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 TODAY’S “QUICK HIT”: 
CHIEF JUSTICE  
JOHN ROBERTS,  
OBAMACARE, AND  
CLOSED DOORS 

 

By Stephen L. Bakke  June 21, 2017 

 
Here’s what provoked me: 
 
Hey SB! It seems like all I’m hearing this week is criticism about how the republicans 
went behind closed doors to draft the proposed replacement for Obamacare. I don’t 
particularly care for that approach but I have a recollection that the democrats faced 
similar criticism. Do you happen to recall the situation? – Stefano Bachovich – 
obscure curmudgeon and wise political pundit – a prolific purveyor of opinions on just 
about everything. 
 
Here’s my response: 
 
Chief Justice John Roberts, Obamacare, and Closed Doors 
 
About two years ago the Supreme Court upheld the Affordable Care Act. Chief Justice 
Roberts, in writing the majority opinion, acknowledged his frustration over some of the 
tortured logic and language in Obamacare. Here’s a portion of what Roberts wrote: 
 
“The Affordable Care Act contains more than a few examples of inartful drafting. …… 
Several features of the Act’s passage contributed to that unfortunate reality. Congress 
wrote key parts of the Act behind closed doors, rather than through ‘the traditional 
legislative process.’ ……  And Congress passed much of the Act using a complicated 
budgetary procedure known as ‘reconciliation,’ which limited opportunities for debate 
and amendment, and bypassed the Senate’s normal 60-vote filibuster requirement. …… 
As a result, the Act does not reflect the type of care and deliberation that one might 
expect of such significant legislation.” 
 
While “payback” doesn’t usually justify uncooperative behavior, once again we have a case 
of hypocritical claims coming out of Washington. 
 

mailto:steve_bakke@comcast.net
http://twitter.com/@BakkeSteve
http://www.myslantonthings.com/
http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0PDoX6xJW1OCioAVR6JzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?_adv_prop=image&va=patriotic+icons&fr=yfp-t-701-s&b=271&tab=organic&w=371&h=425&imgurl=www.easyvectors.com/assets/images/vectors/afbig/usflag-clip-art.jpg&rurl=http://www.easyvectors.com/browse/other/usflag-clip-art&size=48.9+KB&name=Usflag+clip+art+-+Download+free+Other+vectors&p=patriotic+icons&oid=0d4d6c041da29871281e6d0f0786958b&fr2=&fr=yfp-t-701-s&tt=Usflag+clip+art+-+Download+free+Other+vectors&b=271&ni=30&no=291&tab=organic&sigr=11nlvf8jm&sigb=13gvc40mh&sigi=123f8s97f&.crumb=LfR3yHbsJpd
http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0PDoX6xJW1OCioAVR6JzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?_adv_prop=image&va=patriotic+icons&fr=yfp-t-701-s&b=271&tab=organic&w=371&h=425&imgurl=www.easyvectors.com/assets/images/vectors/afbig/usflag-clip-art.jpg&rurl=http://www.easyvectors.com/browse/other/usflag-clip-art&size=48.9+KB&name=Usflag+clip+art+-+Download+free+Other+vectors&p=patriotic+icons&oid=0d4d6c041da29871281e6d0f0786958b&fr2=&fr=yfp-t-701-s&tt=Usflag+clip+art+-+Download+free+Other+vectors&b=271&ni=30&no=291&tab=organic&sigr=11nlvf8jm&sigb=13gvc40mh&sigi=123f8s97f&.crumb=LfR3yHbsJpd

