
TDASC 
TN Data and Attendance Supervisors 

Conference 
 

Non-public and Home Schools 
 

September 10, 2015 



Home School Coordinators 

http://www.tn.gov/education/topic/home-
schooling-in-tn 



Parent Options to School at Home 

1. Independent Home School 

2. Category IV Satellite School 

3. Category III Online School 

4. Virtual Public School 



Independent Home School 

“Independent” home school students are 
those which are registered with the LEA. 

 

Home School Law TCA 49-6-3050 
 

 Can a parent withdraw to home school at any point in the school 
year? 

 Yes. The cutoff date for registering to home school has been removed from 
the home school law.  A parent may be allowed to withdraw their child from 
the public school and register for home school at any point in the school 
year. 

 



Independent Home School 
 

Requirements: 

• Intent to Home School form (any time within school year) 

• Must be completed each year  

• Parent must have GED or High School Diploma. 

• Proof of immunization 

• Attendance record for 180 days – 4 hours per day 

• Parents may use any curricular program they choose. 

• Parent creates diploma. 



Testing Independent Home School 
Students 

• Required to test in grade 5, grade 7, and grade 9. 

• If a home school student in grade 9 is taking a course 
for which there is a state board approved secure 
standardized end of course test, that student should be 
required to take that end of course exam. 

• LEA is not required to test students enrolled in Category 
IV church-related schools.  



Testing Independent Home School 
Students 

Can a parent of a home school student in grades 5, 7, 
or 9 choose to provide some other form of assessment 
rather than TCAP/EOC? 
 
Yes, there is an option outlined below in TCA § 49-6-3050 
which would allow for a home school student to take a test 
other than the TCAP or EOC.   
 
The test must be standardized, administered by a professional 
testing service within 30 days of the statewide assessments, 
and the results provided to the LEA for review. 



Home School & Sports 
Independently registered home school students may try out 
for athletics in school systems who are members TSSAA.   
TCA § 49-6-3050 
 

Change to TSSAA bylaws: 
Home school students must be registered as independent 
with the LEA but now may also be registered with a private 
umbrella school as well 
 

Deadlines: 
August 1 – Register Intent to Home School form with LEA 
August 15 - Make application for participation in athletics  
 

http://tssaa.org/compliance-publications/tssaa-home-school-
rule/  
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Category IV Satellite Schools 
• Often referred to as “umbrella” schools  

• Accept and enroll students although the parent teaches the 
child at home using the satellite school’s specific guidelines.   

• Students enrolled in a satellite school are not considered 
"independent" home school students. 

• Intent to Home School form not required  

• Church-related school is responsible for notifying LEAs of 
registered students. 



Category III Online Schools 
• Intent to Home School form not required 
• No parent education requirements 
• Transcripts and diplomas are accepted in TN 
 

• Must be regionally accredited by one of the following regional 
accrediting agencies: 

• AdvancEd - Southern (SACS), North Central (NCA), & 
Northwest (NWAC) Associations 

• Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools (MSA) 
• New England Association of Schools and Colleges (NEASC) 
• Western Association of Schools and Colleges  (WASC) 
• National Association of Independent Schools (NAIS) and 
affiliates (e.g., SAIS) 

• National Council of Private School Accreditation (NCPSA)  
 

 



Acceptable Online School 
for students in Tennessee 



Unacceptable Online School 
for students in Tennessee 



Lottery Scholarships 
In order to be eligible for the TN Lottery Scholarships, a home 
school student must be: 
 
A Tennessee resident for at least one (1) year AND…  
 

A. Registered with a Tennessee local public school district as 
an “Independent” home school student…  

OR  
B. Enrolled in a Category IV church-related “Umbrella” school  
 
…for one (1) year immediately preceding the completion of 

the home school program.   
 



Lottery Scholarships 
A student who is 
enrolled in a Category 
III online accredited 
school (that is not 
located within the state 
of Tennessee) must 
have “given notice to 
the school district with 
the intent to conduct a 
home school program.” 
 

