
 

 

Agenda Item B.1 
   DISCUSSION/ACTION 

Meeting Date:  August 11, 2014 
___________________________________________________________________
___ 
 
 
TO: Planning Commission Chair and Members 
 
FROM:  Jennifer Carman, Planning & Environmental Review Director 
 Anne Wells, Advance Planning Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Zoning Ordinance Project Module 3 Part 3: Regulations Applying to 

Multiple Districts 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
It is recommended that the Planning Commission receive a presentation and provide 
feedback on the Zoning Ordinance Project Module 3 Part 3: Regulations Applying to 
Multiple Districts. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The City initiated the Zoning Ordinance Project (Project) with the purpose of 
preparing new zoning regulations that are consistent with and reflective of the City's 
adopted General Plan. This Project has been designed to provide opportunities for 
public input: we have a new website up and running for the project, 
www.GoletaZoning.com, where we post documents, including a background paper 
on “Approach to Zoning” and our “Public Outreach Plan” and provide information on 
prior and upcoming meetings. Residents can submit comments there as well as 
directly to us. 
 
Since the kickoff of the Project in October 2013, staff and consultant, Dyett & Bhatia, 
have conducted the following public meetings: 
 

• two days of interviews with members of the public and City decision-makers 

• nine presentations before the Planning Commission regarding the content of 
the new Zoning Ordinance outline and modules 

• six Open House sessions with the public to review the Project; and 

• a public meeting on the Project environmental review scoping document. 
 
The purpose of this staff report is to transmit a portion of Module 3 for Planning 
Commission review and feedback. This portion of Module 3 is also accessible on 
GoletaZoning.com under the "Documents" link. 
 

http://www.goletazoning.com/
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DISCUSSION: 
 
Module 3 Part 3, Regulations Applying to Multiple Districts, the subject of this 
Planning Commission meeting, proposes regulations that apply throughout the City 
and establishes a Citywide regulatory framework. The proposed standards and 
requirements build on existing development regulations and guidelines, examples in 
peer communities, and comments received during public meetings for Modules 1 
(Administration and Permits) and 2 (Base and Overlay Districts). 

At this meeting, staff is seeking Planning Commission feedback regarding four 
chapters of Module 3 including: 
 

Chapter 17.38 - Nonconforming Uses, Structures, and Signs 
Chapter 17.42 - Signs 
Chapter 17.43 - Standards for Specific Uses 
Chapter 17.44 - Telecommunications Facilities 

 
To facilitate the Planning Commission discussion, staff and consultant will break 
down the content of the four chapters through a series of slides. An Open House 
session with the public will be hosted by staff and consultant prior to the Planning 
Commission meeting regarding Module 3. 
 
NEXT STEPS: 
 
This is the final Module for the Planning Commission's review. With the completion 
of Module 3, staff will prepare a Draft Zoning Ordinance for public review at which 
time workshops with the public will occur.  
 
Approved By: Prepared By: 
 
 
____________  _____________  _______             ________ 
Jennifer Carman Anne Wells 
Planning Commission Secretary Advance Planning Manager 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
1.  Zoning Ordinance Project Part 3 of Module 3: Regulations Applying to Multiple 

Districts 
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f. Real estate signs are not permitted in the public right-of-way, and 
must not obstruct pedestrian walkways or motorists’ line of sight, 
including line-of-sight for those exiting driveways. 

2. Directional Signs for Open Houses. Up to three off-site signs directing the 
public to “open house” events for the viewing of lots, premises, dwellings or 
structures that are for sale, lease, or rent, are permitted on private land, 
provided they comply with the following standards:  

a. No sign or signs exceeds four square feet in area, or three feet in 
height from finished grade. 

b. The sign or signs may not be placed more than 12 hours before the 
start or remain more than 12 hours after the conclusion of the open 
house event.  

3. Subdivision Signs.  In all zones, a maximum of 3 unlighted double-faced 
temporary subdivision signs, not exceeding 40 square feet in area per display 
face and 15 feet in overall height, may be erected and maintained with a 
subdivision during sale of the lots.  Such signs must be located within the 
subdivision and also be a minimum distance of 300 feet apart from each other.  
All subdivision signs must be removed at the close of escrow of the model 
complex houses. 

4. Construction Site Signs.  Unlighted freestanding or wall signs not exceeding 
32 feet in area are allowed in all zones. All such signs can be displayed only on 
the lot or parcel on which the construction is occurring and only during the 
construction period.  Such signs and support structures and fasteners must be 
totally removed prior to release for occupancy.   

5. Protected Non-Commercial Political and Free Speech Signs on Residential 
Uses. Non-illuminated temporary signs displaying protected non-commercial 
messages that are no more than four feet in height and no more than six 
square feet in area may be displayed at any time.  However, during the period 
of time beginning 60 days before a general, special, primary or runoff election, 
and ending 15 days after such election, the amount of display area may be 
doubled.  All signage displayed under this Section must be removed 15 days 
after the corresponding election.  Flags do not count toward the signage 
allowed under this provision. This display area allowance is in addition to that 
allowed under the message substitution provision of this Chapter.  

6. Protected Non-Commercial Political and Free Speech Signs on Commercial, 
Business, Industrial and Manufacturing Uses.  On commercial, business, 
industrial, and manufacturing uses, non-illuminated temporary signs displaying 
protected non-commercial messages, a maximum of six feet in height and 
totaling no more than 25 square feet in area, may be displayed at any time.  
However, during the period of time beginning 60 days before a general, 
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needy segment of the community. Review and approval of emergency shelters will not be 
deemed to be discretionary acts within the meaning of the California Environmental Quality 
Act (Division 13 (commencing with Section 21000) of the Public Resources Code).   

A. Number of Residents/Beds. Each shelter will contain a maximum of 50 beds and 
serve no more than 50 homeless persons. 

B. Separation. No emergency shelter can be located less than 300 feet from another 
emergency shelter, measured from the nearest property lines. 

C. Length of Occupancy. Occupancy by an individual or family may not exceed 180 
consecutive days unless a management plan provides for longer residency by those 
enrolled and regularly participating in a training or rehabilitation program.  

D. Hours of Operation. To limit outdoor waiting, the facility must be open each day 
for at least eight of the hours between 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 

E. Lighting. Adequate external lighting must be provided for security purposes. Lighting 
must comply with Chapter 17.37, Lighting. 

F. Parking. Off-street parking must be provided at the rate of one space per four beds 
plus one space for each employee on duty on the largest shift. 

G. Common Facilities. The shelter may provide one or more of the following 
common facilities for the exclusive use of the residents and staff: 

1. Laundry facilities; 

2. Central cooking and dining room(s); 

3. Recreation room; 

4. Counseling center; 

5. Child care facilities; and 

6. Other support services. 

H. Outdoor Activities. All functions associated with the shelter, except for children's 
play areas, outdoor recreation areas, parking, and outdoor waiting must take place 
within a building. Outdoor waiting for clients, if any, must be physically separated 
from the public right-of-way, and must be large enough to accommodate the 
expected number of clients.  

