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Announcements
Prelude

“Holy, Holy, Holy”

John b. Dykes. Arr. Jerry Ray

Call to Worship

Linda Leavis

Leader: Before our journeys began, God was there.
Through all our days, God walks with us.
People: We give thanks to the One who fills our days with good.
We honor the One who remains faithful and true.
Leader: There is no place we can go where God is not present.
Amid life’s challenges, God’s promises hold true.
People: We worship the One who gives and sustains life.
We sing praises to the One who is our refuge.
Leader: When we call out to God, we will be heard.
When we listen for wisdom, God’s truth will be received.
People: We rejoice in the One who is our shelter in life.
We will walk with the One who guides us to new possibilities.
*Hymn

We Praise You, O God
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Gathering Prayer

Linda Leavis

Sovereign God, we praise you for the refuge of your love and the shelter of your grace. We
know the folly of giving in to temptation, but too often we seem to court its presence and
follow its counsel. Spirit of Christ, teach us the way of genuine faithfulness and unwavering
courage. Help us always to recognize the truth which undergirds all your holy ways.
Strengthen us in our walk with you so that our lives and our service may honor you and
establish peace in our world. Amen.
Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, reign without end. Amen, amen.
Scripture
Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16

Linda Leavis

While this psalm has no particular historical or social context it speaks to the significant dangers
and anxieties to which all people are subject. The psalm is addressed to those who entrust
themselves to God’s care and assures them of God’s deliverance.
1
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You who live in the shelter of the Most High, who abide in the shadow of the Almighty,
will say to the LORD, “My refuge and my fortress; my God, in whom I trust.”

9

Because you have made the LORD your refuge, the Most High your dwelling place,
no evil shall befall you, no scourge come near your tent.
11
For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways.
12
On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.
13
You will tread on the lion and the adder, the young lion and the serpent
you will trample under foot.
14
Those who love me, I will deliver; I will protect those who know my name.
15
When they call to me, I will answer them; I will be with them in trouble,
I will rescue them and honor them.
16
With long life I will satisfy them, and show them my salvation.
10

Luke 4:1-13

Rosemary Dawson

Like the story of the transfiguration the story of Jesus’ wilderness temptation reflects several Old
Testament stories including Moses on Mount Sinai for 40 days without food, Elijah’s 40 days in
flight to Mt Horeb, Israel’s 40 years of struggle in the desert, and of course the temptation in the
Garden of Eden. It is to be noted that although Jesus was filled with the Holy Spirit and led by the
Spirit it does not exempt him from the struggle with sin. So it is only reasonable for his followers to
recognize the forces within and among us that resist God’s ways.
Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the
wilderness, 2 where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing at all during those
3

days, and when they were over, he was famished. 3 The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of
God, command this stone to become a loaf of bread.” 4 Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘One
does not live by bread alone.’”
5
Then the devil led him up and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. 6 And the
devil said to him, “To you I will give their glory and all this authority; for it has been given over
to me, and I give it to anyone I please. 7 If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours.” 8 Jesus
answered him, “It is written,
‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.’”
9
Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to
him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, 10 for it is written,
‘He will command his angels concerning you, to protect you,’
11
and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’”
12
Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 13 When the devil
had finished every test, he departed from him until an opportune time.
Special Music
Sermon

“There is Power in the Blood”

