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Cataclysm on African continent a pending
world war

The Nile River has captivated mystery and myth from the time of ancient Greeks,
including Herodotus and Alexander the Great. Today she could become the cause of
a world at war.

By DARLENE CASELLA JUNE 19, 2021 16:19
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THE NILE RIVER is seen as the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam reservoir fills near the Ethiopia-Sudan border.
(photo credit: NASA/METI/AIST/JAPAN SPACE SYSTEMS/US/JAPAN ASTER SCIENCE TEAM/REUTERS)
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The Nile River has captivated mystery and myth from the time of ancient
Greeks, including Herodotus and Alexander the Great. Today she could
become the cause of a world at war.

Walrus-mustached British abolitionist Dr. David Livingston set out to find the
source of the Nile River in 1864. He joined endless cadres of adventurous
explorers that had searched for it since Herodotus made that attempt
around 400 BCE. When all communications from Livingston ended, Henry
Stanley led search caravans from Zanzibar to find Livingston. In 1872 Stanley
was finally able to utter the infamous words “Dr. Livingston, | presume.”

The Nile River has claimed romantic proportions for centuries, but today it
may become the genesis of war.

Dr. Livingston found the source of the Nile to be Lake Victoria in Uganda. It
flows north, and the basin passes through eleven countries: Uganda,
Tanzania, Rwanda, Burundi, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Kenya,
Ethiopia, Eritrea, South Sudan, Republic of Sudan, and Egypt. Her two
tributaries are the White Nile and the Blue Nile. The Blue Nile begins in
Ethiopia at Lake Tana. The two rivers meet north of the Sudanese capital of
Khartoum, before it flows into Egypt and through Alexandria to the
Mediterranean.

Construction of the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam (GERD), a $5 billion
mega hydropower dam on the Blue Nile River, began in 2012. This is being
built with Communist Chinese help, and would be the largest hydroelectric
power plant in Africa. Treaties in 1929 and in 1959 gave Egypt and Sudan
rights to Nile waters, and veto powers over upstream projects that would
affect their share of the water. These kingdoms have relied on the Nile since
ancient times. Cultural and historic sites are found along the river banks.
Egypt relies on the Nile for 90% of its water. GERD began without knowledge
or approval from Egypt or Sudan.

Ethiopia is filling the dam’s reservoir for a second time. Fearing Ethiopian
control of water, Egyptian President Abdul Fattah al-Sisi declared that Egypt
will take all necessary measures to protect their rights to the Nile waters.
Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed claims GERD is needed for electricity,
and responds that no force could stop building the dam.

This contentious project has been in mediation by the African Union, with no
progress. At the request of Sisi, then-president Donald Trump began a US
mediation. In the post-Trump era, Ethiopia thwarted the process in April.
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Cairo and Khartoum have asked the United States, the United Nations and
the European Union form an international agreement to govern how much
water Ethiopia releases downstream. The White House responded:
“President [Joe] Biden acknowledges Egypt’'s concerns about access to Nile
River waters. It underscores the US interest in achieving a diplomatic
resolution that meets the needs of Egypt, Sudan, and Ethiopia.”

An Egyptian delegation to Nairobi, Kenya, signed an Agreement on Defense
Cooperation. Egypt also has a Military Cooperation Agreement with Sudan,
Burundi and Uganda. Sisi hosted Qatari Foreign Minister Abdulrahman Al-
Thani in Cairo. Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain and the United Arab Emirates
are agreeing to drop their boycott of Qatar.

Egypt and Sudan are water-poor desert countries. The existential threat to
them is not exaggerated. The narrow Nile Valley is home to 90% of citizens
with expansive uninhabitable desert on both sides of the river valley. Lack of
water, drought, and famine would cause mass exodus across the Middle
East, to Europe, and perhaps even to the open borders of the US.

Without a political solution for this crisis, Cairo warns that a military option
is now on the table. A military strike on GERD would cripple the dam for
years. An armed conflict between Africa’s two largest nations is a horrific
prospect for Africa and for the world. Some alliances would join with Egypt
and some with Ethiopia, which would plausibly cause a wider war. History
shows us that this is how world wars have started.

The Nile, forever new and old,
Among the living and the dead,
Its mighty, mystic stream has rolled.

- Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

The writer is an internationally published writer, a former English teacher,
stockbroker, and owner/president of a small corporation. She is active with
Federated Republican Women, the Lincoln Club, the California Republican
Party, and can be reached at darlenecasella@msn.com.

Tags cairo sudan africa uganda

Sign up for The Jerusalem Post Premium Plus for just $5

Upgrade your reading experience with an ad-free environment and exclusive content

Join Now >

Popular in the Community

The 2020 CT5 Is Simply Amazing

Subscribe for our daily
newsletter

Your e-mail address

By subscribing | accept the terms of use and
privacy policy

Hot Opinion

Israel and PA need to
work together on COVID
By JPOST EDITORIAL

Netanyahu's transition
to Bennett is an insult to
By YAAKOV KATZ

My Word: The
Opposition and contrary
By LIAT COLLINS

It’s Israel’s political
system, stupid - opinion
By RUTHIE BLUM

Iranian election:
Changing faces, not
By SALEM ALKETBI

Most Read

1 Individual tourists to be
allowed into Israel
starting July 1

Netanyahu offered to
resign, let Benny Gantz
serve as PM - report

Do

3 Israel's newest prime
minister, Naftali Bennett,
begins premiership

4 Is Egypt planning to
retake control of the Gaza
Strip?

5 EU study finds
incitement in Palestinian
textbooks, kept from

Reporters’' Tweets

@ Lahav Harkov &

@LahavHarkov

Replying to @LahavHarkov

Here's my story with @KhaledAbuToameh

jpost.com/breaking-news/...

Palestinians reject Israeli deal to transfer ove...

The announcement came after Israel delivered a
first shipment of Pfizer COVID vaccine to the

jpost.com

O & 1h

@ Lahav Harkov &

@LahavHarkov

I'd get it if the PA said they lack the logistical ability to
distribute *all* the vaccines before they expire. But
rejecting them all and not even trying is gross

negligence. Also, only the 1st batch expires at the end
of June. The other 90% expire at the end of July.

O & 1h

Lahav Harkov Retweeted

y;"gf Democratic Majority for Israel &
@DemMaj4lsrael

'I
v ’

Israel agreed to give the
. 'Palestinian Authority ‘And they accepted

-

1 million vaccines | them, right?
£

e

]

87
‘And they accepted
-~ them, right?

QO [ Jun 18, 2021

Read all Tweets >

Search Topics Open >
AdChoices [> Advertisement

Information The Jerusalem Post Group Tools and services Sites Of Interest
About Us Breaking News JPost Premium The Jerusalem Post Conferences
Feedback Iran News Ulpan Online Conference production services
Advertise with Us Coronavirus JPost Newsletter Jewish Broadcasting Service
Terms Of Service World News JPost News Ticker Jerusalem Hotels
Privacy Policy JPost NY Conference Our Magazines Personas Media
Subscriber Agreement Diplomatic Conference Learn Hebrew KKL-JNF
JPost Jobs lvritTalk- Free trial lesson RSS feed Poalim Online
Cancel Subscription The Jerusalem Report JPost.com Archive
LDIA DON1')1 DDA Jerusalem Post Lite Digital Library
Customer Service March of the living Promo Content

Kabbalat Shabbat Special Content

Shapers of Israel
Maariv Online

Maariv News

The Jerusalem Post Customer Service Center can be contacted with any questions or requests:
Telephone: *2421 * Extension 4 Jerusalem Post or 03-7619056 Fax: 03-5613699 E-mail: subs@jpost.com

The center is staffed and provides answers on Sundays through Thursdays between 07:00 AM and 14:00 PM and Fridays only handles distribution requests between 7:00 AM

and 12:30 PM

For international customers: The center is staffed and provides answers on Sundays through Thursdays between 7AM and 14PM Israel time Toll Free number 1-800-448-9291

