
Fair in Centennial Park, Nashville, TN

Turn For The Troops
Our goal is to turn 2009 pens in 2009. Woodcraft
has again committed to supporting the Turn for the
Troops program for 2009. Woodcraft of Nashville is
again asking for your help and commitment to turn
pens for the troops in 2009. There have been 850
completed pens turned in. Three members have
met the challenge to turn 100 pens – keep up the
good work. Pick up your pen kits at Woodcraft and
happy turning! You can turn pens for the troops
Memorial Day weekend at Woodcraft.

Fifty Forward
Mike Zinser, Lou Mineweaser and Jeff Brockett
went to the College Grove Senior Center and
helped seniors Turn pens for the Troops.
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Green Hills Library Display
For the month of July the TAW will have the display
cases at the Green Hills Library to show off and
sell our woodturnings. There are two display
cases, 7 feet wide and16” deep with four (4)
shelves each. Height between shelves starting at
the bottom are 18”, 14” 15” and 15”. I think we will
need between 50 and 60 pieces depending on the
sizes.
We will set up the display on July 1 and take down
on July 30th. If you want to bring up to five (5)
turnings (stands, etc. for platters or other display
needs) boxed with your name, wood species and
selling price or NFS indication to the June meeting I
will be prepared to receive them. If we have
sufficient participation and we have too many
entries we will display a piece from each turner and
cut back on those entering multiple pieces. If you
do not want to relinquish your work for that long,
you may call me later in June and we can arrange
to get together so I will have your work on or
before June 26th.
We will need time to prepare a spread sheet with
your name, phone number and selling price or
NFS. The information will NOT be displayed, but
rather each piece will be numbered to the spread
sheet and there will be a contact at the library if
someone has an interest in making contact with
you. If sold, the turnings will not leave the display
until after the show concludes.
Mike Zinser -mike.zinser@yahoo.com
615/292-8652 h - 615/480-3025

Hands On Instruction
Although I have been turning since 2001, in all that
time, I have only had one real woodturning class,
an all-day beginner bowl turning class.
Like many of you, most of what I have learned
about woodturning, I have learned on my own.
This came from reading books and magazines and
by trial and error. I've also watched a few
woodturning videos and demos at TAW club
meetings. Although this is all good, there are limits
to just how much you can learn this way.
First of all, when you are self-taught, you
sometimes pick up bad habits. If no one observes
and corrects your bad habits, they can become
very ingrained after a few years. And there are

other things that you just can't learn on your own.
No book or magazine is going to physically guide
your hands to rotate an Ellsworth bowl gouge a few
more degrees, so that you get that perfect shearing
cut. No book or magazine can adequately help you
develop the proper tool control that you need to
hollow a vessel. And certainly, no book, magazine,
video or demo can evaluate a work-in-progress on
the lathe and assist you in developing pleasing
classic shapes like another experienced turner can
in a hands-on session.
I had a very helpful four-hour, one-on-one session
this week with Ray Sandusky. It was a morning
well spent. It was fun, informative and I learned a
lot in a short time. I would like to encourage each
of you to get some hands-on instruction from a
knowledgeable turner. I think you will find it to be
very beneficial, no matter what your skill level is.
Barry Turner

Letter of Thanks
Good Sir,
I would like to start by saying Thank You! I am not
sure how often one might get the opportunity to say
thank you for caring for the troops by such small
measures – such as the wooden pen I received. I
found your note inside that indicated your thanks
for the service I am performing, for myself and the
folks that work for me – we all thank you for your
support to us. It is not always easy to be away
from our loved ones and families, yet we are
continuity of those who have come before us in
generations past providing the same service to our
country and whom without them and those like
yourself would not be where we are today.Thank
you for all you have done and for the pen that I will
use to write my wife and boys. It is my pleasure to
have the opportunity to write you.
Sincerely,
CPT William Barry 607th MP BN COB Speicher,
Iraq

From the Editor

Upcoming Symposiums

July newsletter articles are due June 19 and should
be submitted to woodwackerjeff@aol.com . If you
have a project that would be of interest to the club
members please send me that information with
pictures. Classified ads for woodworking related
items are free to members. Members can also
submit wood turning, finishing, and tool questions
for our resident experts to answer.

American Association of Woodturners
23 annual symposium
Albuquerque, NM
June 26-28, 2009
www.woodturner.org
Turning Southern Style XV
Georgia Association of Woodturners
Unicoi State Park Helen, GA
September 18-20, 2009
www.gawoodturner.org

Woodworking Links
American Association of Woodturners
www.woodturner.org
Arrowmont School of Arts & Crafts, Gatlinburg,
TN, www.arrowmont.org 1-865-436-5860
Duck River Woodturners Club, Columbia, TN
www.duckriverwoodturners.com
Tri-State Woodturners Club, Chattanooga, TN
www.tristatewoodturners.org
Woodturning Resources

Turning 2009
Ohio Valley Woodturners Guild
West Harrison, IN
October 16-18, 2009
www.ovwg.org
Tennessee Association of Woodturners
22nd Annual Symposium
Nashville, TN
January 29-30, 2010
www.tnwoodturners.org

www.woodcentral.com
John C Campbell Folk School, Brasstown, NC
www.folkschool.org
Appalachian Center for Crafts, Smithville, TN
www.tntech.edu/craftcenter

Tennessee Association of Woodturners
Board of Directors
Email Club Questions to:
info@tnwoodturners.org
pres@tnwoodturners.org
or Mail to:
TAW
P.O. Box 158296
Nashville, TN 37215

Check out the Website!
www.tnwoodturners.org

President Vice President Treasurer Secretary/Newsletter Webmaster
Librarian
Director Director Director Director Director -

Ray Sandusky – rsandusky@comcast.net
Mike Zinser – mike.zinser@yahoo.com
David Sapp – sappoman@comcast.net
Jeff Brockett – woodwackerjeff@aol.com
Joe Curl jacurl@comcast.net
Bill Tucker billtucker@comcast.net
Brian Clarry – brianclarry@comcast.net
Greg Godwin – gggwoodturning@comcast.net
Lou Mineweaser mine@tds.net
Phil Stoner –
phil@mightyoakstudio.com
Barry Werner
barrywerner@bellsouth.net

The Tennessee Association of Woodturners is a local chapter of the
American Association of Woodturners. Our purpose is to provide a meeting
place for local turners to share ideas and techniques and to educate the
general public regarding the art of turning. The TAW meets the first Tuesday
of each month at the Tennessee Baptist Children’s Home, off of Franklin
Road in Brentwood, TN and periodically sponsors local exhibitions and
demonstrations as well as an annual symposium

