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Derele Sanderson

And First Prize:
FiveYears In Philadelphia

BY JEFF GREENFIELD

It was not quite 3 PM on a rainy,
foggy September day in the back
of a Boston bar called Daisy Bu-
chanan’s. The establishment’s co-
owner and the town’s newest mil-
lionaire sipped his first sustenance
of the day, an Oddball ( a mixture
of Pernod and orange juice), as he
sat stretched out full length, back
against the wall, feet balanced on a
chair. If the 26-year-old with mod-
length hair, moustache, knit shirt,
jeans and sockless, laceless sneak-
ers did not exactly look like a blue
chip investment, his cas-
ualness and his grin sug-
gested a young man who
has the world more or
less where he wants it
for the moment.

“Ah yes,” Derek San-
derson rasped, his voice
taking on a credible
version of W.C. Field’s
nasal, sucker-baiting
whine. “Ah, yes. On the
whole, I'd rather be in
Philadelphia.”

It is said that the Liberty Bell
cracked when Derek signed a
$2.65 million WHA contract.

By force of happy circumstance,
economics, self-promotion and skill,
Sanderson had transformed the
apocryphal epitaph for Fields into
an understated summation of sheer
triumph. For on August 4, the
third-line center for the Stanley
Cup champion Boston Bruins had
jumped to the Philadelphia Blaz-
ers of the new World Hockey Asso-
ciation for about $2.65 million for
about five years—making him the
highest paid athlete in the history
of the whole world.

There are a great many clouds
hanging over the Sanderson gold
strike, as the National Hockey
League and the World Hockey As-
sociation now square off in enough
court fights to wipe out unemploy-
ment for several years’ worth of
law school classes. The Bruins are
suing to stop Sanderson (and goalie
Gerry Cheevers) from playing for
the Blazers, or for anybody else ex-
cept the Bruins. The Chicago Black
Hawks want Bobby Hull’s $2.5 mil-
lion agreement with the Winnipeg
Jets scratched. The NHL
wants an injunction bar-
ring any of its players
from signing with any
WHA team for three
years—by which time
the owners devoutly pray
the new league will turn
into a frog, or perhaps a
soccer association. The
WHA, in turn, is suing
the NHL for a sum ap-
proximating the Gross
National Product of 13
East African nations,
charging violation of
(Continued on page 124)
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one of those dudes,” said Duane

E‘I know I can knock over every
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Bobick. The strapping 22-year-
old heavyweight stood on the ter-
race outside the tenth floor quarters
of the United States boxing team and
stared down at Munich’s Olympic
Village. “There’s no way I can
lose,” he said.

Wind tousled his wavy auburn
hair and dimples grew with the
smile on Bobick’s handsome, un-
marked face. “I'm gonna win the
gold medal, then disappear for a
little vacation,” he said. “When 1
get back, I'll be ready to talk busi-
ness.”

The heavyweight boxing compe-
tition was still a week away, but
every top manager in the fight game
was ready to talk business with
Duane David Bobick—immediately.
In fact, the 6-3, 208-pound, U.S.
Navy quartermaster may have been
the most sought after amateur
fighter in history.

He was certainly the most pub-
licized prospect of all time. Bobick
had already been on the cover of
True, on a full color page in Life,
twice featured in Sports Illus-
trated, and, the ultimate tribute,
proclaimed an overwhelming favo-
rite at Munich by SPORT.

Bobick had captured the gold
medal at the 1971 Pan-American
Games and had scored 60 consecu-
tive victories in winning the All-
Navy, National AAU, Interservice
and National Golden Gloves cham-

pionships. His overall record was
92-9, and his victims included ev-
ery good amateur heavyweight in
the world.

“Bobick will do as great as Mu-
hammad Ali in bringing in money
for promoters,” predicted 1968
Olympic coach Pappy Gault. “He’s
got a good jab, a good right, a
good heart and a wonderful person-
ality.” And what’s more, Duane
Bobick is white. “That kid is the
answer to a promoter’s dream,”
said Ali’s trainer, Angelo Dundee.
Muhammad himself watched the
trail of crumpled bodies Bobick left
at the Olympic trials, then pro-
claimed, “There’s the latest Great
White Hope.”

