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NWA CORNER
Message from National WIC Association (NWA)

Summary from The National WIC Association’s (NWA) Monday Morning Report

In Defense of Breastfeeding:
In response to the incident this past May at the World Health Assembly (WHA) in which
the Trump Administration lobbied against a resolution to promote and support breastfeeding, the National WIC Association (NWA), along with some 25 partner organizations,
signed a letter led by 1,000 Days. The letter calls on the six largest formula manufacturers
to comply with the International Code of Marketing of Breastmilk Substitutes and subsequent resolutions to stop lobbying against measures that protect breastfeeding. So far
Danone is the only company to respond, in which they contend that they were not engaged in any lobbying around the WHA resolution and that they support the World Health
Organization (WHO) recommendation for exclusive breastfeeding for the first six months
of age and continued breastfeeding up to two years and beyond, with the safe introduction of appropriate complementary foods. NWA however cautions that in its response Danone did not entirely commit to complying with the International Code of Marketing of
Breastmilk Substitutes and subsequent resolutions.
Outreach Efforts targeted to LGBTQ Eligibles:
NWA is looking for information about Local Agency outreach efforts targeted to LGBTQ
families. This may be an untapped pool of applicants because while research shows that
these families experience higher rates of food insecurity, they may not realize they are
eligible for programs like WIC. To share your experiences with targeted outreach to this
community, contact Ali Hard, Senior Associate, Federal Government Affairs, at
ahard@nwica.org.
USDA Seeking Public Input:
U.S. Food and Drug Administration (USDA) has extended its deadline to October 11,
2018 for the public to submit comments on the agency’s nutrition innovation strategy,
which considers such matters as:
The use of a standard icon or symbol for the claim “healthy”
Consideration of a more efficient review strategy for evaluating qualified health claims
Approaches for modernizing standards of identity
Possible changes that could make ingredient information more consumer friendly
For more information and to submit comments go to https://www.fda.gov/Food/
NewsEvents/ConstituentUpdates/ucm617112.htm.
Article submitted by: Helene Rosenhouse-Romeo, RD, CDN, CLC, MPH
Ryan Health
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WIC VENDOR MANAGEMENT

eWIC Level III Certification
eWIC Level III certification is a process to test integrated vendor systems to ensure
that at their eWIC point of sale registers can process eWIC transactions. Certification
requires that the following three steps are satisfied.
Test 1- Balance Inquiry:
A balance inquiry test is performed to verify that the receipt lists the correct food
category names and quantities, and expiration date of current benefits. This is done to
verify the vendors system is communicating with NYS’s eWIC provider.
Test 2- Mid-Transaction Confirmation
A test transaction is processed to the point of payment. This test is run to verify that the
vendor’s system processes sale prices, stores loyalty cards, and other stores discounts
correctly. This also is used to test the store’s mapping of fresh packaged UPC items and
the system’s ability to handle split tender.
Test 3- Purchase Transaction
This test requires the cashier to scan one WIC item. This item will be purchased and
later donated. This test verifies the transaction process from start to finish and provides
a final receipt that includes an ending balance. The transaction is then verified by
confirming that the vendor’s bank account is credited the appropriate amount.
(Special thanks to Tim Goyette, NYSDOH, for providing technical information
regarding eWIC Level III certification.)

Article submitted by: Rudy Sicari, Director
WIC Vendor Management Agency
Public Health Solutions

3

Become a Board Member of the NYS WIC Association!
Please think about joining our team!
We currently have openings available in these Regions
MARO (3) Provider, (1) Advocate, (1) Consumer
CENTRAL (2) Provider, (1) Advocate, (1) Consumer
WESTERN (2) Provider, (1) Advocate, (1) Consumer

CAPITAL (2) Provider, (1) Consumer
DOWNSTATE VMA (1)
STATEWIDE ADVOCATE (1)

Go to our website to download position descriptions, nomination form and application!

www.nyswica.org

Nomination forms are due to Cindy Walsh no later than
October 5, 2018
(her contact information is on the form).
Member agencies are eligible to nominate for the open positions.
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Nutrition Corner:
Color Activity

Nutrition Groups do not always have to incorporate counseling and food demos? Sometimes it can be
about sitting with kids, having them color and paste while discussing with parents about food portions using MyPlate. For Nutrition month, Elmhurst WIC Dietitian, Purvika Khurana, MS, RD
created an activity for children to color while learning about different food groups and portions.

