The Governing Body of the City of Liebenthal met in regular session on Monday February 13, 2023, at the City Building at 6:00 p.m.  Presiding was Mayor Darrell Warner, council members present were Barbara Matal, Kathy Herrman, Stephanie Schmidt-Koerner, Maintenance Operator Jason Jordan, Water and Wastewater Operator Shelby Waterhouse, and City Clerk Beverly Stark.  No citizens were present.
Minutes from the previous meeting were read.  B. Matal made a motion to approve the minutes as read, K. Herrman seconded, vote unanimous, motion passed.
Citizen’s Comments:  A thank you card was received from the secretary of St. Joseph’s Church. A letter was received from a concerned resident complaining about dogs barking, etc. The city urges all residents to be mindful of their neighbors. Please do not allow your pets to become a nuisance, and keep all barking, etc. to a minimum. Another letter was received complaining about council procedure for resignation of the mayoral position and resulting ascendancy of Council President. This will be addressed in New Business. Another resident complained to the Clerk about the stop sign located at the intersection of Birch Street and east 4th Street.
Old Business:  The city’s snowplow is damaged beyond repair.  D. Warner was unable to find a replacement for this. The mayor suggested investigating a “comfort cab” and also a better snowplow attachment for the tractor.  D. Warner will investigate this further.  
Clerk’s Announcements:  B. Stark will investigate replacing the stop sign at Birch Street and 4th street.  The ARPA (COVID relief grant) paperwork has been completed.  The insurance claim for damages to Pascal Herman’s basement have been submitted to the insurance company. 
New Business:  The alarm system failure for the sewer system was discussed.  S. Waterhouse relayed the electrician’s suggestion that a power surge could have caused damage to the system. D. Warner had contacted Omni-Site (the company the council had contracted for the alarm system) and there was no initialization for the alarm system.  S. Waterhouse will get in touch with Jaguar Electric to investigate this further. The Water and Wastewater Operator position is open for all interested parties. A complaint was made to the city council about how the council handled the resignation of the former mayor. B. Stark discussed this with the League of KS Municipalities, and the County Attorney Tony Rues.  The League reported that the council could ratify the council’s actions by the mayor re-appointing the newly resigned W. Stark to the council, and the council could vote for a new president of the council.  It was noted by the League that it is best for a mayor to remain in the position of mayor until the next election, but if they are not willing to stay, then  the council should do what is necessary to keep the council working.  It was noted that W. Stark was voted into his position as councilmember at the last election. Mayor Warner appointed W. Stark to the council, S. Schmidt-Koerner made a motion to elect W. Stark as president of the council, K. Herrman seconded the motion, by unanimous vote the motion passed.  A suggested sales tax was discussed.  B. Matal noted that there is a scheduled “city” election in August in which the city can put the sales tax to a vote.  B. Matal will investigate this further.
City Utilities and Maintenance Updates:  J. Jordan will cover for S. Waterhouse while he is on vacation.  S. Waterhouse reported that the water tower is due for an inspection.  D Warner volunteered to contact a company to schedule this for Spring 2023.  K. Herrman moved to have the water tower inspected, B. Matal seconded, vote unanimous, motion passed. S. Waterhouse also reported that a part needs to be replaced on the sewer lift station. He also will contact Omni-Site to make certain the alarm system is fully functional.  
Calendar/City Events:  No events pending.
The list of bills was presented for approval.  S. Schmidt-Koerner made a motion to approve the payment of bills, B. Matal seconded, the vote was unanimous, motion passed.
The next regular meeting is scheduled for March 13, 2023, at 6:00 p.m.
There being no further business to discuss, B. Matal moved to adjourn the meeting, K. Herrman seconded, the vote was unanimous, motion passed.  The meeting adjourned at 7:38 p.m.

							________________________________________
							Mayor

							________________________________________
							City Clerk




 