Olympic gold had propelled
Floyd Patterson, Joe Frazier and
Ali toward the world title and had
made 1968 champ, George Fore-
man, an instant contender. No
American heavyweight had lost an
Olympic bout since 1960, and
would-be managers had hounded
Bobick so aggressively that his
coach at the Norfolk (Virginia)
Naval Station needed help from the
Bureau of Naval Personnel in
Washington to ward them off.

At Munich, before the compe-
tition, the only questions were
which manager or corporation
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Many a dream for a Great White i
came crashing down when Cuba’s Teoy
Stevenson knocked out Duane Bobic.

would get Bobick’s signature and
how fast the young man from Bow-
lis, Minnesota, would turn his
enormous potential into a million
dollars. That he would win the
Olympic Gold medal was taken for
granted by everyone—including
Bobick.

“I respect the guys I'm fighting,
but I know I'm better then they
are,” said Bobick, so straight-for-
ward and unpretentious that his
bubbling self-confidence was re-
freshing, not offensive. “I even
think they know I'm gonna win.”

Then Bobick’s smile faded. His
long denim-clad legs dangling over
the terrace ledge, he thought for
a moment in silence. “I kid around
a lot,” Duane said finally, his tone
now serious. “But I realize how for-
tunate I am. My whole life is like
a fairy tale.”

The fairy tale ended nine days
later, with Bobick on his knees, his
face pressed against the canvas,
blood trickling from his nose, and
his head so battered he would have
no recollection of being knocked
out by a rangy Cuban named Teo-
filo Stevenson.

In a sense, the downfall of
Duane Bobick symbolized what
happened to the United States
Olympic team in Munich. Only the
performances of Mark Spitz—who
was ending (Continued on page 96)
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sents more than 200 athletes in con-
tract negotiations.

“With Derek,” Woolf says in his
plush office on the 45th floor of Bos-
ton’s Prudential building, “you’re talk-
ing about a man who has the potential
for being one of the finest hockey
players of all time. At Boston, Derek
was playing on a third line, behind
an Esposito and an Orr, and he could
never really be the center of attrac-
tion. Not that he necessarily wants
that attention on the ice, but I like
to feel he’s entitled to it.

“You want to know how good I
think he is? If you ran a decathlon
in hockey, and you took ten different
things that hockey players are sup-
posed to do—faceofTs, forechecking,
penalty-killing, shooting and so on—
Derek would win or be right up there.
He does more things well than any-
body except maybe Bobby Orr, and
I’m not too sure about that.”

What makes Derek Sanderson a
unique athlete is that, unlike other
“charismatic” sports heroes, his skills
are more subtle than obvious. For
any football fan, it is impossible not
to notice a Joe Namath because he is
the focus of the game, just as you
can’t forget to watch a Wilt Cham-
berlain stuffing a basket, or a Dick
Allen hitting a home run, or a Phil
Esposito scoring 60 or 70 goals in a
season.

But what Sanderson does on the ice
is to excel at the undramatic talents
that win hockey games. He is regard-
ed as perhaps the best faceoff man in
hockey. He is a deft, ruthless penalty-
killer, forechecking to break up pow-
er-play rushes, and at times starting
a judicious brawl or two to break an
opposing team’s momentum.

Sports columnist Larry Merchant
doubts Derek’s claim to superstardom
but says, “One of the things that’s
fascinated me is his ability to make
short-handed goals. There’s a native
shrewdness about him. He’s swoop-
ing around with his eyes wide open,
waiting for someone to make a mis-
take.”

Whether Sanderson as a hockey
player is good, very good or great,
no one really disputes the fact that
it is Derek’s image that made him
worth more than $2%2 million to a
team that had never played a game in
a league that had never played a game
in a city whose sports fans love not
wisely and often not at all.

