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Habitat for Humanity pulls off Age in Place Repairs
By Kitty Mayo
Western Lake Superior Habitat
for Humanity (WLSHFH) kicked
off a local project in Two
Harbors last Tuesday with a
ceremonial tool presentation.
WLSHFH partnered with
Stanley LaBounty who provided
approximately $4,500 worth of
tools, material and volunteers for
the four day project. "Stanley
LaBounty has been an awesome
partner for the past four years,
providing high-level volunteers,
financial support, and a sense of
partner ownership. This tool
donation builds our capacity to
deliver more repairs and home
builds around the region. We are
laying groundwork for more
projects in Lake county,
including the vision of a house
project." said WLSHFH ED
David Clanaugh
Previously known as the Brush
with Kindness program, the
name has been changed to Age in
Place Repairs to better reflect
Habitat's work with older adult
homeowners. The program
focuses on helping older folks
maintain their homes so that they
can continue to live
independently in the community
as long as possible.
Working with a Northland
Foundation grant to fund much
of the work, Clanaugh says that
Habitat has been fortunate to

collaborate with
Community
Partners.
“Working with
Community
Partners is a
natural fit for us
for mapping the
community,
getting referrals,
and
understanding
the needs of the
people who live
here,” said
Clanaugh.

Volunteers and approximately $4,500 of tools donated by Stanley LaBounty to WLSHFH.

Using the
approach of spending several
days in a community to tackle
numerous repair projects that
would benefit older homeowners
was first tried out in Silver Bay a
couple years ago. Clanaugh says
Habitat's expectations were
happily exceeded.
“Thrivent and the
congregations in Silver Bay
really gave it their all, we
thought we might get four or five
projects done, but there were so
many motivated volunteers we
ended up knocking down 11
projects in that round,” said
Clanaugh.
Projects can include things like
ramps, exterior stairways that are
tailored to accessibility issues,

painting and landscaping.
Habitat is also working on the
first stages of clearing out
landscaping at Ecumen to set the
stage for further landscaping
there in the future.
Last year Habitat partnered
with Community Partners and
Neighbor to Neighbor in Two
Harbors.
“We want to help other
nonprofits to develop some
capacity and work with them to
be a referral source and
collaborator in the future. The
more you work together the
bigger the pie gets, and you have
to step out in a hopeful manner,”
said Clanaugh.

Dedication for Billboard to Stop
Sex Trafficking
By Kitty Mayo
Lake County Sex
Trafficking Task Force
(LCSTF) is announcing a
new billboard to go up at the
edge of Two Harbors on
Highway 61 sending the
message to stop sex
trafficking.

Wisch says that Sue
Hilliard with LCSTF spent
time with the Duluth based
group Men As Peacemakers
(MAP) while they were
developing their “Don't Buy
It” project, which is designed
to educate men.

The sign location will be
across from Sonju's on the
expressway heading to
Duluth and is planned to go
up on September 24th.

“It will take men to change
this around, understand this is
sexual exploitation, and
reduce the demand”, said
Wisch

“It is about ending the
demand for our youth,
directed at the 'johns' who
purchase,” said Marlys
Wisch.

The “Don't Buy It” project
by MAP, in addition to
bringing public awareness
and an end to the problem of
purchasing sex, the
campaign also attempts to
stop the buying into false
narratives about what they
call “toxic” masculinity.

Wisch, with the LCSTF,
says they have spent the last
five years educating citizens
about what sex trafficking is,
and what makes people
vulnerable to it, now they are
moving into a new direction
with their focus.

According to Wisch, recent
research commissioned by
the Women's Foundation of
Minnesota also brought to

light where and who are
typical sex buyers in
Minnesota. When LCSTF
saw that research, Wisch says
they realized they needed to
change their process a little
and concentrate on reducing
the demand for sex
trafficking by educating those
who are consumers.
“Now we want to direct our
programming at the demand.
If no one wants to buy sex,
there need not be anybody
supplying it,” said Wisch.
The LCSTF is putting out
an invitation to all national,
state, and local elected
officials, as well as the public
to meet for a dedication of
the billboard. The dedication
will be held at the Lake
County Law Enforcement
Center in Two Harbors on
September 25th from 3:00 pm
to 5:00 pm.

Habitat also worked with three
Two Harbors homeowners last
year on projects like painting,
gutter cleaning and putting in
transition strips for accessibility.
In addition to the five repair
projects in Two Harbors this
year, Clanaugh says that they are
laying the groundwork to start
building houses here again. They
are in the early stages of
identifying land and funding
partners, and have engaged an
advisory committee in Two
Harbors.
Habitat for Humanity serves
four counties: Lake, St. Louis,
Douglas and Carlton.

Feeling
Stretched as a
Caregiver?
Community Partners will be
sponsoring the class Powerful Tools
for Caregivers beginning October 4,
2018. Powerful Tools for Caregivers
is an educational series designed to
provide caregivers with the tools they
need to take care of themselves.
This program helps family
caregivers reduce stress, improve
self-confidence, communicate
feelings better, balance their lives,
increase their ability to make tough
decisions and locate helpful
resources.
Each of the classes in the series of
six will be held on Thursday
beginning October 4 - November 8 at
Lake View Hospital Board Room
from 10:00 -11:30 a.m. Cost for the
class is $35.00 and includes the The
Caregiver Helpbook. For more
information or to register, contact
Community Partners at 218-8348024 Class size is limited and preregistration is required by September
26.
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