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President’s Letter
by John Mecklenburg
As we draw closer
to the end of the
calendar year, I
encourage you to
keep your monthly
Syllabus in a handy
spot where you can
find it easily.
In case you haven’t noticed, the
number of social activities and special
events at the club has increased
tremendously this year. In addition
to referring to the newsletter for
“tonight’s menu specials,” you’ll find
detailed information about more and
more opportunities to join your
friends . . . like the Rock River Regatta
chili cookout or the Octoberfest
buffet last month.
Whatever your interest, during any
given week, you’re likely to find something in the Syllabus that you will want
to know more about. I can’t tell you
how many times Kathy or I pick up

the Syllabus to check out an activity,
study a menu, or confirm a time for
this event or the next.

causing major damage (or injury).
Unfortunately, due to the size and
location of the tree, removal is going
to be an expensive proposition,
#####
requiring a crane, additional major
And, if you’re part of the “digital age,” equipment and specialized expertise.
be certain that we have your email
#####
address so you can get the eblasts that
remind you of current or upcoming
For the sports fans among us, I
events. That “smart phone” in your
remind you that we have three TVs in
pocket can help you stay “smarter”
the card room where you and your
about all sorts of U Club news.
friends can gather to watch your alma
mater play in a cross-state rivalry
We make every effort to keep
game, a bowl game, or a holiday
members informed about activities
tournament. And, you can watch
that will enhance your University
different games on different TV sets!
Club experience.
#####
And finally, as we approach the holiday season, remember that you can
impress visiting family and friends
with an evening at the club, and it’s
easier than cooking for (and cleaning
up after) ten or twelve guests when
you’d rather be having fun. Need a
special menu item for that group? Talk
to Ty or Lisa in advance and you’ll be
pleasantly surprised what they can
whip up for you!

#####
On a sad note, I have to report the
impending demise of one of our
great U Club friends . . . the large tree
that grows through the west edge of
the deck.
We’ve been informed by experts that
the tree is dead (or dying) at such a
rate that it must be removed in the
coming months to prevent it from
falling on the dining room roof and




Welcome, New Members!
New Member
Jay & Priscilla Heath
Bethany Hoffmann
James & Eileen Norris
Stanley & Mary Jo Owens

Organization
Retired
Dady & Hoffmann LLC
Keith Country Day School
Retired


Sponsor
Rex Parker
Shauna Gustafson
Honorary
Rex Parker

Alma Mater
Drake, N Michigan, U of IL
DePaul
U of LaVerne/Benedictine
U of Cincinnati/NIU



Member News

Condolences

Congratulations to Tom Hill for being recognized with the Karl C.
Williams Award from Rockford University.

The University Club of Rockford
extends its condolences to the families
and friends of Julie Buchmann and
Neva Paesani.

Members are encouraged to let the club know of special recognitions,
job news or significant achievements so we can congratulate you.
Contact the office or email editor@uclubrockford.com.

Getting to Know Tom Michalowski
Here is a highlight on Tom Michalowski, a new board member this year. This concludes the new board
member interviews.
Tom serves the University Club as the board secretary and chair of the food and beverage
committee. He and his wife Enid joined the club in 2013.
Being an outgoing person, Tom said he most enjoys the friendships he maintains and develops
at the club. “You can go to the club on Friday nights particularly, and we always see people we
know, it’s a very friendly, gathering type of place,” he said. Secondly, Tom feels we have a
superb chef.
Looking ahead, Tom sees a challenging future for the club, with a need to retain and grow
membership, as well as strengthen the club’s finances. “We have to prioritize and take one step
at a time,” he advised. This retired U.S. Air Force colonel with a background in aerospace has
Tom Michalowski
is the board secretary the discipline and attitude to help the club tackle the job. Thanks for you service, Tom!




The Social Corner
by Patrick O’Gorman,
Chairman Social Committee
Social Events Recap

Recently we rolled out two new social
events that were big hits: 17 members
and guests enjoyed our first “Loaded
Brush” Paint Class and party where
our “artists” painted beautiful
riverscapes as seen from the deck
of the U Club. We also held our
first-ever Book Club where 10
members discussed “All the Light We
Cannot See.”

that you would like to see, starting in
March. We hope to select movies
for their social content as well as
entertainment value. Members who
attended “To Kill a Mockingbird” will
recall the lively discussion.
November Events

November will be a busy month with
two hands-on art events. On Monday,
November 11, Jen Ratkovic from 815
Wood Designs will help our artists
create a holiday-theme DIY stenciled
wooden sign. Club eblasts will direct
you to 815 Wood Designs online
We finished our fall Dinner & Movie
registration. On Tuesday, November
Series with “A League of Their Own”
28, the folks from 317 Studio &
and “Breaking Away.” Both movies
Gallery will return and you can paint a
were a big success; in the spring we
holiday wine glass. All these events are
will again offer this popular social
sure to be popular so sign up early.
event. This winter we will ask
members to vote for three movies