“Personality is the No. 1 reason for
that deal,” Sanderson says. “Although

actually, the paramount’ reason was
Pie McKenzie [Boston’s 35-year-old
forward who is the new player-coach
of the Blazers]. Pie said, ‘Hey, Tur-
key, get your ass over here, I'm not
going all by myself” He said, ‘You
get to be captain and pick your own
left wing. But you don’t get your
own right winger, ’cause that’s me.’”

“Derek has a charisma that is sim-
ply unbelievable,” attorney Woolf
notes, telling with relish (and a grain
of salt?) about his first meeting with
Sanderson.

“After his first season with Bos-
ton,” Woolf says, “Derek came into
my office, and I'd barely heard of
him, and he said, ‘Bob, my name is
Derek Sanderson, I'm gonna be a su-
perstar and I'm gonna make a million
dollars, so I figure I'll need an attor-
ney.” Ken Harrelson happened to be in
my office, so I buzzed him and said,
‘Hawk, I think your hockey counter-
part just walked in’ They became
good friends.”

For hockey, the Sanderson deal
helped to begin a new bidding war,
in which athletes making $15,000 a
year were asking—and getting—con-
tracts for ten times that much. For
Sanderson, the new prominence was
a logical progression: From the three-
year-old in Niagara Falls, Ontario,
skating on a backyard rink built by his
father, to five years in the brutal ju-
nior hockey world (“I got paid six
bucks a week for five years—count
that up with the 2% million,” Sander-
son says), to the good life in Boston
and now to new vistas in Philadelphia.

“Philly is a town that has always
had losers,” Sanderson says. “But it’s
a great sports town. It really wants a
winner. Theyre sick of losing year
after year. They know the Flyers will
never make the playoffs. When was
the last time a Philly team won any-
thing? [Answer: The NBA 76ers with
Wilt Chamberlain in 1967.] Every-
body’s always knocked the Philadel-
phia sports fan, but look at the way

PHOTO CREDITS

John Biever—59. Martin Blumenthal—54,
57, 67 (3), 68 (top), 78 (left), 79 (2), 82.
Bruce Curtis—68 (center and bottom). Al
Freni—67 (lower left). Fred Kaplan—20.
Ron Koch—46. Jill Krementz—6. Dave
Maenza—70. Peter Miller—63. Darryl Nor-
enberg—74 (2), 75 (2). Manny Rubio—=84.
Carl Skalak, Jr.—73. Tony Tomsic—78
(right). UPI—12, 14, 26, 49, 80, 81.

they respond to Steve Carlton. It’s in-
credible. They pack the park when
he’s pitching. I tell you, if we do well,
we’ll take the town—or the town will
take us.”

How good is the WHA going to
be, and the Blazers in particular?

“Well, it’s a challenge,” Derek says,
and then grimaces at the cliché. “I
figure by Christmas we’ll be able to
beat the NHL expansion teams. I
don’t mean Minnesota, ’cause that’s
not an expansion team anymore.
But the others, plus Detroit, we can
beat. But not Chicago, or Montreal,
or New York.”

There remains the question of
whether a longhaired hockey player
with a penchant for the good life can
find happiness in a city whose reputa-
tion suggests that a big evening is to
wander down to a hardware store
and watch them turn the dials on a
Trash-Masher.

“Yeah, I know,” says Sanderson.
“Lots of people told me it was a bum-
rap town. I knew a guy working there
for a thousand bucks a week who
quit to take a 300 dollar job here in
Boston. But it doesn’t bother me.”

In fact, the sheer vacuum for color-
ful sports heroes in Philadelphia was
a plus—not a minus—in Bob Woolf’s
opinion.

“Philadelphia, in my thinking, is
starving for a hero,” he says. “If you
come down there and give them a
legitimate hero, the opportunities
available for that fellow will be phe-
nomenal. And Derek is just the kind
of person who would shake up a
whole city like Philadelphia.”

Woolf pulls out a rolling file and
opens it.

“Look at that stuff,” he says, al-
most in amazement. The file is filled
with Derek Sanderson deals: Bars, TV
commercials, TV shows, personal ap-
pearances, investments, Derek Sander-
son athletic equipment including shoe-
laces and jocks.

