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Winter 2018 / 19 Season
Week 10 – 5th January 2019
Singles League

A fairly warm and dry welcome to 2019.  Unfortunately, as good as 2018 was for Alex Stewart, 2019 started off in the worst possible way as the only player undefeated lost both his matches.  First was a fairly close match against Champion in waiting Geoffroy Buffetrille 13 – 10, 13 – 9 with both matches being tied at 10 – 10 and 9 – 9 respectively before the league leader won yet another match.  The second match was a lost to Brian Harris who despite a points difference of minus 16 (only one point better than 13th placed Matt Buesnel) sits in 6th place.
Brian drew his first match against Keith Pinel who with a match in hand sits in 12th place and the relegation zone.

Another player, Summer Premier League champion Matt Pinel also lost both matches, scoring just 12 points against Andrew Bellamy-Burt and then in the second game against Toby Northern, blew a 10-3 lead to lose 13 – 10 and the match.  This makes it unlikely that Matt will add the Winter title to his Summer one.

Toby’s win over Matt Pinel followed a draw against Matt Ryan with 4 points lifting him out of the relegation zone with just 3 points off second placed Matt Ryan who beat Neil Selby, but only just 13 – 12 in the second game to move into second place.  Neil though does have two matches in hand on top placed Geoffroy Buffetrille, but is 11 points adrift after a promising start to the season.

Alice Ibitson beat the second World Triples player in Matt Buesnel, but then lost to dad David so remains bottom of the league but is only 2 points adrift of David and with a better points difference.
It was a good day for David who also drew with Ross Payne who also drew with Andrew.

Just 5 league points from 2nd to 11th place, shows just how tough every match is in the top division, next fixtures 19th January.

Division 1 saw league leader Laurent Pellaton narrowly avoid defeat in an incredibly tight game against Brigitte Ibitson with Laurent winning the second game 13 -12.  Laurent though did beat Mo De Gruchy to stay top but Susan Le Gresley beat Daniel Villalard and is just 3 points off Laurent with 2 matches in hand.

Brigitte moved back into the top three with another draw against John McGaw but this is on points difference over Paul Bell who drew with Stephen Stoneman in another really close match 12 – 13, 13 – 11.  Brigitte in third place by 6 points on points difference.
Mo De Gruchy also moved into promotion contention with a win over doubles partner Stephen leap frogging him in the process.

Matt Hutchings drew three matches on the day, 2 against both Daniel and James Villalard and against Cassie Stewart.  The latter also drew with John McGaw with Cassie sitting just above relegation.

Lastly congratulations to James Villalard who won his first ever singles league match by beating Jean Stewart to move up 5 league places and out of the relegation zone, well done James.

Club email address
-
liberationpc@gmail.com
Club Website

-
www.liberationpetanque.co.uk
Kind Regards

Toby Northern

Chairman

Liberation Petanque Club
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