Neill’s Creek Baptist Church
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Senior Pastor
Rev. Dr. Christopher Turner
turnwc2@yahoo.com
Office: 919-639-6126
Cell: 919-738-8044
Youth Minister
Rev. Christian Justice
cjustice30@gmail.com
704-477-7357
Children’s Minister
Mrs. Nikki Brown
brown080302@gmail.com
910-514-7141
Minister of Music
Mr. Devin Hocutt
dhocutt@harnett.k12.nc.us
919-417-8921

Please remember to pray for your Pastor and Church Staff during the month of December, no matter where you go to church.
There are three big things that add pressure and stress to a pastor’s life in the month that lies ahead. This is not meant to complain,
but simply to ask for intentional prayer from those who love and support their ministerial staff!
1) Increased demands on the pastor’s time. December is a busy month for all of us. Specifically, for pastors, we feel caught in
the middle of professional obligations and personal commitments to our family. This is one time of year where it is difficult to
juggle giving your family quality time while also carrying out all the responsibilities of vocational ministry. There is simply not
enough time for everything and everybody. Sunday School classes and small groups have parties, choirs have cantatas, children
have pageants, there are special outreach events and community functions, living nativities, Christmas Eve Services, etc. Most
churches are very busy with the calendar slammed full during December. As pastors we enjoy the friendship, worship, and joy that
these events bring. However, pastors also have families who want them present in all of their special traditions and events as well.
Therefore, pastors often face tough decisions in order to fully participate in church functions but also be present with their own
family. Pray that your pastor will have wisdom and guidance in setting godly priorities in the midst of a season that places so many
demands on our time.
2) Increased pastoral care needs. The month of December is especially hard on many people. Some are grieving the loss of a
loved one, some are struggling with addictions, some struggle with depression, loneliness, and thoughts of suicide. Others feel the
increased pressure of financial issues during the holidays, while some just face family drama. With colder weather, more people
are sick and hospitalized, needing a visit from their pastor. Others simply get overwhelmed by the stress of Christmas preparations
and need their pastor to listen and pray with them. Pastoral Care is a precious part of God’s calling for a pastor. But during December, the needs of the congregation can be overwhelming for any one spiritual leader to deal with. Even with a well-trained staff
and deacons, the responsibility of pastoral care during the Christmas Season is a reason to keep your pastor in prayer.
3) Increased pressure in preparing to preach. Every Christmas we preach the same Christmas story as recorded in the gospels
of Matthew and Luke. Seems simple, right? Many pastors find preaching during Advent to be a greater challenge for two reasons:
1) Some people will attend worship during December that never step foot inside a church during the rest of the year. We want to
proclaim the good news about Jesus in an understandable and compelling way. We want people to get the basics of the story that
God so loved the world that he gave us the gift of his Son, in the flesh, God-with-us! We want to see lives transformed and lost
people be saved through a personal relationship with Jesus. So, there is added pressure to keep the message clear, simple, and direct. 2) But at the same time, there are many people sitting in the pews who have heard the Christmas story hundreds of times.
Some even have it memorized! They’ve heard untold numbers of sermons and Sunday School lessons on these biblical texts, so
the pastor faces the pressure to preach in a way that tells this familiar story in a new way. What new angle can I find to bring the
narrative to life? How does this ancient story have relevant application for what we face today? Pray that in this busy, stressful
season, your pastor will have precious moments to hear the voice of God speaking.

Neill’s Creek Baptist Church Mission Statement
Neill’s Creek Baptist Church is a community of believers committed to the Lordship of Jesus Christ, and exists for
the purpose of advancing God’s kingdom through worshiping God, making disciples for Jesus Christ, and ministering to persons in need.
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Mrs. Gladys Woodall
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4200 Neill’s Creek Road,
Angier, NC 27501-7063

