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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK…

“Be mindful of your mercy, O LORD, and of your steadfast love, for they have been from of old.”
--Psalm 25:6
Imagine, if you will, a family dinner feast.
The settings are each immaculately prepared; the aromas of delicacies waft through the air; and an
unending selection of foods line the table while beverages flow to contentment.
Around the table, everyone is gathered: young and old, rich and poor, of all social demographics.
Here, there is a place for everyone…and even the children sit at the dining room table and not at a
separate one of their own.
Joy and revelry fill the air and there is no place setting for grief, loss, and sadness for those feelings
no longer are strong.
As people continue to arrive, the banquet feast just grows larger—seemingly vast enough to house
an infinite number of guests.
Yet, these are not guests. Though they all look different, sound different, and have come from
different places; these are family. One family.
This is the joyful feast of the people of God!
This is the family banquet of God’s redeemed, made one body through our Savior Jesus Christ.
Imagine if it was real.
But what if I told you it is?
And what if I told you to make that vision true, YOU need to be part of it.
Would you?
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On Sunday, October 1, 2017, the banquet feast will be set and shared by Christians all around the
globe—from war-torn areas to places where subversive Christianity is still necessary; in small town
churches and big city cathedrals; with brass elements and simple wood-turned chalices; across real
and man-made barriers of communication, denomination, boundary, and practice.
If one were to take all those banquet feasts and put them together in one place, it would be but a
foretaste of the resurrection banquet awaiting each one of us who place our faith in Jesus Christ.
This truly is WORLDWIDE COMMUNION, and Christ invites you to the table.
Here, at the table of grace there is no place to put on airs; no space for the eye over glasses look or
the stare of indignation. All are welcome to the table Jesus sets for us; and He bids us come as we
are.
Why? Because at this table, we are reminded that in our brokenness we are made whole in the
community of faith; just as Christ was broken and made whole on that resurrection morning.
Because at this table, we are reminded that through God’s mercy even our sins cannot hold us back
from sitting in the grace of God and being loved for who we are--if we but humble ourselves before
Christ. Because at this table, we are one; as Christ prayed that we might be—one across
denominations and demographics; one as a family of God.
Not every family feast is a cause of celebration. But this one; well it is.
Here you are loved and you are called beloved.
This is your invitation to take your place at the table and join in the feast!
Come and bring your friends, because Christ invites us, “that we may all be one.”
So let’s celebrate together!

See you in church,

Pastor Jeff
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Worship Highlights: October 2017
THE BOOK OF FAITHFUL STORIES
October 1

WORLDWIDE COMMUNION SUNDAY
We reflect upon the parable of the unwilling worker and enter the
vineyard for the 2nd of 3 vineyard tales of faith. Will you work the
vineyard with us today?
Join us for Worldwide Communion Sunday as we gather with Christians
everywhere around the table of grace and reflect upon “seeing but not
perceiving.” All are welcome

October 8

Oh the joys of tenant farming! What happens when the tenants are no
longer good stewards? Who are we in these “Vineyard Tales?” It’s a
veritable who’s who of faith. Come unravel the meaning of the parable of
the tenants and let us grow in faith together!

October 15

What to wear? What to wear? Ever been there?
We open the parable of the Wedding Feast to discover the reality of God’s
expectations and the blessings of God’s grace. Come and see if the lesson is
really about clothing or something much deeper…

October 22

A Time to Rend…
Jesus teaches a valuable lesson in stewardship and faithfulness through the
parable of the coin, all while quieting the rumbling of the scribes and
Pharisees who question his authority in faith. What lesson does this teach to
Christians in the modern world?
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October 29:

The 500th Anniversary of the Reformation
Our storytelling pauses for an interlude on God’s greatest theme:
LOVE, as a question and answer session turns on a dime…

OCTOBER HIGHLIGHTS
SUNDAY ADULT STUDY
During the month of October, our Sunday Adult study group will
be looking at the testimonies of faith in Scripture and then sharing
in a time of self-reflection on personal stories of faith. Some may
even wish to share their faith journeys as the sessions draw to a
close. All are welcome. We meet in the Conference room at
10:45 am or right after Circle of Sharing.
CROP:
The Annual Walk for the Christian Rural Overseas Project (CROP) will be held on
Sunday, October 8, 2017 in the afternoon. There is a registration table in the foyer of
Ehrhart Hall for those who would be willing to walk in the event here in the
Perkasie/Sellersville area. All are welcome to participate.

