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United Presbyterian Church

525 East Front Street Plainfield, NJ 07060908 7562666 http://www.upcplainfield.org/

Where God is exalted, Everyone matters, and You belong!

Worship Services: Sunday 11:00 am & Thursday 7pm April 2022 Newsletter
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Many Christians have spent the previous four weeks observing Lent, a profoundly reflective period in the
liturgical calendar. Lenten activities compel us to examine ourselves in the shadow and light of the Cross of
Calvary. The characteristics and qualities we discover during Lent often make us uncomfortable and call us
to repent.

The process begins on Ash Wednesday, the first day of Lent, when we consciously and openly acknowledge
our mortality and God's grace and mercy expressed in the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ. We
spend more sustained time during Lent than any other period in the year assessing our spiritual health in

the light of God's word. We pray, read Scripture, and meditate on God's word multiple times daily.

Lent constrains us to intentionally yield to examination by the Holy Spirit. We face and reckon with things
about ourselves that we do not like. We question our motives and often do not like the answers. So, we ask
God to help us become more Christlike and more effective disciples and ambassadors for Christ.

During Lent, we discover some beliefs and practices we hold are not supported by Scripture and hinder us
from spreading the gospel's good news. Those things need to change. But change is difficult, especially when
the required change challenges assumptions deeply rooted in tradition or doctrine. Nevertheless, we have
confidence that with God's help, we can change.

Lent is sobering, although enlightening. Easter is uplifting and optimistic. It exudes hopefulness and re-
minds us that because Jesus is the resurrection, our sins are forgiven. Therefore, we are free to walk in the
newness of life.

Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah! The empty tomb comforts, emboldens, encourages, and reminds the world
that all things are possible with the Creator 6 the One who has power over life and death.

The citation from John 11:25 is an excerpt from a conversation between Jesus and Martha. In the passage,
the Savior assures Martha and us that those who abide in Him never die. The referenced passage clearly
refers to the bodily resurrection from the dead. However, Jesus' claim that He is the resurrection also im-
plies that Jesus makes regeneration possible in every area of life.

What a spectacular reality! Jesus makes reconciliation between God and humanity possible, guaranteeing
perpetual fellowship with God to all who believe He is the resurrection. Philippians 4:13 teaches the resur-
rection means because Christ lives, those who abide in Him can do all things.

The living Savior makes it possible to heal fractured relationships, experience joy, and find peace in trying
and uncertain times. The resurrection makes self -love, self-forgiveness, and forgiveness of others possible.
The love of God revealed in Christ, and the power of Jesus' resurrection makes peace with the past possible
and creates optimism about the future.

Glory to God in the highest and peace and goodwill to all.

Happy Easter!
Pastor Allegra
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Sunday Worship (Traditional)

Pastor Allegra Hoots
11:00am
In the Sanctuary & Via YouTube*

Contemporary Worship Service
7:00pm
Via YouTube*

(For Lenten services and events, refer to the right
of this page)

Sunday School
¢, In Person Meetings

~ ' Sundays fi 10:00am
~ Theme ~

¢ a
~n !!fects of the Resurrection

I'—' owing Resurrected Jesus

In John 21:2 -24

r TaCG ] G'ratltUd Pentecost fi Acts1 & 2

Adult Education

Sundays i 10:00-11:00am
in the Lind Room

Lenten Studies and Events
ends on Easter Sunday

Early morning devotional
Daily 6:006:15am
Prayer and Readings: Mon-Sat, 1212:30pm
Lenten Study: Daily, 7:088:00pm
The daily devotionaldLent in Plain Sight 6
Author: Jill J. Duffield
Will be used for the 4@day journey through Lent.
Fasting Fridays: Fri 6:00pm- Sat 6:00am

Upcoming Events

See calendars for more activities and events

April
Date Time Event
9 10:00am  Administrative Meeting
10 PALM SUNDAY
14 MAUNDY THURSDAY
15 GOOD FRIDAY/ EASTER CONCERT
16 Easter Egg Hunt
17 EASTER SUNDAY
20 7:30pm  Session Meeting

May

Date Time Event

4 National Day of Prayer

8 Mot her 6s Day
14 10:00am  Administrative Meeting
18 7:30pm  Session Meeting
25 Ascension of the Lord
29 Intercultural Church Sunday
30 Memorial Day

FOR VIRTUAL EVENTS:

TO CONNECT BY COMPUTER OR TELEPHONE,

http://www.upcplainfield.org/
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Administration Committee, Acting Chair

Keep in prayer the
people of Ukraine and those
who are and who will suffer

from these and similar
conflicts.
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Easter Egg Hunt
Easter Bunny, Games And Food

United Presbyterian Church
525 East Front Street
Plainfield NJ 07060

Saturday April 16, 2022
10:30AM | Noon

Parking In Back Of Church
Look For Balloons
Sign In Inside

For More Information Call
908 -7/56 -2666
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