I. On-Site Management and Security. The agency or organization operating the 
shelter must submit a management plan to the Director demonstrating compliance 
with the following requirements: 
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8. Direct Sales Prohibition. Home occupations involving the display or sale of 
products or merchandise are not permitted from the site except by mail, 
telephone, internet, or other mode of electronic communication, unless 
permitted per Cottage Food Preparation as detailed below. 

9. Storage. There can be no storage of materials, supplies, and/or equipment in 
an accessory building, or outdoors. Storage may only occur within a garage if 
it does not occupy or obstruct any required parking space. Contractors whose 
work is conducted entirely off-site (and who use their home solely for 
administrative purposes related to the contracting business) may store 
construction, electrical, landscaping, plumbing, or similar supplies or materials 
within a single vehicle of one ton or less.  

10. Traffic and Parking Generation. Home occupations must not generate a 
volume of passenger or commercial traffic that is inconsistent with the normal 
level of traffic on the street on which the dwelling is located or which creates 
the need for additional parking spaces, or involve deliveries to or from the 
premises in excess of that which is customary for a dwelling unit. There may 
be no deliveries and/or pick-ups from commercial vehicles, except those used 
by mail and package carriers.  

11. Vehicles. Only one vehicle, owned by the operator of the home occupation, 
and not to exceed one ton in capacity, may be used by the operator in 
conjunction with the home occupation.  

12. Commercial Vehicles and Attachments. Home occupations involving more 
than one commercial vehicle parked on-site is not permitted. No attachments 
of equipment or machinery used for business purposes is be permitted either 
on the vehicle or on the site when the vehicles are not in use and such 
equipment or machinery is within view from the public right-of-way or 
neighboring properties. Storage of equipment and machinery attachments, or 
trailers are not permitted in areas visible from public rights-of-way or 
neighboring properties, unless part of an active approved construction project 
on the site.  

13. Equipment. Home occupations, which involve mechanical or electrical 
equipment which is not customarily incidental to domestic use is not 
permitted. Facsimile machines, copy machines, computers, and other similar 
business equipment are permitted. Small power tools, arts and crafts 
machinery, and similar equipment/machinery not exceeding two horsepower 
are also permitted. Commercial kitchens are prohibited. 

14. Hazardous Materials. Activities conducted and equipment or materials used 
must not change the fire safety or occupancy classifications of the premises, 
nor use utilities different from those normally provided for residential use. 
There must be no storage or use of toxic or hazardous materials other than the 
types and quantities customarily found in connection with a dwelling unit. 

15. Nuisances. A home occupation must be conducted such that no offensive or 
objectionable noise, dust, vibration, smell, smoke, heat, humidity, glare, 
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(2) A landscaping strip must be provided adjacent to the 
commercial side of the wall for a planting area for trees and 
shrubs on the commercial site. 

 

 

 

The minimum width of the landscaping strip shall be in 
compliance with the table below. If an existing shopping 
center or large-scale commercial retail use has existing physical 
constraints (structures, parking, circulation, etc.) that limit the 
amount of landscaping that can be provided when there is an 
addition or renovation, landscaping shall be required subject to 
the review and approval of the Planning Commission. 

i. Landscaping must be designed to visually screen the 
commercial development from the residences and to 
effectively break up the appearance of the wall. 

ii. The landscaping must primarily consist of drought-
tolerant evergreen shrubs and trees which may be 
located on berms; 

iii. Trees must be provided at a minimum rate of one for 
every 10 linear feet of landscaped area; and 

iv. The use of the landscaped strip for passive activities 
(e.g., lunch area, pedestrian path) will be subject to the 
approval of the Planning Commission. 

4. Sidewalks. Sidewalks must be provided along the full length of any side of a 
structure that features a customer entrance and along any side of a structure 
that abuts a public parking area. Where there is no storefront window, 
sidewalks must be located at least six feet from the façade of the structure to 
provide planting beds for foundation landscaping. 

5. Service Areas. Service areas (e.g., loading docks, trash areas, shopping cart 
storage and similar uses) must not encroach into the required setback between 
the commercial use and the Residential District/noise-sensitive use. 

TABLE 17.43.240.C3.B2: WIDTH OF LANDSCAPING STRIP 

Site Area (acres) Width of Landscaping Strip (feet) 

2 - 10 15 
10 - 25 30 
25 or more 50 
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2. Display Locations. 

a. If located in the public right-of-way, an encroachment from the 
Public Works Department is required. 

b. Location of the displayed merchandise may not disrupt the normal 
circulation of the site, nor encroach upon driveways, pedestrian 
walkways, or required landscaped areas, or obstruct sight distances or 
otherwise create hazards for vehicle or pedestrian traffic. 

3. Building Setback of 15 feet or less. Merchandise must be no closer than 15 feet 
from a public street unless the building is located closer to the street. If so, 
merchandise may be located closer than 15 feet 

4. Building Setback greater than 15 feet Outdoor sales must be located entirely on 
private property outside any required setback (or landscaped planter in zoning 
districts that do not have required setbacks), fire lane, or fire access way. A 
minimum setback of 15 feet from any public right-of-way is required. 

5. Location of Merchandise. Displayed merchandise must occupy a fixed, 
specifically approved and defined location that does not disrupt the normal 
function of the site or its circulation and does not encroach upon parking 
spaces, driveways, pedestrian walkways, or required landscaped areas. These 
displays must also not obstruct sight distances or otherwise create hazards for 
vehicle or pedestrian traffic. Specifically: 

a. A four foot pedestrian pathway must be maintained and not blocked 
by merchandise. If there is more than a four foot wide pathway 
provided, merchandise may be displayed in an area outside of the 
required four feet.  

b. If a portion of the pedestrian pathway is shaded by a building 
overhang, the four foot pedestrian pathway rather than the 
merchandise must be located under the overhang. 

6. Merchandise. Only merchandise generally sold at the business is permitted to 
be displayed outdoors. 

7. Signs. Additional signs, beyond those normally allowed for the subject use, 
must not be provided as a result of the outdoor display and sales area; 

8. Refuse/Litter. The operator must provide waste removal and is responsible for 
collecting trash after each event, including the parking lot, in compliance with 
Section 17.28.150, Refuse and Recycling Storage Areas. 

9. Signs. Signs may be provided in compliance with Chapter 17.42, Signs. 

10. Other Conditions. The Director may impose other conditions that would 
ensure the operation of the proposed temporary outdoor sales in an orderly 
and efficient manner. 
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dwelling; or (b) if it is a detached residential second unit, the unit removed or 
converted to a legal use. 

6. An attached residential second unit must share at least one common wall with 
the living area of the principal dwelling. 