“If things go well in Philadelphia,”
says Woolf, “the world is his apple.”
There are already plans for bars, a
TV talk show similar to the one he
had in Boston, and personal ap-
pearances to drum up interest both in
the WHA and in Derek.

As for Sanderson, the new wealth
and status seem to be making little
difference.

“Do I dress like a millionaire?” he
asks, pointing to his shirt, jeans and
sneakers. “Of course,” he adds with
an irrepressible grin, “I just got a
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MARKET PLACE
For ad-rates write Classified.100 E. Ohio, Chicago

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

* Home Import Mail Order Business. Start without
capital. Free Report. Mellinger, Dept. F176C, Wood-
land Hills, California 91364.
MAILORDER MONEYMAKING KIT. Free Details, Pictures.
Meadows, Box 327-CIC, Boston, Massachusetts 02199.
i Made $40,000.00 Year by Mailorder! Helped others
make_money! Start with $10.00—Free Proof. Torrey, Box
318-MT, Ypsilanti, Michigan 48197.
$1,500 MONTHLY POSSIBLE! New mailorder business!
Hamilton, Box 349-Q2, Flushing, New York 11355.
$10 BILL STARTS YOUR BUSINESS where others do
selling. Free details. Morgan, Dept. F176C, 6100 Variel,
Woodland Hills, California 91364.
MAKE FANTASTIC PROFIT! It's simple! Deal direct with
Asian manufacturers seeking overseas contacts. Many
Franchise Dealerships available. Send $2.00 (Refundable)
for manufacturers listing. Bomar Associates, CPO Box
349, Naha, Okinawa.
MONEY MAKING OPPORTUNITIES.

MAKE $1.00 PER SALE selling engraved metal Social
Security plates. Free Sales Kit. Engravaplates, Box 10460-
58, Jacksonville, Florida 32207. e o
HOMEWORKERS! $100.00 WEEKLY ADDRESSING for
firms. Begin immediately. Details—send stamped,"ad-
dressed_envelope, Hamilton, 272-TH12, Brooklyn 11235.
* ‘ADDRESSERS AND MAILERS NEEDED. Details 10¢.

Lindbloom Brothers, 3636 Peterson, Chicago, Ill. 60659.
$125.00 WEEKLY . . . Home Addressing! Smith, Box
2469-MN, Newark, New Jersey 07114.

SALESMEN WANTED

EARN BIG COMMISSIONS soliciting delinquent accounts.
No collecting or investment. Metropolitan Finance, 1129
West 4lst, Kansas City, Missouri.

EDUCATION—HOME STUDY

‘I can't aescribe how much

—Wily Frank. RR." 3, I NEED250
Vernon,
“Your course is fantastic. My
arms are thickening and get- ) | gae*
Fro™ g
T ’
2Y5"
"

ting v)!.wd!l after every ses-
sion.” Robert Tremblay,
Wawa, Ontario

Yes, | need 250 skinny guys
to test my fantastic Body-
building secret TENSILE CON-
TRACTION — by mail. | don't
care if you are young or not so
young, underweight, weak or flab-
by, TENSILE CONTRACTION will
transform you in just 35 days — No
‘ifs’ or ‘buts’ . .. Help me prove to the
World that my safe, medically approved
method is positively the FASTEST known
method of Muscle building known to man!

3 '_Send 25¢ coin for my special

e . one time offer.

THE BODYBUILDING CENTER, Dept. 10824
P.0. Bo:

FAANK RICHARD

x 550, Mississauga, Ont., Canada

crazy about
hockey?
then read hockey digest

Each issue 100 pages . .. player profiles,
action photos, rosters, schedules, quiz,
crossword puzzle, etc. Send $1.50 for
next 4 issues. (60¢ each on newsstands).

* LEARN CARTOONING AT HOME. Veterans. Write:
Cartooning, Box 7069TG, Colorado Springs, Colo. 80933.

