REVELATION

REVELATION of Coming Events
1 When God informed Jesus of coming events, he shared the information with John so he would share it with Jesus’ other followers.  Whoever pays attention to it will be glad they did.
John’s Letter to Jesus’ Followers in Western Turkey
Dear friends,

God cares about you and wants to help you enjoy a better life.  As you know, Jesus cared about us so much that he gave his life to help motivate us to follow God’s advice.  Since God brought him back to life, we honor him more than any other leader.  God’s spokesmen predicted long ago that a lot of people would be very  disappointed that he was killed.  But God brought him back to life because God has control over the end of life as well as its beginning.

Like some of you, I was put in prison on Patmos Island for following God’s advice as Jesus did.  When I was praying one Sunday, I heard someone behind me speak loud and clear,
“Write down what you’re about to see and send it to my followers in Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.”
When I turned around to see who was speaking, I saw someone standing among seven gold candles holding seven stars in his right hand.  He was wearing a long robe with a gold sash around his waist.  His hair was as white as snow, his face was as bright as the sun, and his feet were as shiny as polished brass.  His voice was as pleasant as the sound of a waterfall, but his message was as penetrating as a sharp sword.  

When I first saw him, I was nearly scared to death.  But he consoled me and said,

“I dedicated my life to helping others as God does.  Although I died, God brought me back to life to help others overcome their fear of death.  I want you to write down what you’ve just seen and what you’re about to see.  
“The seven candles represent my followers in the towns I just mentioned, and the seven stars in my right hand represent a messenger for each town.”
Jesus’ Message to His Followers in Ephesus
2 
“This is what I want you to write to my followers in Ephesus,
‘I know you try hard to follow God’s advice as I did, and you don’t support those who just pretend to do so, like the Nicolaitans.  But I’m concerned that you don’t care about each other as much as you used to.  If you don’t change your attitude and behavior, your positive influence on others will soon be gone.’
“Whoever follows God’s advice will enjoy life as God intended.”

Jesus’ Message to His Followers in Smyrna
 “This is what I want you to write to my followers in Smyrna,

‘I know you’re experiencing a hard time physically, but your life is better in other ways.  While some people criticize you for following God’s advice, they themselves just pretend to follow it, like Satan.  Don’t be afraid when they throw you in prison for ten days to test your level of commitment.  If you’re willing to suffer and even die for following God’s advice, you’ll eventually enjoy the ultimate life.’
“Whoever follows God’s advice doesn’t need to fear death.”

Jesus’ Message to His Followers in Pergamum
 “This is what I want you to write to my followers in Pergamum,

‘Although a lot of people there refuse to follow God’s advice, like Satan, I know you’ve tried hard to follow my example, even when Antipas was killed for doing so.  But I’m concerned that some of you are beginning to follow the advice of Balaam, as Balak did long ago when he encouraged the Israelites to eat the food offered to idols.  I’m also disappointed that some of you are following the advice of the Nicolaitans.  If they don’t change their attitude and behavior soon, I’ll encourage them again to follow God’s advice, which is as penetrating as a sharp sword.’
“Whoever follows God’s advice will enjoy the life God promised.”

Jesus’ Message to His Followers in Thyatira

 “This is what I want you to write to my followers in Thyatira,

‘I know you care about and help each other even more than you did when you first started following God’s advice.  But you’re allowing a woman named Jezebel to encourage others to eat the food offered idols.  I gave her time to change her behavior but she refused, so I’ll let her suffer the consequences.  If her followers refuse to change their behavior, I’ll let them also suffer the consequences so you’ll know that I let people make their own decisions and suffer the consequences for them.  
‘Keep following God’s advice as I did.  I won’t ask you to do anything else.’
 “Those who follow God’s advice will help others enjoy a better life, like a shepherd does for his sheep.”
Jesus’ Message to His Followers in Sardis

3 
“This is what I want you to write to my followers in Sardis,

‘I know you have a reputation for following God’s advice, but you’ve almost stopped.  Remind each other of your commitment to change your behavior and follow God’s advice.  If you stop following it, I’ll return when you aren’t ready, like a thief who comes when you least expect it.  I’m glad that at least a few of you are following God’s advice so you can enjoy the ultimate life with me.’
“Whoever follows God’s advice will enjoy a better life, and I’ll make sure God knows who they are.”
Jesus’ Message to His Followers in Philadelphia

 
“This is what I want you to write to my followers in Philadelphia,

‘I know most of you are following God’s advice as I did.  But some people just pretend, as Satan does.  I want them to know that I really care about you and will help you whenever your commitment to follow God’s advice is tested.’
“Whoever follows God’s advice will enjoy the better life God promised, and I’ll make sure God knows who they are.”

