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Child support enforcement: cost effective, 
reduces child poverty, and promotes 

personal responsibility

•In 2016, 426,000 children were lifted out of poverty 
thanks to child support collections
•95% of collections go to families
•But its reach – the number and percentage of poor, 
single-parent families it is helping – and its 
effectiveness have diminished over the past ten years



Current Assistance Order 
Amounts

With percent change since 2001



States with Decreases in Current 
Assistance Order Amounts



Percent of $0 Orders For Current 
Assistance Cases



States with Large Increases or 
Historically High in $0 Orders

Percent of Current Assistance Cases with $0 Orders 

 FY 2001 FY 2006 FY 2011 FY 2016 Percent Change
Indiana 0.01% 1.07% 10.52% 17.17% 171630.77%
Massachusetts 0.01% 6.19% 6.92% 7.58% 65059.35%
New Mexico 0.01% 0.01% 2.16% 2.94% 29345.73%
Michigan 0.06% 2.91% 6.14% 8.18% 12660.37%
Nebraska 0.29% 6.94% 9.71% 12.01% 4050.52%
Illinois 1.07% 19.12% 6.32% 11.61% 981.32%
New Jersey 0.17% 0.58% 0.85% 1.86% 966.95%
Mississippi 0.58% 0.61% 0.61% 5.20% 794.81%
Montana 0.84% 2.36% 4.05% 5.33% 531.30%
South Carolina 1.91% 0.57% 10.00% 10.09% 427.80%
Hawaii 1.18% 1.98% 5.84% 5.96% 405.42%
Texas 0.30% 0.82% 1.14% 1.43% 377.64%
Connecticut 4.10% 7.15% 13.45% 17.81% 334.57%
Pennsylvania 10.44% 7.31% 36.78% 41.01% 292.68%
Tennessee 4.42% 11.73% 15.04% 16.83% 280.88%
West Virginia 10.12% 16.73% 27.39% 38.24% 278.00%
Wisconsin 6.75% 16.49% 14.42% 19.94% 195.48%
GeoMean 1.62% 3.11% 4.06% 4.66% 187.82%
California 17.46% 26.00% 39.29% 43.17% 147.29%
Oklahoma 2.12% 2.49% 3.38% 5.10% 140.91%
Washington 1.38% 2.73% 3.10% 3.24% 134.39%
Minnesota 6.29% 15.34% 14.82% 14.25% 126.66%
Iowa 1.86% 3.34% 4.26% 4.05% 118.10%
Delaware 2.22% 5.65% 9.48% 4.53% 103.88%



What should state commissioners 
do?

•Review order amounts and zero-dollar orders

•Mandate cooperation requirement for SNAP applicants

•Consider employment programs for non-custodial 
parents