7. In no event can the development of residential second unit be larger than 50 
percent of the existing original living area if the primary unit exceeds 1,400 
square feet. A detached second unit shall not exceed 1,200 square feet. 

8. The minimum gross floor area of an attached residential second unit is 300 
square feet. 

9. The total gross floor area of all covered structures, including an attached 
residential second unit, must not exceed 40 percent of the gross lot area. 

10. No attached residential second unit must cause the height of the principal 
dwelling to exceed the height limitation for the applicable Zoning District. If 
the attached second residential second unit is not located above any portion of 
the existing principal dwelling, the maximum height of such unit must not 
exceed 16 feet. 

11. An attached residential second unit may have a separate entrance, which may 
be located on the side or the rear of the principal dwelling; provided, 
however, in no event will any external stairwell be placed within the side yard 
setback. 

12. A residential second unit is not be permitted on a lot where there is a guest 
house or other dwelling or structure used for habitation in addition to the 
principal dwelling. If a residential second unit exists or is currently approved 
on a lot, a guest house or other dwelling may not be approved unless the 
residential second unit is removed or converted into a portion of the principal 
dwelling. 

13. A residential second unit must contain separate kitchen and bathroom facilities 
from the principal dwelling unit. 

14. No detached residential second unit can be located forward of the principal 
dwelling on lot sizes under one acre. The distance between the principal 
dwelling and a detached residential second unit must be at least 10 feet. 

15. In addition to the required parking for the principal dwelling, a minimum of 
one off-street parking space must be provided on the same lot that the 
residential second unit is located on for (a) each bedroom in the residential 
second unit; and (b) for each studio unit.  Additional parking must be 
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provided in accordance with the applicable parking regulations of the base 
Zoning District. 

16. If Design Review Permit is required, in addition to the application of the 
City's standard design guidelines and policies, the Director must consider the 
following standards: 

a. The second unit must be subordinate to the principal dwelling on the 
lot in terms of size, location and appearance. 

b. The exterior appearance and character of the second unit must be 
consistent with that of the principal dwelling. The design will take 
into consideration the use of the same exterior materials, roof 
covering, colors, and other architectural features. 

c. Any manufactured home proposed as a detached residential second 
unit must be consistent with the principal dwelling on the lot with 
regard to existing siding, and roof materials, roof pitch, and roof eaves 
and lot. 

d. Detached residential second units must comply with the front, rear and 
side setback requirements for the Zoning District that are applicable to 
the principal residential building. 

e. The dimensions and placement of windows within residential second 
units must be designed to protect the privacy of adjoining residences 
by minimizing views from windows within the second unit into the 
windows of the adjacent residential building or to outdoor living areas, 
such as decks, patios, terraces, and swimming pools.   

17. A residential second unit must have no more than two bedrooms. 

18. Upon approval of a residential second unit on a lot, the lot shall not be further 
divided unless there is adequate land area to divide the lot consistent with the 
General Plan and zoning designation. 

19. In the event of any conflicts between the standards set forth in this Section and 
those set forth in the regulations of the applicable Zoning District, the 
provisions of this Section will prevail. 

20. The Director may add other conditions, consistent with general law and 
applicable State and City standards, as necessary to preserve the health, safety, 
welfare and character of the residential neighborhood; provided, however, that 
such conditions must not unreasonably restrict the ability of an applicant to 
create a residential second unit. 
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1. General Requirements. Temporary outdoor sales, including but not limited to 
grand opening events, and other special sales events, on private property in 
non-Residential Districts are subject to the following standards: 

a. Except for Seasonal Sales, Temporary Outdoor Sales are part of an 
existing business on the same site and are limited to a seven-day period 
three times a year. 

b. Sales events must be conducted solely on private property and not 
encroach within the public right-of-way or occupy required parking, 
unless an alternative parking scenario is approved. Location of the 
displayed merchandise must not disrupt the normal circulation of the 
site, nor encroach upon driveways, pedestrian walkways, or required 
landscaped areas, or obstruct sight distances or otherwise create hazards 
for vehicle or pedestrian traffic.  

2. Seasonal Sales. The annual sales of Christmas trees,  pumpkins and similar 
items is permitted in accordance with the following standards: 

a. Time Period. Pumpkin sales are permitted from October 1st through 
November 7th. Christmas tree sales are permitted from November 
15th through December 31st. Seasonal sales associated with other 
holidays are permitted up to a month preceding and one week 
following the holiday. 

b. Goods, Signs and Temporary Structures. All trees, pumpkins, or other 
items for sale, as well as signs and temporary structures, must be 
removed within five days after the end of sales, and the appearance of 
the site shall be returned to its original state.  

3. Non-Profit Fund Raising. Fund raising sales by a non-profit organization for 
up to three days per event. 

4. Long Term Special Events and Sales. Other special events, outdoor sales, and 
displays that exceed seven consecutive days may be permitted in accordance 
with the following standards: 

a. Location. Events are limited to non-residential districts. 

b. Number and Duration of Events. No more than four events at one 
address shall be allowed within any 12-month period unless a 
Temporary Use Permit is obtained. The duration of any single event 
shall not exceed 30 days. 

c. Existing Business. Temporary outdoor sales must be part of an existing 
business on the same site. 
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d. No part of the antenna shall be located in the area between a building 
and the front or corner side property line, in a required interior yard, 
or in any parking or loading area. 

e. An antenna that exceeds these height limits or is located in a required 
setback may be allowed with approval of a Use Permit.  

5. Receive-only radio or television antennas not exceeding the maximum height 
in a Zoning District permitted by this Chapter, including any mast or receive-
only radio or television satellite earth station dish or parabolic antenna, so long 
as the diameter of the support pole does not exceed eight inches and subject to 
the requirements set forth below: 

a. Residential and Commercial Districts. 

(1) Satellite Dish One Meter or Less. A satellite dish not 
exceeding one meter (39.37 inches) in diameter that is for the 
sole use of a resident occupying the same parcel is permitted. 
Antennas extended vertically must be no higher than 12 feet 
above the roof to which they are attached or, if ground-
mounted, are placed on the ground between the rear of the 
main structure and the rear property line or on the rear half of 
the roof, and not located in any required parking or loading 
area. Antennas may not be located in the area between a 
building and the front or corner side property line or within 
five feet or the required setback, whichever is less, of any 
interior property line without approval of a use permit. 

(2) Other Antennas. A receive-only antenna other than a satellite 
dish that is for the sole use of a resident occupying the same 
parcel is permitted if it does not exceed 12 feet above the 
height of the roof. 