BLESSING OF THE PETS:

St. Stephen's UCC will host a Blessing of the Pets service on the church lawn
on Sunday, October 1, 2017, at 3 pm. All are welcome to come and bring
their dogs, cats, birds, reptiles and other assorted pets to share in this service
celebrating creation and the relationships we share with our furry, scaly,
feathery friends. All are welcome! Please bring whatever is necessary to
clean up after your pet. We are seeking one or two volunteers from the
membership to serve as hosts and greeters outside that day. Please see Pastor
Jeff if you are able to help out. (In the event of inclement weather, we will
gather on Sunday, October 15 at 3 pm).

SAFE TRICK OR TREAT:

St Stephen’s UCC will be open on Halloween Night
from 6 pm to 9 pm for Safe Trick or Treat, sponsored by our Fellowship Ministries. Stop by
the church for treats, a warm space to warm up and fellowship. Volunteers to be at the
church are welcome too!
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ST. STEPHEN’S
BOOK GROUP GATHERINGS
OCTOBER - DECEMBER 2017

MEETING ON SATURDAY MORNINGS ON THE DATES LISTED BELOW
9:30AM TO 11:30AM UPDATED TIME, as of 9/23/2017
AT ST. STEPHEN’S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST, PERKASIE PA
FOR MORE INFO CALL STEPHANIE AT 610-762-9137
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2017, 9:30 – 11:30AM
The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society
by Mary Ann Shaffer & Annie Barrows
Written with warmth and humor as a series of letters, this novel is a celebration of the written word in all its
guises, and of finding connection in the most surprising ways. “I wonder how the book got to Guernsey?
Perhaps there is some sort of secret homing instinct in books that brings them to their perfect readers.”
January 1946: London is emerging from the shadow of the Second World War, and writer Juliet Ashton is
looking for her next book subject. Who could imagine that she would find it in a letter from a man she’s never
met, a native of the island of Guernsey, who has come across her name written inside a book by Charles
Lamb….
As Juliet and her new correspondent exchange letters, Juliet is drawn into the world of this man and his
friends—and what a wonderfully eccentric world it is. The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society—
born as a spur-of-the-moment alibi when its members were discovered breaking curfew by the Germans
occupying their island—boasts a charming, funny, deeply human cast of characters, from pig farmers to
phrenologists, literature lovers all. Juliet begins a remarkable correspondence with the society’s members,
learning about their island, their taste in books, and the impact the recent German occupation has had on
their lives. Captivated by their stories, she sets sail for Guernsey, and what she finds will change her forever.
Written with warmth and humor as a series of letters, this novel is a celebration of the written word in all its
guises, and of finding connection in the most surprising ways.
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SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2017, 9:30 – 11:30AM
A Drop in the Ocean by Jenni Ogden
On her 49th birthday, Anna Fergusson, Boston neuroscientist and dedicated introvert, arrives at an unwanted
crossroads when the funding for her research lab is cut. With her confidence shattered and her future
uncertain, on impulse she rents a cabin for a year on Australia's Great Barrier Reef. However Turtle Island,
alive with sea birds and nesting Green turtles, is not the retreat she expected. Here she finds love for the
eccentric islanders who become her family; for Tom, the laid-back turtle whisperer; and for the turtles whose
ancient mothering instincts move her to tears. But Anna finds that even on her idyllic drop in the ocean there
is pain, and as the months fly past her dream for a new life is threatened by a darkness that challenges
everything she has come to believe about the power of love. Evocative and thought-provoking, A Drop in the
Ocean is a story about second chances and hard lessons learned in the gentlest of ways."

DECEMBER 16, 2017, 9:30 – 11:30AM
Searching for Sunday: Loving, Leaving, and Finding the Church by Rachel Held Evans
New York Times bestselling author Rachel Held Evans embarks on a quest to find out what it really means to
be part of the Church. Like millions of her millennial peers, Rachel Held Evans didn't want to go to church
anymore. The hypocrisy, the politics, the gargantuan building budgets, the scandals--church culture seemed so
far removed from Jesus. Yet, despite her cynicism and misgivings, something kept drawing her back to Church.
And so she set out on a journey to understand Church and to find her place in it.
Evans' quest takes readers through a liturgical year with stories about baptism, communion, confirmation,
confession, marriage, vocation, and death that are funny, heartbreaking, and sharply honest. A memoir about
making do and taking risks, about the messiness of community and the power of grace, Searching for
Sunday is about overcoming cynicism to find hope and, somewhere in between, Church.
_________________________________________

All book descriptions can be found on the specific book’s description on Goodreads.com
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IMAGINING ANOTHER WORLD
IS POSSIBLE

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY –
OCTOBER 1
St. Stephen’s will celebrate communion on
October 1st , World Communion Sunday, as
Christians around the world gather to observe our
unity in the Body of Christ. As we partake of the
meal of grace, please remember the needs of
others by bringing food donations for the
Pennridge Area FISH food pantry (see list
below). You may drop off your donations at the
Sixth Street entrance to the sanctuary. We will
also receive offerings for Neighbors in Need, one
of four special collections taken for Our Church’s
Wider Mission.

