Growing up in the generation of the original Star Wars, 

becoming an adult in the second round, 


and now having children as the third round comes to a completion, 

I have spent a few hours 


reading fans hypothesis on what will happen in this ninth and final movie.  

We are also living in the one week aftermath 


of Game of Thrones ending last week, 



where in the lead up 




had fans posting their theories 




and complaining how this last season 






was not meeting their expectations.  




There are currently 1.5 million signatures 





asking for season 8 to be remade, 




while hunger and poverty take a backseat to these burning issues.  

From the headlines I have read in the news, 


these fan theories are starting to take up a quarter of the headlines.  



The Avengers Endgame had it's fare share 




and I am sure what ever sequels come out from it, 





will have fans guessing 





and contemplating the motives and intentions of the characters.

Knowing motives and intentions is the driving force behind all of this discussion.  


It is people wanting to feel like they know someone well enough, 



to be able to predict what is going to happen and why.  

Having this ability to predict the future 


is a very powerful ability, 



especially if you were actually right.  

But as the Apostle Paul laments in Romans 7:15, 


“I do not understand what I do. 



For what I want to do 




I do not do, 



but what I hate 




I do.” 

But the power of predicting motives and intentions


is one that does not have a whole lot of checks and balances.  

Can I predict what is going to happen next?  


Most of us can usually do okay about 50 percent of the time.  

But when asked why we guessed the way we did, 


even if it sounds sustainable and logical, 



it may not be the reason why someone did it.

In the series for Harry Potter, 


I did not expect that Snape, 



the mean professor who was always picking on Harry, 


was acting the way he did, 



because he loved Harry's mother when we was a student 20 years before.  



I thought he was just bitter 




because he did not get the position he wanted.  


But I was usually correct in guessing 



that he was going to be hard on Harry.  




Sorry if I dropped a spoiler for you.

This predicting 

and claiming to have a full understanding of characters and people in life 


is on the table today, 



because Judas Iscariot is the focus of our passage today.  

In these three sentences, 


we have the beginning of a wonderful place for imagination to run wild, 


for us to perform our college psychology prognosis', 



and tell the world why Judas did what he did.  

And if we do so, 


we join the hoard of Theologians 



who have already paved the way for us.

This text has been picked apart, 


along with the other gospels, 



to bring about many theories.  

Some I like more than others.  


But we will peek at the building blocks put forward with Matthew's version so far.

Up until this point, 


all that is known about Judas Iscariot from Matthew,



is that he was one of the 12.  

Though when listed back in chapter 10, 


his future betrayal was acknowledged there.  

Other than that, 


Matthew gives us no other information about Judas.  

The gospel writer John has a bone to pick with Judas however.  


He has his own fan theories going.  



He acknowledges that he was the treasurer, 




that he embezzled as the treasurer, 



and implies that Jesus called him the Son of the Devil 




after they acknowledged him as the Messiah.  


John also has Judas alone objecting, 



rather than all of the disciples 




to the woman anointing Jesus.

But Matthew doesn't have the axe to grind that John does.  


He acknowledges his infamous action when Judas is mentioned, 



but does not give us pieces to build on as easily as John.  

Matthew is trying to teach the church 


how to be the church.  

In doing so, 


he has all of the disciples complaining about the anointing, 



because we are all liable to complain about such a thing.  

But the anointing has set up this moment of contrast that I mentioned last week.  


Jesus in a leper's house, 



being anointed with oil worth and years wages.  


Judas in the High Priest's Palace, 



selling Jesus, 



betraying Jesus 




for 30 pieces of silver.  

These contrasts 


give us insight into the message Matthew is proclaiming, 



but does not provide conclusive evidence for Judas' motive.  

The 30 pieces of silver reference 


has two possibilities that lead to conclusions.  

One is the amount that you need to pay in Deuteronomy 


in order to reimburse someone if your bull gouges 



and hurts one of your slaves or servants.  


Jesus is then seen as the suffering servant, 



who is gorged at the hands of the Roman soldiers physically 



and Jewish people emotionally.  

Our other trail to follow 


is more likely the route that Matthew intends, 



as Zechariah 11 tells of the two shepherds.  

And the one that the people rejected after trying to better their lives,


 is to be paid 30 shekels of silver for the work that was done 



as the people rejected the good shepherd.  