Jesus’ Message to His Followers in Laodicea

 
“This is what I want you to write to my followers in Laodicea,

‘I know you’re following God’s advice to some extent, but not very well.  Your behavior is as disgusting as the putrid water people refuse to drink.  
‘You think you’re already enjoying a good life, but you don’t realize how miserable you really are.  Since I care about everyone, I’m encouraging you to follow my example and help those in need.’
“Whoever follows God’s advice will help others enjoy a better life.”

John Begins to Record Jesus’ Revelation of Coming Events
4 Jesus then began to show me what would soon occur.  I first saw God sitting on a throne made of jewels, which emitted thunder and lightning and had a rainbow overhead.  Twenty-four leaders were seated around God, wearing white robes and gold crowns.  On a sea of crystals in front of God’s throne were seven burning candles that represented Jesus’ followers.  Beside the throne were four creatures that looked like a lion, an ox, an eagle and a human being.  Each of them had six wings, with eyes on every side.  The four creatures and the 24 leaders were constantly thanking God for everything God created.
5 One of God’s messengers asked who would open the seven securely sealed letters that God was holding.  When it appeared that no one could, I began to cry.  But one of the 24 leaders consoled me because Jesus, the most respected descendant of Judah and David, was able to open them.  Jesus looked like a beautiful lamb with seven horns and seven eyes that represented God’s messengers throughout the world.  When God gave him the letters, the four creatures and 24 leaders began honoring him.  They each held a small harp and gold bowls filled with incense as they sang,
“You can open the letters because you were willing to die to encourage people everywhere to follow God’s advice.”
Then thousands of God’s messengers and living beings everywhere began honoring God and Jesus. 
Jesus Opens Six of the Seven Letters Containing Hardship
6 As Jesus opened the first letter, one of the four creatures showed me a man on a white horse holding a bow.  He was given a crown to symbolize his quest to rule the world. 
 As Jesus opened the second letter, one of the other four creatures showed me a man on a red horse.  He was given a large sword to represent his intent to create conflict so people would kill each other.
As Jesus opened the third letter, another one of the four creatures showed me a man on a black horse.  He was holding a scale to represent the relative cost of food.  One of the other four creatures announced that wheat and barley had become very expensive, but not oil or wine.
As Jesus opened the fourth letter, the last of the four creatures showed me a man on a jaundiced horse.  He was called Death because he had the authority to eliminate one-fourth of the world’s population by violence, starvation, or wild animals. 
When Jesus opened the fifth letter, I saw people who had been killed for following God’s advice.  They asked God how long it would be before their killers would be held accountable.  As each of them was given a white robe, God told them that more people would die for following God’s advice.
When Jesus opened the sixth letter, the earth shook, the sun went black and the moon turned red.  Stars fell to the earth like ripe fruit does when the tree is shaken by a strong wind.  Every mountain and island was displaced.  People from all levels of society hid in caves and behind rocks in the mountains, thinking that God and Jesus were expressing their anger.
John Sees Those Who Had Followed God’s Advice 

7 Then I saw a messenger in each quarter of the earth stop the wind from blowing across the land and sea.  But God’s messenger told them to let the wind blow until all those who followed God’s advice had been clearly identified.  Included in that group were 144,000 of Jacob’s descendants, 12,000 from each clan:


Judah

Naphtali
Issachar



Reuben

Manasseh
Zebulun


Gad

Simeon

Joseph


Asher

Levi

Benjamin
Countless others from every ethnic group in the world wore white robes and honored God and Jesus with palm branches for helping them enjoy a better life.  The four creatures, the 24 leaders and all of God’s messengers also honored God.
One of God’s messengers asked me if I knew who the people wearing the white robes were.  When I admitted I didn’t, he explained,