(3) Additional Requirements. In addition to the other 
requirements of this section, antennas in Residential and 
Commercial Zoning Districts must meet all the following 
criteria: 

i. Roof- or building-mounted antenna support structures 
can be no higher than needed to receive adequate 
reception of localized signals, not to exceed 12 feet 
above the roofline unless approved by the Planning 
Commission; 

ii. A television satellite dish antenna must be screened, to 
the degree feasible, by structures or landscaping so it is 
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not readily visible from public right-of-way and 
neighboring properties; 

iii. Antenna support structures and appurtenant structural 
surfaces must have subdued colors that blend with 
surroundings; and 

iv. In addition to being screened from view from public 
rights-of-way and neighboring properties, ground-
mounted television satellite dish antennas must be 
within a fenced area. The fence must be at least four 
feet in height, and must have no openings, holes or 
gaps larger than four inches in any dimension to 
prevent climbing. All gates and doors through the 
fence must be equipped with a self-closing latching 
device capable of keeping the door or gate securely 
closed when not in actual use. If the entire yard is 
enclosed by a fence higher than four feet in height 
with a self-closing gate, this provision will be satisfied. 

b. Commercial, Industrial, and Airport Districts. 

(1) Satellite Dish Two Meters or Less. Two satellite dish antennas 
each of which does not exceed two meters (78.74 inches) in 
diameter that are for the sole use of a permitted business 
occupying the same parcel are permitted if not located 
between the front of the building and the front property line, 
in any required side or rear yard, or in any required parking or 
loading area. A roof-mounted antenna must be located as close 
to the center of the roof as practical and may not exceed three 
feet in height when extended vertically. Antennas may not be 
located in the area between a building and the front or corner 
side property line or in a required interior rear yard without 
approval of an Administrative Use Permit. 

(2) Other Antennas. A receive-only antenna other than a satellite 
dish that is for the sole use of a permitted business occupying 
the same parcel is permitted if it is not located between the 
front of the building and the front property line, in any 
required side or rear yard, or in any required parking or 
loading area or exceed thirty feet above the height of the roof 
without approval of an Administrative Use Permit; 
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problems that would interfere with service.  Overhead facilities may be 
installed on existing utility poles where deemed appropriate by the 
City Manager.  

d. Facilities must be installed within existing underground ducts or 
conduits when such ducts, conduits or other underground facilities 
have volume or capacity available to third party operators. 

e. Overhead facilities may be installed on existing utility poles that are at 
least 25 feet in height.  The Director may approve replacement of an 
existing pole if deemed to have the same or better appearance than the 
existing pole.  No support structures other than utility poles are 
permitted. 

f. Facilities installed on existing utility poles should not be larger, more 
obtrusive, or more readily visible than the existing facilities and devices 
affixed to the pole.  No more than one antenna array may be attached 
to a utility or street light pole 

g. Pedestals, amplifier units, equipment cabinets, and similar above 
ground installations must be located at least six inches from any 
sidewalk and two feet from driveway and curb edges.  Such 
installation may not be placed in front of the primary entrance to a 
business or residence or at any other location where they would 
unduly interfere with the operation of a business. 

4. The facility must not be located within the Clear Zone of any airport unless 
the airport operator or the Federal Aviation Administration indicates that it 
will not adversely affect the operation of the airport. The height of an antenna 
and associated support structure proposed to be located within an area zoned 
as A-Airport Environs Overlay District (Chapter 17.18) must comply with the 
height limitations of that Overlay District. 

5. Shelters, cabinets and all ancillary equipment must be screened through the use 
of high quality materials and design to minimize visual impacts. Subdued 
colors and nonreflective materials that blend with surroundings must be used 
with wires and conduit installed in the pole interior or enclosed in a chaseway 
painted to match the support structures and monopole. 

a. Equipment Cabinets. Above ground and partially buried ancillary 
equipment, including support pads and cabinets, must be located 
where they will be the least visible from surrounding properties and 
the public right-of-way. 

b. Cabinets must be designed to be architecturally compatible with 
surrounding structures and/or screened using appropriate techniques 
to camouflage, disguise, and/or blend into the environment including 
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shelters, buildings, landscaping, fencing, color, and other techniques to 
minimize their visual impact. 

c. If an equipment cabinet cannot be adequately screened from 
surrounding properties or from public view or architecturally treated 
to blend in with the environment, it must be placed underground or 
inside the existing building where the antenna is located or in a new 
equipment shelter that meets the requirements of this chapter. 

6. All new buildings, poles, towers, antenna supports, antennas, and other 
components of each telecommunication site must be initially painted and 
thereafter repainted as necessary with a non-reflective paint.  The lessee must 
not oppose the repainting of their equipment in the future by another lessee if 
an alternate color is deemed more appropriate by the decision-maker in 
approving a subsequent permit for development. 

7. Antennas and any poles or other structures erected to support antennas must 
be visually compatible with surrounding buildings and vegetation, and 
screened from public view to the maximum extent feasible.  Screening to the 
maximum extent feasible must include the following measures: 

a. Roof-Mounted Antennas. Roof-mounted antennas, except whip 
antennas, must be blended or screened from public view in a manner 
consistent with the building’s architectural style, color and materials. 

b. Wall-Mounted Antennas; Façade-Mounted Antennas.  Wall-mounted 
antennas must be painted or enclosed to match the color and texture 
of the wall or façade on which they are mounted. Cables and 
mounting brackets must be hidden. Shrouds may be required by the 
decision-maker to screen wall-mounted antennas. 

c. Building Mounted Installations.  For building-mounted installations, 
support equipment for the facility must be placed within the building. 
If the reviewing authority determines that such in-building placement 
is not feasible, the equipment must be roof-mounted in an enclosure 
or must otherwise be screened from public view in a manner approved 
by the reviewing authority. Roof-mounted equipment must comply 
with the height limits applicable to the building as detailed in the 
Zoning District.  All screening used in connection with a building-
mounted facility must be compatible with the architecture, color, 
texture and materials of the building to which it is mounted.  If the 
support equipment cannot be placed within the building or roof-
mounted, then that equipment will be treated as a ground-mounted 
installation, and Subsection (d) below applies. 

d. Ground-Mounted Installations.  For ground-mounted installations, 
support equipment must be screened in a security enclosure approved 
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necessary to ensure compliance with applicable noise limitations under 
Chapter 17.40. 

3. Disturbed areas associated with the development of a facility must not occur 
within the boundaries of any environmentally sensitive habitat area. 

