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From the PASTOR’S DESK... 
 

  

“Go, therefore, into all the world and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them all that I have commanded you.  And, lo, I 

am with you always, even to the end of the age…”   Matthew 28  NRSV 

Go.  And make disciples. 

Jesus is clear that the mission of the church is not confined within the walls of a building or within the 

comfortable known of a church congregation.  One cannot “go” and at the same time stay complacently 

within the confines of property, tradition, habit, or routines we create for ourselves.   Go implies doing; it 

implies being; it implies hands on, rubber to the road connection with other people. 

Here at St. Stephen’s, mission is important in the life of the church.  Through Interfaith Hospital Network, 

Pedals for Progress, Manna on Main St, Pennridge Fish, The Lehigh Valley Presbytery Mission Trips, and 

Code Blue, members of St. Stephen’s have had an impact on the lives of many in our surrounding 

communities.   This year, we have added the Men’s Homeless Shelter of Old First to that list as a mission 

where we can connect, get messy, and be faithful. 

At the same time, we are blessed with a large facility and a neighborhood with needs all of its own.   St. 

Stephen’s UCC started as a community church.  How is Christ calling us into service in our immediate 

community today?  How best can we use our facilities to impact the lives of others with the love of the 

Gospel connection?  What challenges does this create for us?  What opportunities  for us to grow? 

On Saturday, February 23, 2019, we will explore these questions and more with the Rev. Cean James, Penn 

Southeast Conference minister for church development.   Together, we will seek to establish concrete goals 

for our church in local neighborhood outreach and mission and seek to find our passion for discipleship.   

JOIN US.  ALL ARE WELCOME!   Please sign up outside Ehrhart Hall for this 10 am to 2 pm Community 

Experience.   

Together, we will help to forge a path for present and future service through our church to its community. 

I hope to see you there. 

In Christ, 

Pastor Jeff 
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WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS at ST. STEPHEN’S 
 

 

 

 January 27:   Luke 4: 14-нм   ά¢ƛƳŜ ǘƻ /ƭŀƛƳ ¸ƻǳǊ /ŀƭƭέ 

Jesus returns home to the ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ƘƛƳ ōŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳǎ DƻŘΩǎ Ŏŀƭƭ 

upon his life.   God calls us to be genuine in who we are and who we are called to 

be.  Sometimes this creates consternation and uncertainty.   What are we to do? 

 

February 3:  Jeremiah 1: 4-10                                                      

  άYou are so Beautiful to Meέ 

It is a Super lesson for a Super Bowl day!   God created each of us to be the 

amazing and wonderful people who we areτand gave us a purpose!  Come reflect with us on just how livng 

our God truly is! 

 

February 10:  1st Corinthians 12: 12-31a 

Rev. Stephanie Anne Thompson, Preaching 

¢ƘŜ ōƻŘȅ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ Ƙŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŀǊǘǎΧΦƘƻǿ Řƻ ȅƻǳ Ŧƛǘ ƛƴΚ 

 

February 17:  Philly Mission Sunday       Luke 6: 17-26 

.ƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ²ƻŜǎΧΦƘƻǿ aware are we of our blessings and what they may be? 

 

 

February 24:   Luke 6: 27-оу    άDƻǘǘŀΩ [ƻǾŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ YŀǊƳŀέ 

The measure you give will be the measure you get back. 
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################ SMALL GROUPS ################## 

CREATIVE WEDNESDAY FELLOWSHIP 
Join us on Wednesdays at 10 am in Ehrhart Hall.  Come and bring your creative ideas 
to help us celebrate in worship through the arts!   We have explored coloring, 
mosaics, and tye-dye.  What medium would you like to explore? 

 

 

 Meets in the Conference Room 

For more information, contact Stephanie Anne Thompson at 

stephanie@heartceremonies.com 

    Saturday, February 2, 9:30 to 11 AM  

The Orphan Keeper by Camron Wright  
 

 

 

 
Adult Bible Study:  We meet on Thursday mornings at 10 am.  
All are welcome! 
 

