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SOUTH BAY MODEL SHIPWRIGHTS

THE FOGHORN

President s Scutt |

The Special Project Ship Fannie A Gohram has been completed for
Kathleen Connors. Her father started it and at our July meeting she
requested it be completed for her family. Walt built an excellent case
for it and it will be presented to Kathleen at our Nov meeting.
Kathleen has offered to bring treats for members and it is our last
Awor ki ngAi meeting of the year, S
can.

Club members decided to have an annual Christmas dinner instead
of a normal meeting, and it will be held on a Wednesday, Dec 13, at
6PM. The location selected is the;

Duke of Edinburgh

10801 N. Wolfe Road

Cupertino, CA 95014

408-446-3853

It is just off Hwy 280 on Wolfe Rd in Cupertino/Sunnyvale, and we
have a room reserved for the event. Join fellow club members for
this holiday event. A map to the location is attached. Keep in mind
that this location is across the street from the Apple Corp new
ASpace Shipodo headquarters, so may
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Oldest navigation tool?

The oldest known marine navigation tool has been excavated from a shipwreck that sank in a
violent storm off the coast of Oman in 1503.

Archaeologists say the astrolabe would have been used by mariners in the Age of Discovery
to measure the position of the sun on trans-oceanic voyages. The item was recovered from a
ship called 'Esmeralda’, which sank in the Indian Ocean, killing all on board, including its
captain who was the uncle of famous Portuguese explorer Vasco da Gama.

The astrolabe, which is 17.5cm in diameter and less than 2mm thick, was used by mariners to
measure the altitude of the sun during voyages. When the researchers found the object, no
markings were visible. But scans by Warwick University showed etches around the edge of
the object, each separated by five degrees i proving that it is an astrolabe.

These markings would have allowed mariners to measure the height of the sun above the
horizon at noon to determine their location so they could find their way on the high seas.
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® David L. Mearns/ Blue Water Recoveries Ltd

The artefact is also engraved with the Portuguese coat of arms and the personal emblem of
Don Manuel I, the King of Portugal from 1495-1521. Scientists say it is the earliest known
example of an astrolabe by several decades. 'The first reference to a maritime astrolabe was
1480 and the earliest one before ours was from a shipwreck that sank in 1533', David Mearns
from Blue Water Recovery, who excavated the shipwreck, said. 'ltis from a ship from the Age
of Discovery - the pre-colonial period before empires were built', said Mr Mearns, who is also
author of The Shipwreck Hunter. 'Since the late 50s they've been keeping a worldwide
catalogue of every one that's been found. This is the 108th marine astolabe discovered in the
world.'

‘It's a great privilege to find something so rare, something so historically important, something
that will be studied by the archaeological community and fills in a gap."' Mr Mearns said

‘It was like nothing else we had seen and | immediately knew it was something very important
because you could see it had these two emblems on it," he said.

Mr Mearns said he first recognized the Portuguese coat of arms and then the emblem of the
King of Portugal - Don Manuel I. "We know it had to have been made before 1502, because
that's when the ship left Lisbon and Dom Manuel didn't become King until 1495, and this
astrolabe wouldn't have carried the emblem of the King unless he was King', he said.

‘I believe it's probably fair to say it dates roughly to between 1495 to 1500. Exactly what year
we don't know - butitis in that narrow period.’

Esmeralda was part of da Gama's second voyage to India and is the oldest ship ever found
from Europe's Golden Age of Discovery. The astrolabe was one of nearly 3,000 objects
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recovered from the wreck. Although it was found in 2014, It was not confirmed until last
month when the Institute of Nautical Archaeology at Texas A&M confirmed it.

A team from British company Blue Water Recoveries and the Oman Ministry of Heritage and
Culture first explored a site in the Al Hallaniyah Island, off the coast of Oman, in 2013.

Divers also uncovered an incredibly rare coin in the wreckage - so rare that only one other is
known to exist today. The coin was found among the stone shot, ceramics, a bell and other
debris.

Collisions at Sea

Evaluating the history of nautical collisions between vessels usually leads to two causes i
mechanical failure, or human error. The mechanical failures tend to be loss of steering and
loss of power plants. Human errors tends to be due to bad decisions and inadequate training
to assess situations leading to collisions.