Lewis E. Jones. Arr. Phillip Keveren

Facing Temptation

This past Wednesday, in the midst of all that is happening in the world President Biden had to field
a multitude of questions. And in the midst of such a barrage, about Putin, Covid, politics and the
economy, one reporter shouted out ‘Mr. President, what are you giving up for lent?’ Guess which
one he answered. Apparently, it was easier to talk about his favorite temptation than all the rest of
the mess. Who can blame him?
Temptations are all around us. That is not a hard one to figure out, now is it? We even ask regularly
that God ‘lead us not into temptation’, with the assumption that somehow, we can avoid all that.
Yet today’s Scripture tells us otherwise. According to the gospel account Jesus was led by God’s
Spirit into the wilderness, not for a vacation, but to be tempted. And the temptations Jesus faced
seem to be the same ones that each one of us face, sometimes daily.
Jesus’ first temptation is an obvious one. We all want (and even require) our physical needs to be
met. So it’s no stretch of the imagination that after a 40 day fast Jesus would be tempted to ‘turn
stones into bread’. It seems that the devil was pointing to the idea that the Son of God should have
whatever he needs, or wants.
You would think that has some validity, wouldn’t you? But it seems that Jesus sees our needs
differently. His answer to such temptations is ‘It is written, one does not live by bread alone.’ Jesus
understood that life is more than your belly, or your bank account. Life has a deeper, richer source.
Jesus looked to the word of God, to the time when God established his covenant with us. And the
fuller passage he points to speaks of the time when Israel hungered in the desert and God provided
manna, so that they would learn that the true source of life was God and God’s word to his people.
Apparently, that is a hard lesson to learn. We’ve been at it for generations, and we are learning the
hard way the cost of uncontrolled appetites, aren’t we?
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If that was the only temptation we faced it would be more than enough. But along with the
temptation of our hungers, we also are seriously tempted by power. It is not hard to see its
consequences in Ukraine. But it does not start out there in the world, it starts in each individual
mind and heart. And, in all honesty, there is a genuine need for people to have the freedom and
power to live their lives with integrity and authority. But the boundary line to controlling your life is
way too narrow because we do live in community. And we just know that if you all would do it my
way...well…
The devil knows that desire, that temptation. And with Jesus being the Son of God, his rule over the
world would be phenomenal, right? The devil, apparently offered him just that, and Jesus did not
take it! Why? I thought it might be because, as the Bible says so often, God alone is sovereign over
all. But Jesus picked up on something much more subtle and dangerous. Jesus could have it all if he
just ‘worshipped’ the devil. Which is not hymns and incense, but ‘bowing down’, ‘tipping his hat’
and ‘sharing with’ the evil one. And of course, Jesus would have none of that, “Worship God and
serve only God’ was his answer.
But that is still a challenge for us. Oh, we know better than to be involved in satanic worship, but
that subtle ‘this is the way the world works’, catches us too often. Whether it is ‘your promotion
depends on you ‘cooking the books’ or ‘you can’t make me get vaxed, and I will block the border
crossing to prove it’ it comes from the same place- dismissing the wrong for what seems like the
right. And all to gain our ‘little piece of power’.
Lastly, the other significant temptation we face is our desire for security. We want to be sure, not
just that we are safe, but somehow, we will never suffer harm. That was the longing that the devil
was playing on when he tells Jesus to jump from the peak of the temple. Basically the devil was
saying, ‘God wouldn’t let anything bad happen to his beloved child, now would he?’
But Jesus’ would not be tempted to ‘tempt’ God. He would not test God because it was a matter of
trust. When Israel found themselves without water in the desert they ranted ‘is God with us or not’!
That is the mindset Jesus rejected. He would not buy into the perspective of God being capricious,
and he would not question God’s faithfulness. Rather than test, he would trust.
But trust, for us, is not always easy. We can face some seriously hard times when we might ask, if
not ‘is God with me’, then at least ‘where is God’. Those times, those feelings, can be a challenge
to our faith, but it does not negate faith. And as we struggle through those times we may, like the
Israelites, find our faith clarified and strengthened.
Jesus, in his wilderness temptations, and in his journey to the cross, gave us, not just a pattern to
follow, but a hope and an assurance. God is. God is faithful, God is true, God is wiser and more
powerful and more vital than anything on earth.
May no one, no thing, ever tempt us away from Him.
Amen.
*Hymn

A Mighty Fortress
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Joys and Concerns
Prayers of the People
O God, we thank you for your faithfulness and goodness to us throughout all of time. We thank you
that you created us to be in a trusting relationship with you, and we thank you for Jesus Christ, who
lived in trust and faithfulness to your will, that we might find our way to you. We thank you also for
your Spirit, who guides us and strengthens us in our walk of faith. And so we come to you now
seeking to live in faithfulness to your ways.
We pray for your church and for this congregation. Grant us a true understanding of your being and
a recognition our human foibles. Help us to turn to you in our need and find your strength and
grace, that we may live in ways that honor and serve you always. We pray for all who hold authority
in this world. May they recognize the true source of all life, turn from the temptations they face and
use their power for the good of all. We pray also for all who need your help this day. Grant your
healing to the ill, your comfort to the sorrowful, and your aid to the needy. We especially lift up…
and we thank you for your goodness to…
We praise you, Mighty God, for your faithfulness, mercy and grace toward us through Jesus Christ,
who taught us to pray…
The Lord’s Prayer
Choral Response

Remember Me

Offering
God has granted to us all that brings true life and blessing- from the smallest provisions to the
greatest mercies. Out of gratitude for the faithful care of God, we bring our offerings to be used in
ministry and witness. Let us dedicate our gifts in faith.
O God, we offer you the best we can give in praise and thanks, for all your mercy and goodness to
us. May we be faithful in our stewardship, that these gifts may be spent in ways you choose, in
places where you would send us, for the sake of people among whom you wish to dwell. May we
bear witness to your faithfulness and love, not only with these resources, but with our very lives.
Amen.
Doxology

(choose the one that is best for your faith)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise him all creatures here below,
praise him above ye heavenly hosts, praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures here below
Praise God for all that Love has done; Creator, Christ and Spirit One. Amen
Communion
7

*Hymn

Here at Thy Table, Lord
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Here At Your Table, Lord
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Invitation
My friends, we now gather at the Lord’s table, a joyful, welcoming feast for the people of God.
According to Luke, when our risen Lord was at table with his disciples, he took bread, blessed,
broken it and gave it to them. In that moment they recognized his presence among them.
Our Savior continues to invite all those who trust him to share the feast which he has prepared.
Come, taste and see that the Lord is good.
Great Thanksgiving
Consecration and Service
Prayer of Gratitude
Lord Jesus, we have received your word and tasted your grace. Now may your Spirit
strengthen and guide us as we seek to live as your disciples and servants in the world.
Amen.
* Hymn

O Jesus I Have Promised
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*Common Commission
Let us go forth into the world in peace, being of good courage, holding fast to that which is
good, rendering to no one evil for evil, strengthening the faint-hearted, supporting the weak,
helping the afflicted, honoring all persons, loving and serving the Lord, and rejoicing in the
power of the Holy Spirit.
*Benediction
* Benediction
Go now into the world
just as you have trusted Christ Jesus as Savior and Lord, now live in him; remain deeply rooted
in him, continue being built up in him and confirmed in your trust, and overflowing with
gratitude.
Colossians 2:6-7 adj
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Amen.
Postlude

“He Leadeth Me ” William B. Bradbury. Arr. Jerry Ray
*****
music provided by Chris Harris and Lynne Walker
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