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The Mission of the Healthy River Initiative is to build collaboration
amongst all stakeholders to develop a long term strategy to improve water quality, quantity and the biological health of the River for all beneficial uses. We envision a river system
free from water quality impairment able to sustain healthy flows throughout the year.

Summary
The

Healthy

River

Initiative

was

established to build a working group that
encompasses

all

stakeholder

groups

within the Popo Agie Watershed that are
interested in our water resources. The
working group will help strategize and
build upon past efforts while working
towards the long term goal of improving
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our water quality and quantity.

The issues we face today are the same issues we’ve faced in the past. Lander has completed
several community watershed studies and planning efforts in the past two decades: Popo Agie
Watershed Study, City Master Plan, Wyoming Water Development Commission’s Level 1 Study, and
others. All that work is beneficial and will increase our understanding of the issues and help guide
our approach to addressing them.

The working group will pursue solutions in the following three areas:
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What have we been up to?


FEBRUARY 2017

1ST BULLETIN PUBLISHED



FEBRUARY 2017

APPLIED FOR GRANT FUNDING FROM THE LOR FOUNDATION



MAY 10

1ST WORKING GROUP MEETING



MAY 25

PRESENTED AT THE WYOMING WATER DEVELOPMENT OFFICE (WWDO)
ANNUAL WATER UPDATE MEETING



JUNE 15, 21

MEETING WITH WWDO TO RESEARCH LEVEL 1 APPLICATION



JULY 5

AWARDED $100,000 IN FUNDING FROM THE LOR FOUNDATION

Next Steps:


AUGUST 9

WORKING GROUP PUBLIC MEETING, 6:00 PM, LANDER COMMUNITY AND
CONVENTION CENTER.



AUGUST 12

HOSTING IRON-MANHOLE COVERS IN PARTNERSHIP WITH MAKERSPACE 307



AUGUST 15

APPLICATION DEADLINE FOR WWDO LEVEL 1 STUDY

Report on Working Group Meeting, May 10, 2017:
This meeting was attended by about 30 individuals from Agricultural producers and irrigators, to State and
Federal agencies; and others who are interested and invested in our watershed issues. The following action
items were recommended and agreed to during the meeting.
1. Identify other potential sources of water instead of relying solely on snow accumulation and snow melt.
2. Identify Micro-storage opportunities on private lands to maintain irrigation later in the season.
3. Identify immediate projects that can show a
measurable benefit.
4. Perform education and outreach to keep the
mission in the public mind.
5. Create a better understanding of how improving
irrigation efficiency can play a role in accomplishing
the mission.
6. Encourage ditches and ditch companies to
organize into Watershed Improvement Districts in

order to become eligible for State and Federal
funding projects.
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7. Apply for a WWDO Level 1 Study (to collect data
to implement actions like 1, 2, and 3, above).

It was also determined that there needs to be a definition of the term “Healthy River” since a “Healthy River”
can mean something different to different users. The core group is drafting a definition to present to the
working group so that there is a clear goal to understand and achieve.
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What’s New?
LOR Foundation supports Healthy Rivers Initiative with a grant award.
The Healthy River Initiative is proud to announce a $100,000 grant award from the Livability, Opportunity,
and Responsibility (LOR) Foundation. The funds will be used for an educational symposium, data collection
on the system efficiencies, and incentivizing conservation efforts that will further the mission of the Healthy
River Initiative. “We are thrilled to support 15 innovative communities with resources for a better future,”
said Ben Alexander, chief program officer at the LOR Foundation. “These grants will allow each community
to continue planning and implementing projects to protect clean water, increase access to recreation, keep
working lands productive, promote economic development, and improve public health.”
The LOR Foundation is dedicated to improving quality of life in the Intermountain West through locallydriven solutions. The foundation partners with rural communities in Colorado, Idaho, Montana, New Mexico and Wyoming. For more information on the LOR Foundation, please visit http://lorfoundation.org/.

Riverfest August 12th: Learn more about our municipal water system.

The Popo Agie Conservation District and Maker Space 307 have created a project to help the Lander residents "SEE" the Popo Agie Watershed and be a part of the Healthy River Initiative. The public is invited to
participate at Riverfest August 12th in the IRON-Manhole Covers event. We are asking folks to look for interesting iron work on our streets and take a picture and upload it to Maker Space 307 Facebook or email it
to ironman30717@yahoo.com. Selected manhole covers and iron storm drains will be used as printmaking
surfaces during Riverfest in City Park, August 12, 2017. Maps will be handed out for folks to walk, drive, or
ride to the printmaking stations and pull paper prints for free - or print on shirts and bags for a fee. This
educational event will showcase where City water comes from and goes all while creating a piece of art to
take home. Funded by: Lander Community Foundation Grant .
Healthy Rivers Bulletin 02

3

July 2017

Next Steps:


Next Working Group Meeting open to all public:

Wednesday,

August 9, 6:00 PM, at the Lander Convention and Community Center.


We will continue outreach and invite those interested to participate

in the workgroup.


Define “Healthy River” to include measurable parameters for water

quality and quantity.


Submit an application for Wyoming Water Development Level 1

Study to be performed in 2018.


Host an educational event for the purpose of educating the public

and receiving input from water users on the issues that are important
to them.
The Healthy Rivers Initiative is committed to being a community driven effort.
The work group will bring structure and coordination to combining forces.
We will explore new ideas and formulate voluntary efforts to address our common concerns.
Please spread the word and encourage your friends and neighbors to provide input.

Here is your chance
to influence projects and priorities for
this long-term project.
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Please contact us if you have input, would like more information
or would like to be involved.
Popo Agie Conservation District
221 S. 2nd Street
Lander, WY 82520
307-332-3114
pacd.general@gmail.com
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