Once again we will have our
Thanksgiving Eve Party. We’ve lined
up one of the best bands in the
stateline area, The Sensations.
Holland Zander fronts the band and
is the daughter of Cheap Trick’s lead
singer, Robin Zander. The Sensations
play a mix of songs from the 60s to
today. The party starts at 5 p.m.
with the band playing until 8 p.m.
This is an open-seating night with
light appetizers. If you have a
Thanksgiving order to pick up, make
sure you stop in for a drink and listen
to some good music and enjoy
fellowship among members.

Hamilton Reminder

Enjoying the chuck wagon dinner and barn dance on September 23 were
Mary Carlson, her daughter Rebecca Andexler, and the Carlson’s
grandchildren Lillian and Maxwell Andexler.

For those attending “Hamilton” we
remind you that the U Club of
Chicago requires dress slacks and
jackets for the men and dresses or
pant suits for the women.

Club Notes
November 7, 14, 21 & 28 |
Taco Tuesdays

November 15 | Deadline for
Thanksgiving Carryout Orders

Drop in for a casual and fun Taco
Tuesday night featuring drink
specials and “twists” to tacos. On
November 14, enjoy our popular,
made–to-order quesadilla station
from 5–8 p.m.

The club makes Thanksgiving dinner
easier by doing the cooking for you.
Whether you want the whole meal,
or just lump-free gravy, we’ve got
you covered. Order forms are at the
club and at www.uclubrockford.com.
Orders must be received by 5 p.m.,
Wednesday, November 15. Meals
are fully cooked and come with
reheating instructions. Meals can be
picked up on Thanksgiving Eve,
November 23 between 2–6 p.m.
Local delivery is available for $20.

NEW! November 13 | DIY
Stenciling Project

This do-it-yourself project by 815
Wood Designs is a chance to make
unique signage from reclaimed
woods in the club’s living room at
6 p.m. The cost is $48 per person
and available to 20 people.
Registration is online so look for
eblasts or contact Kelly Adrian at
kadrian@uclubrockford.com.

November 16 | Two for
$29.95 Dinner

A great and affordable way to treat
your friends and potential new
members to the U Club is our Two
November 14 | Book Club
for $29.95 dinner. Enjoy a salad,
November’s book is “Hillbilly
choice of entrée and a side. Dinner
Elegy” by J.D. Vance, a New York
comes with a bottle of our house
Times bestseller, 7 p.m. in the living
wine (cabernet, chardonnay, pinot
room and hosted by Shauna
grigio, merlot or white zinfandel) for
Gustafson. Please RSVP to the club. just $29.95. Reservations help us
Come early for dinner, it’s quesadilla serve you better.
station night, 5–8 p.m.

November 21 | Hamilton Drawing

For the members who will see
“Hamilton” on November 29, please
join us in the living room at 6 p.m.
as we conduct the seat drawing and
answer questions. We will have steak
tacos that evening so stay for dinner
following the meeting.
November 22 | Thanksgiving Eve
Party with The Sensations

Start your Thanksgiving holiday
weekend on Wednesday, November
22, 5–8 p.m. at the U Club with the
always-entertaining Sensations, plus
food! The Varsity Room will open
at 11 a.m. for cocktails. No reserved
seating for this evening, but
reservations are appreciated so
we have plenty of everything
for everyone.
Thanksgiving Eve Party
Sponsorships Available

Corporate and individual sponsorships for this highly popular event
are available and appreciated. These
sponsorships will give you and your
business valuable recognition as a
November 17 | Live Entertainment
strong supporter of the U Club, as
On Friday evening, November 17,
well as positive exposure. Below are
Mark Reed & Waddy will entertain
us with their blend of soft rock and the sponsorship levels and the many
benefits you can enjoy as a sponsor.
pops from the late 60s to today’s
chart toppers, 5–8 p.m. Reservations
$500 Big Gobbler
always help us serve you better!
$100 University Club gift certificate,
premier listing on table tents, eblasts
and Syllabus newsletter

November 19 |
Thanksgiving Brunch

Our holiday brunch season begins
the Sunday before Thanksgiving
from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Enjoy
your favorite Thanksgiving
selections at our all-you-can-eat
buffet, $25.95 adults, $12.95 children
12 and under, and free for three and
under. Add unlimited Champagne
and mimosas to your buffet for $5.
Reservations are required, so please
make them early.

