Volume 36, Issue 3

March
2016

Fellowship Family News
a publication of Fellowship Lutheran Church, Rev. Robin Wargowsky, Pastor
7350 Sawmill Road | Columbus, OH 43235
[tel] 614. 889.0113
[fax] 614. 889.9961
[pastor] 937. 725.4930
Email: flc7350@gmail.com | Website: flccolumbus.com

“For Because you have made the Lord your refuge, the Most High your dwelling place, no evil
shall befall you, no scourge come near your tent. For he will command all his angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways. On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will
not dash your foot against a stone. You will tread on the lion and the adder, the young lion
and the serpent, you will trample under foot. Those who love me, I will deliver; I will protect
those who know my name. When they call to me, I will answer them; I will be with them in
trouble, I will rescue them and honor them. With long life I will satisfy them, and show them
my salvation. Psalm 91:9-16

Psalm 91 is one of my favorite psalms. I often read it on hospital visits and at funerals or when
someone is afraid. It’s a psalm of trust in the power of God to deliver us from all that threatens us.
We recently said it on the first Sunday of Lent. It definitely was an appropriate psalm with which to
begin the season of Lent. This was also the psalm Satan quoted when he was tempting Jesus in the
wilderness.
We are a fearful people. Life comes, hurts happen, fears attack, and we lose awareness that we
live always in the presence of God. Each and every one of us is assailed by fears of all types which
beset us daily. Psalm 91 can help us with our fears. Throughout this psalm we are reminded that because of our relationship with God, we are constantly abiding in God’s presence and acknowledging
God’s providence. The result is assurance of God’s provision. When we are constantly aware of this,
we find ourselves overshadowed by God’s almighty power, making every provision for our protection
and blessing.
God will protect us and deliver us, but it may not mean the absence of pain and affliction in this
life. No one is exempt from suffering. But we are secure under the shadow of the Almighty. God is
our refuge and dwelling place, and that can never be taken from us. God delivers us from fear! Abiding in God liberates us from the fear and threats of what might happen to us.
God responds to this abiding relationship with a beautiful expression of assurance in the closing
verses of Psalm 91. God will deliver us because of our love. God sets us securely on high because we
know God’s name. God answers us when we call and is with us in trouble. God will rescue us, honor us,
satisfy us with a long life, and allow us to know and experience salvation because of this abiding, intimate relationship.
The only real security and ease we can find is found in faith in God. Only God is all-powerful. Only God can grant us true peace. God has promised over and over again to protect us. In faith, we
know God is our only security. God offers security that lasts all this life long and the next. That security, that faith can and does make us bold. For Israel and for the church, a central belief is our
trust in God who has the power to deliver us from both the human and the natural elements. Like a
mother bird protects her young (another image that Jesus used later on), God's faithfulness can be
counted on. God's faithfulness can ease the terror of night or the threat in the day. You can trust in
God even when the wicked seem to be triumphing because God stands between you and the evil that
threatens you.
Those who trust in God will be protected in their daily walk and from the threats of both “lion
and serpent”. When threats arise, God will hear the cry of the faithful, be present in times of trouble, and rescue and honor the one who clings to God in love and calls on God's name. During Lent
when we reflect on the temptations of Christ, we are offered the opportunity to reflect again on our
own temptation to treat God as an instrument of our desires rather than the source of our salvation.

See you in church!

Pastor Robin
Fundraising Information:

Please continue to participate in the Kroger Plus
Community Rewards program. There are instruction sheets in the narthex giving you
the information you need to register/re-register your Kroger Plus card, designating
Fellowship Lutheran as the recipient. If you have problems registering your Kroger
card for the Community Rewards Program, please contact Pastor Robin or the church
office. We’ve received over $1,300 last year! Also our youth continue their recycling
fundraiser. There’s a collection box in front of the office by the paper recycling bin and a smaller
one in the narthex.

Gluten Free Communion Wafers are available.

If you have trouble with the regular
communion wafers or with the bread served, please let Pastor Robin know. We do have gluten-free
wafers available. Large print bulletins are available for worship. Please ask the usher for assistance.

If anyone would like a home visit by Pastor Robin,

please let Pastor Robin or Tracy
know so we can get one scheduled. It does not need to be a pastoral emergency...just an opportunity
to get to know you better.