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA for adults. Earn State Diploma.
Accepted by Civil Service, business, colleges. Low cost.
No tedious study. Money-back guarantee. Details: H-S
Program, Suite 2532, 1221 Avenue of Americas, New York,
New York 10020. s L e R R St L
DETECTIVE COURSE. Free Information. Universal Detec-
tives, Box 8180-C, Universal City, California.
DO-IT-YOURSELF
* DO IT YOURSELF—Make an efficient underground
R metal detector for only 25 cents, in minutes. Complete
instructions for $1.00. Griff's Electric, Reynoldsville, West
Virginia 26422.
HELP WANTED—EMPLOYMENT INFORMATION

e e e e
* VIETNAM COMBAT VETS. Action, Fortune, Overseas

Employment, well trained ex-military. Forward $3
(Guaranteed). Challenge, Inc., Box 2219A, Lafayette,
Indiana 47906. IR S e e
AUSTRALIA!! Government Paid Transportation! Free In-
formation. Send age, occupation. Write: Associated, Box
17-W133, Lafayette, California 94549.
OVERSEAS EMPLOYMENT . . . Australia, Europe, Asia,
South America! All Occupations! $700-$4,000 monthly!
Write: Employment International, Box 29217-RZ, Indian-
apolis, Ingiana 46229 - . . . o
WORLD-WIDE . .. U.S.A. Jobs Now!! §700.00 to $3,500.00
monthly. Transportation Allowance, Overtime. Free Infor-
mation. Send age, occupation. Write: Global Employment,
Box 706-A133, Orinda, California 94563.
OVERSEAS JOBS—Europe, South America, Australia, Far
East, etc. 2000 openings all trades. Construction, Office,
Engineering, Sales, etc. $700 to $3,000 month. Expenses
paid. Free Information. Write Overseas Jobs, Interna-
tional Airport, Box 536-C, Miami, Florida 33148.

LOANS BY MAIL

LOANS UP TO $2,000.00. No interviews or endorsers. The
person who cashes your check won't know it's a loan.
Trans-Con Finance Company, Box 2393-QM12, Fort Worth,
Texas 76101.

OF INTEREST TO WOMEN

§$500 MONTHLY possible addressing, stuffing envelopes
(longhand-typing) at home. $500 monthly Clipping news
items from your newspaper. Information: Send stamped
self-addressed envelope. American, Excelsior Springs,
Missouri 64024. g

OF INTEREST TO MEN

VACUUM IMPROVES measurements immediately. lllus-
trated, $1.00 (Refundable). Aspira, 210 Fifth, N.Y.C. 10010.

SLEEP LEARNING—HYPNOTISM

————————— e ——————————
SLEEP-LEARNING—HYPNOTISM! Strange catalog free!
Autosuggestion, Box 24-MX, Olympia, Washington. _
HYPNOTISM REVEALED! Free Illustrated Details: Powers,
12015 Sherman Road, North Hollywood, California 91605.
PERSONAL—MISCELLANEOUS

——— e e
RECEIVE INAUTHENTIC, NON-ACADEMIC DEGREES im-
mediately; University of Eastern Florida, Inc., Box 23041,
Tampa, Florida. _ ___________________
AMAZING SECRET TWO-WAY MIRROR lets you see thru
walls!! View unsuspecting subjects in total secrecy! Only
$2.00—guaranteed! Order today!! Quality Merchandise,
1300 West Long 17th, Dept. 22, North Little Rock, Ark. 72114,
DON'T DIE Without a Will! Blank Will Form protects your
Family. Only $2—guaranteed! Order today!! Patrex Ent.,
Box 154, Muldrow, Oklahoma 74948.
ADVERTISERS—AGENCIES

P o Ao bbb b Lo
* T'SECRETS OF SUCCESSFUL CLASSIFIED ADVERTIS-

ING”’ tells short-cuts to bigger mail response and
profits, includes copy-hints plus where to place your ads
and why—and much more. $2.00 postpaid. Refundable.
Free Details about millions-of-prospects for your *‘offer.””
Write S. Omessi, Dept. SO-M12, Classified, Inc., 100 East
Ohio Street, Chicago lllinois 60611.