“They were harassed and a lot of them were killed for following God’s advice, as Jesus was.  But now they’re thanking God day and night because God has eliminated every reason for sadness.  They won’t ever again be hungry, thirsty or overheated in the sun, because Jesus is taking care of them like a shepherd takes care of his sheep.”
Jesus Opens the Seventh Letter Containing More Hardship
8 When Jesus opened the seventh letter, God gave trumpets to seven messengers.  Another messenger filled a gold container with incense at the gold worship table so the smoke would accompany  prayers to God.  Then he filled his container with fire from the worship table and threw it down to earth, causing thunder, lightning and earthquakes.
When the first messenger blew his trumpet, hail and fire pelted the earth and burned up a third of the trees and other vegetation.  
When the second messenger blew his trumpet, a large ball of fire was hurled into the sea, causing a third of it to turn to blood as people on ships and sea creatures died.
When the third messenger blew his trumpet, a large star fell on a third of the rivers and springs.  It was called The Bitter Star because it made the water so bitter that a lot of people died because they couldn’t drink it.

When the fourth messenger blew his trumpet, the sun didn’t shine for a third of the day, and the moon and stars didn’t shine for a third of the night.  Another messenger warned people of the devastating effect of the last three trumpets.
9 When the fifth messenger blew his trumpet, another messenger opened the door to a deep pit in the earth.  Thick smoke billowed out, blocking the light of the sun.  Out of the smoke came locusts that resembled horses dressed for battle.  Their face looked human and they had long hair like a woman, but their teeth were like a lion’s and their tail had a stinger like a scorpion’s.  They wore iron breastplates and a gold crown, and their wings sounded like a herd of horses pulling chariots into battle.  Their leader was the one who released them from the pit, who was known as the Destroyer.  Although they weren’t allowed to destroy any vegetation or kill anyone, for five months they stung those who refused to follow God’s advice.  A lot of people became so miserable that they wished they could die.  The next two hardships are even worse.  
When the sixth messenger blew his trumpet, someone at the gold worship table in front of God’s throne told another messenger to release four messengers near the great Euphrates River.  They were just waiting for the opportunity to kill a third of mankind.  Their army consisted of a vast cavalry with red, yellow and blue breastplates.  The head of each horse resembled a lion’s that spit out fire and sulphur, and their tail looked like the head of a snake.  In spite of this, the people who survived didn’t change their behavior.  They continued to murder, steal and practice witchcraft, and they didn’t stop worshiping harmful spirits or idols that couldn’t see, hear or walk because they were made of gold, silver, brass, wood and stone.  
10 Then I saw another messenger from God come down to earth.  He was surrounded by a cloud and had a rainbow overhead.  His face was as bright as the sun and his legs were like pillars of fire.  While holding a letter, he put his right foot on the sea and his left foot on land.  He roared like a lion to get our attention, and it thundered seven times as he read the letter.  I was going to write down what he said, but God told me not to.  The messenger promised that when the seventh messenger blew his trumpet, the God who created the universe would reveal the same advice God’s spokesmen received long ago.  As the messenger gave me the letter, he said it contained good advice that would be difficult to follow.  When I read it, I realized he was right.  God asked me to share this advice with people everywhere.
11 Another messenger gave me a measuring stick with these instructions,

“Measure God’s temple, the worship table and the other objects used for worship.  But don’t bother measuring the area outside because non-Jews will demolish Jerusalem for several years.  During that time, I’ll send two men to encourage everyone to follow God’s advice.  If anyone tries to harm them while they’re doing so, fire will come out of their mouths and destroy their assailant.  The men will be able to prevent it from raining, turn water to blood, and get people’s attention in other ways as often as they wish.”
“When the men complete their task, a beast will come out of the pit and kill them.  Their corpses will lie in the streets of Jerusalem for several days before they’re buried so the people can celebrate that the men will no longer challenge their lifestyle.  Since Jesus was also killed in Jerusalem, some people refer to it as Sodom or Egypt, where a lot of people refused to follow God’s advice long ago.  
“But after several days, God will bring the two men back to life, and those who see them will be terrified.  As the men ascend in a cloud, an earthquake will destroy a tenth of Jerusalem and 7,000 people will be killed.  The rest will choose to honor God.”
When the seventh messenger blew his trumpet, others acknowledged that with Jesus’ help, God had made the world a much better place.  So the 24 leaders expressed their thanks,
“Thank you, God, for helping people enjoy a better life.  You’ll reward those who were killed for following your advice, but those who refuse to follow it will suffer the consequences.”
 When someone opened God’s temple and exposed the special box that symbolized God’s presence, there was thunder, lightning, large hail and an earthquake.
God’s Opponents Will Harass and Kill Jesus’ Followers 