4. Co-location on an existing support structure is required for facilities permitted 
pursuant to Section 17.42.030.  All proposed facilities will be assessed as 
potential co-location facilities or sites to promote facility and site sharing so as 
to minimize the overall visual impact.  Sites determined by Planning and 
Environmental Review to be appropriate as co-located facilities or sites will be 
designed such that antenna support structures and other associated 
appurtenances, including but not limited to, parking areas, access roads, 
utilities and equipment buildings, may be shared by site users.  Criteria used to 
determine suitability for co-location include but are not limited to the 
visibility of the existing site, potential for exacerbating the visual impact of the 
existing site, availability of necessary utilities (power and telephone), existing 
vegetative screening, availability of more visually suitable sites that meet the 
radiofrequency needs in the surrounding area, and cumulative radiofrequency 
emission studies showing compliance with radiofrequency standards established 
by the Federal Communications Commission.  Additional requirements 
regarding co-location are set forth pursuant to Section 17.42.050(C). Co-
location on an existing support structure is required for facilities permitted 
pursuant to Section 17.42.030 unless: 

a. The applicant can demonstrate that reasonable efforts, acceptable to 
the decision-maker, have been made to locate the antenna(s) on an 
existing support structure and such efforts have been unsuccessful; or 

b. Co-location cannot be achieved because there are no existing facilities 
in the vicinity of the proposed facility; or 

c. The decision-maker determines that co-location of the proposed 
facility would result in greater visual impacts than if a new support 
structure were constructed. 

5. No more than three telecom facilities may co-locate at a single site unless the 
decision-maker finds that: 

a. The net visual effect of locating an additional facility at a co-location 
site will be less than establishing a new location; or, 

b. Based on evidence submitted by the applicant, there is no available, 
feasible alternate location for a proposed new facility. 

6. Support facilities (e.g., vaults, equipment rooms, utilities, equipment 
enclosures) must be located underground, if feasible, if they would otherwise 
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proposed to be located on or within may be permitted in order to comply 
with applicable development standards. 

a. Antennas, associated support structures, and equipment shelters must 
comply with the height limit of the Zoning District that the project is 
located in subject to the limitations and exceptions provided below. 

b. Antennas, associated support structures and equipment shelters may 
exceed the height limit of the Zoning District that the project is 
located in under the following circumstances: 

(1) The antenna, associated support structure and equipment 
shelter is located within an existing building or structure. 

(2) The antenna is mounted on an exterior wall of an existing 
building or structure, and the highest point of either the 
antenna or the support structure does not extend above the 
portion of the wall, including parapet walls and architectural 
façades, that the antenna is mounted on. 

(3) The antenna or equipment shelter is located on the roof of an 
existing building or structure behind a parapet wall or 
architectural façade such that the highest point of the antenna 
or equipment shelter does not protrude above the parapet wall 
or architectural façade. 

c. Antennas and associated support structures proposed to be installed on 
the roof or directly attached to an existing building or structure must 
be fully screened or architecturally integrated into the design of the 
building or structure.  The highest point of the antenna and associated 
support structure must not extend above the portion of the building or 
structure, including parapet walls and architectural facades, that it is 
mounted on and must not protrude more than two feet horizontally 
from such building or structure.  If mounted on the roof of an existing 
building or structure, the highest point of the antenna cannot extend 
above the parapet wall or architectural façade. 

d. Equipment shelters proposed to be installed on the roof of an existing 
or proposed building or structure must be fully screened or 
architecturally integrated into the design of the building or structure 
(e.g., located behind a parapet wall or architectural façade) such that 
the highest point of the equipment shelter does not protrude above 
the parapet wall or architectural façade. 

e. Access to the facility is provided by existing roads or driveways. 
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2. Wireless telecommunication facilities that conform to the following 
development standards may be allowed in all Zoning Districts as identified in 
Part II, Base Districts: 

a. Antennas are limited to panel antennas or omnidirectional antennas. 
Antennas and associated equipment do not exceed a combined volume 
of 1.5 cubic feet. 

b. The antenna is mounted on either: 

(1) A pre-existing operational public utility pole or similar support 
structure (e.g., streetlight standard) which is not being 
considered for removal as determined by the Planning and 
Environmental Review Department; or  

(2) The roof of an existing structure.  

c. No more than three antennas can be located on a single utility pole or 
similar structure.  If at a later date the utility poles are proposed for 
removal as part of the undergrounding of the utility lines, the permit 
for the facilities will be null and void. 

d. The highest point of the antenna either: 

(1) Does not exceed the height of the existing utility pole or 
similar support structure that it is mounted on; or 

(2) In the case of an omnidirectional antenna, the highest point of 
the antenna is no higher than 40 inches above the height of 
the structure at the location where it is mounted. 

e. Radiofrequency transport service systems consisting of more than one 
remote node or small antenna may not be permitted. 

3. Temporary cell-on-wheels communication facilities that conform to the 
following development standards may be allowed in non-residential Zoning 
Districts and are exempt from the provisions of Chapter 17.49 (Design 
Review Permits): 

a. The maximum period of use permitted for a temporary cell-on-wheels 
communication facility cannot exceed 90 days. 

b. The temporary cell-on-wheels communication facility must be 
mounted on a licensed vehicle and/or trailer. 

c. The temporary cell-on-wheels communication facility must be located 
on a paved surface. 
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reasonable provision of wireless communications services or 
signal access; and 

(2) It is not feasible to incorporate additional measures that would 
make the facility not readily visible; and 

(3) The facility has been designed to blend into the surrounding 
built or natural environment to the greatest extent feasible. 

2. The facility is compatible with existing and surrounding development in terms 
of land use and visual and aesthetic character; 

3. The facility complies with all required development standards unless granted a 
specific exemption by the decision-maker as provided in Section 17.42.040. 

4. The applicant has demonstrated that the facility will be operated in a manner 
fully compliant with the applicable rules of the Federal Communications 
Commission, the California Public Utilities Commission, and complies with 
all other applicable laws, and health and safety standards. 

5. If a modification of height, separation, setback, landscaping or other 
requirements of this Chapter is requested, that the proposed modification is 
consistent with the purposes of this Chapter, will be the least intrusive feasible 
means of meeting the provider’s service objectives, is sited and designed 
compatible with the aesthetic character of the surroundings, and is necessary to 
ensure reasonable and effective transmission. 

6. If the facility is a satellite dish or parabolic antenna that exceeds applicable 
width and height standards: 

a. A smaller or different type of facility could not meet the technical 
requirements necessary to provide reasonable signal access; or 

b. The cost of complying with the applicable requirements would exceed 
the cost of the purchase and installation of the facility. 