 
 

Friday Fellows:   meets on the First Friday of the month for breakfast 
and devotion at 7 am in the church kitchen serving area.  All ages and 
folks are welcome! 
 
 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------  
    
CROSSROADS ADULT STUDY  

Su nday 11 am in the Conference Room  
A life of prayer can be a challenging thing.   How can we be faithful to Christ’s call to 
be prayerful and live a vital life in this world?  Join us as we learn about prayer and 
gain some practical wisdom for a praying life.   Come to listen, to come to share.  All 
are welcome! 
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 Church School for our children occurs during the worship service.  Our 
children gather in worship with us and stay in the service through the end 
ƻŦ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ¢ƛƳŜΦ   !ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŜŀŘ ǘƻ hōƻƭŘ /ƘŀǇŜƭ ŦƻǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ 

formation study.   This Spring, we continue our BIBLE ABCs with stories of our faith 

that are foundational to our understanding of belief.  Church school meets 
every Sunday with the exception of Communion Sundays.  There is a 
teacher and helper present at church school each week and all must 
comǇƭŜǘŜ ǘƘŜ άǎŀŦŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘέ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǇŀŎƪŜǘǎΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜŜ 5ƻƴƴŀ 
Wimmer if you have any questions on compliance.  Thank you. 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Adult Study:  White Privilege: Let’s Talk   A Resource for 

Transformational Dialogue 

FREE: Resources Provided 

  4th Wednesday of Each Month   6:30 pm ς 8:00 pm 

A curriculum developed by the Rev. Traci Blackmon, Minister for Justice and Witness in the UCC; the Rev. John 

Dorhauer, General Minister and President of the UCC; Da Vita D. McCallister; John Paddock; and Stephen G. 

Ray, Jr., this curriculum invites participants to a dialogue on how race factors into our worldview, sense of self, 

ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άƻǘƘŜǊέ ŀƴŘ Řŀƛƭȅ ƭƛǾƛƴƎΦ  /ƻƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƻǇŜƴ ƳƛƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ 

lens of perspective and join us in conversation.  Reading materials will be provided.   We will meet in the 

Conference Room. 
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PHILADELPHIA MISSION TRIP  
TO OLD FIRST UCC HOMELESS SHELTER 
 
On the weekend of February 8-10, 2019, 15 volunteers from St. 
{ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ ¦// ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ hƭŘ CƛǊǎǘ ¦// ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ 
tƘƛƭŀŘŜƭǇƘƛŀ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳŜƴΩǎ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ 
charitable sites around the city.  The group will leave on Friday and 
return Sunday after worship at Old First UCC.    
 
During the last weeks of January and the first week of February, a freewill offering is being received to offset 
the costs of the trip.  It will be primarily used for purchasing food to serve a hot mean to the 40 men of the 
shelter on Saturday evening and to provide lunch bags for the men for Saturday afternoon.  
 
Donations of clothing and unlabeled pill bottles are also being received (see below). 
 
hƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ млΣ нлмфΣ ǘƘŜ wŜǾΦ {ǘŜǇƘŀƴƛŜ !ƴƴŜ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ƭŜŀŘ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŀǘ {ǘΦ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎΦ  hƴ 
Sunday, February 17,2019, members of the mission team will share reflections on their experiences during our 
worship service.   Please keep our team in prayer. 
 
 
 

 Cleaning Closets? 
 

Consider donating your well loved, new and unused, or gently cared for old 
clothes for our Spring Mission trip to Old First UCC in Philadelphia, PA. 
 
