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The Gas Man Cometh No More: Greg Marquardt Retires
By Kitty Mayo
For those of you who didn't listen to great aunts, uncles and
grandparents hold singing parties
around the family's one piano,
“The Gas Man Cometh” was an
old timey song about the travails
of the laborer.
Greg Marquardt, otherwise
known as “The Gas Man”, has
served the community of Silver
Bay for 36 years as just that, a
gas man, and now he is retiring.
Starting back in 1985 for InterCity Gas, Marquardt says he
came in without much experience, but received a lot of training over the years. Later, the
company was sold and he
worked for Northern Minnesota
Utilities. A later change made
him the employee of Aquila out
of Kansas City, Missouri. Finally,
he is ending his career under the
employ of Minnesota Energy Resources, owned by We Energies.
And, even though the companies changed in name, Marquardt
did all the tasks related to gas
service for the town, from reading meters, to hooking up service. Over the years he added appliance repair skills, and became
a familiar face to many households as he often rescued them
from broken appliance crises.
“It's the kind of job where you
are very well needed, I've probably been in every house in Silver Bay and everybody knew me

and felt comfortable”, said
Marquardt.
Born and
raised in Silver Bay,
Marquardt
says that he
never would
have guessed
in the beginning that he
would be with
the one job
for 36 years.
He eventually
added volunteer
firefighter to
his resume,
and one
memorable
incident had
him acting in
dual roles.

of everybody without heat,” said
Marquardt.
An ingenious workaround was
devised: tankers filled up with
natural gas at the London Crossing connection, then hauled their
loads into town and gas was injected into the Silver Bay system
to keep nearly 1,000 customers
supplied and warm.
Planning to spend time with
family and head south for parts
of the winters, Marquardt has
plenty of personal projects lined
up for his retirement, including
house remodeling, hunting and
fishing.

Submitted photo
After 36 years, Greg Marquardt retires.

“The gas transmission line
coming up to Silver Bay ruptured
in February, maybe it was 2004.
It was 20 below zero and the
pipeline broke and ignited. It was
like daylight at midnight,” said
Marquardt.
Not sure to this day what
caused the pipeline to breach,
maybe ground movement combined with a defect in the pipe,
Marquardt says that because of
the high pressure the pipe was
under that when it blew there
were rocks falling all the way to

Highway 61, even though the actual site of the accident was well
inland.
Working to get the immediate
danger under control, fortunately
no one was hurt in the incident,
Marquardt was immediately concerned about what shutting the
line down would mean to his customers in Silver Bay during the
depth of a cold winter.
“I was afraid they were going
to shut down the town, just think

“I really appreciate getting to
know a lot of old timers in town
and newcomers, and my customers will be sadly missed, but we'll
still see each other,” said
Marquardt.
Marquardt's last day on the job
will be January 8th, no replacement for his position has yet been
announced.
Marquardt wants the community to know that when it is once
again safe to do so, a retirement
celebration will be announced.
“We're going to have a retirement party hopefully this summer, and I hope to see all the customers and friends that I made
then,” said Marquardt.

Local Restaurants Continue to Adapt
By Kitty Mayo
Restaurants of the north shore
have had to put flexibility at the
top of the menu during the pandemic, suffering through closing
their doors to indoor dining intermittently, and hustling like
never before during the warm
tourist season.
Mike Arriola, owner of the
Lemon Wolf Cafe in Beaver Bay,
says that without being able to
offer indoor dining he has
struggled.
“This place is known for sit
down meals, it's been hard having to adjust the menu to take
out,” said Arriola.
Arriola and his brother took
over the Lemon Wolf in March
2019 expecting the usual ups and
downs that all restaurant owners
have to adapt to. However, there
was no way to prepare for the
unknown of a pandemic. To
make matters more complicated,
at the end of 2019 his brother
suffered a debilitating stroke.

“I had to do everything myself
while he recovered, then the pandemic hit,” said Arriola.

thankful the Beaver Bay and Silver Bay communities have had
my back,” said Arriola.

Despite adding outside dining
to his 50 percent capacity indoors
for the summer and doing better
business than expected, Arriola
says that he has lost a great deal
of income. Unable to sell alcohol
with takeout, needing to invest in
more takeout packaging, and the
months that indoor dining has not
been an option have all cut into
his already tight margins.

Waiting to find out if recent
state legislation will help him
out, Arriola is adding a delivery
service to the Lemon Wolf's options in the hopes it will get more
orders coming in.

While Arriola says he does understand the virus is very serious,
he is nonetheless struggling with
the heavy hit restaurants and bars
have taken with the precautions
necessary to limit transmission.
Still, he remains grateful for the
response from local diners, using
his warm Texas accent to good
effect in expressing his appreciation.
“Y'all guys have been good to
me as best you can, I'm very

The Blue Water Cafe in Grand
Marais is experiencing a somewhat expected slow down because of the season, and did close
for four weeks until December
26th. Open once again for takeout, owner Dan Riddle says that
the cafe usually closes for a
couple weeks in December.
Riddle, who has owned the cafe
since 2005, but been involved
with its operation for the last 18
years, says that he is down to just
four staff out of his usual 12 for
this time of year, an indication of
how much less business he is experiencing.

One of just a few restaurants
open in Grand Marais, the Blue
Water Cafe had already made
takeout only adaptations during
the protocols implemented in the
spring, and has pared down their
menu to more popular items for
the season.
Without indoor dining during
this time, Riddle says business is
not looking good. “It's fringing
on bad, people are staying home
and having their cup of coffee
there,” said Riddle.
Riddle hopes that legislative
relief is in the offing, and has his
sights set on 2021 bringing better
news for the ability to safely have
diners in the cafe. Meanwhile,
he's putting an invitation out to
visit Grand Marais and order
takeout from the Blue Water.
At Louise's Place in Two Harbors the cafe setting has transformed to a takeout-plus-pantry
provisions as they have flexed to
meet fluctuating expectations.
Continued, see Restaurants, Page 2
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