$250 Wild Turkey
$50 University Club gift certificate,
listing on table tents, eblasts and
Syllabus newsletter
$100 Thankful Turkey
$25 University Club gift certificate,
listing on table tents, eblasts and
Syllabus newsletter
Please contact Kelly or Julie if you
would like to sponsor this event,
kadrian@uclubrockford.com or
jsandall@uclubrockford.com.
(Continued on page 4)

Club Notes, continued
Many Thanks to our Chuck Wagon
Dinner Sponsors

December 11 and 13 | Children’s
Holiday Parties

A hearty “thank you” to
Metropolitan Title Agency
(Kelly Nicholas) and Stillman
Bank (Patrick O’ Gorman) for
sponsoring the entertainment for
the September 23 Chuck Wagon
Dinner. The first-ever Chuck Wagon
Dinner and Barn Dance was a new
and enjoyable evening.

Please join us for holiday carols as
well as an adult- and child-friendly
buffet on Monday, December 11
and Wednesday, December 13,
beginning at 5:30 p.m. Santa will
make a special appearance bearing
gifts for the kids at around 7 p.m.
$18.95 adults and children four and
older; $12.95 for children under
four. Children 12 and under will
receive a gift straight from Santa.
Reservations are required; please
specify age and gender of each child
in your party to guarantee a gift for
every good little boy and girl.

Thanksgiving Weekend Hours

Here is the club schedule for
Thanksgiving weekend.
• Monday and Tuesday, November
20 and 21, club open
• Wednesday, November 23, club
open until 8:30 p.m. with
The Sensations
• Thursday, November 23 and
Friday, November 24, club closed
• Saturday, November 25, club open
5–7:30 p.m. for pre-concert dinner
• Sunday, November 26, club closed

D_]_m\_r 11–15 &
D_]_m\_r 18–22
11:30 [.m. to 1 p.m.

December 14 | Book Club

including gratuity and tax. Enjoy our We’ll discuss two classic stories,
“A Christmas Carol” by Charles
specially blended tea, delectable tea
Dickens and “A Christmas
sandwiches, as well as our savory
Memory” by Truman Capote.
and sweet treats. Champagne,
mimosas and poinsettias cocktails
are available to order additionally.
Reservations are required for this
NEW! November 28 | Wine Glass
event. Our popular teas always have
Painting Party
a waiting list, so there is a 24-hour
317 Studio & Gallery returns to hold a cancellation policy. Please make your
wine glass painting party for you in
reservations early to the best tea in
our living room, at 6:30 p.m. Just $35 Rockford by contacting Lisa or Julie
per person and open to 20 people.
at lpass@uclubrockford.com or
Reserve your spot via email with Kelly jsandall@uclubrockford.com.
at kadrian@uclubrockford.com.
November 29 | Hamilton Trip

Please see the Social Corner.

Holiday Tea Returns

Our always-popular Holiday Tea will
be offered Monday, December 11
through Friday, December 15 and
Monday, December 18 through
Friday, December 22, from 11:30
a.m. to 1 p.m. in our lovely living
room. The cost is $28.95 per person

Club Notes, continued
December 17 | Holiday Brunch

December 21 | Yulefest Dinner

sweet vanilla and spice culminate
into a lingering finish. $6.75/glass
or $24/bottle.

Line 39’s Sauvignon Blanc
opens with vibrant aromas
January 10, 2018 | Annual Meeting
of grapefruit and lemon
with subtle grassy
characters and a crisp,
Holiday Gift Giving Made Easy
clean finish. A fine
• U Club logo rocks glasses, $5 each;
accompaniment to shellfish
pair of two Moscow Mule mugs
or on its own. $6.75/glass
with the U Club logo $20/set.
or $24/bottle.
Proceeds from the sale of U Club
logo glassware benefit the U Club’s Updated Phone System
scholarship endowment.
We have updated our phone system
• Give the gift of wine to your friends so you now can leave voice mails
directly for Lisa, Kelly, Ty or Julie if
and family this holiday. Please
contact Kelly for available wines for we are unavailable. We also have a
dedicated “reservations” voice mail;
purchase and/or suggestions.
it is now the best way to know that
• What about a U Club dining gift
we
will receive your reservation.
certificate for your fellow U Club
We
check the dedicated reservation
member friends? Please contact
line many times each day.
Julie for more information.
You can still reach all management
Winter Seasonal Dinner Menu
by emails, but calling the club is
Our winter seasonal dinner menu
always the best route to make
will be offered November
reservations going into the
through January.
holiday season.
Featured Wines for November

Lisa Pass
Lpass@uclubrockford.com
Kelly Adrian
Kadrian@uclubrockford.com
Line 39 Wines is a California wine
purveyor that selects grapes from the
best growing regions throughout the
state to create a range of expressive
wines, from traditional reds to vibrant
whites. The U Club will feature these
wines in November.
Line 39’s Excursion is a
proprietary red blend with
concentrated aromas of
blackberry jam, ripe
raspberries, mocha and
warm toasted oak. The rich
and structured palate of
plum, dark chocolate,

Ty Bergman
Tmbergman@uclubrockford.com
Julie Sandall
Jsandall@uclubrockford.com
Reminder, the club closes after
lunch service on Wednesdays.