Office/Voice Mail:
(919) 639-6126

E-mail:
ncbc@embarqmail.com
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The Light on the Hill
A Message From Your Pastor December 2019
In February 1-5, 2019 I joined a team of seven pastors from the Little River Baptist
Association, and Marty Dupree our Director of Missions, on a vision trip to Cuba. This trip was
guided by Tom Beam of Baptist on Mission. This was my first trip to Cuba and my first time to
visit “Mi Campamento” (My Camp) outside of the city of Santa Clara in the Placetas province of
Cuba. During this five-day vision trip, God began to speak to me and my friend Pastor Mark
Howard of Kennebec Baptist Church about bringing a construction team back to Cuba. As we
heard the vision for Mi Campamento, Mark and I could sense the great opportunity to use this site
in central Cuba to train pastor and spread the gospel.
In Colossians 1:6, Paul wrote, “All over the world, this gospel is bearing fruit and growing.” It was with this conviction that Pastor Mark and I led a joint team of ten people from
Kennebec Baptist and Neill’s Creek Baptist to Mi Campamento November 15-22, 2019. For most
members of our team, this was either their first time outside of the US or their first International
Mission Trip. Our primary goal for the week was to help in the construction of a fellowship hall
that will serve both as a dining facility but also as a large classroom space for training pastors.
We were blessed with temperatures in the 70’s-mid 80’s with a mix of clouds and sun
with a gently breeze. The work was strenuous as we mixed concrete and pushed wheelbarrows
with rock and sand. Along with our hard labor, the spirit of God was strong as we endeavored to
work, “as unto the Lord.”
We also had the opportunity to divide our team on Sunday November 17 th for worship in
st
nd
the 1 , 2 , and 3rd Baptist Churches of Jatibonico. This time of worship with our Cuban brothers
and sisters in Christ was a picture of heaven! We made memories and shared experiences together
that will last a lifetime. As we returned home, our hearts are “joyfully giving thanks” (Col. 1:1112) for the gift of the delicious food, kind hospitality, warm comradery, and authentic compassion
of the Cuban people. We have some tired bodies and sore muscles but our hearts are so very full
of faith, hope, and love from our time in Cuba. Thank you to all who generously gave to make
this trip possible for Howard Penny, Josh Andrews, Bartley Adams, Alex Adams, and myself.
Blessings, Pastor Chris

A Quick Look: Upcoming Events
December
Looking Ahead
December 1
December 4
December 6
December 8
December 9
December 12
December 15
December 18
December 24
December 25
December 26

Hanging of the Greens—6:00pm
Church Staff Meeting at 5:00pm
2020 Budget Presentation at 7:00pm
Happy Birthday Jesus Party 6:30-10:00pm for Grades 3-5
Youth Night at Ellington Studios at 7:00pm
Diaconate Meeting at 5:00pm
Mission Study Circle Meeting Christmas Celebration
Angier Community Living Nativity @ Jack Marley Park 6pm
Special Called Church Conf.— Vote on 2020 Budget
Adult Choir Christmas Cantata at 6:00pm
Church-wide Christmas Caroling at 5:30pm
Breakfast for Dinner served by the Brotherhood at 6:30pm
Christmas Eve Worship Candlelight Service at 9:00pm
Church Office Closed
Church Office Closed—Merry Christmas!
Church Office Closed

Adult Choir Practice on Wednesdays at 8: 00pm

We rejoice in the congregational vote on
Nov. 24th in favor (120-8) of building the
NCBC Family Life Center. Please continue
to pray for and support our fundraising
efforts and Construction Committee!

Allison Stephenson
Carol Hart
Doan Wilson
Spencer Thomas
Sophie McLean
Alex Adams
Brandon Lee Stephenson
Kathy Mitchell
Kim Price
Lewis Hayes
Kaylea Brown
Glenn Finch
Jodi Matthews
Bailey Heston
Luanne Stephenson
Will Blalock
Glenn Johnson
Michael Dean Roseman

The Hanging of the Greens celebration
Sunday, December 1st at 6 pm

Praises
We rejoice with Carla Myatt. She is safe
and not injured following an auto accident
on Friday, 11/22.

5
7
7
9
11
16
20
21
22
22
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27
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30
30
31

Christmas Eve Service: Our Christmas Eve Service will be held Dec. 24th
at 9:00pm. Come enjoy special music, refreshments and wonderful fellowship. The service will end with the lighting of the Christ candle. Children
are invited to wear their pajamas to the candlelight service.