Telephone +972-3-761-9056 Fax: 972-3-561-3699 E-mail: subs@jpost.com

Copyright © 2021 Jpost Inc. All rights reserved * Terms of Use « Privacy Policy

Designed by


https://www.jpost.com/
https://www.jpost.com/opinion
https://www.jpost.com/opinion/cataclysm-on-african-continent-a-pending-world-war-671473
https://www.jpost.com/opinion/cataclysm-on-african-continent-a-pending-world-war-671473
https://www.jpost.com/opinion/cataclysm-on-african-continent-a-pending-world-war-671473
https://www.jpost.com/opinion/cataclysm-on-african-continent-a-pending-world-war-671473
https://www.jpost.com/tags/cairo
https://www.jpost.com/tags/sudan
https://www.jpost.com/tags/africa
https://www.jpost.com/tags/uganda
https://payments.jpost.com/paywall/paywallpersonaldetails?utm_source=jpost&utm_medium=site_banner&utm_campaign=premium
https://www.jpost.com/opinion/cataclysm-on-african-continent-a-pending-world-war-671473
https://www.jpost.com/author/jpost-editorial
https://www.jpost.com/opinion/israel-has-equal-interest-in-seeing-palestinians-receive-covid-vaccines-671495
https://www.jpost.com/author/jpost-editorial
https://www.jpost.com/author/yaakov-katz
https://www.jpost.com/opinion/netanyahus-transition-to-bennett-is-an-insult-to-israel-opinion-671346
https://www.jpost.com/author/yaakov-katz
https://www.jpost.com/author/liat-collins
https://www.jpost.com/opinion/my-word-the-opposition-and-contrary-forces-671311
https://www.jpost.com/author/liat-collins
https://www.jpost.com/author/ruthie-blum
https://www.jpost.com/opinion/its-israels-political-system-stupid-opinion-671343
https://www.jpost.com/author/ruthie-blum
https://www.jpost.com/author/salem-alketbi
https://www.jpost.com/opinion/iranian-election-changing-faces-not-politics-opinion-671322
https://www.jpost.com/author/salem-alketbi
https://www.jpost.com/twitter
https://www.jpost.com/landedpages/aboutus.aspx
https://www.jpost.com/landedpages/feedback.aspx
https://www.jpost.com/advertise
https://www.jpost.com/landedpages/termsofservice.aspx
https://www.jpost.com/landedpages/privacypolicy.aspx
https://www.jpost.com/landedpages/contract.pdf
https://www.jpost.com/jpost-jobs
https://www.jpost.com/landedpages/CanceledSubscryber.aspx
https://www.jpost.com/advertise-in-hebrew
https://www.jpost.com/customer-service
https://www.jpost.com/breaking-news
https://www.jpost.com/middle-east/iran-news
https://www.jpost.com/coronavirus
https://www.jpost.com/international
https://conferences.jpost.com/conference/newyorkconference2020/home
https://conferences.jpost.com/conference/diplomatic2019/2019-11-21/about
https://www.ivritalk.com/?aff=JPostIcon
https://www.jpost.com/jerusalem-report
http://www.jpostlite.co.il/
http://marchoftheliving.jpost.com/
https://congress.jpost.com/global-kabbalat-shabbat/
https://landingpage.jpost.com/genesis/genesis.aspx
https://www.maariv.co.il/
https://www.maariv.co.il/news
https://payments.jpost.com/paywall/paywallpersonaldetails
https://members.jpost.com/ulpanonline/ulpanonlinehome.aspx
https://www.jpost.com/subscribe-daily-email
https://www.jpost.com/landedpages/newsticker.aspx
https://www.jpost.com/LandedPages/Subscribe.aspx
https://members.jpost.com/LandedPages/hebrew.aspx
https://www.jpost.com/RSS/
https://www.jpost.com/articlearchive/listarticlearchive.aspx
https://www.jpost.com/magazineprint/digitallibrary.aspx
https://www.jpost.com/PromoContent
https://www.jpost.com/Special-Content
https://www.jpost.com/LandedPages/Conferences
https://www.jpost.com/landedpages/conferenceproductionservices.aspx
http://jbstv.org/
http://www.danhotels.com/JerusalemHotels/?utm_source=jpost&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=footer&utm_campaign=jpost-dan
http://www.personasmedia.co.il/
http://www.kkl.org.il/eng/
http://www.bankhapoalim.com/?refferer=Jpost&subject=hp
https://dynamic-cdn.spot.im/yad/optout.html
https://www.jpost.com/
https://www.jpost.com/PayWalllogin?returnUrl=%2Fopinion%2Fcataclysm-on-african-continent-a-pending-world-war-671473
https://www.jpost.com/coronavirus
https://www.jpost.com/israel-news
https://www.jpost.com/israel-elections
https://www.jpost.com/international
https://www.jpost.com/middle-east
https://www.jpost.com/american-politics
https://www.jpost.com/archaeology
https://www.jpost.com/opinion