Carpool at U Club for
Downtown Events

When attending events at the BMO
Harris Bank Center, the Coronado
Theatre or other downtown venues,
use the U Club as your starting and
carpool point. Meet at the club for
drinks and a bite to eat, then carpool
to the show. Don’t have time for a
full dinner? Let us serve you
appetizers when your group arrives.
Check our club’s calendar for hours
of operation.
Daylight Savings Ends
November 5

Remember to “fall back” and set
your clocks back one hour when you
go to bed on Saturday night,
November 4.

Annual Staff Holiday Fund

In your November statement you
will see a $35 holiday fund charge.
This is for the staff’s holiday bonus
and staff party after our busy
December. This is voluntary charge;
if you prefer to not contribute,
please return the non-participation
form by December 15 and your
account will be credited. The
staff thanks you for your support
and generosity.

University Club of Rockford
945 N. Main Street
Rockford, IL 61103
Phone: (815) 962-1730
editor@uclubrockford.com
president@uclubrockford.com
buildingandgrounds@uclubrockford.com
foodandbeverage@uclubrockford.com
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• November 7, 14, 21 & 28 | Taco Tuesdays with a Twist
• November 13 | DIY Stenciling Project
• November 14 | Book Club
• November 15 | Deadline for Thanksgiving Carryout Orders
• November 17 | Live Music with Reed & Waddy
• November 22 | Thanksgiving Eve Party with The Sensations
• November 28 | Wine Glass Painting Party

Most Members
make reservations—
Thank you!
It helps us
serve you better!

November 2017 Calendar
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

Remember, Kids and Grandkids eat FREE from
Kids’ Menu with the purchase of a regularly
priced entrée on Thursday nights.

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1
Club Closes at
2 pm

2
Early Bird
5–9 pm
• New Winter Menu
Begins

3
Fabulous Friday
Fish, 5–9 pm
• Catfish

4

Lunch & Dinner
Hours

Reservations allow us to serve you better.
5
Daylight Savings
Time Ends (set
clocks back one
hour)

6
Homestyle Menu
5–8 pm
• Liver & Onions
• Chicken Florentine
Crepes

7
Taco Tuesday
Crunchy Shark
Tacos
5–8 pm

8
Club Closes at
2 pm

9
Early Bird
5–9 pm
• Braised Lamb
Shanks
• Shrimp Gumbo

10
Fabulous Friday
Fish, 5–9 pm
• Perch

11

12

13
Homestyle Menu
5–8 pm
• Turkey & Dressing
• Baked Tilapia
DIY Stenciling
Project
6 pm

14
Taco Tuesday
Quesadilla Station
5–8 pm
Book Club
7 pm

15
Club Closes at
2 pm
Deadline for
Thanksgiving
Carryout Orders

16
Early Bird
5–9 pm
• Two for $29.95*

17
Fabulous Friday
Fish, 5–9 pm
• Walleye
Live Music:
Reed & Waddy
5–8 pm

18

19
20
Thanksgiving
Homestyle Menu
Brunch
5–8 pm
11 am – 1:30 pm • Chicken & Broccoli
Alfredo
• Liver & Onions

21
Taco Tuesday
Steak Tacos
5–8 pm
Hamilton Drawing
6 pm

22
Varsity Room open
at 11 am
Thanksgiving Eve
Party with The
Sensations
5–8 pm

23
Thanksgiving Day
Club Closed

24
Club Closed

25
Pre-concert
Dinner
5–7:30 pm

26
Club Closed

28
Taco Tuesday
Pork Tacos
5–8 pm
Wine Glass Painting
Party
6:30 pm

29
Club Closes at
2 pm
Hamilton Trip

30
Early Bird
5–9 pm
• Herb-Crusted Veal
Loin
• Red Snapper

27
Homestyle Menu
5–8 pm
• Continental Cod
• BBQ Ribs

Lunch Service

Monday – Friday
11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Monday Night
Homestyle Menu

5:00 – 8:00 p.m.
Tuesday Night
Taco Tuesdays with
a “Twist”

5:00 – 8:00 p.m.
Thursday Night Early Bird

5:00 – 9:00 p.m.
Fabulous Friday Fish

*Two for $29.95 Special
entrée choices:
Falafel & Grilled Vegetables,
Pesto Chicken,
Grilled Angus Flatiron Steak,
or Baked White Fish

5:00 – 9:00 p.m.
Reservations Appreciated
(815) 962-1730
lpass@uclubrockford.com