The Navy has released its report on the incidents when both the destroyers Fitzgerald and
John S. McCain struck commercial vessels in crowded sea lanes in the Pacific. The two
accidents that claimed the lives of 17 sailors and wounded dozens more resulted from
complete breakdowns in standard Navy procedures and poor decision-making by officers and
sailors on the bridge of the two warships, according to a Navy report

The review ascertained that in all four collision incidents this year, when the crews were faced

with an extreme situation, they delayed actions, froze and did not alert their crews of imminent
danger. Al ncorrect actions in extremis were a contr.i
resulted in the incident[s],o0 the report reads.

The report also found that teamwork was at times non-existent between the bridge and the
ship combat information centers, the place that displays and synthesizes the information from
a shipbs sensor s andFunheranpre, the redeywsietermsed that sailors had
routinely failed to use the tools available to them to increase awareness of their situations.

In the review, the Navy also acknowledges that its surface warfare officers lacked sufficient
navigation and seamanship skill s, and recommends
assessment program to periodically assess individual seamanship and navigation skills over

the course of a surface warfare officerds career

The review details steps, including new evaluation processes, to correct the issues.

In regards to the issues at 7th Fleet, the review argues that leaders in the region were blinded
by operational commitments and that cutting corners became the norm in order to fulfill
commitments.

AEvi dence of skil!l proficiency on ships and read
and over time, even normalized to the point that more time could be spent on operational
mi ssions, 0 the document reads. AHeadquarters wer
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to the point of the mishaps, the ships had been performing operationally with good outcomes,
which ultimately reinforced the rightness of trusting past decisions.

AThis rationalized the continued deviation from
that set the conditions for safe operations. o

The collisions of the destroyers John S. McCain and Fitzgerald led to the relief of both
commanding officers and several other crew members, as well as the destroyer squadron
commander, the Ronald Reagan Carrier Strike Group commander and the 7th Fleet
Commander.

Model Ship project

Think building your model ship at home is difficult and time consuming? This shipwright built
all this just for the Halloween season. Imagine the time and effort into a project of this scale.

Salvaging the San Jose

Col ombi ads president, Juan Manu enlJulthattheonstio®ah | der -
government has been in cooperation with salvage specialists to recover the San José, which
sank June 8, 1708, in 800 feet of water off the

capital. Current recovery efforts require a joint public-private partnership, in a mission that is
scientifically minded, the president said.
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A reported in a previous edition of the foghorn, the San José was part of the fleet of King

Philip V, who fought the English during the War of Spanish Succession. A reported 600 people

died in the shipwreck, which happened when British ships under the command of Adm.

Charles Wager attacked the three warships leading the 17-ship fleet. The San José sinking

was the only success attributed to the British intheevent,hi st ori cally named W

The British were able to board another warship, the Santa Cruz, but little treasure was found.
The other warship, the San Joaquin, successfully evaded capture, and it and the other 14
ships reached the safetyofCar t agenads ports.

The Col ombian Navy and others | ocated the wreck
president disclosed on Dec. 5, 2015. The ship was loaded with treasures of silver, gold and
possibly emeralds that would be worth at least $1 billion today, Santos said.

According to Dani el Frank Sedwick, presid®&unt of

José really would be among the most important Spanish wrecks of all time, filled with gold

and silver cobs and ingots from Peru and Col ombi
Sedwickdés firm specializes in shipwreck coins, a

wrecks in which coins were recovered. Notably missing are any wrecks in Colombian

waters. The San José carried at least 5 million to 7 million pesos in gold and silver coins,
according to SémkRiacdikabBooklobGpls. Modern rumors suggest that 116

chests of emeralds were also on board the ship. TheSanJoséi s fApotentially th
singleesshi p recovery of all time, o6 Sedwick wrote in

During the July 5 announcement, Santos said the nation had identified an investor partner that
would follow the terms and conditions of recovery, would respect the historical and cultural
patrimony and that would develop the technology necessary for the rescue of this shipwreck,
giving that technology to the government for future use.