Neighbors In Need
Special Mission Offering
Communion Sunday
October 1, 2017
The first Sunday of October we will be receiving
the Neighbors in Need offering which supports
ministries of justice and compassion throughout
the United States.

PENNRIDGE AREA CROP WALK

The Pennridge FISH Pantry is currently in need of
the following items:





























Take a hike for hunger during the 33rd annual
Pennridge CROP Walk for the Hungry, Sunday,
October 8. Registration for the five mile route
begins at 12:30 p.m. at St. Andrew’s Lutheran
Church, 20 Dill Ave., Perkasie. The Walk, held
rain or shine, begins at 1:15 p.m. Registration for
the shorter “Golden Mile” route begins at 12:30
p.m. at the Sellersville scout cabin in Lenape
Park. Bring canned goods to donate to the
Pennridge FISH food pantry. Twenty-five per
cent of all proceeds go to Pennridge FISH for
local hunger use. The remaining funds will be
used by Church World Service and its partner
agencies for hunger and disaster relief in the US
and globally. For more information, visit
www.crophungerwalk.org/perkasiepa or contact
Mary Long at maryflong@hotmail.com.

100% Fruit or Vegetable Juice
Spaghetti and other pasta
Spaghetti sauce
Rice and Rice mix
Pasta sides
Canned fish and tuna
Canned meat, beans
Canned chili and stew
Canned fruits and vegetables
Dried fruit
Pancake Mix
Pancake syrup
Cold and hot cereals
Dry potatoes
Gravy, broth
Soups, all kinds
Cake mix and frosting
Flour and Sugar
Condiments, spices, cooking oil
Peanut Butter and Jelly
COFFEE, tea and hot chocolate
Diapers, sizes 1,2,3,4,5,6
Diaper Wipes
Bath Soaps and shampoos
Laundry detergent and cleaning products
Paper towels, toilet paper, tissues
Gluten Free and Diabetic foods
Feminine products, toiletries, shaving items,
deodorant, toothpaste

Friday “Fellows” Fellowship
October 6 is at East Rockhill Filling Station
& November 3 at 7:00am
Join the “men of St. Stephen’s” for a morning of
breakfast and fellowship.
For more information, contact Dave
Alexander at 215-257-7019

Thank you so much for your continued support!!
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WHAT’S HAPPENING at ST. STEPHEN’S
NOVEMBER INTERGENERATIONAL
CHURCH SCHOOL:

LOOKING AHEAD TO NOVEMBER . .

CELEBRATE GRATITUDE

Daylight Savings Time Ends November 5th
(Turn clocks back one hour.)

Don’t forget to move your clocks
back one hour on Saturday night so
that you show up at the right time on Sunday.

All Saints Sunday - November 5th
In observance of All Saints Day, we
will remember the saints of St.
Stephen’s who have died in the last twelve months
on Sunday, November 5th, during the service of
worship. As the names are read, the church bell
will be rung in memory of our friends and loved
ones.

All ages are invited to join us after Circle
of Sharing as we gather in Ehrhart Hall
on October 29, November 5, and
November 12th.

Harvest Home Sunday
Sunday before Thanksgiving, November 19th, we
will gather as Christ’s family for our annual
Harvest Home celebration. After the worship
service we will gather for a festive harvest
luncheon. Please reserve the date, November 19th.