Helping families visualize a healthy plate and having kids enjoy coloring, makes it fun and easy to
teach some tips about healthy eating!

WIC is for DADS too…
At WIC, we focus so much on children and
moms that at times we forget to pay attention
to dads who are nothing less than superheroes
for our WIC family mom's and kids.
This Father's Day, we decided to thank our
WIC dads and have a celebration! One of our
dietitians, Purvika Khurana, MS,
RD had families come in for a card making
session along with a food tasting. Food tasting
was done to teach parents to incorporate WIC
foods for different celebrations and to be able
to make healthy snacks for events at home.
NYC H+H Elmhurst WIC Program

We also had ties for dads to pick from, as a
thank you from WIC staff.
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WIC Voices
At NYC H+H Elmhurst WIC program, our Peer Counselor Laura Iglesias and Breastfeeding Coordinator
Gloria Gallego worked with the community in soliciting their concerns, wishes, and goals for healthy pregnancy outcomes and breastfeeding goals. Here are three stories reflecting representatives of different parts
of the world:

Beatriz from South America
“When I found out I was pregnant, I was scared because it was not planned.
I never thought I would have a baby since my family is far. My experience at WIC is very good,
I loved it! Everybody is supporting of my concerns and my goals. I feel supported all the time.”
“WIC provided me breastfeeding support. It was a great help because I was worried
about not being able to produce milk and feed my baby. Now that I see my baby growing
and gaining weight, I know he is getting my milk. It is a wonderful experience
that every mom should have!”

Anjly from India
“WIC has provided me with the education and resources I need to successfully
breastfeed my baby. I feel joyful and close to my baby.”
Anjly’s baby is 1 year and 4 months.

Charina from the Phillipines
“My baby is 3 months. I remember the first time breastfeeding I had a lot of problems.
I found out my WIC program had a support group. I was happy I participated, they were
and are very helpful. They taught me correct latch on and positioning. I
hope others will seek help because they helped me so much.”

Articles submitted by: NYC H+H Elmhurst WIC Program

A MESSAGE FROM THE NYS WIC ASSOCIATION CHAIR
I hope everyone had a wonderful summer! As September comes to a close, this is the final push to give
out farmers’ market vouchers to our participants. Please remind participants that they can use the
vouchers until November 30th and educate them on the fall fruits and vegetables available and FM
locations!
As you may have heard, National WIC Association (NWA) is collecting information on how the
Department of Homeland Security’s proposal to expand the public charge test is impacting our WIC
clinics. NWA’s most recent update indicated that the WIC program is not included in public charge but
SNAP, Medicaid and housing subsides are included. It is still necessary for the WIC community to make
the argument that WIC should not be included in this rule and it should be noted that it will have a
negative impact on the health and food security of our WIC families. For more information on this topic
please visit NWA’s webpage (www.nwica.org) and take the time to fill out their survey, if applicable.
Lastly, I would like to mention that the WIC Association of NYS has board positions open in each region.
Please refer to page 4 for more information on how to nominate or be nominated for a position. If you
have questions please feel free to contact me. In addition, I would also like to point out the save the date
for the WIC Association’s 2019 conference (see above)! If you have suggestions for conference speakers
and/or sponsors please contact Tammy Lana at tlana@nyswica.org.
Good luck to local agencies rolling out with NYWIC/eWIC this fall!
Best,
Lauren
(p) 631-444-2329
Lauren.brand@stonybrookmedicine.edu

