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Welcome
Message from Your President
April Meeting
 Blue Ribbon Winners

Hi Orchid Lovers:
We welcome the month of May. I can’t believe we are in May
already, our orchids are blooming and we are enjoying all the beauty
of their colors and foliage. I hope you will bring your best blooming
plants to our May meeting for all of us to enjoy. You never know, you
may even win a blue ribbon like the one to the left grown by Michele
O.
With summer approaching keep an eye when watering for any signs
of pests and the sun’s movement. You might need to move plants
around to keep them from the approaching hot summer sun.
Board changes: A great big WELCOME back to James Mangan, He
has stepped up to assume the office of Trustee in our Society. James
has been a member of DBOS for many years and has served
previously on the Board.
Bus Ramble: I am excited and looking forward to our Bus Ramble, Saturday May 21 st. There are
still a few seats left, so please contact Jill today by calling l 561-323-8597, or via e-mail
at: jrow103@gmail.com It will be an exciting excursion day going to RF Orchids and Mac's
Orchid= and enjoying a beautiful day in the company of friends and fellow members.
Monthly Meeting: Our speakers will discuss Florida Native Orchids and Plants: Local Wetlands
Restoration. Each month we need snacks for our fellow members and guests at our meeting. It
does not have to be anything fancy but please, make an effort to contribute to the evening. To
those of you who provide something each month, Thank You. It it’s greatly appreciated. Plus, if
you bring in a snack, you receive an extra free raffle ticket.
We are still in need of volunteers for hospitality at our meetings. It entails helping set up the food
for the meeting and cleaning afterwards. If you are interested in helping out, please see me at our
next meeting.
Happy Growing and see you Wednesday, May 11, 2022 at 6:30, meeting starts sharply at
7:00pm.
Chickie Tobias
DBOS President
561 445-5605
chickietobiasfl@gmail.com

Florida Native Orchids and Plants, Local Wetlands Restoration

Kevin and Mike are owners of The Orchid Store in Lake Worth and will discuss Florida Native Orchids and Plants.
They have taken on a major project in our local wetlands area where many non-native plants and trees had been
planted. These non-native plants are taking over our natural habitat so Kevin and Mike are taking on the
monumental task of removing non-native foliage and installing native plants. This includes many orchids species

that are either native and /or adaptable to our South Florida environment.
They are currently focusing on a 15 acre wetland at Pine Valley Preserve’s Birkdale Boardwalk in Wellington. They
expect to convert 5 to 7 different areas using grant money from the Florida Conservation.
To visit their Facebook page, click here. If you would like to visit their greenhouses, please call them at 561-914-6486.

ENDANGERED GHOST ORCHID
FROM THE NAPLES BOTANICAL GARDEN
Ghost orchid: Dendrophylax lindenii (Our DBOS logo)
The most famous of the state’s native orchids is the ghost orchid. In January, The Institute for
Regional Conservation, the Center for Biological Diversity, and the National Parks Conservation
Association filed a federal petition asking to protect the ghost orchid under the Endangered Species
Act. The state has already declared the orchid endangered, but a federal designation would add
increased protections and create stronger penalties in the case of poaching, a significant problem.
Ghost orchid (Dendrophylax lindenii) in the Florida Panther National Wildlife Refuge
According to the Petition Aims to Protect Famed Ghost Orchids Under Endangered Species Act,
there are a mere 603 – 644 reproductively mature ghost orchids left in the wild in the United States, mostly in Collier County, in
places such as Fakahatchee Strand Preserve State Park, Audubon Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary, the Florida Panther National Wildlife
Refuge, and Big Cypress National Preserve, according to NatureServe, an environmental organization focused on collecting
biodiversity data. There are fewer than 150 reproductively mature plants in Cuba, cited by The Institute for Regional Conservation,
Center for Biological Diversity, and National Parks Conservation Association.
The ghost orchid is known for its long white petals that appear to float, hence its common name. Its hard-to-see green roots cling to
the trunks of pop ash (Fraxinus caroliniana) and pond apple (Annona glabra) trees in sloughs and hardwood hammocks. It has
distinctive white marks on its roots called ‘pneumatodes’ that aid respiration and photosynthesis.
Ghost orchid in Naples Botanical Garden
It takes a ghost orchid some 15 years to reach reproductive maturity. Once it does, it may not flower every year. When blooms do
emerge, they generally appear in June through August and last one to two weeks. To survive, this orchid requires high humidity and
mycorrhizal fungi that provide nutrients for its roots in exchange for sugar. Even its seeds cannot germinate without this fungus. The
ghost orchid also emits a strong night fragrance and is dependent on nocturnal moth species for pollination. The orchid’s sporadic
reproduction, specific environmental needs, and the threats to its habitats — including climate change, hydrology alterations, and
natural disasters such as hurricanes — add to the reasons why environmental groups are seeking federal protection.
During summer visits to the Garden, you occasionally will see a ghost orchid in bloom on special display in the LaGrippe Orchid
Garden, or on the pond apple trees along the Sönne Family Ghost Orchid Boardwalk.
The Garden got its start with ghost orchids through the University of Florida, whose researchers had acquired seeds at the Florida
Panther National Wildlife Refuge, grew new plants, and offered some to the Garden.
“The plants did very well, established quickly, and most of the larger plants bloomed reliable each summer,” Nick Ewy, Director of
Collections, states. Over time, some were lost or damaged due to animal activity, storms, and canopy loss. But a number of those
original ones persist, and we’ve acquired additional orchids from other sources since.
TO READ MORE, CLICK HERE:

SUN DAMAGE TO YOUR ORCHIDS
FROM THE AMERICAN ORCHID SOCIETY

The sun is getting higher in the sky and therefore, your orchids are getting
more direct sun. Now is the time to adjust the amount of sun your plants receive
so be sure to check your plants around 2 - 3 PM when the sun is the strongest.
The leaves should not be hot to the touch. If they are, they need more
protection from the sun. Once your plant gets sun damage, the leaf will be
permanently damaged.
When moving orchids outside for the season, start them out in a shaded spot
and gradually increase their exposure to sunlight to acclimate them to the
higher outdoor light levels. Make sure to protect them from the strongest sunlight as midday summer sun has more
intense UV rays that can burn tender plants. Check the amount of exposure your plants receive at different times during
the day as the sun moves, and throughout the year as the earth’s orbit around the sun makes its gradual seasonal
changes, which in turn changes the angle of the exposure your plants receive.
For many growers, consider using shade cloth for added protection during the summer months. Windowsill growers may
want to add a sheer curtain during the summertime to keep sunlight reflected by the window glass from causing
sunburn.

Withered Leaves

The culprit, especially in summer weather, can be overheating. If your plant’s leaves feel warm to the touch, they could
be getting too much light, and need increased air circulation and shading, or a move to a more protected area.

Sunburn
Initial signs of sunburn, as in humans, appear as a reddish-purple tint or freckles on leaves and pseudobulbs. In
advanced stages, leaf tips and roots may brown, flowers drop, buds blast or flower spikes fail altogether.
Reprinted from the American Orchid Society

MAY GROWING BY DR. MOTES

April has been just a little wetter and cooler than usual. That’s a good thing
because extra rain in April gets our plants off to a strong start on the growing
season. The extra rain has also washed away most of the mites which find a dry
hot April much to their liking. The same is true of Thrips, which also were
discouraged by the high temperatures rarely climbing to the mid 80’s. There are
still a few weeks left in the dry season and a preventive spray for mites and
Thrips would still be desirable. Follow the recommendations in Fla. Orchid
Growing. Photo Motes Starfall

While April yielded a bit below average temperatures, the windy weather and
low humidity allowed our plants to grow free of disease. The further into the year that we can keep our plants disease free
the happier growing season we will have. The spray program described in Fla. Orchid Growing if begun on schedule this
month will protect our plants through the rainy season. An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure.

Care in watering potted orchids will allow them to develop disease free. Vandas will enjoy an abundance of water and
fertilizer and produce roots and flowers in profusion. With temperatures rising and relative humidity low, this is a time when
vandas will benefit from a misting or light watering in the afternoon. This extra water is best applied at 3:30 to 4:00 PM when
temperatures are soon to start falling but with enough time for foliage to dry before dark.

Tamiami International Orchid Festival: This weekend
With temperature staying a bit more pleasant, now is a good time to start grooming your best plants for exhibition at the
Tamiami International Orchid Festival at the Fair Expo where cash prizes are given for Best in Show in 10 categories (Best
Cattleya, Best Vanda, etc.) and for Grand, Amateur and Reserve Champion. The Festival is open to the public May 13-15th
but entries for judging must be made between 1:00 -4:30 on Thursday May 12th so the plants can be displayed for the
Premier Party that evening. Tickets for the Party, general admission, along with full details and a list of the 80 plus vendors
is available at Orchidfestival.com.
dT
Watch Dr Motes's you tube video on cold damage to dendrobiums,click here.
Dr Martin Motes
Motes Orchids

SAVE THE DATE

Help raise funds for DBOS by using
Amazon Smile .
Did you know that you can help support
DBOS by using Smile.Amazon.com. Amazon
Smile will donate a portion of the eligible
purchases to DBOS, just name Delray Beach
Orchid Society as your favorite charity and
shop at Smile.Amazon.com

MAY 13 – MAY 15 2022

Tamiami International Orchid Festival
The Tamiami International Orchid Festival is Miami’s
largest, most diverse orchid show. Over the past twenty
years, the Tamiami International Orchid Festival has not
only become a great Miami orchid show, but a nationally
and internationally recognized orchid event. The 2022
Tamiami International Orchid Festival will be the largest
orchid show in the United States. For discounted
tickets, go to their web site.
Miami Dade County Fair Expo Center

https://tamiamiorchidfestival.com/

==============================

Board Members
President - Chickie Tobias
1st VP Programs – Buddy Rappoport
2nd VP Membership – Martha Combs
Treasurer – Priscilla Roper
Assistant Treasurer – Kim Jacobs
Recording Secretary – Donna Holt Swanson
Corresponding Secretary – Bernadette Garfinkel

Trustees

==========================

Upcoming Events
Veteran's Park Recreation building is located on
the west side of the intracostal waterway on
the north side of Atlantic Avenue. It is in the
the same entrance as Chico's .
Scheduled Meetings and Events:

May 11, 2022 – Mike & Kevin, The Orchid Store.
Native Flordia Orchids and Plants.
May 21, 2022. Saturday. Join us on an Orchid Bus
Ramble.

Joni Fritz
James Mangan
Jill Row
Geoff Tobias

Find out what is happening on our Facebook
page. Join Us On Facebook

Past President

Website: www:DelrayBeachOrchidSociety.com

Michele Owens

Newsletter Editor: Valerie Smith
Club Photographer: John Morris
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

WE WANT TO HEAR
FROM YOU
If you have any suggestions or comments regarding the
Society, meetings or this newsletter, please feel free to
contact our President, Chickie Tobias at 561 445-5605
or email.
If you have special event in your life or know of a
member who is ill, please call our Corresponding
Secretary, Bernadette Garfinkel at 561 3986315 or email.
Moving? Changed your e-mail or phone number? We
don't want to lose contact with you. Please contact our
Membership Chair, Martha Combs at 561 737-1059.