October 29:
For What are We Thankful?
Please bring with you:

As a token of your gratitude and desire to share
God blessings of grace and love, we ask that you
bring donations for the Pennridge Area FISH. The
children will present a portion of our gifts at the
time of the offering.
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Person: Photo or object that is a reminder of a person
who has been a blessing.
Place: Photo or memento of a vacation spot or a
beloved corner of the home or yard.
Thing: Some device or object that has made life easier.
Event: Photo or memento of an event that brought joy
this year.
Talent: Something that symbolizes a talent that has
been enjoyed.
Mistake or misfortune: Something that symbolizes a
mistake or misfortune that turned out to be a blessing.
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OUR CHURCH FAMILY
OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
10/01
10/02
10/03
10/04
10/06
10/07
10/09
10/11
10/12
10/13
10/14
10/16
10/19
10/21
10/22
10/23
10/24
10/25
10/27
10/29
10/31

Dear Friends,

Edward McKeever, Emma Nogami
Monroe Hunsberger
Debra Riddick, Jayna Sophie Wesley
Riley Hager
Patricia Madara
Hayley Smeraldi
Jonathan Strohm
Dennis Detweiler, LaRue Hinkle
Lori Schuster, Amy Egan
Robin Rantz
Patrick Egan, Jodie Detweiler,
Kendall McKeever
Terry Weirback, Kristen Boor
Carol Slingsby, Cheryl Johnson
Matthew Vaders
Jeanne Parker
Janet Hardner, Frank Scholes
June Cressman
Mazie Seachrist
Glenn Landes, Jennifer Beck
Janet River
Sara Ann Welsh, Robert Winn

Many thanks for all your cards and
prayers during the last few months. My surgery
went well and I’m feeling pretty good.
Special thanks to Pastor Jeff and Pat
Donahue for their visits and to Sparkie for
delivering the altar flowers last Sunday.
I hope to see you soon.
Sincerely,
Joe Parker

Dear Members of St. Stephen’s,
I just wanted to say thank you for your
prayers, thoughts & get well cards. It meant a
lot to me!
Sincerely,
Joyce Schneider (Bookkeeper)

Happy Birthday
Dear Members of St. Stephen’s,

Thank you for the many cards, get well wishes, altar flowers and prayers that have been sent to me
during the past few months.
It has meant so much to me to hear from so many people, former children’s choir members, senior
choir members, handbell members, and congregational members.
Each contact I have received has been a wonderful addition to the many, many fond memories I
have from St. Stephen’s.
My health has greatly improved and I am trying to get used to my new “retired position”, but will
always miss doing the work I loved doing for so many years.
Thanks again for your prayers and love!

Love,
Jean
9

HAPPENINGS IN THE COMMUNITY

Perkasie Fall Festival
October 1, 2017
Noon – 5:00 PM
Menlo Park &
Perkasie Towne Center
Entertainment for all ages:
In its 16th year, Perkasie’s Fall Festival offers
fun for the whole family. Menlo Park plays
host to pony rides, a petting zoo, inflatables,
face painting, scarecrow making and a host
of children’s entertainers and other activities.
Perkasie town center has a craft and vendor
show, pumpkin decorating, food, musicians
and train rides. New this year, a large
covered tent and event area features Harry
Potter crafts, games, entertainment and a
costume parade.
A free trolley shuttle connects the 2 locations.

PERKASIE FIRE COMPANY
Annual Fire Prevention Open
House will be held Thursday,
October 12, 2017 from 6-9pm.
Snacks and refreshments will be
provided.

St. Paul’s United Church of
Christ
104 Green St., Sellersville, PA
215-257-7268 ~ www.stpaulsucc.net
HOMEMADE
CHICKEN POT PIE
DINNER
Saturday, October 28, 2017
4 – 7 PM
$10.00 for Adults
$5.00 for Children
6-12 years old
Under 6 Free
$8.00 for Take-Out Quarts
$5.00 for Pickle Cabbage Quarts
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St. Stephen’s United Church of Christ
110 N. Sixth Street
Perkasie PA 18944
Return Service Requested

Time Sensitive Materials
Mailed: September 28, 2017

Please visit our website at www.stephensucc.org
for the latest information from St. Stephen’s UCC.

World Communion Sunday &
Neighbors In Need Offering
Sunday, October 1, 2017

St. Stephen’s United Church of Christ
110 N. Sixth Street, Perkasie, PA 18944
215-257-6460
www.thessperkasie.org
Facebook: Saint Stephens UCC, Perkasie PA
Instagram: StStephensucc
Twitter: @Stephensuccperk
Email: office@thessperkasie.org

(Non-perishable food items being
collected for Pennridge FISH pantry)

Rev. Jeffrey A. Wargo - Pastor
Email: pastor@thessperkasie.org
Office Hours: Tuesday & Wednesday 9am – 11am

CROP WALK
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 8th

Jean Dager – Director of Music
Patricia Kimbel – Office Administrator
Office Hours: Mon - Thurs 9:15am – 2:15pm
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