Women’s Activities
Book Study - The next women's book study meeting is March 7, 2016, at 7 pm.
We will review chapters 12 and 13 of Philip Yancey's book, What's So Amazing
About Grace. Susan Wolfe will facilitate the discussion.
Women’s Dinner - On Tuesday, March 29th at 6:00 p.m., we will meet at O’Charley’s at 1425
Polaris Pkwy, Columbus (614) 846-9744. Please sign up if you’re interested in attending and let Pastor Robin know if you need transportation (cell. 937-725-4930).

Time Change on Sunday, March 13th – Don’t forget to turn your clocks forward one hour
before you go to bed.

Lent/Holy Week News

During Lent, we continue to meet each Wednesday evening at 6:15 pm
for a light supper followed by a service at 7:00 pm. Thanks to the families who have volunteered to
provide midweek meals. Our traditional Maundy Thursday Agape meal and service of Holy Communion
will take place on Thursday, March 24. Supper begins at 6:15 pm and the service begins at 7:00 pm.
We will again have our sisters and brothers in Christ from Jesus’ People Church join us for this
event. And then on Good Friday, March 25th, we will participate in an ecumenical service at Smoky
Row Brethren Church with 4-5 additional congregations participating. Hope to see you all at these
special services!
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Healing Service in March.

Our next healing service will be at the end
of worship on Sunday, March 13 . If you would like to participate, just remain in
the sanctuary after our last hymn; otherwise quietly exit during the hymn. In
the rite of healing, the church does not replace the gifts of God that come
through the scientific community nor does it promise a cure. Physical healing
may or may not follow the laying on of hands, prayer, and anointing with oil. Nor does the lack of a
cure reflect a weak faith or the lack of favor with God. Rather, the church offers and celebrates
gifts such as these: God’s presence with strength and comfort in time of suffering, God’s promise
of wholeness and peace, and God’s love embodied in the community of faith. We encourage everyone
to experience the power of a healing service – we are all broken people in need of some kind of healing.
th

A big thanks to John DeVantier

for the cabinet for the organ pipes in the sanctuary and the pulpit rail. They make a great addition to our sanctuary. John also recently installed a bench and trash
can for our basketball area. John volunteered to do this as his Eagle
Scout project and the church is most grateful. Be sure to thank John
when you see him!

Attendance Information
Date
Jan. 3
Jan. 10
Jan. 17
Jan. 24
Jan. 31

Attendance
87
69
95
88
89

Date
Feb. 7
Feb. 14
Feb. 21
Feb. 28

Attendance
86
87
97
90

****************************************************************************************

Announcement from the Wilhelm family
Our son Greg Wilhelm will be getting married to Sara Wingen on
March 19, 2016. Greg was baptized and confirmed at FLC.
The wedding will be at St. Mark's Evangelical Lutheran Church, 933
Brookline Boulevard, Pittsburgh, PA 15226.
Greg and Sara will continue to reside in Columbus.
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— Larry Wiech, President

Administration

We can make our plans, but the LORD determines our steps. – Proverbs 16:9
At times it feels like Christian leadership puts one at odds with what the Word of Gods tells us.
On one hand we are told in the Word to “not worry about anything, and to put our trust in God”.
However, human wisdom beacons that “He who fails to plan, plans to fail”. It is definitely a balancing act. The Wisdom of Solomon puts it in the right perspective. He doesn’t tell us to not
plan, but he reminds us that God is in charge. Therefore it behooves us to take time to pray and
ponder over our plans before taking action.
With that in mind, over the next weeks and months you will be hearing about plans for our HVAC
system. There has been much effort, thought and prayer put into the planning. I ask that all take
time to ponder the information that will be presented. With the thoughts and prayers of the congregation, I believe the Lord will guide our steps in making the best decision going forward.
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— Todd Engen, Director

