Blue Ridge Fire District

400 Policy Manual

Fire Investigations

402.1 PURPOSE AND SCOPE
The purpose of this policy is to ensure that all fires and explosions responded to by the Blue

Ridge Fire District and occurring within this jurisdiction are investigated and properly documented
in accordance with state and federal laws as well as national standards.

402.2 POLICY

It is the policy of the Blue Ridge Fire District to promptly investigate the cause, origin, and
circumstances of fires and explosions occurring in this jurisdiction that involve the loss of life or
injury to a person, or the destruction of or damage to property.

402.3 RESPONSIBILITIES
The Fire Chief has overall responsibility for fire investigations. The Incident Commander (IC) of
each incident is responsible for ensuring that each fire is investigated for origin and cause.

402.4 PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION

The first-in Captain should conduct a preliminary investigation of each fire or explosion to identify
the origin, cause, and circumstances. The Captain will notify the IC of the results of the preliminary
investigation.

If the origin of a fire or explosion appears to be suspicious, the IC should take immediate charge
of all physical evidence relating to the fire or explosion, coordinate with investigators, and contact
local law enforcement.

The IC is responsible for determining when fire investigators, fire investigators with arrest authority,
or sworn law enforcement investigators, from this or another agency, are appropriate to investigate
an incident.

The immediate response of an appropriate investigator should be requested when any of the
following circumstances exist:

(a) Major or unusual fires that exceed the investigative abilities of a Captain
(b)  Any fire resulting in a major injury or death

(c) Incidents involving special circumstances, such as an especially high dollar loss,
extensive damage, political sensitivity, or any other circumstance deemed appropriate
by the Captain

(d) Arson and/or incendiary devices are involved, or the origin of the fire is otherwise
suspicious

(e) There has been an explosion

()  There is evidence or suspicion that a crime has occurred in connection with a fire or
explosion
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(g) A fire has been started by a juvenile
(h)  Any illegal activity that potentially could cause a fire and/or explosion has occurred

402.5 FIRE INVESTIGATORS
Fire investigators assigned to an incident are responsible for pursuing the investigation through
its completion and providing complete written documentation.

In cases where a fire investigator reasonably believes that arson or an unlawful act may be
involved in a fire, the investigator should consult with the Fire Chief and request the assistance of
an investigator with arrest authority, if appropriate.

402.5.1 FIRE INVESTIGATOR QUALIFICATIONS
Fire investigators should:

(a) Meet the job performance requirements of the National Fire Protection Association’s
(NFPA) standards for fire investigators.

(b) Complete any necessary certification requirements for fire investigators.

(c) Comply with all federal and state statutory and constitutional investigatory
requirements, including limitations on searches and seizures.

402.6 FIRE INVESTIGATORS WITH ARREST AUTHORITY
Fire investigators with arrest authority assigned to an incident are responsible for conducting a
thorough investigation and providing complete written documentation.

Fire investigators who reasonably anticipate an arrest in connection with an investigation should
arrange to have a law enforcement officer from a law enforcement agency with jurisdiction present.
If a law enforcement officer is unavailable to assist with an arrest, investigators should consider
delaying the arrest until such time that law enforcement can be present.

In situations where a fire investigator finds it necessary to arrest a suspect without the assistance
of local law enforcement, the investigator should notify the local law enforcement agency that an
arrest is being made and, if possible, arrange to have another investigator from this district present
on the scene at the time of arrest.

402.6.1 FIRE INVESTIGATORS WITH ARREST AUTHORITY QUALIFICATIONS

In addition to the general qualifications for fire investigators required by this policy, fire
investigators with arrest authority shall complete the training required for peace officers as
provided in ARS § 9-500.01 and ARS § 41-1822.

402.7 DUTY FIREARMS
Fire investigators with arrest authority who are authorized to carry firearms shall also comply with
the Duty Firearms and Use of Force Policy.
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402.8 EQUIPMENT
The fire investigator's vehicle should be stocked with the following equipment to help investigate
fire cause, origin, and circumstance:

. Digital camera

. Spare batteries

. Voice recording device and spare media

. Fire investigator toolbox

. Shovels, rake, broom, and sifter

° Disposable latex evidence collection gloves

. Evidence collection markers and labels for canisters
402.8.1 USE OF PROTECTIVE GEAR

Fire investigators are responsible for using personal protective equipment (PPE) and respiratory
protection appropriate for the conditions present at an investigation scene.

When entering any fire scene during the fire, before or during overhaul, or when there is a chance
of reignition, fire investigators shall wear full structural PPE and self-contained breathing apparatus
(SCBA).

See the Respiratory Protection Program Policy and the Personal Protective Equipment Policy for
additional guidance.

402.8.2 LOGBOOK

Each investigator should maintain a logbook of field training, continued professional training hours,
and investigative experience. The purpose of this log is to assist in establishing the member as
an expert witness in court appearances.

402.9 INCIDENT REPORTS

To ensure district incidents are documented in the National Fire Incident Reporting System
(NFIRS), investigators should complete and submit a report to the Fire Chief for each
investigation conducted. All areas of the report are to be filled out, and when an item is not
applicable, N/A is to be placed in the box. For additional information, see the National Fire Incident
Reporting System (NFIRS) Policy.

The Fire Chief is responsible for reviewing and approving the investigative reports.
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