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(You can hear the hymn chanted in Greek at http://wwapagc.net/en/sounds_htm/
eothina.htm)
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Madgalene, at the tomb,
thought Him to be the gar- &
dener. Peter and the disci-}s
ples did not recognize Him %% )
when He stood at the shore [.=~ —=— -
while they were fishing. [ = f aas
Now Luke and Cleopas,
two of the seventy apos-
tles, did not recognize Je-
sus as He journeyed and
spoke to with them. It
seems that the Resurrected Christ, even though He was present in His
resurrected Body still bearing the marks of His crucifixion, had the ability
to conceal Himself from recognition.

However, He also had the ability to reveal Himself in the manner He
wished to do so. To Mary, He revealed Himself when He called her by
her name. To the disciples who were fishing, He miraculously filled their
nets with fish, reminding them of the first time He called them to His ser-
vice, and that is how they recognized Him. To Luke and Cleopas, He re-
vealed Himself to them in the act of breaking bread.

This final act of concealment and recognition is the focus our fifth eothi-
non hymn. As the Resurrected Jesus joined Luke and Cleopas on the
road to Emmaus, a town not too far from Jerusalem, they thought Him to
be a stranger. This stranger seemed ignorant of the events that had tran-
spired concerning Jesus, and so they told Him. Jesus responded with a
whole discourse about the prophecies and psalms that spoke of the Mes-
siah and how He was meant to be crucified and resurrected for the salva-
tion of mankind.

(WEEOZUwDPOET DOl whT EOUWEOWDOEUI EPEOI u

have been. To all that have ever attended a bible study discussion, a lec-
ture, or heard a sermon, none could possibly come close to the eloquence
and true knowledge that was given by Jesus to Luke and Cleopas as He
opened to them the meaning of all the scriptures. Yet, they still did not
recognize Him. They were, however, thirsty for more. And when Jesus
pretended to move on ahead of them, they pressed upon Him to stay and
continue to speak tp them. His words had created this desire in them to
seek more insight and instruction. Jesus stayed.

Their hearts were burning with the knowledge that He was giving them,
and yet they did not recognize Him. Finally, they sat down at the table,
Jesus took some bread, prayed over it, and broke it, and gave it them.
And then their eyes were opened. At the breaking of the bread, at what

> GEwPT EOWEO! Uwol folTPBBELT MHTYEFYppol, Communion, itwes at that ime

you? To act justly and to love mercy

that Luke and Cleopas recognized the Resurrected Jesus.

ECEwWUOwWPEOOWT UOE O &Hy BB hatd © e idligvihg.0 1A the life of the Church, we may ex-
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perience the presence of Jesus Christ in many different ways. We experi-



ence Him in prayer, in acts of
mercy and compassion toward the
least of the brethren, in bible stud-
les and spiritual gatherings.
Through these actions, the highest
we can achieve is a desire for the
presence of Christ.

Through prayer, study, and good
works, one can only achieve the
desire to see Christ. Once this de-
sire is present it cannot only be
filed through the sacrament of-
Holy Communion. Through this
sacrament of partaking of His body
and blood Jesus chooses to reveal
Himself to a wiling and pure
heart. Unique within Orthodoxy is
this experience of a sacramental
unity with Christ. He becomes
part of us and we become a part of
Him, and thus He is revealed to us.
While prayer, bible study, and acts
of mercy, are indeed necessary to
fuel a desire within us for our
Risen Lord, it is up to Christ, in His
way, in His breaking of His own
Body that He chooses to make
Himself seen and recognizable as
He did for Luke and Cleopas.

The two apostles, Luke and
Cleopas, as soon as their eyes were
opened, they could see Jesus no
more. However, they rose up and
traveled back to Jerusalem, even
though it was the middle of the
night. They found the disciples
and declared to them that they had
seen the Christ risen from the
dead. We too, when Jesus is re-
vealed to us, pray that we will be
inspired to declare the Resurrec-
tion to all the world, so that all
should come to recognize Jesus as
their Lord and Savior. Amen.

Fr. Tilemahos Alikakos

STEWARDSHP

?I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit ?

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM

Dear faithful of Saint Spyridon,

How do we bear fruit for Jesus Christ? We bear fruit when we follow His
example and love, serve and support the Church which is His Body. We
bear fruit through generosity and devotion, especially in the stewardship

of His blessings in our life. Bearing fruit in the world is the visible result

of our abiding in Christ.

Just as the vine bears fruit only through its branches, so Jesus has chosen
to work in the world through us. We are the members of His Body. We
are the branches through which the True Vine must bear fruit. We bear
fruit when we serve and support God and His Church.

