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August Meeting
Our next meeting will be August T' at
7PM. This will be our last meeting before the symposium and since the symposium is late August we have cancelled
the September meeting. The next meeting will be October 3^.
Remember to bring items for the raffle. This is a good way for the club to
make money and it's fun to see the interesting woods, nic-nacs, and tools that
people bring. And don't forget the I n stant Gallery. Bring in your latest project. My latest project resembles the
mesquite barbeque brickettes but that's
another story.

New President
I am sure many of you know by now
that our president, Gary Martin had to resign due to family illness and his wife's
accident. We wish him well and hope to
see him in the future.
We had a meeting of the board members and officers to work on the symposium and discuss what should be done
about the presidency. Mike Zinzer volunteered to lead the symposium and to act as
president through December. We will
elect a new president at the end of the
year. I f you are interested, talk to one of
the officers. This is a rewarding and challenging position. You get to work closely
with a lot of the members and make some
good friends. The board has decided to
have more meetings so that we can be
more involved in the day to day operations of the club and to share the responsibilities of organizing the symposium.

TAW Symposium
Speaking of the symposium.
Arrowmont is a great place.
Gatlingburg is fun and the 4
speakers we have are very good.
Jimmy Campbell gave us a peak
at some of the classes to be
taught during the symposium.
Here's a quick look. Hollow
turning, lidded vessels, texturing,
closed forms, platters, using the
chain saw, bowl gouge basics,
wood structure and tree identification and more.
Bring your items for the
auction and for the instant
gallery. The auction is a lot of
fun and bringss in money for the
club so we can offer more great
programs for you. I f your not
able to attend the symposium
send your items by on of the
other members.

July Demonstrator
Jim Hadden was our wonderfull
demonstrator for July . He
turned an ornament from honduras mahagony. Start by truing
up a 2"xl0" blank between centers and turning a tenon on one
end. I f your lathe isn't as sturdy
as the clubs make the blank a
little shorter. Mount the blank in
the chuck or faceplate and support the end with the tailstock.

Turn the ornament ball
and then remove the tailstock to finish turning that
end. Sand the ball. Drill a
hole almost to the end with
a J acobs chuck and a 5/8"
drill. Tape on the drill bit
is a good depth gauge. Jim
hollowed the ball using an
angled hollowing tool that
he made. I ' l l publish directions on making this tool
later. Clean out the chips
frequently by blowing
through a straw inserted in
the hole. Make sure the
lathe is off and don't inhale.
When you finish hollowing, clean up the opening which always gets a
little dinged. Then turn the
other end of the ball until
there is a tenon that is less
than Vz" diameter. Sand
this portion. Depending on
the finish you can apply it
now or wait until the ornament is complete. When
it's ready to be removed
from the lathe drill the rest
of the way through and the
ornament should free itself
and lay on the drill bit.
Mount a 1" square piece
in the chuck for the finial.
Move the tailstock up and
rough out the finial. Shape
the bottom finial with the
tenon located toward the
headstock. The tenon
should fit the 5/8" hole
drilled in the bottom of the

A r t i c l e by

Tom Berent
I had the opportunity to spend an
evening with a fellow woodturner this
month and wanted to tell of my experiences.
] would classify myself as a novice
and this person an experienced turner.
We struck up a conversation at a recent
meeting and he said "come on over
sometime and I'll show you how it's
done". So I did and it was more than a
highly enjoyable evening.
Seeing a demo once a month during
Tuesday night meetings is great
but this gave me the opportunity for
some hands on learning. A n d learn I
did. In this article it is not my intention
to describe the process of the pieces we
worked on but to tell of the "little"
things I picked up along
the way that are making me a better
turner and to encourage others to give
this kind of knowledge sharing a try.
Our goal for the evening was to make
a skew and hollowing tool
out of drill rod and turn a couple of handles with brass ferrules for them.
The handles were some cherry that I had
brought, the ferrules were cut to
size from brass plumbing nipples and
1/4" drill rod was turned into a skew and
hollowing tool after annealing, grinding,
tempering and
sharpening. I couldn't do justice to the
description of how to do all of that so I'll
let you get that information from another article and turn my
attention to descriptions of some things I
learned and discussions we had.
On turning:
'* After having someone guide my
hands with a spindle gouge, the light
went off in my head and I now know the
pleasure of controlled cuts with a spindle gouge. Up to this point, I'd twist the
gouge this way and that
and come away with O K results but I
now feel like I finally know what the
tool is capable of doing and how to control it. I know what to practice now.
This was probably the most useful thing
that I picked up while we worked together.
* We used a 3/8" spur drive and I
could see that it was infinitely better
than the I 1/4 " drive that came with my
lathe. This was one of

the things that I decided I needed to
buy.
* I was surprised how fairly easy it

light eolored wood.
'* He admits that he tends to
sand more than he's seen other

was to turn brass on a wood lathe.

people.

Light cuts prevented chattering and be

likes to turn his dust collector off

careful of the potentially sharp

and on with his nifty remote con-

I think it's because he

shavings mixed in with the wood chips

trol. Y o u can't fault the finished

while cleaning.

product!