Old First collects men’s clothing including shoes, coats, shirts, pants, belts, 
socks, underwear(new), hats, gloves, etc.   They will also take empty pill 

bottles with the labels removed.  If you are willing to donate to our mission trip experience, please bring 
your items labeled “Old First Mission” to the church in black garbage bags or boxes and place them on the 
6th St. Entrance Foyer Landing.  All donations are welcomed. 
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CONSISTORY NEWS 

 

New Consistory members were installed during 

Sunday service on January 13. The following people 

have faithfully agreed to serve on Consistory for 

2019. Elders are: Jerry Holzerman, Carol Horrocks, 

Heather Nogami, Michael White, and Bev Frantz.   

Deacons are: Diane Benner, Julie Camburn, Mary 

Landes, Bob Ockenfuss, Nancy Rourke, Eileen 

Schuster, Bill Thompson and Lisa Wesley. 

Please welcome our newly elected elders and 

deacons, and thank those consistory members who 

have faithfully served and completed their 

respective offices. Thank you for your service: 

Dave Benner ς Deacon, second term 

Ken Schaeffer, Deacon, second term 

Curtis Mann, Elder and President, Second term 

Immediately following Sunday Service the new 

Consistory met for a brief organizational meeting. 

The purpose of the meeting was to elect new 

officers and discuss the January 26 retreat. New 

officers are: Bev Frantz, president; Mike White, 

vice-president; and Lisa Wesley, recording 

secretary.  

Consistory would like to thanks Curt Mann for his 

years of service as Consistory president and his 

willingness to continue to support Consistory. 

Many thanks, Curt. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Call to the Annual Meeting  
of the Congregation 

 

Sunday, February 24 
 

Consistory President Bev Frantz calls the 
ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ {ǘΦ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ 
Christ to its Annual Meeting on Sunday, February 
24, 2019.  
 
The Annual Meeting and luncheon will follow the 
9:30am worship service.  The Consistory will 
present the 2018 Annual Report and answer 
questions about the life and direction of St. 
{ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎΦ  ό¢ƘŜ wŜǇƻǊǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǇƛŎƪ-
up and review on Sunday, February 10).  
 
Sign-up for the luncheon may be done in the 
narthex next to Ehrhart Hall. 

 

 

POLICY IN THE EVENT  
     OF INCLEMENT WEATHER 
 
It may be necessary to close the church, in the 
event that extreme weather conditions would 
endanger members from attending church on a 
Sunday morning and would also make it dangerous 
for a Pastor or Consistory member to open the 
church. 
 
The Consistory President and Pastor will make a 
decision by 7 a.m. and contact Consistory members 
through a phone chain. The President will notify 
WNPV Lansdale (1440 am), KYW (1060 AM), and 
the news line for channel 69 to broadcast the 
cancellation. In addition, a message will be left on 
ǘƘŜ {ǘΦ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ ƻŦŦƛce answering machine for 
members to call, Facebook and you can check St. 
{ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ όwww.thessperkasie.org) 

 
 
 
 

 

http://www.thessperkasie.org/
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FELLOWSHIP at ST. STEPHEN’S 
 

 
 

 
 

ANNUAL HAM DINNER  
 

Terry Weirback and David Alexander (Chairpersons) are looking ahead and already starting to make plans for 

our Annual Ham Dinner. 

  

When: Saturday, February 16; 4:00 - 7:00 P.M. 

Where: St. Stephenôs UCC - Ehrhart Hall 

Ticket Prices: Adults - $10.00 

 Children (6-12) - $5.00 

 Children under 6 - Free 

 Purchase tickets at the door   

Take-outs available 

 

Mark the date on your calendar and plan on joining us for this annual dinner, served family style or available 

for take-out.     

 

You know the drill, it takes ñall hands-on-deckò to make this event the fund-raising success it has been over 

these 50+ years.   

 

There is prep work to be done during the latter week leading up to the 16th. Then on Saturday the 16th prep work 

continues right up until we serve our first guests. In addition to our dedicated and experienced kitchen crew, we 

need waitresses/waiters, bus-boys/girls, dishwashing help, dessert cutters and servers, help preparing take-outs, 

host/hostess, ticket sales, and clean-up detail. We need your time and talent. Sign-up sheets are located on the 

table adjacent to Ehrhart Hall.  