12 Then I saw a pregnant woman wearing a crown with 12 stars on it.  Her clothes were as bright as the sun, and her shoes shined like the moon.  When her pregnancy was full term, she cried as she gave birth to a child.

I also saw a large red dragon with ten horns and a crown on each of its seven heads.  He appeared as the snake in the story of creation and is called Satan because he personifies anyone who opposes God and tries to get others to follow their advice instead of God’s.  Michael and some of God’s other messengers subdued him and banished him to earth along with a third of God’s messengers.  The rest celebrated and said,

“Now that the one who misleads people from following God’s advice has been subdued, they’ll be able to enjoy a better life.  They overcame their fear of death when they learned that Jesus wasn’t afraid to die for following God’s advice.  But we’re concerned about those who are still alive, because Satan is angry that he only has a limited time to influence them.”

The dragon stayed near the woman while she was in labor so he could kill her child as soon as it was born.  She eventually delivered a son who would help people enjoy a better life, as a shepherd does for his sheep.  After her son was dedicated to God, the dragon tried to find her.  But she had been given two large eagle wings so she could fly to a remote area that God had prepared for her.  She lived there for several years.  The dragon spit out a flood of water to sweep the woman out of her refuge, but the earth drained the water away.  He became so furious that he now harasses her descendants who follow God’s advice as Jesus did.
13 Then I saw a creature come from the sea that looked like a leopard, although his mouth resembled a lion’s and his feet looked like a bear’s.  He had a crown on each of his ten horns and a disrespectful name on each of his seven heads.  One of his heads had been seriously injured, but it fully recovered.  Since the dragon enabled the sea creature to greatly influence others, a lot of people worshiped both of them.  The dragon enabled the sea creature to insult God and harass a wide range of people for several years.  Many of those who followed God’s advice as Jesus did were thrown in prison or killed.

Then I saw another creature come out of the earth with two horns that resembled a sheep’s.  He persuaded a lot of people to worship the sea creature by doing amazing things, such as causing lightning to strike the earth.  He convinced them to make an idol of the sea creature, through which he ordered those who refused to worship the idol to be killed.  He also persuaded people of all social levels to put the sea creature’s name or the number 666 on their right hand or forehead so only they could buy and sell things.  An intelligent person should be able to figure out who the sea creature is because the number 666 is the total value of the letters in his name. 
A Lot of People Will Honor God 
14 Then I saw Jesus standing on Mount Zion with 144,000 people, the first of those who followed God’s advice as he did.  They were playing harps and singing a new song as they honored God, the four creatures and the 24 leaders.  Meanwhile, a messenger made this appeal to the people still on earth,

“You should all honor the God who made the earth, sky and water, because God will help you enjoy a better life.”
Another messenger announced that those who refuse to follow God’s advice will no longer mislead others.  A third messenger added,

“God is very disappointed with those who worship the sea creature.  Jesus and God’s other messengers will witness the miserable life they’ve chosen to live.”
Another messenger told me to write this message from God,