The Buzz on
Children’s
Ministry
December 1st - Hanging of the Greens Service

We are working hard
on memorizing scripture
and learning how to
apply God’s word in our
own lives. Please,
continue to encourage
our children in their
own personal walk of
faith.

Don’t Forget…
Sunday School starts at
9:45am! There is a class
for everyone, all ages!
We invite you to join us
and try one out!

December 6th - Happy Birthday Jesus Party
6:30pm - 10:00pm for ages 3- 5th grade!
We will have food, games, crafts and a movie! While having fun and
fellowship we will be focused on the True meaning of Christmas, the
birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!
December 12th - Living Nativity at Jack Marley Park
If your child would like to participate by being an angel or a shepherd,
please let me know. We will meet by 5:30 at Jack Marley Park. We are the
Manger scene again this year.
December 18th - Christmas Caroling
Christmas Caroling to Homebound at 5:30 and then Breakfast dinner at
6:30pm.
December 24th - Christmas Eve Service at 9pm
*Children are invited to wear pajamas!

December 25thThe Adult Choir will be presenting their Christmas Cantata Sunday,
December 15th at 600pm. Make plans to join us for an evening of
wonderful music as we celebrate the Christmas season. After the Cantata
join us for a reception honoring our choir and church musicians in the
Fellowship Hall. This is a special time to express our love and appreciation for their commitment throughout the years. All are invited to attend

We rejoice with Campbell students Kelley
Moser, Amanda, and Christian Justice who
will graduate this December.
the reception.

Wednesday Night Activities
*No Wednesday Night Activities on November 27th,
December 18th- Jan 1st and resume on Jan 8th.
6:30 – Joyful Noise Choir for Grades 1 – 5
7:00 – Mission Friends for ages 3 through Kindergarten
7:00 – Children in Action for Grades 1 - 5

Sympathy is extended to the friends and family of:

Merry Christmas

Doug Barbour (Uncle of Cinda Pleasant) who passed away on 10/26.
Dr. Lamar Norwood (former member at NCBC) who passed away recently.
Carol Woodleaf (Aunt of Jason Lemons) who passed away on 11/8.
Jerry Blanchard (friend of Cary Stewart) who passed away on 11/12.
Jim Duke (Husband of Irma Duke) who passed away on 11/13.

We are continuing to learn and grow as
Disciples in Training.
Learning to use our BIBLES and how to apply HIS word
in our lives. Learning where and how we can SERVE!

Join us on our FB page!
NCBC Children’s Ministry
Christmas Blessings,
Mrs. Nikki
brown080302@gmail.com

SCHEDULES FOR DECEMBER 2019
NURSERY WORKERS
December 1:
December 8:
December 15:
December 22:
December 29:

John and Lesley Tyson
Robert and Edie Wood
Peter and Cindy Strickland
Bartley and Nancy Adams
Justin and Sarah Hale

December 1:
December 8:
December 15:
December 22:
December 29:

TAPE MINISTRY
Mamie Hughes
Frances Johnson
Sandra Strickland
Judith O’Quinn
Shirley Johnson
USHERS

DEACON OF THE WEEK SCHEDULE
Please contact the Deacon of the Week if there is an emergency
and you need assistance:
December 2:
December 9:
December 16
December 23:
December 30:

Carolyn Broadwell
Sharon Call
Leonard Johnson
Cary Stewart
Alex Adams

919-244-8315
919-602-6024
919-369-5897
919-814-7990
919-414-6761

*Gantt Edmiston
Ronnie Partin

Brian Young
Todd Sharp
Carl Johnson
* Team Leader
Usher Coordinators are:
Timothy Johnson (h) 910-893-6155
Ken Edwards (h) 919-842-6080