7. If a facility is proposed to be roof-mounted, that: 

a. The antenna support structure is placed to minimize visual impacts to 
the extent feasible; 

b. The facility is no higher than necessary to ensure reasonable and 
effective transmission and reception of communications; and 

c. The design of the facility and the proposed installation will not 
jeopardize public health and safety. 
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(2) Sample exterior materials and colors; 

(3) Ensure that the proposed installation will be the least intrusive 
means of achieving the provider’s objectives including 
proposed app maintenance of ; 

e. Service area maps, including a map or maps showing the geographic 
area to be served by the facility.  In order to facilitate planning and 
gauge the need for future telecommunication facilities, the Director 
may also require the operator to submit a comprehensive plan of the 
operator’s existing and future facilities that are or may be placed within 
the city limits of Goleta; 

2. Wind load calculations for proposed antenna installations on new monopoles, 
utility poles, or other structures subject to wind loads prepared or approved by 
an engineer registered in California.  The wind load calculations must show, 
to the satisfaction of the decision-maker, that the resulting installation will be 
safe and secure under wind load conditions; 

3. Alternative site analysis including identification of other sites considered that 
would have fewer aesthetic impacts while achieving comparable service and 
capacity objectives and reasons for their exclusion; 

4. Visual analysis and impact demonstrations including mock-ups and/or photo-
simulations, including “before” and “after” views of the proposed facility, 
unless the reviewing department director determines that such simulations are 
not necessary for the application in question. Consideration will be given to 
views from both public areas and private residences; 

5. Radio frequency (RF) exposure studies, including documentation showing the 
specific frequency range that the facility will use upon and throughout 
activation, certification that the facility will continuously comply with FCC 
radio frequency emissions standards contained in FCC Office of Engineering 
and Technology Bulletin 65 utilizing the general population standard, and 
consideration of all co-located radio frequency emitters; 

6. An agreement to pay the reasonable actual cost and a reasonable administrative 
fee for hiring an approved radio frequency or licensed electrical engineer 
specializing in RF studies to peer review the information provided in the 
application ; 

7. An agreement to pay a reasonable one-time or annual fee for any independent 
monitoring that the City requires as a condition of approval of the application; 

8. Title reports identifying legal access; 

9. Security programs; 
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Definitions Related to Signs 
Abandoned Sign.  A sign remaining in place or not maintained for 90 days that does not 
provide direction for, advertise or identify a legally established business, product, or service 
available on the business premise where the sign is located. 

Advertising Statuary. A statue or other three dimensional structure with a minimum 
dimension of at least 6 inches in the form of an object that identifies, advertises, or otherwise 
directs attention to a product or business 

Area Identification Sign.  A permanent sign that identifies a residential area, shopping district, 
industrial district, or any area identifiable area. 

Awning Sign. A sign affixed permanently to the outside surface of an awning.   

Balloon.  An inflatable, airtight bag that can be strung together in multiple numbers to attract 
attention to a business location. A balloon is not within the definition of inflatable sign.  

Banner Sign.  A sign made of fabric or any non-rigid material with no enclosing framework on 
which a message or image is painted or otherwise affixed. 

Bench Sign. A sign painted on or affixed to a bench or similar structure located in or near a 
public right-of-way, park, or other public property.  

Blade Sign. A double-sided sign oriented perpendicular to the building wall on which it is 
mounted. (See Projecting Sign) 

Billboard. A sign used for the purpose of general advertising for hire, that is, some or all of the 
display area is customarily used to display the messages of advertisers or sponsors other than the 
owner of the sign. 

Building Frontage. As used in these regulations, the linear measurement of exterior walls 
enclosing interior spaces that are oriented to and most nearly parallel to public streets, public 
alleys, parking lots, malls or freeways. 
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Building Identification Sign.  A sign that contains no advertising matter other than the name 
and/or trademark and/or address of the building to which it is affixed or of the occupant 
located therein.  

Building Sign.  A sign with a single face of copy that is painted or otherwise marked on or 
attached to the face of a building wall, mansard roof or canopy fascia.  Signs placed on a 
mansard roof are building signs if they do not extend above the roofline or top of the parapet 
of the main building wall to which the mansard roof is attached. 

Bulletin or Special Event Sign.  A changeable copy sign on which bulletins, notices, messages or 
displays are placed. 

Bunting.  A decoration made of fabric, synthetic material, sheet metal, or any thin pliable 
material.  Such material is securely attached to at least two ends of a rigid frame attached to a 
pole or projecting from a building.  

Business Sign.  A sign that directs attention to the principal business, profession or industry 
located on the premises where the sign is displayed, to type of products sold, manufactured or 
assembled, or to services or entertainment offered on such premises. 

Cabinet Sign.  An internally illuminated sign consisting of frame and face(s), with a continuous 
translucent message panel; also referred to as a panel sign. 

Can Sign (Box Sign).  A sign on the outside face of a metal box with or without internal 
illumination. 

Canopy Sign. A sign attached to a fixed overhead shelter used as a roof, which may or may not 
be attached to a building. 

Changeable Copy Sign.  A sign whose informational content can be changed or altered 
manually. Including digitals, or are they in a completely separate category? 

Channel Letters.  Three-dimensional individual letters or figures typically made of formed sheet 
metal, usually with an acrylic face, with an open back or front, illuminated or non-
illuminated, that are affixed to a building or to a freestanding sign structure. 

Channel Letter Sign.  A sign with multiple components, each built in the shape of an individual 
three-dimensional letter or symbol each of which may be independently illuminated, with a 
separate translucent panel over the letter source for each element. 

Civic Organization Sign. A sign which contains the names of, or any other information 
regarding civic, fraternal or religious organizations located within an unincorporated 
community or city, but which contains no other advertising matter. 
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Commercial Complex. A non-residential property occupied by three or more tenants or 
condominium owners who are subject to leases or sales agreements that are individually 
negotiated with the developer or owner of the complex. 

Commercial speech or commercial message: an image on a sign that concerns primarily the 
economic interests of the message sponsor or the viewing audience, or both, or that proposes 
a commercial transaction. Contrast: noncommercial speech or message.  

Consistent. Free from variation or contradiction. 

Construction Sign.  A temporary sign that describes a planned future development project on a 
property in words and/or drawings.  

Copy.  Also called "sign copy",  the visually communicative elements mounted on a sign. 

Digital display. A method of displaying a communicative visual image by use of LEDs (light 
emitting diodes) or their functional equivalent, that allows for the message or image to be 
easily changed, typically by remote control or computer programming. This definition applies 
to signs displaying a series of still images as well as those presenting the appearance of motion.  

Directional Sign.  An on-site sign that directs or guides pedestrian or vehicular traffic and which 
is non-advertising in nature, except for a logo and directional information, (e.g., handicapped 
parking, one-way, exit, and entrance). 

Directory Sign.  A freestanding or wall sign that identifies all businesses and other establishments 
located within a commercial building, a shopping center, an industrial building, or an 
institutional establishment. 

Electronic Message Center Sign.  A sign having the capability of presenting variable message 
displays by projecting an electronically controlled pattern and which can be programmed to 
periodically change the message display.  

Establishment.  Any use of land involving buildings or structures in which human activities 
routinely occur, not including residential (or transient occupancy) uses or uses where human 
presence is not routine (transmission towers, power transformers, automated facilities, etc.)  

Externally Illuminated Sign.  Any sign or a billboard that is lit by a light source that is external 
to the sign directed towards and shining on the face of the sign. 

Fence Sign.  A sign attached to or painted onto any freestanding wall or fence. 

Flag.  A loose fabric or membrane secured to a pole or rod, which flutters and moves with air 
or wind movement. 
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Flashing or Scintillating Sign.  A sign which, by method or manner of illumination, flashes on or 
off, winks or blinks with varying light intensity, shows motion or creates the illusion of 
motion, or revolves to create the illusion of being on or off.  