“Those who are killed for following God’s advice will eventually enjoy the ultimate life.”
Then I saw a man sitting on white cloud wearing a gold crown and holding a sharp sickle.  A messenger came out of the temple and told the man to use his sickle to harvest the earth.  When the man had finished, another messenger came out of the temple with a sharp sickle.  A messenger from the incense table told the one with the sickle to gather the ripe bunches of grapes, so he cut them and put them in God’s large winepress.  The juice from the grapes filled an area about five feet high and 200 miles long.
15 Those who refused to worship the sea creature were standing on a sea of sparkling crystals.  They were playing harps and honoring God with the same song that Moses and Jesus had sung:
“Everything you do is amazing.  You’re honest and always willing to help people everywhere.  When they realize how special you are, they’ll respect and honor you.”
A Lot of People Will Experience Terrible Hardship
Then I saw seven more messengers come out of the temple, dressed in bright linen clothes with a gold sash around their waist.  One of the four creatures gave them seven gold bowls, each containing some hardship.  The temple filled with smoke to reflect God’s presence, and no one could enter it again until the seven messengers had emptied their bowls.
16 Someone from the temple told the seven messengers to pour the contents of their bowls on the earth.  When the first one did, the people who worshiped the sea creature developed painful sores.  But instead of changing their behavior, they cursed God for the sores.  
As the second messenger emptied his bowl into the ocean, it turned to blood and everything in it died.  
When the third messenger poured his bowl into the rivers and springs, they also turned to blood.  He remarked that God was fair in turning the drinking water of those who worship the sea creature to blood, since they killed God’s spokesmen and others who followed God’s advice.  The messenger at the temple altar agreed.  
The fourth messenger poured his bowl on the sun, causing it to burn the people with intense heat.  They cursed God because they knew God could stop it, but they still refused to change their behavior and honor God.
The fifth messenger emptied his bowl on the sea creature, causing those who worshiped him to be in total darkness.  
When the sixth messenger poured his bowl on the great Euphrates River, it dried up, enabling the leaders from the east to cross.  Three harmful spirits that looked like frogs came out of the mouths of the dragon, the sea creature, and the one who persuaded people to worship the sea creature.  They’re recruiting others from all over the world to fight God’s followers at Mount Meggido, so they should be prepared for an attack at any time.  
As the seventh messenger emptied his bowl into the air, it produced thunder, lightning, hail, and the worst earthquake in history.  It split the city that dishonors God into three sections, destroyed many other cities, and obliterated every island and mountain.  The people cursed God for the devastating storm that dropped hailstones weighing as much as a hundred pounds.  
The City that Dishonors God Will Be Destroyed
17 The sixth messenger showed me what will happen to the city that dishonors God, where a wide variety of people influence others throughout the world to dishonor God.  The messenger took me to a remote area where the city appeared as a woman sitting on a red creature with seven heads and ten horns, covered with insulting names.  She wore expensive clothes and jewelry and reveled over the long list of people who were killed for following God’s advice as Jesus did.  She was clearly identified as the city that dishonors God.  
The messenger explained that the red creature’s seven heads represent the seven hills where the city is located.  They also represent seven leaders, five from the past, the current one, and the one who will lead for a brief period in the future.  The red creature represents the eighth leader, who will eventually be destroyed.  
The messenger also explained that the ten horns on the red creature represent ten other leaders, whom he’ll select to rule with him for a short while.  Together they’ll try to eradicate Jesus’ influence, but they won’t succeed because those who follow God’s advice realize that Jesus is the best leader of all.  Ironically, these ten leaders and the red creature will eventually destroy the city that dishonors God.
18 Another messenger from God remarked,

“The prominent city that dishonors God will become a ghost town for scavenger birds.  Unfortunately, a lot of people in other nations dishonor God just like that city, by taking advantage of others to enrich themselves.”
Then another messenger added,

“Stop dishonoring God so you won’t experience the same consequences.  That city was proud and thought it would never suffer hardship, but it will experience twice as much hardship as it caused others.  Some day a famine will strike it and the people will suffer and die.  Then the city will be burned.  
“When others see the smoke rising in the distance, they’ll realize the city is suffering the consequences for its behavior.  The captain, crew and merchants on ships will grieve over losing such a profitable market.  They’ve sold gold, silver, jewels, pearls, linen, silk and other expensive cloth, things made of ivory, valuable wood, brass, iron, and marble.  They’ve also sold cinnamon, incense, perfume, wine, olive oil, flour, wheat, cattle, sheep, horses, chariots, and slaves.
“Everyone who honors God should be glad that God will hold the city accountable for its self-centeredness.”