This past year we have expanded our ministry programs at Saint Spyri-
EOOzUwbPOwUT T wEUTI EUwWOI w8 OUUT Qw21 6pOU
we expect to grow all our worthy ministries through your continued sup-

port. Giving to His Church is a way to thank God for His grace and gen-
erosity. Before completing the enclosed Commitment Card and Informa-

tion Form, prayerfully consider the commitment you are making. A
check mailed to the church is most meaningful when accompanied by

your presence, by your willingness to serve, and by your prayers.

Finally, | invite you to be with us at Saint Spyridon for our Stewardship
Sunday, on January 2@, 2013, at which time we will offer our Steward-
ship Commitment Cards in support of our parish ministries. In addition,
we will learn more about our parish, our leadership and our service to
the community. Just like the boy who offered his five loaves and two
fish, we offer what we have ¢ however great or small our gift. If we do
this prayerfully and in humility, God will take our gifts and multiply
them in order to feed His people.

| offer you my thanks for your dedication to our parish and your partici-

Yours in Christ, Rev. Fr. Tilemahos Alikakos

STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY
SUNDAY , JANUARY 20TH, 2013

All of us are called to offer our

Stewardship Commitment
on Sunday, January 20th
and show our support
for our church ministries and mission.

St. Spyridon Hellenic Orthodox Churc



Stewardship & Budget 2013

According to our 2013 budget that was passed on November 11th, 2012, we are counting on the follow-
ing income distribution to cover the operational expenses for 2013.

2013 Income Budget

Stewardship $136,275 (39%)
Candles & Trays $107,327 (31%)
Donations & Appeals $22,994 (7%)

Festival & Fundraisers $78,544 (23%)

Donations &
Appeals

Total Income $345,140 7%

2013 Expense Budget Communication

$13,613 /

For Keeping in Touch With You (4%) $13,613
Administration, Telephone, Lease and Office Equipment, Postage al
Mailing Expenses, Parish Publications.

For Maintaining our Buidlings *  (25%) $87.,870

Maintenance, Landscaping, Snow Removal, Utilities, Insurance,
Custodians, and other building needs.

For Our Parish Ministries (57%) $196,686
Parish Ministry salaries for clergy, chanter, office staff, choir director
religious education, athletics and youth ministry expenses.

For Our National Ministries (14%) $47,153
Our parish is assessed an annual contribution to support the ministri
of the Metropolis & Archdiocese.

Total 2013 Expenses 345,322**

*The Budget for Building and Maintenance does not reflect the capital projects, such as the Parking Lot, Roofs, & Heating
Units, which, when averaged out over twenty years cost $25,000 every year.

**The 2012 Budget passed at the Fall General Assembly showed a budget of $409,300. However, $63,978 is covered by the
expected income from Greek School & Sunday School tuition, the Kentro Bookstore, and Youth Activity Fees.

Maintenance,
587,870

STEWARDSHIP 2013 GOAL: 400 STEWARDS

Let us continue to do our best to meet this challenge by inviting more stewards to join our vibrant
EOOOUOPUAWEOEWEa W] DPYDOT wi UOOWOUUwWI 1T EU0wD PwU
May our patron Saint Spyridon intercede for us and grant our community a healthy and blessed 2013.
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PARISH NEWS

V ASILOPITA

CELEBRATIONS

The cutting of our Saint Spyridon
Community Vasilopita will be on
Sunday, January 13th, 2013, after
the Divine Liturgy. We ask that all
parishioners and friends join us
for this very special beginning for
the New Year.

The Sunday School Cutting of the
Vasilopita will be also held on Sun-
day, January 13th during Sunday
School class.

The Greek School Cutting of the
Vasilopita will be held on Monday,
January 7th during Greek School.

M ETROPOLIS

V ASILOPITA

The 53rd Annual Chicago Me-
tropolis Vasilopita will be held on
Sunday, January 13th at St. Nec-
tarios Church, in Palatine, IL, start-
ing at 6:00 p.m.. We ask all our pa-
rishioners, fellow Orthodox and
friends to join in this outstanding
program.

BLESSING OF HOMES

Fr. Tilemahos will be blessing
homes the week after Epiphany.
In preparation for the house bless-
ing you should have an icon and
the kandeli on a table. Please make
sure that all family members are
present. Anyone wishing to have
their home blessed should contact
the Church Office.

ICONOGRAPHY
SCHOOL

After the Christmas break, our ico-
nography school is back in session
on January 9th, and every Wednes-
day, 6 p.m,| 7:30 p.m.. New stu-
dents are always welcome.

n The Voice

2012 STEWARDSHIP UPDATE
The Stewardship Committee would like to thank our 351 Stewards who
have fulfilled their commitment to our Church for 2012.