Freestanding Sign. A sign supported by structures or supports that are placed on, or anchored 
in, the ground and which are structurally independent from any building including 
“monument signs”, “pole signs”, and “ground signs.” 

Freeway-Oriented Sign.  A ground sign that orients primarily to the traveling public using a 
freeway or expressway, and installed for the sole purpose of identifying major business 
locations within certain commercial zoning districts in close proximity to a freeway or 
expressway.  

Fuel Pricing Sign.  A sign that indicates, and limited to, the brand or trade name, method of 
sale, grade designation and price per gallon of gasoline or other motor vehicle fuel offered for 
sale on the business premises, and such other information as may be required by county 
ordinance or state law. 

Ground Sign. A sign that is permanently supported upon the ground by poles or braces and is 
not attached to any building or other structure. These may include freestanding pole signs and 
movement signs. See Freestanding Sign. 

Hanging Sign.  See Shingle Sign.   

Incidental Business Sign.  A business sign that indicates credit cards accepted, trading stamps 
offered, trade affiliations, and similar matters. Content based dfn.  

Illuminated Sign.  A sign with an artificial source of light incorporated internally or externally 
for the purpose of illuminating the sign. 

Inflatable Sign.  A form of inflatable device (e.g., shaped as an animal, blimp, or other object) 
that is displayed, printed, or painted on the surface of an inflatable background, and is 
primarily installed outside a building to attract attention to or to advertise a business, a business 
location, a service, a product, or an event.  

Internally Illuminated Sign. A sign that is illuminated by a light source that is contained inside 
the sign where the message area is luminous, including cabinet signs and channel letter signs. 

Lighted Sign.  A sign that is illuminated by any artificial light source, whether internal, external 
or indirect. 

Mansard Sign.  A sign attached below the deck line or principal roofline of a mansard roof or 
similar roof-like façade that is architecturally comparable to an exterior building wall. 
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Marquee Sign.  A sign that advertises an event, performance, service, seminar, conference, or 
show, and displayed on a permanent roof-like structure or canopy made of rigid materials 
supported by and extending from the facade of a building.  

Monument Sign.  A low-profile freestanding sign erected upon or supported solely by a planter, 
pedestal base, or similar ground structure approximately the same dimension as the height of 
the sign and which is designed to incorporate the architectural theme and building material of 
the building on the premises.  

Moving Sign.  A sign or any portion thereof that rotates, moves, or appears to move in some 
manner by mechanical, electrical, natural, or other means. 

Neon Sign. A sign comprised partially or entirely of exposed small diameter tubing that is 
internally illuminated by neon, argon or other electrically charged gas. 

Non-Commercial Message.  A message or image on a sign that directs public attention to or 
advocates an idea or issue of public interest or concern that does not serve to advertise or 
promote any business, product, activity, service, interest, or entertainment.  

Off-Site Directional Sign.  A sign that offers directional information to a business, location or 
place located in an area different from where the sign is located. 

Painted Sign.  A sign that is painted directly on any exterior building wall, window, fence or 
structure and may or may not include commercial message. 

Pennant.  A device made of flexible materials, (e.g., cloth, paper, or plastic) that may or may 
not contain copy, and which is installed for the purpose of attracting attention.  

Pole Sign.  A freestanding sign supported by one or more poles that are permanently attached 
directly into or upon the ground.  

Portable Sign.  A freestanding sign that is not permanently affixed, anchored or secured to 
either the ground or a structure on the property it occupies 

Projecting Sign. A double-faced sign, the sign surface of which is not parallel to the face of the 
supporting wall and which is supported wholly by the wall. This definition includes V- or 
wing-type signs. 

Readerboard. A sign structure or mounting device on which at least a portion of the display 
face may be used for changeable copy that may be either non-commercial or commercial, 
electronic or manual.  



GOLETA ZONING REGULATIONS Module 3 (August 4, 2014) 

   V-8

Real Estate Sign.  A temporary sign that advertises the sale, lease or rental of the property on 
which the sign is located but not including signs on establishments offering transient 
occupancy such as hotels, motels, and inns. 

Revolving Sign.  A sign or any portion thereof, which rotates, moves or appears to move in 
some manner by mechanical, electrical, natural or other means. 

Roof Sign.  A sign erected, constructed, and attached to and/or maintained upon or above any 
roof or portion of a roof of any building, including a mansard roof. For the purposes of this 
definition, a mansard roof is any roof or parapet wall with roofing material for siding that 
slopes from 30 degrees to 90 degrees and does not have a ridgeline. 

Shingle Sign. A sign that hangs from a canopy or awning or from the roof of an arcade or 
passageway. 

Shopping Center Sign.  A sign that identifies the name of a shopping center development and 
may or may not include the names of some or all of the tenants of that development.  

Sign Face. An exterior display surface of a sign including non-structural trim exclusive of the 
supporting structure. The area of a sign which is available for mounting and public display of 
the visually communicative image.  

Sign Spandrel.  Sign or group of signs located between or extending from the supporting 
columns of a canopy structure. 

Subdivision Entry Sign.  A temporary sign which provides necessary travel directions to and 
within a subdivision offered for sale or lease for the first time, but which contains no other 
advertising matter.  

Tenant Sign.  A sign that identifies each tenant within a multi-tenant development. 

Traffic Sign.  A sign for traffic direction, warning, and roadway identification. 

Under-Canopy or Under-Marquee Sign. See Shingle Sign. 

Vehicle Display Sign.  A sign mounted, attached, affixed or painted upon any surface of a motor 
vehicle, trailer or similar conveyance parked on public or private property for the purpose of 
advertising a business or a business location. 

Wall Sign (Wall-Mounted Sign).  A sign affixed to and wholly supported by a building in such a 
manner that its exposed face is approximately parallel to the plane of such building and is not 
projecting more than 18 inches from the building face or from a permanent roofed structure 
projecting there from. 
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Window Sign.   A temporary or permanent sign with a single face of copy that is painted or 
installed on a glass window or door or located within 12 inches from inside the window in a 
manner that it can be viewed from the exterior of a structure. 
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Definitions Related to Telecommunications 
Antenna.  Any system of wires, poles, rods, horizontal or vertical elements, panel, reflecting 
discs, or similar devices used for the transmission and/or reception of electromagnetic waves. 

Antenna Array. Antennas having active elements extending in more than one direction, and 
directional antennas mounted upon and rotated through a vertical mast or tower 
interconnecting the beam and antenna support, all of which elements are deemed to be part of 
the antenna. 

Antenna Structure.  An antenna array and its associated support structure, such as a pole, mast, 
or tower but not including a suspended wire antenna that is used for the purpose of 
transmission and reception of electromagnetic signals such as radio waves and microwaves. 