 

We will once again be counting on our faithful church members, families and friends to bake and donate 

assorted desserts for sale at the bake table and for serving to our guests. Also, we are counting on the various 

church ministries, committeeôs, members and any local businesses to donate assorted filled ñthemeò baskets for 

raffle. Last yearôs bake sale, raffle and donations raised $1,623 in addition to $4,475 in ticket sales and sale of 

leftovers. Quite an accomplishment despite lower than usual attendance primarily due to accumulating snow 

throughout the late afternoon and evening. With your help, better weather and prayers, this year we can even do 

better to provide much needed funds to further the ministry and mission here at St. Stephenôs.  

 

 A portion of the proceeds from the Ham Dinner will be going to our Mission Ministry for community outreach.                      

 

To volunteer, ask questions or make any suggestions, please sign-up, see or call Terry Weirback @ 215-873-

4680; e-mail tlweirback@verizon.net., or David Alexander @ 215-738-8147;  

e-mail zander140@comcast.net. 

 

ñOne thing I know; the only ones among you who will be really happy are those who have sought and found 

how to serveò.  (Albert Schweitzer)  

 
 

 

mailto:tlweirback@verizon.net.
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MISSION CORNER 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

PENNRIDGE FISH NEWS  
 

CURRENT NEEDS:
  100% Fruit or Vegetable Juice  
  Spaghetti and other pasta  
  Spaghetti sauce  
  Rice and Rice mix  
  Pasta sides  
  Canned fish and tuna  
  Canned meat, beans  
  Canned chili and stew  
  Canned fruits and vegetables  
  Dried fruit  
  Pancake Mix  
  Pancake syrup  
  Cold and hot cereals  
  Dry potatoes  
  Gravy, broth  

  Soups, all kinds  
  Cake mix and frosting  
  Flour and Sugar  
  Condiments, spices, cooking oil  
  Peanut Butter and Jelly  
  COFFEE, tea and hot chocolate  
  Diapers, sizes  1,2,3,4,5,6  
  Diaper Wipes  
  Bath Soaps and shampoos  
  Laundry detergent and cleaning products  
  Paper towels, toilet paper, tissues  
  Gluten Free and Diabetic foods  
  Feminine products, toiletries, shaving               
 items, deodorant, toothpaste 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
²ƘƛƭŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ ά{ǳǇŜǊ .ƻǿƭέ ƻƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ оrd, join in the drive to help those 

ǿƘƻǎŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎƻ άǎǳǇŜǊέΦ  .ŜǘǿŜŜƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ сth and February 4th bring in cans of soup for Fish.  

 
 

CHRISTMAS FUND 
 

As of December 31, $519.00 was collected/donated to the Christmas Fund. 
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Bethany Children’s Home 
Womelsdorf, PA 

 

 

Dear Rev. Wargo, 
 
When a youth enters care at Bethany they are not only provided their basic needs of food, shelter and clothing 
but also supportive environment to help them work through the trauma they have faced; build new life skills to 
overcome survival skills; and regain control of their future.  Through your oning support of the kids we serve, 
you are providing them the hope, courage and opportunity for a brighter, stronger future. 
 
Thank you for your generous contribution of white gifts this Christmas Season to support our youth in care.  
Your special gifts will help to create new memories and experiences for our youth.   
 
Kevin Snyder 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
 
 
 
Dear Rev. Wargo, 
 
¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƎƛŦǘ ($375.00) to Phoebe!  Because of your generosity, Phoebe is able to 
meet the needs of older adults through diverse residential options, comprehensive care and exceptional 
educational programs.  From independent living to affordable housing to skilled nursing, charitable 
contributions truly make a difference in the daily lives of our seniors. 
 
On behalf of everyone who lives and works at Phoebe, thank you again for your support! 
 
