Our Savior Lutheran Church August 20th, 2017
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost

OUR WORSHIP TODAY
GATHERING AND MEDITATION TIME

Pre-Service Music, Welcome, and Announcements

CONFESSIONAL PRAYER

In this Pentecost Season, we confess to You, O Lord - our division, for we are not
gathered together as Your people in one place; our fear of the rush of your Spirit in
our lives and what it might call us to do or to be; our desire for a monolingual
society, even when you allowed the early church to transcend all language, not
favoring one over another; our actions that can be like the crowds that taunt and
torment, mocking those who are filled with your Spirit that burns like fire and
rushes like wind. For the times we have done this, we know we need to offer our
confession to Almighty God:

Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by the
things we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy nhame. Amen

ABSOLUTION

Pastor: In this Pentecost season, Lord - help us to let down our barriers to your
Spirit; guide us over to live lives filled with joy, abandon, and faithfulness; and
create in us new hearts to be new people who worship only You. As a result of the
love of God, the work of Jesus, and by the power of the Holy Spirit, | forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Go and sin
no more, that the rest of your life might be pure and holy and modeled after our
Lord Jesus in all we say and all we do, we pray and celebrate this Easter joy in His
Holy Name, Amen.

HYMN 461 Just a Closer Walk with Thee (1, 2, 3)

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY (Unison): God of all peoples, your arms reach out to
embrace all those who call upon you. Teach us as disciples of your Son to love
the world with compassion and constancy, that your name may be known
throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Allelvia. Jesus preached the good news of the kingdom and cured every
sickness among the people. Alleluia.

SPECIAL MUSIC: “Blessed Assurance” Dean Carson
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FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 New Living Translation (NLT)
This is what the LORD says:

“Be just and fair to all. Do what is right and good, for I am coming soon to rescue
you and to display my righteousness among you.”

“I will also bless the foreigners who commit themselves to the LORD, who serve
him and love his name, who worship him and do not desecrate the Sabbath day of
rest, and who hold fast to my covenant. I will bring them to my holy mountain of
Jerusalem and will fill them with joy in my house of prayer. I will accept their
burnt offerings and sacrifices, because my Temple will be called a house of prayer
for all nations. For the Sovereign LORD, who brings back the outcasts of Israel,
says: [ will bring others, too, besides my people Israel.”

THE SECOND LESSON: Romans 11:1-2, 29-32 New Living Translation (NLT)

I ask, then, has God rejected his own people, the nation of Israel? Of course not! 1
myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham and a member of the tribe of
Benjamin. No, God has not rejected his own people, whom he chose from the very
beginning. Do you realize what the Scriptures say about this?

For God’s gifts and his call can never be withdrawn. Once, you Gentiles were
rebels against God, but when the people of Israel rebelled against him, God was
merciful to you instead. Now they are the rebels, and God’s mercy has come to
you so that they, too, will share in God’s mercy. For God has imprisoned everyone
in disobedience so he could have mercy on everyone.

THE HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 15:10-20, 21-28 New Living Translation (NLT)

Then Jesus called to the crowd to come and hear. “Listen,” he said, “and try to
understand. It’s not what goes into your mouth that defiles you; you are defiled by
the words that come out of your mouth.”

Then the disciples came to him and asked, “Do you realize you offended the
Pharisees by what you just said?”

Jesus replied, “Every plant not planted by my heavenly Father will be uprooted, so
ignore them. They are blind guides leading the blind, and if one blind person
guides another, they will both fall into a ditch.”

Then Peter said to Jesus, “Explain to us the parable that says people aren’t defiled
by what they eat.”
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“Don’t you understand yet?” Jesus asked. “Anything you eat passes through the
stomach and then goes into the sewer. But the words you speak come from the
heart—that’s what defiles you. For from the heart come evil thoughts, murder,
adultery, all sexual immorality, theft, lying, and slander. These are what defile
you. Eating with unwashed hands will never defile you.”

Then Jesus left Galilee and went north to the region of Tyre and Sidon. A Gentile
woman who lived there came to him, pleading, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son
of David! For my daughter is possessed by a demon that torments her severely.”

But Jesus gave her no reply, not even a word. Then his disciples urged him to send
her away. “Tell her to go away,” they said. “She is bothering us with all her

begging.”

Then Jesus said to the woman, “I was sent only to help God’s lost sheep—the
people of Israel.”

But she came and worshiped him, pleading again, “Lord, help me!”

Jesus responded, “It isn’t right to take food from the children and throw it to the
dogs.”

She replied, “That’s true, Lord, but even dogs are allowed to eat the scraps that fall
beneath their masters’ table.”

“Dear woman,” Jesus said to her, “your faith is great. Your request is granted.”
And her daughter was instantly healed.

The Gospel of our Lord.

PRAISE TO YOU, O CHRIST.

SERMON " " Pastor Steve Dygert
SERMON HYMN: 13 Come Thou Font of Every Blessing (1, 2, 3)
OUR CONFESSION OF FAITH: The Apostles Creed (C)

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. | believe in
Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day He rose again. He
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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THE OFFERING:
After the consecration of the Offering, we will sing the Doxology.

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, Praise him, all creatures here
below, Praise him above, Ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
-PRAYERS OF PRAISE, WORDS OF INSTITUTION, THE LORD’S PRAYER

PREPARATION OF THE TABLE
THE DISTRIBUTION

THE COMMUNION BLESSING

HYMN 522 | Love to Tell the Story (1, 2, 4)
THE BENEDICTION & THE DISMISSAL

P. Go in peace! Serve the Lord!
C. Thanks be to God

+ + + + + + + + + 4+ 4+ o+ o+ o+ o+ o+ o+

WELCOME TO OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN! Thank you for joining us as we worship
our Risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! We are happy you are here! As a kindness to
one another, please place your cell phones on muted for the time we are together in
worship. If you are a visitor, let us know you are here!

SUMMER NEWSLETTER COMING SOON! If you have items you’d like included in the
next newsletter, by all means please forward them to Jeanne Keyser, who is our
newsletter editor. We are thinking it would be published later in July but now would be a
good time to get those articles started!

WELCOME PASTOR STEVE DYGERT: Please feel free to stay for a “Pot Luck”
dinner after the Service today.

IN OUR PRAYERS: Please use a prayer request card if you have a specific prayer
request this morning. It is our joy and our privilege to share in these petitions to
Almighty God. If you have them ready before the service, hand them to Pastor when
you have them completed, otherwise give them to the ushers at the time the offering
is collected.
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