'* We both had trouble with tear out

* A n d Briwax does have an in-

while turning some very

teresting smell!

old, very dry maple and decided to try

The experience, knowledge and

wetting the wood to see if that would

friendship I walked away from

help.

that evening with are far more

'* Rounding off the bottom of a bowl

valuable than tools we created

gouge at the edge where the

(and they are pretty nice tools!).

bevel meets the bottom of the shaft may

A n hour of guided hands on may

prevent dents where it rubs the bowl

save someone months of trial and

while turning.

error. There are qualities there

On the lathe:

that just can't be gotten from a

'* We used a speed of 2400RPM for all

book or video. It's about the

of our turning. I've tended to use

camaraderie as well as the learn-

lower speeds than that at home and was

ing. I keep talking

encouraged to turn up the speed a bit.

about the "experienced" and the

Faster speeds allow the cut to proceed

"novice" turner. I think that if

faster and your body movements are

any of us, regardless of our ex-

more fluid. This translates to smoother

pertise can get together like this,

curves.

both will benefit.

'* I struggled a bit with tool control
because the lathe height was a bit low

T h i s shop had sawdust on the
floor and unfinished projects

for me. Make sure yours is set right for

lying on the bench just like mine

you (bent elbow height).

and probably just like yours. So

On tools:

don't be embarrassed about the

•* I will make holders for all my

condition of your shop, find

tools, I will make holders for all my

someone else and share your

tools, I will make holders for all my

knowledge, or share your igno-

tools. It was nice to be able to see

rance. I bet you'll both find it's

and try out a variety of tools, many

worth the time invested.

homemade, including about six different kinds of parting tools, each hanging
from it's own little tool
home on the wall.
•* Even when you have holders for
all your tools there is still no place to
lay a tool down while you are working.
* Heating the tool tang with a torch
will allow you to drive it into a handle
easier as it bums a tang shaped hole in
the wood. Epoxy works well to hold a
handle in if necessary and you can just
heat it up if you ever have to
remove the tool from the handle.
On finishing:
We took a light and held it right
behind the tailstock during sanding and
the shadows highlighted the areas that
needed sanding. This was
V E R Y helpful.
•* When sanding the brass, don't sand
back toward the wood or the brass shavings will fill the pores and darken it.
It's probably OK on walnut but not on

Many thanks to my gracious
host!

ball. When it's sanded, part it off
and glue it to the bail.
Now turn the top finial with a
tenon that fits the top of the ornament. Apply a litte finish and
your done.
Christmas ornaments make very
good gifts for your family.
Thanks Jim for a great demo.

Mark Gardner Demo
Saturday the 15"' we had Mark
Gardner down from Cincinnati,
Ohio to teach us his specialty,
which is making handled vessels.
Mark's vessels have a raised area
about 1 "below the rim. He carves
away most o f it leaving 2 handles
and a raised band. They add a
very distinct look to his bowls and
hollow vessels. It would take way
to much space to write up all we
learned so I ' l l try to describe some
of the tips and techniques.
The first thing I noticed was he
sharpened his tools fi-equently. I
can always tell after I sharpened a
tool that I should have done it 10
minutes ago. I guess when you
turn as much as the professionals,
it's easier to tell when it gets dull.
Mark had 3 gouges all ground
to a slightly different angle. The
spindle gouge was grouud quite
sharply. This allowed him to
clean up the area under the handles and to keep the edges of the
raised rim clean. He said it was
really hard to sand these areas so
sharp tools were importarit.
One bowl gouge had a rather
blunt angle. This allowed him to
clean up the bottom of the bowls
easier. The other gouge had a
rnoTt noi'iiial on^lc v/itii tlic sides
groxmd back.. This was used to
shape and clean up most of the
bowl.

He uses "Klingspor" stearate,
lighu- weight sticky back sandpaper in 4" rolls. He cuts a piece
off and folds it back on itself.
This stuff doesn't clog as bad and
the double thickness helps keep
you from burning yotir fingers.
Don't get the bowl too hoi or you
will get heat checks. This would
be a good time to try wax on you
sandpaper. Chris Stott used this
technique and it reduces the heat
created by sanding.
His large vessels are cut into 2
pieces, hollowed and then reassembled. I f you cut them at the
largest diameter the grain will
match better because there is less
fnatciial to iclnovc aucl it's glued

back together.
When cutting beads or raised
ridges on the side of a bowl it is
important to have the bowl sides
appeal
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raised portion. The sides should
form a continuous ciuwe as
thought the raised portion didn't
exist. This can be difficult to visualize. To help with this Mark
uses a contsur gauge. It's one of
those tools that looks like 30
pieces of wire trapped between 2
flat piece of metal. Press this
down over the raised portion and
it makes a negative contour of the
bcv.'l. It is pretty easy to lock at
this and see i f the line connection
the top and bottom is straight.
This is also a great tool for getting the curve of your bowl to
continue through the foot. This
tip alone was worth the price o f
admission. Of course the demo
was free. It was actual loy worth
10 times the pricea of admission.
What a wonderful day long
workshop. Thanks Mark for a
very good presentation.
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We meet on the 1 st Tuesday
of the month. The meeting
starts at 7 PM. We meet at the
Harpeth Hills Church o f Christ1949 Old Hickory Bivd- Brentwood, Tn 37027. Take 1-65
south of Nashville to the Old
Hickory Blvd. Exit 74-B. Cross
Franklin road, going 4.1 miles
(not quite to Hillsboro Pike). The
church is on the left side o f the
road. Facing the church, use the
left side entrance, half way down
the building near the back of the
sancmary. Everyone is welcome.

Membership in the Tennessee
Association of Woodturners is
open to anyone with an interest
in the craft of woodtuming.
Annual dues are $25.00.
Officers:
President - Gary Martin 615-8959207
Vice President-Jackie Potts 931583-2257
Secretary/Newsletter Editor
John Lucas 931-525-6400
Librarian-Mai Ciissold-615-3734881
Treasurer Jimmy Campbell 931381-9379
Imed. Past President- Mike Zinser

