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What’s Next?

DIRECTION Magazine

The tennis court resurfacing, electronic sign, mini golf and fitness
park are just the beginning of the Waskesiu Recreational
Area Renewal. The Waskesiu Recreation Association (WRA)
has developed a
Master Plan for
the
recreation
property at the
corner of Montreal
Drive and Waskesiu
Drive. You can look
forward to seeing a
multi-sport court,
a picnic shelter,
benches and new
paths to name
a few future improvements. We are planning what to develop
next with the WRA. Stay tuned for more information and in the
meantime, your donations to the Waskesiu Recreation Renewal
are welcome!

Saskatchewan Parks and Recreation Association heard good
things about the Waskesiu Foundation and how it works with
community partners to revitalize our recreation facilities. They
requested and published an article about this in their fall 2018
issue of DIRECTION magazine. It fit in well with the magazine’s
fall 2018 theme of “Recreation: Revitalize, Repurpose, Reuse”.
Read about Waskesiu on page 9 of DIRECTION Magazine Fall
2018 issue which is posted on our website, waskesiufoundation.ca.

The Waskesiu Foundation and Parks Canada are in discussions
about a new multi-season camp kitchen on the former warden’s
cabin site at the entrance to Crean Lake. The new boat-accessible
day-use area in this location will honour the contributions of the
Warden Service. We’ll let you know more as details become
available.
The Waskesiu Community Council’s “Vision 2020 and Beyond”
identifies a mid-to-longer term Waskesiu community vision with
input from the entire community. It is an important guide for
the Waskesiu Foundation. The first version of the action plan
was developed with community input in 2014. The Waskesiu
Community Council is in the process of reviewing the plan and
will be looking for further input in 2019.
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Help Us To Help Out
Your donations to the Waskesiu Foundation stay in Waskesiu to
make it a better place now and for future generations. Please
remember the Foundation in your charitable giving. Think of
us also when considering memorial donations or donations
in recognition of someone. You can donate to the Waskesiu
Recreation Renewal or to our general funding. It is easy to
donate by credit card on our website. Talk to us or your
accountant about the capital gains tax advantages of donating
securities in-kind rather than selling them and donating the
proceeds.
We also have longer term ideas for giving. Remember
Waskesiu Legacy, where you can make a gift as a portion of
your estate, including cash, securities, life insurance, an RRSP or
a RRIF. Or perhaps our Endowment Fund appeals to you. The
Endowment Fund supports the Waskesiu Foundation in a unique
way. The key difference is that your donated principal remains
forever intact and invested. The Foundation uses only the
interest earned, making this a predictable, dependable source of
annual funding. Your Endowment Fund donation could benefit
your grandchildren and even their grandchildren; it’s a donation
that lasts more than a lifetime. Use the Contact Form on our
website if you would like to discuss any of our donation options.
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What a year!
Your fantastic support made 2018 a memorable year
in Waskesiu. Let’s take a look at what your generosity
accomplished…

Little AL’s Mini Golf
Little AL’s Mini Golf is an incredible addition to the
opportunities offered by the Waskesiu Recreational
Association. The Grand Opening on July 14 was a
tribute to what this community can accomplish. The
course is named in recognition of Alan Vincent Hadley
Logue, and his bright VW van called Little AL. Alan’s life
was cut short by leukemia at age 22. He was a Waskesiu
seasonal resident, a natural athlete who loved activities
and sports of every kind, including golf.
This is no ordinary mini golf. Each hole of the course is themed
to Waskesiu and Prince Albert National Park. Start your game
by registering at the replica of Grey Owl’s cabin. The first hole
features, of course, the iconic Waskesiu Lobstick tree. Other holes,
for example, are Pelican Paradise (Lavallée Lake/pelican),Westside
Wilderness (west side of PANP/bison), Sandy Shores (beaches/
sand castle) and Rawhide’s Roost (Ajawaan Lake/beaver lodge).
Each hole has an interpretive sign, not only explaining the hole’s
theme, but also explaining how to experience the real thing
within the park. Who knew mini golf could be educational as
well as fun? Thanks to the hole sponsors, the individual donors
and the hard work by the Waskesiu Recreation Association.
Your positive feedback and support has been truly rewarding. We
were so pleased to hear your first reactions like “Outstanding!”
and “Double A+”. It was great to see families having fun
especially on cool and cloudy days. If you missed your chance to
buy mini golf gift certificates at Christmas, think about birthdays,
Mothers’ Day and Fathers’ Day. Call the Waskesiu Recreation
Association at 306-663-4510 and leave a message or email
wrawaskesiu@gmail.com if you would like to purchase gift
certificates. Check out the course on our website photo gallery.

Gordie Howe Memorial Fitness Park
It was inspiring to see adults of all fitness levels and ages
working out on the new outdoor gym or fitness park. It is a free,
convenient way to stay fit on holidays doing similar activities
as you do in your gym at home. It is complemented by a set of
fitness accessories including kettle balls, battle ropes, climbing

rope, gymnastic rings, med balls, and athletic bands. Whether
you like box jumps, med ball throws, ab crunches, pull-ups, or
pistol squats, you can do it all here. We installed the fitness park,
in partnership with the Waskesiu Recreation Association, near
the tennis courts.
On August 5, we were thrilled with the turnout at the ribbon
cutting by Murray Howe, author and son of the late Gordie
Howe. The Saskatchewan native known as Mr. Hockey, worked,
golfed and fished his summers at Waskesiu. Knowing the
importance of fitness to his career, we were proud to dedicate
this facility as the Gordie Howe Memorial Fitness Park.
How appropriate it is to have this facility in Waskesiu which he
said was his favourite place on earth.

office, only a handful of people knew of its significance. The
Waskesiu Foundation and Waskesiu Heritage Museum responded
to a challenge from historian, Bill Waiser, to do something about
it. We installed an interpretative sign beside the memorial tree
this year, recounting the story along with archival photographs.