1. Antenna structure, freestanding. An antenna structure or mast designed and 
primarily used to support one or more antennas that is not attached to any part 
of a building, fence, or other such structure. Freestanding antenna structures 
include lattice towers, wooden utility poles, and monopoles. If the total height 
of the structure, including the antenna, is at least 17 feet high, it is treated as a 
monopole.  

2. Antenna structure, monopole. An antenna structure, often tubular in shape, 
usually made of metal, reinforced concrete, or wood, which is at least 17 feet 
in height and is constructed without guy wires and ground anchors. A 
monopole may also be an alternative antenna structure that is designed to 
replicate a tree or other natural feature.  

Cell-On-Wheels (“Cow”) Telecommunication Facility. A mobile cell site that consists of a cell 
antenna tower and electronic radio transceiver equipment on a truck or trailer, designed to be 
part of a cellular network. 

Co-Location. The location of two or more wireless communications facilities owned or used by 
more than one public or private entity on a single support structure or otherwise sharing a 
common location. Co-location also includes the location of wireless communications facilities 
with other facilities such as buildings, water tanks, light standards, and other utility facilities 
and structures. 
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Mast.  A pole of wood or metal or a tower fabricated of metal that is used to support an 
antenna and maintain it at the proper elevation. 

Microcell Facility. A wireless communication facility serving a single carrier that is typically 
located on a small diameter monopole; on an existing or replacement street light, power pole, 
sign or other suitable structure; or on an existing building consisting of an antenna no larger 
than four feet in height or, if tubular, no more than six feet long and four inches in diameter 
comprised of a networked set of antennas that are connected with each other and to a wireless 
service source, such that a one or more high-power antennas that serve a given area are 
replaced by a group of lower-power antennas to serve the same geographic area.  

Radio Frequency Transport Service System. A network or system of wireless communication 
facilities designed and intended to provide radiofrequency transport services to wireless carriers 
consisting of a central hub and system of fiber optic cables connecting remote nodes and small 
antennae attached to utility poles and similar structures. 

Satellite Dish. A device (also known as a parabolic antenna) incorporating a reflective surface 
that is solid, open or mesh or bar configured and is in the shape of a shallow dish, cone, horn 
cornucopia or flat plate that is used to receive or transmit radio or electromagnetic waves 
between terrestrially and/or orbitally based units.  This term includes satellite earth stations, 
satellite receivers, satellite discs, direct broadcast systems, television reception only systems and 
satellite microwave antennas.  

Stealth, Camouflage, Or Camouflage Facility. A wireless communication facility in which the 
antenna, and sometimes the support equipment, are hidden from view in a faux tree, 
monument, cupola, or other concealing structure which either mimics, or which also serves 
as, a natural or architectural feature. 

Substantially Visible.  An object that is identifiable as a wireless telecommunications facility 
when viewed with the naked eye from a public right-of-way or neighboring property. This 
does not include structures and natural features that would normally occur within the setting 
of the object and are used to camouflage or otherwise minimize the visual impact of a 
telecommunication facility. 

Support Equipment.  The physical, electrical and/or electronic equipment included within a 
telecom facility used to house, power, transport and/or process signals from or to the facility’s 
antenna or antennas. 

Telecommunication Facility.  A facility that transmits and/or receives wireless radio signals or 
electromagnetic waves, including but not limited to directional, omni-directional and 
parabolic antennas, structures or towers to support receiving and/or transmitting devices, 
supporting equipment and structures, and the land or structure on which they are all situated, 
for communication purposes including data transfer.  It includes antennas, microwave dishes, 
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horns, and other types of equipment for the transmission or reception of such signals; 
telecommunication towers or similar structures supporting said equipment; equipment 
buildings; parking areas and other accessory development.  It does not include facilities staffed 
with other than occasional maintenance and installation personnel or broadcast studios, or 
mobile transmitting devices, such as vehicle or hand held radios/telephones and their 
associated transmitting antennas. 

Telecommunication Facility, Co-Located. A telecommunication facility comprised of a single 
telecommunications pole, tower or building supporting one or more antennas, dishes, or 
similar devices owned or used by more than one public or private entity. 

Telecommunication Facility, Commercial. A telecommunications facility that is operated by a 
business for commercial gain. 

Telecommunication Facility, Height.  The distance from the natural, undisturbed ground surface 
below the center of the base of said tower to the top of the tower itself, or, if higher, the tip 
of the highest antenna or piece of equipment attached to the tower. In the case of an antenna 
or antenna support structure mounted on a building or structure, the height of the antenna 
and/or antenna support structure includes the height of the portion of the building on which 
it is mounted. 

Telecommunication Facility, Multiple Users.  A telecommunications facility comprised of multiple 
telecommunication towers or buildings supporting one or more antennas owned or used by 
more than one public or private entity. 

Telecommunication Facility, Non-Commercial.  A telecommunication facility that is operated by a 
resident or group of residents for their personal use and not for individual gain such as receive-
only radio and television antennas. 

Telecommunication Facility Operator. Any person, firm, corporation, company, or other entity 
that directly or indirectly owns, leases, runs, manages, or otherwise controls a telecom facility 
or facilities within the City. 

Telecommunication Facility, Tenant Improvement.  A wireless telecommunication facility where 
the transmission facility and the associated antennas are (1) entirely enclosed within an existing 
building including architectural projections, or (2) located on the roof of an existing building 
or structure, or (3) the antenna is located on the exterior wall of a building or structure, and 
the general public does not have access to the facility.  Tenant improvements do not include 
antennas that are mounted on utility poles or similar structures. 

Telecommunication Site, Co-Located.  Any site where more than one antenna support structure is 
installed in close proximity to another on one parcel. 
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Tower, Lattice.  A multiple sided open metal frame support structure that supports antennas and 
related equipment, typically with three or four support legs. 

Ultra High Frequency (UHF). Electromagnetic waves with frequencies between 300 MHz and 3 
GHz (3000 MHz). 

Very High Frequency (VHF). Electromagnetic waves with frequencies between 30 MHz to 300 
MHz. 

Whip Antenna. An antenna consisting of a single straight flexible wire or rod the bottom end 
of which is connected to a receiver or transmitter. 

Wireless Telecommunications Facility (WTF). Personal wireless service facilities as defined by the 
federal Telecommunications Act of 1996, as amended, including, but not limited to, facilities 
that transmit and/or receive electromagnetic signals for cellular radio telephone service, 
personal communications services, enhanced specialized mobile services, paging systems, and 
related technologies. Such facilities include antennas, microwave dishes, parabolic antennas, 
and all other types of equipment used in the transmission or reception of such signals; 
telecommunication towers or similar structures supporting said equipment; associated 
equipment cabinets and/or buildings; and all other accessory development used for the 
provision of personal wireless services. These facilities do not include radio towers, television 
towers, and government-operated public safety networks. 
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