The beginning of the gospel of John 


declares world changing realities line after line.  

We have worked through these claims throughout the season of Advent.  

Tonight, 


we reach the culmination of claims made by John. 

John 1:18 proclaims, 


“No one has ever seen God, 



but God the One and Only,  




who is at the Father’s side, 



has made him known.”  

This verse acknowledges many realities about God.  


God is pure Spirit, 



so he can not be seen.  


Since God is Holy, 



those who are not, 



can not dwell in God's presence.  


Those have been realities since humanity was exiled from Eden.  

But the text proclaims something else has also happened.  

While none of us have ever seen God the Father, 


God the Son has made him known.  

This son, 


who dwelled 


and still dwells at the Fathers side, 



made him known to us 




by coming to earth in the flesh.  



In the one we know as Jesus of Nazareth.  



And after his death and resurrection 




as Jesus Christ.  

God the Father is still pure Spirit.  


But Jesus his Son, 



took on flesh 



and dwelt among us.  

In the actions of Jesus, 


we see who the Father is.  

What do the actions of Jesus 


tell us about the Father, 



especially on this night?  

Jesus comes to us as a gift from the Father.  

God the Father, 


like any Father who knows his children well, 



knows exactly what they need 



and fills that need at any cost.  

Jesus is the Father's gift to us.  


The Father knew we needed a Savior.  


The Father knew we needed a King to lead us.  


The Father knew we needed a prophet to remind us of how we are to live.  

So he sent his one and only Son, 


who is a prophet to the people, 


a king to lead them, 


and a savior who would offer himself in their place.  

Jesus is what we all need 


and he is freely given by the Father to us.  

Everything else under the tree is an extra blessing from the Father, 


because he gave us His Son who hung on a tree.

The more we interact with this gift of the Father, 


the more we understand and know 



who the Father is.  

Our gifts show what we think is important.  

What was so important, 


that the Father gave us the gift of Jesus?  

Jesus came to serve the people.  


But he came to give them what they needed to truly live, 


not just what they wanted.  

I am not talking about just food, water, clothes and shelter.  


That is what we need to survive.  

To truly live, 


to flourish in this world God has created, 



we need more than these basics, 


yet it is nothing that we could have bought in the various stores tonight.  

We need forgiveness, 

we need acceptance, 

we need healing, 

we need community, 


and we need love.  

Jesus' life on this earth, 


showed time and again, 



that God the Father offered those things to us.

Even before the cross, 


Jesus told people who asked him 



that they were forgiven.  

Jesus' ministry, 


starting with Shepherds at his birth 


to Judas at his death, 



welcomed people who we would not 




into his life.  

Healing is part of God's restoration process.  


Jesus brought wholeness throughout his ministry, 



removing diseases, 



reputations, 



self-doubt, 



demons, 



and incorrect perceptions about the Father himself.  

Community was created 


as Jesus entered this earth 


and as he left it.  



Look at the scene in the manger, 




heavenly beings, 




a betrothed couple, 




animals, 




shepherds, 




and eventually Magi from the far East.  


Jesus brings us together.  



That is where all of the aspects of family togetherness are rooted, 




because Jesus demonstrates what the Father desires for us.  

And most of all, 


Jesus demonstrates the Father's love.  

We know the cross aspect, 


but there is the reality of Jesus' actions in being born.  

God's very self, 


humbled himself, 



left the right hand side of the Father, 



took on Flesh, 



and dwelt among us, 




so that we might know God the Father.  

This is a loving act, 


that trumps any other act.  

We travel long and far this time of year, 


to be with our Family.  

When people do that, 


we are deeply moved.  

On this night, 


God moved dimensions, 


took on the restrictions of human flesh, 


and dwelt among us.

He did this, 


because we could not see and know the Father well.  

Is that not the desire of parents, 


that their children know them well?  



That they spend time together, 




not just during the holidays, 




but each and every day, 



so that the child that you helped create 




might know, 




love, 




and trust you more.  

It is not an accident that Jesus refers to God 


as his Father time and again.  

Their relationship is based in love, t


he love we best identify as a parent for their child.

So I encourage you to receive the gift you have been given, 


Jesus in the flesh, 



who came to make his Father known.  

The Father that Jesus made known, 


accepts you, 


forgives you, 


blesses you with life, 

and above all, 


the Father loves you.  

I know of no more beautiful, 


strong, 


or life changing love, 



than the love of a parent for their child.  

That gift is yours in the gift of Jesus this night.  


May you see the Father's love in that innocent baby, 



lying in a manger, 


sent to make sure there is no doubt of the Father's love for you.
