30 Oct 2019
To: Commander, International Legion of Honor
Subj: Petition to enter the line for the International Association Legion of Honor

1. Commander, | have met all the requirements and [ am petitioning for the vacant Lieutenant
Commander positions in the International Association Legion of Honor Line. I enlisted into the
United States Marine Corps in October, 1970 and served in a rifle company, administration, drill
instructor, tactics instructor, utilities officer, engineer equipment officer, combat engineer, and
logistic officer. Ispent 11 years in the enlisted ranks, 15 years as a chief warrant officer, and
retired after 43 years of active service as a colonel in October, 2013.

2. I have an Associate’s Degree from Central Texas Collage, a Bachelor of Art Degree in History
from California State University, and a Master of Art Degree in National Security and Strategic
Studies from the United States Naval War College.

3. I became a Mason in 2015 and became a Shiner and a member of the Al Menah Legion of
Honor in 2016. [ served as the Commander of the Al Menah Legion of Honor in 2019 and am
currently serving as the 3™ Lieutenant Commander in the South East Shrine Association. I am
also currently serving as the President of the Tri-Lake Shrine Club. In addition, I am a driver for
Al Menah’s Transportation unit, and have had the pleasure of driving children to the hospitals at
Cincinnati, Ohio and Lexington, Kentucky for the past three years.

4. I am a trustee at my church and have been associated with the Boy Scout for over 20 years.

5. I am married to the former Vicki Lynn Shepherd of Angola, Indiana. We have four sons;
Matthew, James, Kevin, and Scott and eleven grand children. We currently live in Estill Springs
Tennessee.

R. STEELE

Attach: Colonel Steele’s Military Bio
Commander, Al Menah Legion of Honor Letter of Recommendation

Potentate, Al Menah Shrine Letter of Recommendation



Colonel Wayne R. Steele, USMC (Ret)

Colonel Steele enlisted in the Marine Corps on October 29" 1970. Upon
completion of basic training and follow on MOS training Private First Class
Steele was assigned to the 2d Marine Division at Camp Lejeune North
Carolina for duty. Following his tour with the 2d Marine Division Sgt Steele
was assigned duties as a Drill Instructor at Marine Corps Recruit Depot

Parris Island, South Carolina where he was meritoriously promoted to the
rank of Staff Sergeant. In 1977, he was transferred to the 1% Marine Aircraft Wing on Okinawa
for duty with Marine Air Control Group 18 and the Commanding General, 1* Marine Aircraft
Wing Staff Secretary’s Office. Following his return to CONUS, he was assigned duties with
Marine Aviation Weapons and Tactics Squadron 1 at Yuma, Arizona, where he was promoted to
the rank of Gunnery Sergeant.

In February 1982, he was promoted to the rank of Warrant Officer under the FY82
Warrant Officer Program and reassigned to the 1% Marine Aircraft where he served with Wing
Engineer Squadron, Marine Wing Support Group 17. While there he was assigned the Aviation
Ground Support Maintenance Detachment OIC for exercises Bear Hunt 82/83 and Team Spirit
83/84, conducted in Pohang, Korea. In 1985, Chief Warrant Officer 2 Steele was transferred to
Detachment “B” Marine Wing Support Group 17, Marine Air Base Squadron, Marine Aircraft
Group 24, 1" Marine Aircraft Wing, MCAS Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii for duty as the Engineer
Operations Officer. Under a duel promotion system he was promoted to First Lieutenant in 1985,
under the Limited Duty Officer Program and to the rank of Chief Warrant Officer 3 in February
1987

In August 1988, he was promoted to Captain and transferred to MCAS El Toro,
California with the 1* Force Service Support Group, where he served as the Operation Officer,
Logistics Officer. In August 1990, Captain Steele deployed to Saudi Arabia with Brigade Service
Support Group 7 during OPERATION DESERT SHIELD/STORM.

Following his return to El Toro and the completion of his tour with CSSD-14, Captain
Steele was assigned duties as the Company Commander of Engineer Maintenance Company, 1%
Maintenance Battalion, 1* FSSG aboard Camp Pendleton, California. While a member of
Maintenance Battalion, Captain Steele was deployed to Somalia, East Africa, as the Executive
Officer of the Maintenance Detachment, and. the Officer in Charge of Wash Down Site #2 at
Lido Peer in support of OPEREATION RESTORE HOPE. He re-designated to the regular
officer corps, as a combat engineer, in 1995 and selected for the Degree Completion Program in

1995, and assigned duties as a student at California State University, San Marcos where he



obtained a Bachelor of Arts Degree in History. While attending school he was promoted to
major. Following graduation, he was again transferred to 1* Maintenance Battalion where he
served as the Battalion’s Maintenance Operation Officer. In July 1998, Major Steele was
transferred to the 3d Marine Aircraft Wing as the Operation Officer, Marine Wing Support Group
37 aboard MCAS El Toro

During July 2001, Major Steele was assigned duties as the Company Commander,
Service Company, Headquarters and Service Battalion, MCRD San Diego, California. While at
MCRD, he was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel and received orders transferring him
to U.S. Marine Forces Korea for duty as the Assistant Chief of Staff G-4. While in that billet he
spearheaded the development of a 10 year master plan for the Marine Training Facility at Camp
Mu Juk, Pohang, Korea. Lieutenant Colonel Steele was transferred in August 2003 to Marine
Corps Base Camp Pendleton where he served as the Base Facilities Maintenance Officer.

In June, 2004, Lieutenant Colonel Steele assumed duties as Commanding Officer,
Marine Wing Support Squadron 372. While the Commanding Officer, the Squadron deployed to
Iraq in support of OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM. His unit received the Hatch Award as the
MWSS of the Year in 2006. In August 2006 he attended the Naval War College and received a
Master of Arts degree in National Security and Strategic Studies. Upon completion of the War
Collage Lieutenant Colonels Steele’s was assigned duties as the Commandant of the Marine
Corps’ Representative to U.S. Transportation Command, at Scott Air Force Base, IL and was
promoted to the rank of Colonel.
On 12 July 2008 Colonel Steele assumed duties as the Commanding Officer of Marine

Wing Group 47, 4™ Marine Aircraft Wing in Macomb MI. Following command, Colonel Steele
reported to Marine Corps Air Station Miramar, San Diego, CA and assigned duties as the
Assistant Chief of Staff G4 for the 3d Marine Aircraft Wing. While in that assignment Col Steele
deployed to the Helmand Province,, Afghanistan in support of OPERATION ENDURING
FREEDOM 12.1. On 1 October 2013, Colonel Steele retired from the Marine Corps with 43
years of active service

His personal decorations include the Legion of Merit with gold star, Bronze Star Medal,
Purple Heart Medal, Meritorious Service Medal with gold star, Navy and Marine Commendation
Medal with 4 gold stars, Navy and Marine Achievement Medal with 2 gold stars, Combat Action
Ribbon and the Military Outstanding Volunteer Service Medal.

Colonel Steele is married to the former Vicki Lynn Shepherd of Angola, Indiana. The
Steele’s have four boys, Matthew, James Kevin and Scott. They also have 11 grandchildren.