Using the rates of silver at the time, 


for the months work of work he had done, 



they are going to pay him between 4 days to 4 weeks of wages




depending on which silver coin used.  

So any conclusion that Judas did this to get rich are misguided.  


But it sharpens the contrast that we heard last week 



from the years wage being poured on Jesus, 


and now 



not even a full month at minimum wage 




Jesus being betrayed for.

The place where Matthew is harder on Judas than the others, 


is that he has Judas asking what he can get 



for handing Jesus over.  


Making it seem like Judas was looking for some benefit for his betrayal 



that he was going to do anyway.  

But this just further promotes more theories about Judas' motives.  


Was he doing it to force Jesus' hand 



and make his kingdom come, 




as he is bringing God's Kingdom




 into conflict with the Kingdom of this world?  


Are greed and hate joining together to produce betrayal?


Is he doing it out of disappointment, 



as the high position he had for himself in his mind is fading, 




as Jesus continues to talk of dying?  

But these motives, 


while they might help us conjure lessons about 



how we ourselves should 



or should not act, 


they are not the point.  

The point is that Jesus is being handed over, 

betrayed by a man that is 


and will remain close to him.  

This is a man who will be at supper with him, 


will sit through the meal,


dip his bread in the same bowl, 


then go out 



and get the authorities to arrest Jesus with a kiss.

The point is,


Judas is us.  

His name tells us as much.  


While it was a common name, 



the reason it is a common name is soon seen.  

Judah is a familiar name to all who know Israel's history.  


Israel's original name was Judah.  

So if you are going to be a little original, 


you change a letter 



and it does not carry all the baggage, 



but still available to carry the quality meaning in the name.  

We see the popularity, 


in that two of the twelve disciples had the name Judas, 



as did one of Jesus' brothers.  


I have heard of people doing something like this with the name Eve.  

But any of the theories we want to plant on Judas for betraying Jesus, 


we must realize that we are liable for too.  

While Judas is tagged as the one who betrayed Jesus, 


the other 11 will desert him that same night.  

While Judas took money before bailing, 


before each miraculous feeding, 




all the disciples argued with Jesus about the cost.  

No matter our situation in life, 


Jesus' words in the Sermon on the Mount come home to rest upon us.  



“No one can serve two masters, 




he will hate the one 




and love the other.  



You can't serve both God and Money.”  

How often do we float between these two options?  


Doing what is right often costs more, 



at least up front.  


What can I get away with and still pay less?  

We are Judas through and through.

So when we are trying to figure out the reasoning behind Judas' actions, 


it gets tricky.  

Partly because, 


as  Jeremiah 17:9 proclaims, 



“The heart is deceitful above all things 




and beyond cure. 



Who can understand it?”  

The mysteriousness of evil is not easily outlined.  


It has many factors, 



for good 



and for bad working together 




to bring about its fruition.  

But to say that there is just one reason why Judas did what he did to Jesus, 


is to simplify the complexity of you and me.  

Even bringing in all the knowledge that we currently have of the human psyche, 


we could only make hypothesis about factors, 


but not be able to draw a clear conclusion 



as to why Judas is ready and willing to hand Jesus over.

From his question to the High Priest's, 


we can hear some disappointment in the way Jesus is doing things, 


we can hear some desire to initiate change.  

But to say why Judas does it, 


is to simplify the mystery of evil.  
Nonetheless, 


we each have our various theories as to why Judas did this.  



Whether it was to bring in the kingdom, 



for the money, 



disappointment in the way Jesus was handling things, 



or feeling distant and out of place, 


what ever the reason that rings most true to us, 



we can only examine clearly one person's heart.  




Our own.

As the saying goes, 


we hate most in others 


what we hate most in ourselves.  

So whatever we put on Judas, 


may be a good reflection concerning our relationship with Jesus.  

Has he been a source of income 


that seems to be drying up?  

Did you have great plans about your life and faith, 


that seem to be heading on a new course that you don't like?  

Is Jesus not bringing his Kingdom to this earth fast enough?  

Whatever your reason, 


talk to Jesus about it.  

Don't postulate 


and just put your theory on a fan page on the internet.  

Put it before your Lord and Savior 


and allow him to show you 



how he has something greater in store 




through all of your disappointment.