(November 21$t December 24th)
The Gregory Pappas Family, Mr. & Mrs. Peter Poulos, Mr. & Mrs. Mi-
chael Sacha, Mr. & Mrs. Alexandros Stamatoglou, Mr. Alex Mazarakos,
Ms. Nectaria Meyer, Mr. & Mrs. John Karopulos and Mr. & Mrs. Taso
Malamis.

H ANDMAIDENS

In the month of December our girls, continuing to serve our community,
did a beautiful job decorating the icon of our patron Saint Spyridon.
They also made snowflakes for our Christmas Decorations. Many thanks
to Vicki Drikos and her crew.

ALTAR BoYsS

During the feast of Saint Spyridon, our altar boys made us proud once
again with their dedicated service during the Great Vespers and Hierar-
chical Divine Liturgy. Their impeccable service during the feast day and
throughout the year continues to make our community proud of our altar
boys. On Tuesday, December 27th, a few of the altar boys gathered to
celebrate the feast of their patron saint, St. Stephen the First Martyr and
Archdeacon. Following the Divine Liturgy they took a group photo and
then they had pizza and snacks in our community hall.




COMMUNITY EVENTS

GoYA CAROLING
Friday, December 21st and on Sunday, December 23rd, our Goy
ans did so in music and song! During their annual Christmas |,
Caroling outing they visited many homes of our fellow parish- |[&
ioners including the homes of Angela Malfas, Fr. & Presvytera '
Tzerdimos and Fr. & Presvytera Massouras. They brought joy
and smiles and spread Christmas cheer to all the homes that
they visited with beautiful singing accompanied by the clarinet
and other instruments. On Sunday, the Sacha family hosted the
GOYAns at the conclusion of their caroling on the occasion of
$OPUEEI Ul w2EET EZUwEDUUI EEaAG w
Koutsis and Issa Janinah for doing all the driving.

PARENT -TEACHER ASSOCIATION

The St. Spyridon P.T.A. wishes everyone a Happy, Healthy, and Blessed New
Year! We would like to applaud our Sunday School students, Junior Choir, and
Greek School students for their inspiring Christmas Pageant Sunday December
23rd. The Sunday School staff, Junior Choir Director Nicky Glikis, Principal
Lambrini Stavrou and the Greek School teachers are to be congratulated! Many
thanks to the parents, children, and volunteers for a memorable celebration.

Applications for the P.T.A. Annual Scholarship will be available in the Church
Office after January 15". We ask all high school seniors to apply for the $1000|
scholarship. Also, two Greek School graduates will be awarded an Award of

Excellence for $125 each.

Our January meeting will be held on Friday, January 11th at 5:00 p.m.

On Monday January 14th there will be Tsolia & Amalia Costume samples

available for viewing for anyone interested in purchasing stoles. A seam-

stresswho specializes in making these costumes will be at church on this day
during Greek School hours to take measurements.

Our Greek School Vasilopita cutting will be on Monday, January 7th and the
Sunday School Vasilopita will take place on Sunday, January 13th. We nee<1
parents to volunteer making a Vasilopita for each classroom. Please contac
the church office or PTA officers for this event.

School Spirit Day will be Friday, January 18th.

The Three Hierarchs Program will be presented by our Plutarchos Greek
School on February 1st, at 4:30 p.m. The P.T.A. will be hosting refreshments
All Greek School parents are asked to bring refreshments.

The P.T.A. will have their annual Artoclasia on Sunday, January 27t. We ask
all P.T.A. members to worship together and sit in the first and second pews on
the right side of the church that Sunday.

The year 2013 is an election year, and candidates will be needed to run as offi
cers of the PTA. A candidate must be a PTA member and be present to at leas
three meetings during 2012. Elections will take place this coming June.

SUNDAY SCHOOL

December was an exciting
month for Sunday School.
Many of the younger grades
worked on Christmas projects
and learned about our Patron
Saint, Saint Spyridon, which
was celebrated on Wednesday
December 121,

On December 23rd, we held
our annual Christmas Pag-
eant. Presvytera Georgia &
Nicky Glikis did a wonderful
job coordinating this event for
all to enjoy.

As we begin the New Year
2013, it is important to re-
member that our food pantry

needs replenishing. This
month, our focus is canned
items. As the economic pres-
sure for many increases, more
and more seek assistance from
our community. These items
can be dropped off in the

gym.
We wish all of our students
and happy and healthy 2013.

St. Spyridon Hellenic Orthodox Churc



cant Spyridon ¢

Avrchangels
Academy

“where your little angel takes flight

2013 2014School Year

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN!
Please be aware that applications are accepted on a first come first serve basis,
with priority given to St. Spyridon stewards and alumni.
We have limited space so please plan accordingly.