Stacey Prohaska 
Executive Director, Office of Philanthropy 
 
 
 
 
 
Lǘ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ϷнллΦллΣ ŘŀǘŜŘ млκфκмуΣ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 
Luncheon.  The the Grand View Health Foundation 2018-19 Annual Giving campaign.  This donations helps us 
continue our commitment to the fundamental principles of serving our patients with excellence and 
compassion that have defined us for 105 years.   
 
This gift will be used to support our Breast Cancer Support Fund.  We are so grateful to have your support. 
Thank you again for this generous gift.   
 
David Alderfer 
Director of Development 

Phoebe Ministries 

Grand View Health Foundation 



Sounds of St. Stephenôs                    January/February 2019 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10 

 

Our Church Family 
 
 

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 
BIRTHDAYS 

01/01 Scott Adams, Bradley Schuster  
01/03 Michael Wesley  
01/05   Lamar Heckler   
01/10 Barbara Weirback  
01/11 Scott Ketterer,   
01/14 James Strohm  
01/16 Elfriede Benner  
01/17 Kimberly Knipe  
01/18 Todd Maugle, Stephanie Anne Thompson  
01/20 Walter Hoffman 
01/25 Brenda Hunsberger,  
01/27 Mary Landes, Joel Rosenberger   
01/29 Steven Keim, James Renninger,  
 Sylvia Bedell, Devan Rimmer  
01/31  Elaine Bedell 
02/06 Ruth Klotz   
02/10 Sharon Argue  

02/11 Albert Berner  
02/12  Fred Schaffner Jr  
02/16 Eric Nogami, Brooke Alexander  
02/19 Aidan Wimmer  
02/21 Jordan Rimmer  
02/22 Brenda Hibbs 
02/23   Krista Bodkin  
02/24 Lisa Hager  
02/25 Ruth Dietrich, Dawn Hager  
02/26 Jeffrey Strohm  
02/27 James Klotz, Christopher Erdman 
02/28 Kevin Argue 
   

Happy Birthday and  
 

Godôs Blessings 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Women³s Luncheon Planning Meeting 
will be held on Sunday, February 10,  
in Ehrhart Hall after worship.  The 
Women³s Luncheon is scheduled for 

Saturday, May 4, 2019 

Friday ´Fellowsµ Fellowship  
 

February 8 at 7:00 am 
March 1 at 7:00 am 

 
Join the ́ men of St. Stephen³sµ for a morning of breakfast & fellowship. 

For more information, contact David Alexander at 215 -257-7019 
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St. Stephen’s United Church of Christ
ммл bΦ {ƛȄǘƘ {ǘǊŜŜǘ 
tŜǊƪŀǎƛŜΣ t!  муфпп 
 
wŜǘǳǊƴ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ wŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘ 

 

            

                                    

                        

 

Time Sensitive Materials 
Mailed:  January 30, 2019 
 

Please visit our website at 
www.thessperkasie.org 

for the latest ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ {ǘΦ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ ¦//Φ 
 

St. Stephen’s United Church of Christ 
110 N. Sixth Street, Perkasie, PA 18944 

215-257-6460 
www.thessperkasie.org 

Facebook:  Saint Stephens UCC, Perkasie PA 
Instagram: StStephensucc 

Twitter:  @Stephensuccperk 
Email: office@thessperkasie.org 

 
Rev. Jeffrey A. Wargo - Pastor 

Email: pastor@thessperkasie.org 
Office Hours: Tuesday  9am ς 12 noon 

 
Patricia Kimbel ς Office Administrator 

Office Hours: Mon - Thurs 9:15am ς 2:15pm 

 
John Binde ς Director of Music 

Email: johnb77@ptd.net 
    610-554-3320 

 
Eileen Ericsson ς Handbell Director 

Email: e388keys@comcast.net 
267-463-3671 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Ham Dinner  
Saturday, February 1 6 

4:00 ï 7:00 PM  

 
 

Annual Congregational Meeting  
and Luncheon  

Sunday, February 2 4 

 
 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/Saint-Stephens-UCC-Perkasie-PA-1697627763814908

