NASSAU’S ROLE IN
THE CIVIL WAR

F

rom 1861 to 1865, the American nation was broken as brother fought brother in a Civil War
that remains a defining moment in
our nation’s history. Here in Southern Rensselaer County the call to
arms was answered by hundreds of
men who volunteered to fight.
Records show three separate
regiments held recruiting visits in
Nassau. They were: 125th Infantry
Regiment, Company E, 7th Cavalry
Regiment, Company H and 169th
Infantry Regiment, Company A.
Of the three regiments the
169th Infantry Regiment was the
largest of the three. Of the approximately 1,700 men recruited, 62 are
identified in regimental records
as having enlisted here in Nassau.
Many more traveled to Troy and
other locations to enlist. Of those
62 men who enlisted in Company
A, while extreme by modern standards, their experience was similar
to many other infantry units.
Records show soldiers ranged
in age from 16 - 44 years old;
two were captured and later paroled; two deserted; five died from
wounds suffered after discharge;
two were wounded, but survived;
five died in Confederate captivity;
four killed in action and seven died
of disease while in service.

Shackles on display at the NYS Military Museum in Saratoga Springs were used at Andersonville Prison, South Carolina, where all five
Nassau men died in Confederate captivity.

All About Nassau
People, Buildings and Memories

by Kurt Vincent, Nassau Village Historian

“Hot for the Sunny South” might be a bit hard to swallow as a recruiting ploy, but early in the war
sign-up bonuses were common. In an age when travel to Albany or Troy was viewed as a major
accomplishment, Company A made recruiting visits not only to Nassau Village, but also Hoag’s
Corners, Brainard, Stephentown and Schodack to fill its ranks.

John Ellis Wool - left, (1784 – 1869) was an officer in the United States
Army during three consecutive U.S. wars: the War of 1812, the MexicanAmerican War and the Civil War. In 1861 he was one of four general officers of the United States Army. When the war began, Wool, age 77 and
a brigadier general for 20 years, was the oldest general on either side of
the conflict. For a period of time prior to the Civil War he lived in Nassau
Village at 5 Church Street pictured below in the 1890’s.

John Augustus Griswold - left, (1818-1873) was born in Nassau Village,
where his father was local postmaster. Nephew of Gen. John Ellis Wool,
he became owner of the Rensselaer Iron Works in Troy. He was active
in organizing volunteer army units and fitting out three regiments. He is
remembered as aiding John Ericsson in the construction of the first submersible war ship The Monitor. Griswold Street is named in his honor.
Below, the Monitor and Merrimack battled in March 1862 and is considered one of the most important naval battles of the Civil War.

John Messinger - left (1822 - 1906), was a German immigrant who survived the Civil War and settled in Nassau. His home, at 24 Lake Avenue
survives. A painter and plasterer by trade, he was a member of St. Mary’s
Church, was a Director of the Nassau Fair and served as a Village Trustee.

Samuel J. Lennon (1843 - 1929) was a native of Ireland and a drummer
boy in the Union Army. His headstone in Nassau Cemetery details his
military career. For many years he spoke to students at Nassau School
recollecting his Civil War days. A confectioner, his business stood opposite Nassau Village Square (center building above left) and was later
moved to Chatham Street, turned sideways and
used as a small market where it still stands.
After the war the Grand Army of
the Republic (GAR) was founded
to assist veterans and their widows. In addition to building homes
and hospitals for veterans, the
group promoted war memorials
across the former Union states.
The official memorial to the
soldiers and sailors of Rensselaer
County of the Civil War is located
in Troy, at Monument Square.
If you would like to share your Nassau stories and/or pictures contact us at info@nassau12123.com or telephone Mr. Vincent at 766-2291.
We would love to include your material in a future edition.