Youth News December 2019
“And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from
the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit who lives in you.”
Romans 8:11
Well, it’s beginning to look like Christmas! The semester has flown by, and on behalf of our Youth, thank
you for your support, prayers, and care. Over the past month, we have been able to take part in a 5 th quarter,
where 115 students from youth groups all across our county joined together for a night of food, fellowship,
and fun. We were able to hold our annual cake auction, and thanks to you, we raised over $5,500! Over the course of this semester, the
Youth have revamped Sunday school, and seen growth in number, participation, and spirituality. On Wednesday nights, we went
through a series entitled, “What do you believe, and Why do you believe it?,” which challenged students to examine what the Christian
faith believes, why those beliefs are so important, and how we may integrate these beliefs into our daily lives. Looking ahead, we will
have our final Ellington Youth Night of the semester on 12/6, and we plan to go midnight bowling and hold a lock-in at NCBC in January. For our winter trip, we will be attending the BeDoTell winter ski retreat in Beckley, WV, from 1/31-2/2, and for our summer camp
we plan to attend Passport in Danville, VA, from 6/21-6/26. There are all kinds of events and activities on the horizon! We are thankful
for all that you do to support our youth, and we pray that you all have a wonderful Christmas season. Love and blessings, Christian
Upcoming dates to be aware of:
Youth every Wednesday night (unless otherwise noted) @ NCBC, 6:30-8pm
Hanging of the Greens @ NCBC, 12/1, 6pm
Ellington Youth Night, 12/6, 7-9pm
Living Nativity @ Jack Marley Park, 12/12, 6-8pm
Community Christmas Caroling, 12/18, 5:30pm
Christmas Eve Worship Candlelight Service @ NCBC, 12/24, 9pm
Midnight bowling/lock-in @ NCBC, 1/10 (?)
BeDoTell Ski Retreat, 1/31-2/2

Budget Information:
Monthly budget contributions needed $25,816.00
October 2019 General Offerings $19,346
October 2018 General Offerings $18,852
NCBC Building Expansion Fund Total as of 12/1/19
$241,147.70
Christmas Offering—CBF Global Missions $346.48

International Missions: We have the opportunity to give to International Missions during the month of December. 100% of the
money collected for these offerings is used to send and support our
missionaries who have answered God’s call to give their lives to
spread His Love and Salvation to those who have never heard.
Please be in prayer concerning your part in supporting our missionaries and their ministries. You may give to either the Lottie Moon
Christmas Offering or Global Missions or both. Keep our missionaries in your prayers. Many of them are serving in dangerous
areas. Let’s go the extra mile this year to support these who are
actively serving when we cannot be on the mission field ourselves.
Offering Envelopes will be in your bulletins during December.
Security Equipment: Security 101 is giving away $10,000 in free
security cameras to a non-profit who gets the most votes
online. Larry Alexander has nominated NCBC. The link is
www.security101.com/gift-of-security. Select “I’m a friend of the
non-profit”. Select “Security 101-Raleigh” as the participating
office. Complete the form and submit. Please go online and vote
daily.

December 2019
The budget and finance committee plans to present the
2020 budget on Wednesday, December 4th at 7:00pm .
Copies of the proposed budget will be available at this
time. The congregation will have time to review the budget
before a vote is scheduled on Sunday Dec. 15th during the
morning worship service.

Fifth Sunday Offering: 2019 has been a tremendous year
of fundraising for our Building Expansion Project. Your
generosity and support of God's work have been a blessing
which proves that Neill's Creek Baptist is built to last.
On Sunday December 29th we will collect our final 5th
Sunday offering of 2019. This is the season for giving and
remember God's greatest gift to us. Let's finish strong in
our financial faithfulness in 2019. Please prayerfully
consider your sacrificial contribution to the Lord's work on
or before Sunday Dec. 29th.

I hope everyone enjoyed a wonderful time with family and friends on Thanksgiving as you gave thanks to God for His bounty
during the past year and for what He has in store for you during the coming year.
Thank you for your support for the Thanksgiving Offering which goes to the Baptist Children’s Homes. This offering helps
families learn about the love of Jesus and helps them live a productive life.
We are now entering the season of Advent which is one of the most wonderful seasons of the year. During this time, we prepare ourselves for the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Our church has many wonderful activities planned for us to celebrate
the birth of our Savior. Put them on your calendar and allow the true reason for this season to fill your heart and life during this time
and remain always.
During the month of December, we have the opportunity to give to International Missions. All of the money we give is used to
support our missionaries and their ministries. They have all given up so much to answer God’s calling. Their job is hard and many
times dangerous. They are also away from family and friends at this time when we all spend special time with each other. Please pray
for our missionaries and their families and support them financially.
We can give to International Missions through the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering, through CBF, or both. We will be receiving information in our bulletin for the next few Sundays which will give us information concerning this offering.
The Mission Action-Study Circle will meet at the Cracker Barrel in Dunn at 11:00 on December 9, 2019 for our Christmas