Education
Sanctuary

Through the Parable of the Good Samaritan (Lk. 10:23-37) Christ teaches us how to
love our neighbors. Christ also teaches in numerous other places how we are to care
for the poor, the oppressed, the marginalized, and the persecuted. This is how the
church came to be known as a sanctuary, a safe place, a place where protection and
security can be found. Unfortunately, over the past 20 years the church has begun
to lose its reputation as being a safe place. The media has brought to our attention
all of the ways that sin has and will continue to infiltrate this place of safety. We as
the church are called to care for and protect those whom are most vulnerable in our
community, our children.
Over the next few months, the PPC, Board of Education, and Pastor Robin will be
working to develop Best Practices for Safeguarding the children in this community,
using information from Gary Pecuch of the Southern Ohio Synod office to develop
these practices. One of the things that we know is that background checks will be
required of volunteers who work with children. It is not that we suspect anything has
happened here at Fellowship, nor do we suspect that someone within our congregation would do anything like this, but we need to make sure that procedures are in
place to prevent it from happening as Columbus continues to grow as a major metropolitan area. Fellowship is working to continue to be known as a safe place for people, a sanctuary, in the midst of this vastly changing society.
This is not unique to churches. Most, if not all organizations that work with youth
now ask for background checks. As some of you know, I referee youth soccer. Each
year when I get my new referee license, I have to fill out a form authorizing the
youth soccer leagues to do a background check. I imagine anyone in the congregation who volunteers with the Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, or other organizations is also
doing the same thing.
Please keep an eye out in the bulletin and in the newsletter for more information on
this as our best practices are developed. If you have any questions or concerns
please contact Todd Engen or Pastor Robin in the office (614) 889-0113 or at home
(614) 219-7722.
Vacation Bible School (VBS)
We are beginning planning for VBS this summer. We should have some dates lined
up by next month, with any luck. We are planning a similar approach as last year
where we will be doing VBS in the evenings with a meal and then the VBS programming. We have a handful of people to do VBS so far, but we can use more helpers. If
you are interested, or if you have helped in the past and I haven't asked you yet,
please let me, or one of the other board members know of your interest. Next year,
we may try to sign up to host an Amazing Grace day camp.
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— Liz Allen, Director

Stewardship & Service

“I have held many things in my hands, and I have lost them all. But whatever I have placed
in God’s hands, that I still possess.” — Martin Luther
In all matters we need to trust in God. It is too often a temptation to become impatient and
take our trust from God in an attempt to hurry things along and solve them on our own.
While this may result in a seemingly satisfactory resolution by society’s standards, it may not
be what God intended.
During the Lenten season as we think about the temptations of Jesus in the wilderness, take
a moment to reflect on the temptations in our own lives. An unexpected car repair is needed, so we worry and internalize the burden. An illness afflicts a loved one, we perhaps become angry with our maker. A death leaves us consumed with grief and questioning why?
These temptations all may cause us to turn away from our trust in God instead of leaving
things in His hands. Sometimes when we should be leaning on our faith the most, we are
the furthest away from it. It is in those times where we have taken things into our own
hands that we lose them. In every temptation of Christ, he quotes scripture, and does not
yield to the temptation to succumb to what appears to be an easier path. We must follow
this example consistently in our own lives and in the life of our church.
This year, as last, as a leadership group we faced a situation in which we were required to
present the congregation with a deficit budget, and ask for additional financial commitments.
We have the faith in God and the belief in the faith of our members that this request will be
prayerfully answered. It has been inspiring to see God at work in our members during these
trying financial times for our church.
Blessings & Peace,
Liz Allen, Director of Stewardship & Service

Financial update:
We have received commitments for approximately 80% of what is needed in response to the
request for the special offering. Updates are printed weekly in the bulletin.
We carried a positive balance into the new year, and a positive balance of just over $4,500
going into February. While this indeed encouraging, there were two substantial faith promises made in full that have made this positive balance possible. As was the case last year as
well, many of the promises made for the special offering will be made in single gifts, which
will most likely see us carry a larger positive balance through the first quarter. We will continue to keep the congregation updated on our finances as promised.
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— Todd Daniels, Director

Evangelism & Fellowship

That which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that you also
may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father
and with His Son Jesus Christ.
—1 John 1:3

The Board of Evangelism and Fellowship would like to remind everyone to keep an
eye on the bulletins, listen to the one calls and announcements during service to
know about what the board is doing and scheduling. We recently had a Mardi
Gras night with great food, a movie and wonderful fellowship. We would like to
thank all who came and brought something to share with the others.
Just around the corner is Easter - it’s hard to believe it is approaching so quickly.
We look forward to serving the annual Easter breakfast between services. The
board has the menu set and will be prepping over the next several weeks.
We would like to invite any ideas on events we can plan and coordinate with you or
another board.
Blessings,
Todd Daniels
Director, Board of Evangelism and Fellowship
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— Mary McDaniel, Director

