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Focus Maine at Fort Kent mean to the people Jackson said.

Three Aroostook County residents were
recently inducted into the Maine Franco
-American Hall of Fame. Inductees
included Lise Pelletier of Fort Kent,
Diane Castonguay of St. Agatha and
Rep. John Martin, D-Eagle Lake.
“There are only a handful of people in
the history of our state who have had
the type of profound impact on our
government, our laws and our lives like
John,” said state Senate President Troy
Jackson, D-Allagash.
“In almost an act of defiance, John grew
up speaking both English and French.
He then spent his life serving the Maine
people almost as if to set the record
straight for the history books about the
value of Maine Acadians and their
contributions to the state,” Jackson said.
Martin grew up speaking both French
and English in the St. John Valley, two
decades after the Maine Legislature
banned the speaking of French in
school. This law sought to stamp out the
language and culture that connected
Franco-Americans with their ancestors,
heritage and culture. Martin has spent
his life serving the people of Maine,
advocating for Maine Acadians and
elevating the contributions of FrancoAmericans, Jackson said.
In the Legislature, Martin has served in
both the House and the Senate, serving
10 terms as Speaker of the House. He’s
worked for members of Congress and
on presidential campaigns, all while
t ea chi n g po lit ica l sci e n c e a n d
government to students at the
University of Maine at Fort Kent.
Throughout his career, language has
become a powerful bridge. His ability to
speak both French and English is what
has allowed him to travel to Frenchspeaking democracies around the world
to teach students about how the U.S.
government works.
“It’s hard to put into words what the
Acadian Archives at the University of

of the St. John Valley, who once
thought their language, culture and
heritage would disappear forever,”
Jackson said of Lise Pelletier.
“Lise has been instrumental in making
the archives what they are today, a place
where Maine Acadians can reconnect
with the past and ensure the stories of
their ancestors will never be forgotten,”
he said. “I’m extraordinarily grateful to
Lise for her service to the St. John Valley
and her contributions to the Maine
Acadian community.”
Pelletier served as UMFK’s director of
the Acadian Archives — Archives
acadiennes —
a research and
preservation center about Acadians of
the St. John Valley and FrancoAmericans of New England, where she
performed research, gave presentations
on the history of Acadia and the St.
John Valley and hosted guest speakers,
workshops and cultural events.
Pelletier was a member of the Congrès
mondial acadien 2014 and has an MA
in French from the University of Maine.
“The preservation of Maine’s Acadian
Heritage has been made possible largely
due to the role of Maine’s historical
societies and the commitment of Maine
Acadians, like Diane Castonguay of St.
Agatha, to keep the Acadian language
and culture alive in their communities,”

“Diane embodies what Maine Acadians
have contributed to our communities.
She is a pillar of the community and
longtime special education director, who
has gone above and beyond for the
students she teaches and her neighbors.
I’m grateful for her friendship and
service to our community,” he said.
Castonguay is a member of the board of
directors of the Ste-Agathe Historical
Society and has worked to preserve local
genealogy and history, in addition to
helping share French and Acadian
culture with the next generation.
She spent her life serving her
community as a teacher at both the
University of Maine at Fort Kent and
Madawaska High School, and as a
selectperson for the town of St. Agatha.
She was unable to accept her induction
into the State of Maine FrancoAmerican Hall of Fame in person.

Below, pictured left to right, Senate
President, Troy Jackson, inductees,
Lise Pelletier and Representative
John Martin
Missing that day, Diane Castonguay.
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MAHC Preservation Grants In Action
The Maine Acadian Heritage Council is proud to contribute to the preservation of local societies' historic
buildings: The Fort Kent Historical Society has started preservation work on its Daigle-Dubé House; the SteAgathe Historical Society has added a one-room schoolhouse to its site; and the Madawaska Historical
Society is restoring and preserving the Albert House.

Jean-Baptiste Daigle House in Fort Kent
Alan Dumond and Son Construction of Fort
Kent has restored the roof with original
materials on our historic 1840 Acadian JeanBaptiste Daigle House and removed the
remaining masonite from the exterior to reveal
and restore the original clapboard. The Fort
Kent Historical Society has been the beneficiary
of many MAHC Preservation Grants, and the
restoration of this National Historic Register
site would not have been possible without the
support of MAHC and NPS. This years grant
in the amount of $4,126.000 was very helpful.

MAHC
gratefully
acknowledges
the generous
financial support
of our partner,
the

National Park
Service.

Putt-Putt in parade (right)
Fort Kent Historical Society Scarecrow
Festival parade float 2021. Our newly
refurbished 1946 Fairmont Railway motor
car or “Putt-putt” restored by volunteers
Raymond Cyr and Gilman Pelletier. Driven
by FKHS and MAHC Board member, Danny
Nicolas
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Albert House in Madawaska
MAHC approved a $4,126.00 preservation grant to help redo the roof of
the Albert House and now it is done! In the spring of 2022, a complete
redo of the inside of the house will make it possible to show again.
The Madawaska Historical Society was well represented during this
summer’s Acadian Festival with Fran Gendreau demonstrating the making
of pot-en-pot and offering an interactive rope-making session with Zoë and
Sage Gendreau-Distler while involving other youth. The You Tube videos
are posted on the Madawaska Historical Society Facebook page.
The Madawaska Historical Society has also revamped the Tante Blanche
museum and the schoolhouse during the summer, much to the enjoyment

Longfellow School in Ste-Agathe
(left) The Longfellow School, now situated at the Ste
-Agathe Historical Site since August 31, 2020, has
new windows. The project, with the support of a
$4,126.00 grant from the Maine Acadian Heritage
Council, was completed in September. Work will
continue with the installation of the doorway some
time soon. Seen as the school's new neighbor is the
cedar shingle mill shelter that was built to house the
1880's steam operated cedar shingle mill donated by
Paul Lavoie.

Musée culturel du Mont-Carmel in Lille

MAHC approved a preservation grant of over $4,100.00 for
continued work on the ceiling of the former church in Lille.
Removing the tin revealed this! Original stenciling as well as hand
painted medallions, each with a different motif.

Maine Acadian Heritage Council / Conseil d’héritage acadien du Maine

Page 4

Wylie House in Frenchville

The Frenchvillle Historical Society was very busy this past
summer with several preservation projects at the Wylie
House. Two tin ceilings which were damaged years ago by
a leaking room were removed and a new tin ceiling was
installed over new plywood. We would be remiss if we
did not acknowledge the $4,126.00 grant we received
from the Maine Acadian Heritage Council in conjunction
with the National Park Service. Without these monies,
this project would have been deferred for years,
promoting further damage.

Digital Newsletters of Ste-Agathe Historic Society Now Available
The Ste-Agathe Historical Society annual newsletters from 1979 to 2020 have been digitized and can now be downloaded from
the Long Lake Public Library’s Web page. Simply click on the More menu. Also of interest is the fact that the St. Agatha High
School Yearbooks (starting in 1953) and the Wisdom High School Yearbooks (starting in 1966) can also be viewed from the
LLPL’s Web Page. Now that the cooler season is upon us the historical society’s collection of family albums, history of the town
albums, history of the parish albums, school albums, Daughters of Wisdom albums, soldier albums, plus more have all been
moved to the Long lake Public Library. This way they can be assessable to you even though the historical site @ 534 Main Street
is closed until June of 2022.

Célébrons les Acadiens de la vallée St-Jean!