Robert Biggers 
Robert.Biggers@tn.gov 
615-253-7453. 

mailto:Robert.Biggers@tn.gov


Student Truancy 
• Students in TN who are enrolled in a school that does not 

meet the requirements for approval are considered truant.  
• Pursuant to TCA §49-6-3006, the responsibility and authority 

for the enforcement of the compulsory attendance laws is 
placed with the local board of education and its designated 
employees and officers.     

• A current listing of approved non-public schools can be found 
online at: 

http://www.tn.gov/education/topic/non-public-schools 
LEAs may require the organization or parent who says they are 

operating the church-related school to provide assurance 
that they are meeting the requirements of the statute and 

rule. 

http://www.tn.gov/education/topic/non-public-schools


Student Transfers 
Category I, II, and III non-public schools (including on-line): 

• transcripts/credits are accepted (SBE 0520-1-3-.03)   
• no placement test required 

Independent home school:  
• no academic record other than a parent record or word 
• student tested for placement or grade/class 

determination 

Category IV & V non-public schools: 
• may or may not have an academic record 
• student tested for placement or grade/class 

determination 



Non-public School Webpage 



Home School Coordinators 

Always consider lowest  
category.  For example, if a 
school is a category III and IV, 
then you will consider  it a III 
for student placement 
determinations. 



Documentation required for  
TN Driver License 

 Independent Home School:  
• A letter from the Superintendent’s Office in the county/city of the 

applicant’s legal residence, confirming that the parent has 
registered their “Intent to Home School” form with the school 
system. 

• LEAs provide this letter ONLY for “independent” home 
school students 

 Non-Public Schools located in TN (with access to Form SF1010): 
• Non-public school completes a Certificate of Compulsory School 

Attendance (Form SF1010)  
On-line Schools located outside of TN (or approved private or church 
schools in Tennessee without access to the SF1010 forms): 
• Statement from the school principal or headmaster on official school 

letterhead specifically confirming that the applicant is not truant and 
is making satisfactory progress in their school.  



LEA Responsibilities 
• Notify home schooling parents of their responsibilities under 

TCA 49-6-3050. 
• Collect and maintain file of students for whom you have an 

Intent to Home School form. 
• Document that parents have met the educational 

requirements of TCA 49-6-3050 and provide proof of student 
immunizations.  

• Notify home schooling parents of students in grades 5, 7, 
and 9 their child is required to be tested by the LEA. 

• Examine test results each year and establish a plan of action 
as described by TCA 49-6-3050 for students who do not 
meet the required standards. 

• Document attendance records for home school students. 



LEA Reporting Form 

•Please provide TOTALS of 
students in all columns.   

•December 15 
•May 15 

•How does this benefit your 
district?  The Office of 
Federal Programs allocates 
federal dollars to your district 
based on the numbers you 
provide. 



Non-public School Reporting Form 



Funding for Mental Health Facilities 
Pursuant to Public Chapter 426 (Public Acts of 2011), local boards 
of education are required to allocate funding in an amount equal 
to the per pupil state and local funds received by the LEA to state 
licensed residential mental health facilities on a prorated daily 
basis for the student’s length of stay, provided the following 
criteria have been met: 
 

• The residential mental health facility operates as a Category I 
(formerly Category VII) special purpose school pursuant to state 
board rules and regulations; 

• The student admitted to the residential mental health facility is 
enrolled in the LEA; and 

• The student is admitted to the residential mental health facility 
under a licensed physician’s written order and such order is 
based on medical necessity.   



Non-public & Home School Websites 

Non-Public Website: 
http://www.tn.gov/education/topic/non-public-schools 

 
Home School Website: 

http://www.tn.gov/education/topic/home-schooling-in-tn 
 

PLEASE contact me if you are aware of non-public schools in 
operation within your districts who are not on the list or when 
a non-public school closes in your area. 
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Marcy Tidwell 
Director of School Choice 

Marcy.Tidwell@tn.gov 
(615) 532-6274 
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