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Ecklund Named Legislator of Fireweed Bike Co-op Goes
Distinction
Mobile

By Kitty Mayo

By Kitty Mayo

The Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities (CGMC) presented
Representative Rob Ecklund
with an award naming him the
Legislator of Distinction this
year. Now in his third term in the
Minnesota House, Ecklund,
Democrat-International Falls, received the award during the last
week in July at the coalition's
summer conference.

Rob Ecklund (DFL).
(www.house.leg.state.mn.us)

Ely, Grand Marais, and Two
Harbors are all members of the
coalition, which includes over 90
cities lying outside of the Twin
Cities, with the mission of bringing issues of non-metro Minnesota to the attention of state legislators. The CGMC was formed
over 30 years ago, and is a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization
that acts as lobbyists and advocates for greater Minnesota.

CGMC said that Ecklund was
being recognized for his role in
economic development, including
involvement in legislation approving $40,000 million to support broadband to rural areas.
Ecklund represents District 3a,
which encompasses Lake and
Cook counties, northern St.
Louis, and into Koochiching
county.

William Kelley Students
Combine Cycling with Science

Fireweed Bike Co-op, Grand Marais. (flickr.com)
Fireweed Bike Co-op in Grand
Marais has revamped a retired
ambulance to use as a mobile
bike repair vehicle, and has been
setting up at local races.
Big enough to transport bikes,
as well as haul all the gear one
might need in a bike repair
emergency, the mobile unit sets
up at biking events and is put to

good use as a shuttle service for
biking events when needed.
Services for repair are offered
at no charge, but tips are appreciated.
The locally-owned, fullservice bike shop offers bikes
for rent, bike repair and service.

By Kitty Mayo
Taking a group of 5th graders
on a field trip on wheels was an
ambitious plan that Asa Jacobs
was just energized enough to put
into action.
Jacobs, a 5th Grade teacher at
William Kelley, is a biking enthusiast himself, and has been
instrumental in engaging students in bicycling since arriving
at the school two years ago. The
last two years he has organized
an end-of-the-year field trip for
his class on bikes.
His first tentative foray into
bringing 5th graders out onto the
bike trail was a relatively short
jaunt from Silver Bay to Beaver
Bay, a route with just one street
crossing. After some science activities on the beach and a short
hike, the group headed back. Despite trepidation about making a
foray into the unknown, Jacobs
hopes were realized, with students enjoying the day out in nature, with exercise, learning and
fun along the way, and it was repeated last year.
Inspired by the Gitchi-Gami
Trail Association's active role at
William Kelley with their bike
rodeo geared to educate about
bicycle safety and encourage the
sport, Jacobs collaborated with
GGTA, sharing his concerns with
difficulty getting all the equipment needed for every student to
participate in his field trips. The
response was overwhelmingly
positive, and a Spring trip was in

the works.
Receiving a $1,000 grant
through the Parks and Trails
Council of Minnesota, the
Gitchi-Gami Trail Association
chose to use the money to purchase three new bikes and four
bike helmets for students at William Kelley. For previous trips
Jacobs had had to rely on a few
loaned bikes and helmets from
Continental Ski and Bike in Duluth.
The bikes will be used for a
field trip to Split Rock Lighthouse State Park by connecting
to the Gitchi-Gami State Trail
just across the street from the
school. The trip by bike is eight
miles each way, with lunch and
science lessons at the park.
As a former employee of Continental, and a bicyclist himself,
Jacobs hopes that the lesson of
the joy of biking will last into the
summer and beyond.
“I hope the kids are not sitting
on the couch all summer, but getting out there riding,” said
Jacobs.
Planning for the longer trip,
Jacobs did a test drive out to
Split Rock during last school
year with just a few students, and
found that one way took about
two and half hours of rolling
time, a challenge that he believes
all the students will be up to,
now that they have all the equip-

William Kelley 5th graders learn while biking. (stock photo)

ment they need.

to fast to really see anything,”
said Jacobs.

Putting his expertise to use during the two weeks preceding the
trip, Jacobs will have students
bring their bikes in and do tuneups as needed.

After the trip Jacobs says he
hopes kids will bike more, and he
plans to give them homework to
encourage it.

“I like to bike, and this trail is
safe and protected. Biking is the
best way to see parts of anywhere: if you are walking you are
going too slow to see much, and
if you are driving you are going

“The homework is to have parents and their kids bike down to
the Big Dipper, once they get on
the arena side of Outer Drive
there's just trail and nothing to
get in their way,” said Jacobs.
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