Applications are available in the office and on our website.
Please contact Mrs. Anna atarchangels@sainispyridon.org or 3852311
to set up a visit and check out our school, you will not be disappointed.
Our preschool is for 3 and 4 year olds, it runs from 9am to 12noon Monday through Thursday.

UUw?+DPUO0O0T w OT1 OU2 wuxUUwWOOWEWET EUUPT UOw" T UPUUOE Uu
reception.
Thank you to Demetria Kottaras and her committee for organizing the reception and to Demetrios Kot-

taras for playing Santa for the children. Everyone had a great time.

n The Voice
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PHILOPTOCHOS NEWS

Dear Philoptochos Members

and Parishioners,

May the birth of our Lord bring
many blessings to you and your
loved ones and good health and
happiness for the New Year!

As we focus to the end of the
year | would like to express my
sincere gratitude to all of you
for your love and dedication to

Philoptochos. It is truly a bless-
ing to have such wonderful co -
workers who give so much of
themselves in fulfilling our

Philoptochos goals.

CRAFT SHoOw

Our Craft Show 2012 was the
most successful ever!

My sincere gratitude and appre-
ciation to all of you who con-
tributed towards the success of
this event. Thank you for bak-
ing; thank you for buying; thank
you for responding so willingly
to our call for assistance.

CHRISTMAS PARTY

On Dec. 27 all our Philopto-
chos members and many
friends of our neighboring com-
munities celebrated with us at
UT 1 w&l OUT pOUZ w!
all expressed our well wishes
for the New Year and sang the
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songs that made our Philopto-
chos Glendi special again this
year.

UP-COMING EVENTS

Sunday, January13th, 2013

The Metropolis 53rd Anniver-
sary Vasilopita Celebration
will take place at the St. Nec-
tarios Greek Orthodox Church
in Palatine. Ruth and Olga are
distributing the $10.00 tickets
for those that would like to
purchase them. All proceeds
will benefit the St. Basil Acad-
emy in Garrison, New York.

M EMBERSHIP
DRIVE

Our Stewardship Drive has
begun.

Thanks to the 25 ladies who
have made their stewardship
donation for the year 2013.

In closing, May the birth of our

Lord give us health, love, hu-
mility so that we may continue

to work for His Church and

His people.

With Sisterly Love,

Toula Georgiopoulos
Philoptochos President
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SACRAMENTS

BAPTISMS
The son of Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Hix
was baptized on December 15th
and given the name Thomas. Mr. &
Mrs. Niko Doulas were the spon-
sors.

The daughter of Mr. & Mrs. George
Aidonis was baptized on December
16th and given the name Polykseni.
Kleopatra Vassiliades was the
sponsor.

YwbY4Yw. EbWa3an
M EMORIALS

Sunday, December 9th
b40 days for Demetra Klioris

Sunday, December 30th
bl year for Dionisia Pallas

BIBLE

STUDY

The English Language Bible Study
group will continue its discussion
of the Sermon on the Mount. How-
ever, starting on January 8th, the
group will meet on Tuesday morn-
ings at 10:30 a.m. Everyone is wel-
come to join.

GREEK LETTERS W EEK
The week of January 24th30th, is
dedicated to the study and promo-
tion of Greek Letters. The celebra-
tion actually begins with the

2/ EOUT OO0OPODPWS OUUD? U

Church in Elmhurst, on January
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nate with the Greek Letters lunch-

w eon which will take place on Sun-

day, January 27th, 2013 at the Cha-
teau Ritz in Niles, IL, at 2:30 p.m..

Di 1 U it this event, the awards will be

given for the AGRAFON contest
which took place in November. For
more details, please contact the
Church Office.

St. Spyridon Hellenic Orthodox Churcn



ST. SPYRIDONG FEAST DAY
1 -

With great splendor, the
feast day of St. Spyridon was
celebrated on December 11t
& 12th.

His Eminence, Metropolitan
lakovos of Chicago, and His
Grace, Bishop Demetrios,
assisted by Metropolis
clergy, presided over the di-
vine services.

Chanters and faithful from

throughout the area came to
worship and honor our pa-
tron saint. The Philoptochos
& P.T.A. hosted the reception
after the Great Vespers Ser
vices and the Divine Liturgy.

Many thanks to all who brought prosfora, the artoclasia, the flowers, sweets and fruit for the hospitality. Thank
A0UwUOWEOOWUT T wel EPEEUI Ewi EPUT T UOwkPT OwWOEET wUT PUwal EUZ
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CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
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