Family Life Center: To contribute money towards the
Family Life Center, make a designated gift to the "Family
Life Center Fund". If writing a check please make it to the
church and designate Family Life Center Fund in the memo
line. If giving cash, write Family Life Center Fund on the
envelope.

meeting.
I encourage every woman in the church to become a part of our mission group. It is such a wonderful time for Bible Study,
mission projects, and fellowship with each other.
Have a Blessed Christmas,
Carolyn Broadwell, WMU Director

Neill’s Creek Baptist Church
Sunday

1. Monday

Calendar of Events
2 Tuesday___________________ 3 . Wednesday

9:45am…Sunday School
11:00am…Morning Worship
6:00pm..Hanging of the Greens followed
by reception.

1st Sunday in Advent—Hope
CBF Global Missions

4

DECEMBER

2019

Thursday____________________ 5 Friday__________________ ___6

5:00pm.. Church Staff Meeting
6:30pm...Open Prayer Time at the church

6:30-10:00pm Happy Birthday Jesus Party
Ages 3-5th Grade

6:30pm...Joyful Noise Choir (Grades 1-5
6:30pm…Youth Bible Study
7:00pm...Mission Friends (Ages 3-1st Grade)
7::00pm...Children in Action (Grades 2-5)
7:00pm...2020 Budget Presentation
8:00pm...Choir Practice

7-9pm Ellington Youth Night

Saturday

Carol Hart
Doan Wilson

Allison Stephenson

Sunday

8 Monday

9:45am…Sunday School.
11:00am…Morning Worship
5:00pm...Diaconate Meeting

9

Tuesday

10 Wednesday
6:30pm...Joyful Noise Choir (Grades 1-5
6:30pm…Youth Bible Study
7:00pm...Mission Friends (Ages 3-1st Grade)
7::00pm...Children in Action (Grades 2-5)
7:00pm...Adult Bible Study
7:00pm...Choir Practice

2nd Sunday in Advent—Peace
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering

Spencer Thomas

Sunday

11 Thursday

6:30pm...Open Prayer Time at the church

WMU—Christmas Celebration

15 Monday

_7

12 Friday

13

6-8pm Angier Community Living
Nativity @ Jack Marley Park

Saturday

14

Fellowship Hall Reserved for set up for
Christmas Cantata

Sophie McLean

16 Tuesday

17 Wednesday

9:45am…Sunday School.
11:00am…Morning Worship
Special Called Church Conf.—
Vote on 2020 Budget

18 Thursday

19 Friday

5:30pm...Community Christmas Caroling
6:30pm...Breakfast for Dinner hosted by the
Brotherhood

20 Saturday

21

\

6:00pm...Adult Choir Christmas Cantata
Reception in the Fellowship Hall
immediately following Cantata

3rd Sunday in Advent—Joy

Brandon Stephenson

Alex Adams

Sunday

22 Monday

23

9:45am…Sunday School.
11:00am…Morning Worship

Tuesday

24 Wednesday

9:00pm...Christmas Eve Worship
Candlelight Service

Newsletter Articles Due

4th Sunday in Advent—Love

Christmas Day
Church Office Closed

Church Office Closed

25 Thursday

26 Friday

Kathy Mitchell

27

Saturday

28

Church Office Closed

Kim Price
Lewis Hayes

Lottie Moon Christmas Offering

Sunday

29

No Wednesday Activities

Kaylea Brown

Monday

30 Tuesday

31

9:45am Sunday School
11:00am…Morning Worship

Fifth Sunday Building Fund Offering
Will Blalock
Glenn Johnson

Michael Roseman

Glenn Finch
Jodi Matthews

Bailey Heston
Luanne Stephenson