TRIM THAT
WAISTLINE ! I !

This ruggedly constructed belt
covers the entire waist area.
Helps you attain a trimmer waist-
line. Instructions and exercise
program included. Send $3.98 and
present waist size to:

STA TRIM INC., Suite 1204-S44
28 E. Jackson Blvd., Chicago 60604

Rolls-Royce Silver Cloud, $26,000,
little bar in the back. I had it shipped
from London. I got an air-conditioned
Datsun I drive, and that’s fine, but
now when I go on a date, I'll have
the chauffeur and the Rolls.” He
nods with satisfaction. “I can also be
driven around between cities, so I
don’t have to fly.” After a particular-
ly bad flight a few years back, Derek
became paranoid about airplanes.
And though he actually dislikes liquor,
Derek often gets polluted before a
flight, so that he can be poured on
the plane, uncomprehending and
damn near unconscious.

For a self-made millionaire and
celebrity at 26, the future is wide-
open. Some of his confidants see
Derek as a show-biz natural, a rock or
movie star (though his first cameo in
films was yanked by attorney Woolf
when it turned out to be part of an
X-rated movie). Sanderson himself is
leaning toward politics, going so far
as to make a short speech to a crowd
at one of his Boston bars, saying,
“We gotta break up AT&T. Break up
ITT. Break up Standard Oil. Spread
some of that power around.”

Was this part of an act, part of
what several people have called
“Derek’s urge to put the whole world
on”?

“No, I'm very into politics,” he
claims. “I'm gonna be taking a course
at Wharton School in political science
in the fall. I've always been interest-
ed in Canadian politics; in fact, I in-
tend to go into politics in Canada. But
I'm a guy without an education, and
street smarts aren’t enough. You’ve
got to learn the ropes. I figure I've
got five or six more years of hockey.
Then TI'll be a little over 30.”

What
Populist?

“T think a liberal part of Conserva-
tive politics. I don’t go along with
the NDP [Canada’s left-labor party]
‘cause that’s too much power in the
labor unions. They’re great in their
place, but too much power and they
can cripple and inflate the economy.
Those Teamsters, they could wipe out
a place like New York City.

“I myself am a great backer of
people like Curley in Boston and
Daley in Chicago. They’re intelligent.
They did the job. They’ve always done
a lot for the little guy.”

How about Frank Rizzo, the Mayor
of Derek’s new home town, the
tough law-and-order ex-police com-
missioner?

Derek lit up.

“Fearless Frank? Listen, Rizzo and
Daley are my two favorites. Every-
one says, ‘Oh, how can you back those
two bastards? Frank Rizzo is a tough
Italian cop who knows politics. Talk
back to a cop in Philly, and you knock
fearless Frank, and he’ll punch you in
the mouth. In the long run, they give
you the best they can. Not every-
thing, ’cause they don’t want people
going soft. You can’t take this power
to the people too far.”

It is intriguing, the prospect of a
Derek Sanderson in Canadian politics.
Like Frank Rizzo, Sanderson is a man
who does not coat what he says in the
shellac of political polish. He has the
potential to grip people and get them
to listen to him.

Besides, Derek Sanderson has two
other things going for him. The first
is his reputation: It is not very likely
that a member of Canada’s Parlia-
ment would care to argue too stren-
uously with a man who might vault
a railing to use quicker methods of
persuasion. The second is his name: It
derives from an Old German word
meaning “ruler of the people.”

However serious Derek is about
politics, those possibilities will have to
wait.

As things stand now, Sanderson’s
five years in Philadelphia are not the
second prize of the old joke, but first
prize in a multi-million dollar game
that Sanderson has played with con-
summate skill. Whether he is worth
$2.65 million as a hockey player or
not, Derek has earned it as a per-
sonality, one who might quote the
words of a great New York politician
named Tom Plunkett: “I seen my op-
portunities and I took ’em.” |

kind of politics? Left?