As one of the stronger messengers picked up a huge rock and threw it into the sea, he said,
“This is how quickly that city will be destroyed.  The craftsmen and the musicians who play harps, flutes and trumpets will be gone.  The sound of grinding grain and wedding celebrations, and the light from lamps will also be gone.  
“The merchants are masters at convincing people that they have to live lavishly in order to enjoy life, which is why a lot of God’s spokesmen and others have been killed for following God’s advice.”
19 A lot of people are thanking God for helping them follow God’s advice as Jesus did so they can enjoy a better life.  They’re also thankful that those who refuse to follow God’s advice will suffer the consequences for their behavior.  As the 24 leaders and four creatures worshiped God, someone asserted that everyone should honor God.
Then a messenger told me to record this message from God,

“Those who follow Jesus’ example will have a huge celebration.”
As I started to worship the messenger, he stopped me, explaining that he’s a follower of Jesus, just I am.  He reminded me to only worship God, as Jesus encouraged others to do.

God’s Opponents Will Be Defeated
Then I saw Jesus sitting on a white horse.  His eyes were bright and he was wearing a lot of crowns and a robe covered with blood.  The people who followed him were wearing white clothes and were also on white horses.  Like a shepherd who uses a rod to defend his sheep, Jesus uses God’s advice to defend his followers.  He’s clearly the best leader of all time.
A messenger told the birds to get ready to eat the flesh of political and military leaders, horses, cavalrymen, and everyone else who was soon going to die.  When the sea creature and the armies came to fight Jesus and his followers, the sea creature and the one who convinced people to worship him were thrown into a lake of burning sulfur.  The birds ate the flesh of the rest who chose to die rather than follow God’s advice for a better life.
20 Then I saw a messenger from God chain the dragon (Satan) in the deep pit so he couldn’t mislead anyone for a long time.  At the beginning of that period, God brought back to life those who were killed because they followed God’s advice as Jesus did instead of worshiping the sea creature.  They honored God and Jesus during this time, but God didn’t bring the rest back to life until later.

When Satan is released for a while, he’ll recruit countless people throughout the world to attack those who follow God’s advice.  But God will destroy them with fire and throw Satan into the lake of burning sulfur, where the sea creature and the one who convinced people to worship him already are.  All three will suffer constantly there.
God will hold everyone accountable for what they did while alive, and only those who followed God’s advice will enjoy the life God promised.
The World as God Originally Intended 
21 Then the world appeared as God originally intended it, where people honor God as a bride honors her husband.  After someone stated that God will help people stop hurting and killing each other, God added,
“I’ll always help people follow my advice so they can enjoy a better life.  But those who choose to murder, lie, worship idols, or mislead others will continue to live a miserable life.”
One of the messengers who had emptied one of the seven bowls took me up on a mountain and showed me Jerusalem, whose residents now honor God as Jesus did.  The city sparkled like crystal and had impregnable walls with 12 gates, three on each side.  There was a messenger at each gate, which represented the 12 Jewish clans.  The wall had 12 foundations that represented Jesus’ first 12 followers.
The messenger who showed me Jerusalem measured the city’s dimensions with a gold measuring stick.  It was very large and beautiful.  Each foundation was decorated with a different jewel, such as jasper, sapphire, emerald, and topaz.  Every gate was made of pearl, and the main street consisted of pure gold.
There was no temple in the city because God and Jesus were right there.  Their presence provided plenty of light, so there was no need for the sun, moon or lamps.  People from all over the world are coming to the city to honor God because the gates are always open to those who follow God’s advice as Jesus did.
22 There was a sparkling clean river flowing from the throne where God and Jesus were sitting.  On the bank was a tree that heals people with its leaves and bears 12 kinds of fruit throughout the year.  
Concluding Remarks
The messenger told me that God wants me to encourage those who follow God’s advice to be ready for these coming events.  When I began to worship the messenger for revealing these events to me, he reminded me that he follows God’s advice as I do, so I should only worship God.  Then he explained that when I share this information, some people will continue to follow God’s advice but others will choose not to.  
God is always ready and willing to help people follow God’s advice so they can enjoy a better life.  But those who murder, lie, worship idols, and mislead others will continue to live a miserable life.
Jesus told me that when I share this vision with those who follow God’s advice, they’ll be motivated to invite others to enjoy a better life.  But those who distort what I’ve written here will suffer the consequences and miss out on the magnificent life God described.  God wants us to follow Jesus’ example so this life will soon become a reality.




Sincerely,

John
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