The contractor will assume all the risks in the wreck recovery, according to a translation of the
announcement. President Santos said that the individual who initiated the recovery is an
underwater archaeologist with a passion for shipwrecks and more than 40 years in the field.

AfiHe found a document from Cartagena and its surrtr
service of the English, a few years after the collapse [sinking] of [the] San José,0 Sant os s
in the announcement.

Threee.quarters of the galleon remains in the seabed
announcement. So far, sonar images revealed bronze cannons, arms, ceramics and other
artifacts in the wreckage.

The wreck and its contents wil/l hel p fAtell the w
history of its time, 0 Santos said. AThe question
about the costs of colonialism, will find a response afterthis i nv e st iCpd toimbr .a®d s

Ministry of Culture will control a museum housing the artifacts found in the wreck, the
museum to be funded by the investors.
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Ancient rare map found

A 350-year-old map of Australia found in an attic in Sweden has sold for $600,000 to the
National Library of Australia (NLA). The 1663 map is based on the voyages of Dutch explorer
Abel Tasman and shows the western and northern coastlines of Australia along with the East
Indies. Southern Tasmania is also visible along with a small part of new Zealand, all more than
100 years before James Cook landed in Botany Bay.

© National Library of Australia

Shipping routes, details of Tasman's 1642-1643 and 1644 voyages, and even ships in battle
were depicted in the intricate masterwork. Professor Gunter Schilder, the foremost expert on
Dutch cartography, describes it as possibly the most important map of the United East India
Company." The find was about as rare as an earlier 1659 print of the same map that survived
in a private house in Italy until it was sold for $425,000 earlier this year.
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Despite its immense historical significance, the newly sold map lay forgotten for six decades
after antique bookseller Thulins Antikvariat went out of business in the 1950s.

The treasure's significance was not recognised until it was scooped up by a private buyer who
offered it to the NLA, which paid $600,000.

Years of neglect left it in an 'exceedingly fragile state' and corroded by the green pigment
used to draw it. 'Fortunately, the areas of greatest interest illuminating the story of the Dutch
discovery of Australia - the mention of the first sighting of Tasmania and the text naming the
continent - are intact and clearly visible,' the NLA said.

Four years of donor-funded restoration followed, including stripping back the yellowed and
brittle layers of varnish that were flaking off.

Now it will be visible to the public for the first time ever as part of the NLA's Mapping Our
World: Terra Incognita to Australia exhibition running until mid next year.
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AfChil ean found ani co

Researchers using Remotely Operated Vehicles have found a number of lost wrecks in the

past few years. In the latest effort explorers have discovered the remains of the 'ltatad, 95

years after it sank off the coast of Chile. The Itata, knownasthe A Chi |l ean Titanic
1922 with more than 400 people on board, after running into a storm during a journey between

the US and Chile.

For the last seven years, experts have been searching for the wreckage, and have finally

pinpointed it off the port of Coquimbo, in Elqui Province, in northern Chile.

The researchers hope the discovery will help to complete the story of the infamous ship, and

bring more tourists to the area.

MV ltata

The Itata participated in the War of the Pacific and the Revolution of 1891, before being sold to
the Compania Nacional de Vaporeso in 1922. It was then used to transport supplies and
passengers between the US and Chile.

The last of its many journeys took place on August 28, 1922 when the Itata headed for
Antofagasta from the port of Coquimbo. But in a matter of a few hours at about 11AM the ship
ran into a raging storm and sank. Only 26 out of the 400 people on board survived and made
it back to the coast.

Until now, the precise location of the wreckage have remained a mystery.
Researchers from the Catholic University of the North (UCN) started looking for the wreckage
in 2010, and finally found the remains using Remotely Operated Vehicles (ROV) this week.
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Wreck of theltata

Mr Carlos Cortes, one of the researchers working on the project, said: '"We can assure that for
Chile, the discovery of Itata is the most important in terms of underwater heritage." He added:
‘It is a great achievement to have completed this work. What follows is the launch of our
documentary of it.’

He explained that a few weeks ago, the team of UCN researchers had located the sinking
point, but without finding the remains of the ship. Mr Cortes added: 'The story changed only
a few days later, when 200 meters deep the images from the ROV confirmed that the
expedition was right near part of the boat.'
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