Worship

We are into the third week of Lent and we talk about Lent a lot. What is Lent?
Most simply defined, Lent is a time of preparation for Easter and the risen
Christ. The purpose is to set aside time to reflect on Jesus Christ - his suffering and
his sacrifice, his life, death, burial and resurrection. This reflection can take many
forms including prayer, worship, self-denial, study of scripture and service to others.
Participation in Lent activities often provides opportunity for spiritual renewal through
an active seeking of Christ in our life and our world.
Fellowship provides many ways to observe Lent. We have our Lenten suppers and
services every Wednesday until Palm Sunday. We are able to serve others by serving dinner at First English Lutheran Church on March10. You may also attend
Adult Sunday School on Sunday mornings. There will be a Maundy Thursday Service
on March 24 and a Good Friday service on Friday March 25 at Smoky Row Brethren
Church.
On the next page, you will find the schedule for the rest of the Lenten season.
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2016 MIDWEEK
LENTEN/HOLY WEEK
AND EASTER SERVICES
“The Sounds of Easter”
ASH WEDNESDAY – February 10th @ 7:00 p.m.
The Imposition of Ashes and Holy Communion
“The Sound of Repentance”
WEDNESDAY – February 17th @ 7:00 p.m.
“The Sound of Weeping”
WEDNESDAY – February 24th @ 7:00 p.m.
“The Clanking of Coins”
WEDNESDAY – March 2nd @ 7:00 p.m.
“The Dripping of Water”
WEDNESDAY –March 9th @ 7:00 p.m.
“The Shouting of the Crowd”
WEDNESDAY –March 16th @ 7:00 p.m
“The Crowing of a Rooster”
Light Lenten meals beginning at 6:15 p.m. to be offered prior to all Wednesday evening services,
except Ash Wednesday.

HOLY WEEK
PASSION/PALM SUNDAY – March 20th
10:00 a.m.
MAUNDY THURSDAY – March 24th @ 7:00 p.m.
Joint Service with Jesus’ People Church
Meal @ 6:15 p.m.
ECUMENICAL GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE – March 25th @ 7:30 p.m.
Community Tenebrae Service @ Smoky Row Brethren Church

THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD
Easter Sunday – March 27th
Early Easter Service with Communion @ 8:30 a.m.
Easter Breakfast
9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Traditional Easter Service with Communion @ 11:00 a.m.
9

— George Biemel

First English
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— Todd Engen

Mission Interpreter
Flint Michigan Water Crisis

I am sure that you have heard about the problems that Flint, Michigan is having with lead poisoning caused
by changes to its water supply. This is a tragedy and almost unbelievable in a country like the United States.
We all depend on a safe, reliable water supply for our daily needs. Our sister synod in that state up north, the
Southeastern Michigan Synod, is working with local organizations to help the people of Flint.
Our brothers and sisters in that state up north ask us to help in the following ways:


Contact your congressperson and urge him/her to take action to support the city of Flint. Visit the
ELCA Advocacy
https://secure2.convio.net/elca/site/Advocacy?cmd=display&page=UserAction&id=779



Online donations can be made at: https://www.crowdrise.com/holytrinitylutheranc1/fundraiser/
holytrinitylutheranc



Checks can be made out to Southeast Michigan Synod and mailed to 8115 E Jefferson, Detroit, MI. Put
Flint Water on the memo line on the check to make sure it gets to Flint.

Financial donations to the Southeast Michigan Synod support the purchase of:


Water!



Filtration Systems that are certified against NSF/ANSI standards 53, such as:


Brita Faucet Mount Systems



PUR MaxIon Advanced Water Filter



PUR MaxIon Faucet Mount Replacement Water Filters



ZeroWater 23Cup Pitcher



Whole house systems



Hand wipes for basic hand cleaning

The faucet based systems go for about $40, and replacement filters are about $15 each. A whole house system
would be around $10,000.
These stopgap solutions are not cheap. Most of the most affected people live close to the poverty level already. Imagine the impact to their lives of having to add these kinds of costs to their budgets and the inconvenience of collecting water from the local distribution point.
To address the long term needs, The Community Foundation of Greater Flint has created a long-term fund
that will support the needs of kids now and in the future. Online donations can be made to the Flint Child
Health & Development Fund or visit www.cfgr.org.
You can follow the Southeast Michigan Synod's activities at http://www.semisynod.com/cms/ (note it is
.com and not .org as you might think it would be for a non-profit organization).
Todd Engen – Mission Interpreter