The Need
for Speed!

Replica Shack Tent and Signage
Unless you have a discerning eye, you may not even know the
Waskesiu Heritage Museum’s Shack Tent has been replaced. This
popular display at the museum will demonstrate the story of
early Waskesiu seasonal residents for years to come. The original
shack tent from the 1930’s was rotting away, but with the help
of your donations and volunteer labour, an identical replica was
constructed last spring to replace it. It is so well done that one
of the long-time volunteer museum interpreters didn’t notice the
change! Also new are the upgraded outdoor signs for the shack
tent, portable cabin and rail cart. The official ribbon cutting took
place at a coffee party in honour of PANP’s 90th anniversary on
August 10.

Memorial Sign at Kapasiwin
Many people do not
realize there was a
tragic canoe accident
on Waskesiu Lake in
the late 1920’s that
took the lives of four
people near what later
became
Kapasiwin
Bungalows. Those who
died were buried there,
but their graves were
moved to Christopher
Lake when Kapasiwin
Bungalows
was
developed. A memorial
tree was planted in
approximately 1935
near the former grave
site. While it is now the
largest tree near the
Kapasiwin Bungalow

Events and more events
We really stepped up our game of offering community events
this year. We replaced our annual dinner with the Sipping Social
in July which turned out to be a huge success. We organized
several events linked to Gordie Howe Day in August. For the
under-12 crowd and their parents, we organized a Treasure Hunt
in August. Read below for details.

SaskTel high speed
internet
became
available to Waskesiu
residents
and
businesses as of July
25. A true community
effort over much
of 2017 made this
happen. For a high speed internet installation to be viable in
our seasonal community, much was required: a combination of
businesses, Parks Canada, permanent residents and seasonal
residents expressing interest to sign up, financial contributions,
dedication to the cause by community organizations, and a
willingness by SaskTel to negotiate. Call 1-800-SASKTEL to book
a seasonal installation for your cabin or cottage this summer.

Disc golf signage
We’re happy the disc golf course, a Waskesiu Foundation project
from 2012, is gaining popularity. We upgraded the signage this
summer and fall. The weathered sign was replaced and the frame
posts were stained. A new roof with cedar shakes was added so
it matches other interpretative signs and bulletin boards in the
townsite.

Sunday morning was a beautiful and sunny day for an outdoor
book signing with Murray on the grounds of the Waskesiu
Heritage Museum. For the two hour event, people came
to buy their personalized copy of “Nine Lessons I Learned
from my Father” and to visit with Murray. Following the book
signing, a large crowd attended the grand opening of the
Gordie Howe Memorial Fitness Park. Check out the signage
that commemorates the fitness park in Gordie Howe’s honour.
The last event of the day was the dedication of a sign at the
Waskesiu Golf Course which highlighted Gordie’s connections
there. He worked as a groundskeeper, drove the first hole green
two times using a three wood, and has his name on six trophies,
including the 1954 Lobstick trophy.

Treasure Hunt

Sipping Social
We noticed at our previous annual dinners that the reception
and the opportunities for visiting were most popular, so we built
on that by introducing our sold out Sipping Social on July 14.
People mingled or sat and visited. They wandered to the many
food stations offering gourmet sliders, craft beers, a Caesar
drink bar, sushi, cheeses, snacks and desserts. We were pleased
with your enthusiastic response to this format and we promise
another great event on July 13, 2019. Circle your calendars now
to attend and stay tuned for more information in the new year
as our planning progresses.

Gordie Howe Tribute
The weekend of August 4 and 5 was all about the late Gordie
Howe and his passion for Waskesiu. The Waskesiu Community
Council and Parks Canada declared Sunday August 5 as Gordie
Howe Day. Our community was fortunate to have Murray Howe
and his wife Colleen in attendance. Murray is the son of Mr.
Hockey, Gordie Howe, and the author of “Nine Lessons I Learned
from my Father”. The weekend kicked off on Saturday with over
100 people attending our event called “Howe Fortunate” to hear
Murray tell stories about his father, the connections Gordie had
with Waskesiu over his lifetime and about Murray accompanying
Gordie on his final visit to Waskesiu a few years ago. People had
the opportunity to eat, to chat with and to be photographed
with Murray after the event and to purchase his book, complete
with a personalized message and signature.

Arrrrrr Matey… Terrace Gardens was the site of a kid-friendly
Treasure Hunt on August 11 where we threw a pirate-style party
to celebrate the 90th anniversary of PANP. There were activities
and fun geared for children under 12 including sensory play,
make and take, swab the deck, walk the plank, a full sized
pirate ship and lots of pirate food. Cryptic clues led the children
out to Waskesiu Foundation projects where they participated in
fun activities such as digging for pirate treasure, searching for
pirate ships on the smoky horizon, playing a hole of mini-golf
and doing activities at the Museum where they learned how
people lived without electricity. Thanks to our sponsors, the
young pirates went home with great memories and lots of loot.
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