11

Our Faith Family

Our Prayers and Support for . . .
FOR OUR MEMBERS:
Fritzi Bear
Marvin Bear
Carolyn Crispin
Major Crispin Jr.
Bob Drake
Andy Lee
Adam Lensenmayer
Joshua Mott
Mark Roll
Martha Sampson
Shawn Turnbull

March Birthdays
Karen Espe
Steve Espe
Hudson Rhoden
Joshua Anderson
Andy Campbell
Ryan Roll
Alexis Colombo
Mark Drake
Connie Haag
Evelyn Young
Staci Wahl
Bryan Blair
David Campbell
Mark Himmel
Ben Singeltary
Becky Schaughency
Carolyn Shaw

FOR OUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS:
Gary Adams, Craig Robinson’s friend…
Kevin Bush, Larry Wiech’s friend…
Marge Finnegan, Nancy Lensenmayer’s mother...
Kaitlyn & Michael Fisher, Barb Fisher’s son and
daughter-in-law…
Joe Jankovich, Bridget Daniels’ cousin’s husband…
Pastor Carol Kilgore, friend of Ruth Albert...
Jim King, Kate King’s father-in-law...
Margaret Orlando, Sonya Oliver’s friend’s mother...
Gary Petsche, Ruth Rankin’s brother…
Laurie Rodeback, Andrea Sumner’s friend…
John Sagle, Andrea Sumner’s family friend…
Pastor Mike Sayre, former pastor of Fellowship…
Charlotte Schall, Pastor Robin’s mother…
George Sumner, Mike Sumner’s father…
Leif & Phyllis Sundlie, Erling Lee’s aunt and uncle…
Carol Ward, Barb Fisher’s mother…

3/01
3/03
3/08
3/09
3/10
3/10
3/11
3/12
3/12
3/14
3/16
3/18
3/18
3/21
3/25
3/31
3/31

Happy Birthday to those celebrating birthdays
this month! This list reflects the information we
have in our computer at this time. We welcome
your corrections and additions!

FOR OUR SHUT-INS:
Eva Blair, member
Lynn Brown, Debbie Bear’s mother
Ruth Buck, Carol Jaeger’s mother
Joan Clark, Susan Lee’s mother

March Anniversaries

DEATHS:
Greg Dillon, Farel family friend
Lynn Goggins, Fisk Paro’s friend
Stevie Ray, Laura Powell’s friend
Caitlyn Welsh, Liz Allen’s friend
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Nave
Amanda Laucher

Carol Scantland
Bridget Daniels & Marianne Wiech

Kris Kochheiser
Bridget Daniels & Marianne Wiech

Nursery

Altar Guild
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Kochheiser
Administration

Votino
Stewardship & Service

27-Mar
Easter, 8:30 AM & 11:00 AM

Crispin
Haggard

24-Mar
Maundy Thursday, 7:15 PM

Counters

Greeters

Host

Date

Time

Host

Greeters

Counters

PPC

Bridget Daniels

FOR EASTER

Nursery

Hymn Sel.

IN HALLWAY

Ushers

SERVICES

WILL BE AVAILABLE

Lay Reader

Bridget Daniels & Marianne Wiech

SIGN-UP SHEET

Comm. Assist.

Altar Guild

WORSHIP SERVER

Acolyte

Assist. Minister

Bridget Daniels
Andy DeVantier & Lori Hobbins

Bridget Daniels
Mariane Wiech & Dianna Roll

Bridget Daniels
Todd Daniels & Bill Farel

Hymn Sel.

Bridget Daniels & Marianne Wiech

Sonya Oliver

Sam Sgro

Dave Anderson

Abigail Cardimen & Todd Daniels

Missy Hensley

Kathy Farel

Comm. Assist.

Leah Anderson

Kathy Farel

Laura Powell

Hayden Laucher

Acolyte

Larry Wiech

Jim Jaeger & Bill Farel

Ruth Albert

Todd Engen

Assist. Minister

Palm Sunday, 10:00:00 AM

Ushers

10:00 AM

10:00 AM

Time

20-Mar

Lay Reader

13-Mar

6-Mar

Date

Worship Server Schedule for March
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Fellowship Lutheran Church
7350 Sawmill Road
Columbus, OH 43235
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Our Vision:

To be a “called and gathered” family of faith
whose members so fully experience the undeserved love of God
that we are moved to express that same love of God.
in our relationships with one another and our whole community . . .

Our Mission:

To involve people in a growing relationship with Jesus Christ
by sharing the good news of God’s grace.
through our fellowship in worship, study and service.
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