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OUTREACH
Habitat for Humanity – Rock the Block
We received the following Thank-you from Jen Kephart:
THANK YOU for your help and support with Rock the Block in Five Points, Fairfield Township on April
13, 2019! We hope to see you again soon and celebrate!
On April 13, 2019, here is what we accomplished together!
· (21) families in the Five Points neighborhood of Fairfield Township served as event hosts and
received minor exterior home repairs, landscaping supplies, and debris removal
· (33) crew teams
· (75) event crew leaders, floaters, and drivers
· (339) volunteers, 2,034 hours served = $48,918 value of volunteer time contributed
· (25) blocks
· (47) fire hydrants repainted
· Special thanks to Fairfield Township, Lawn Life, and the Habitat truck teams for a record
breaking debris removal for a RTB neighborhood clean-up event!
· (12) pickup trucks in rotation during the event to support debris removal and supply
deliveries
· (17) dumpster loads and brush removal, totaling 550 cubic yards, weighing
approximately 110 TONS of debris removed! 110 tons is the equivalent of 9 school
buses!
· (350) tires removed in total! (216) during RTB – thank you Discount Tire (100% of
removal costs donated) and Fairfield Township; AND (134) additional tires removed
during the post event clean up – thank you to Firestone Tire (100% of removal costs
donated).
· Light breakfast provided by the HOPE Coalition that served over 500 guests during the kickoff
event
· (7) church partners, including: Disciples Christian Church, Iglesia De Dios Princeton Pike West,
Lighthouse Church, Tuley Road Pentecostal Church of God, Pater Worship Center, Tylersville
Worship Center, and North Fairfield Baptist Church
· (50+) Community, service, and business partners, including: Fairfield Township (all
departments – amazing!), Butler County, Fire Corps, Lawn Life, SELF, Crawford Woods
Elementary – Hamilton City Schools, WingStop, Pepsico, IEL Integrity, General Electric Credit
Union, Dumpsters.com, Fairfield Community Foundation, Cincinnati ToolBank, Keep

·
·
·

Cincinnati Beautiful, HOPE Coalition, Boys & Girls Club, 17Strong, Hamilton – Love Your Block
team, Envision Partnerships, Healthy Hamilton, Fairfield ReStore, Sherwin Williams, Discount
Tire, La Terza, The Home Depot, #3861, Habitat Young Professionals, Collective Visions,
Stantec, Delta Epsilon, Miami University Habitat Campus Chapter, Mount St. Joseph
University Habitat Campus Chapter, University of Cincinnati Habitat Campus Chapter, Ball
State Alumni, Cincinnati Hokies, US Bank, Miami University Hamilton, Paycor, Phi Sigma Pi,
Edge Teen Center, Lincoln Heights Missionary Baptist Church, TriHealth, Ohio National, P&G
Hispanic Affinity Group, Rose Hill Funeral Home, Living Hope, Fury Baseball, State Farm, DJ
Dailey and the Dailey family, Habitat staff & AmeriCorps, and more! Incredible community
support! Thank you!
(900) bottles of water donated by Pepsico!
(500) lunches sponsored by North Fairfield Baptist Church and Thrivent, prepared and
distributed by the Disciples Christian Church, Fire Corps, and the Fairfield Township team
Crew Leader lunch provided by WingStop!

All of the families served during Rock the Block share their thanks to all involved!
Here are a few comments from the families we partnered with:
· “Things went real well. I appreciate it, they did a phenomenal job.”
· “It was phenomenal and amazing.”
· “They helped me so much. They did more in one day than I could have done in 6 months. They
were some of the nicest people I've ever met. They even gave me a free lunch! …they
motivated me to get some things done. Now, I am just so happy man, everything that is just
falling into place."
· “Everything looks really nice and they did a great job. Really kind good people. They really
seemed into what they were doing. Tell them that coming from an old woman’s heart, thank
you and I hope you can help others the way you helped me."
· "The volunteers were fantastic and all worked very hard."
· "Thank you to the volunteers. Thank you for sharing time that you don’t' have to. Your work is
bringing up the neighborhood. We are so grateful for the help. It was a wonderful event."
· "I just could not believe what they accomplished in one day. I'm so thankful. They did a great
job."
· “They did a good job. They really took care of my yard. I had fun. My grandson loved the
volunteers.” … they made him feel special, and has asked to see them again.
· “I feel so blessed to of had the opportunity to receive help from you all. Everyone was so
kind.”
· "You have given hope, faith, and love to the people up here."
Outstanding job! YOU ROCK! Thank you so much!!!
Yours in service,
Jen
I’d also like to add my thanks to Terry and his crew (Todd, Dean and Dave A.) for the work they did
outside the church (the landscaping looks great!), and all those from DCC who participated in the
making 515 lunches! Great job everyone! Diane

Toiletry Pantry
Our next Toiletry Pantry will be Wednesday, May 1 from 5:00-6:30. Please arrive around
4:45 if you are helping. Just a reminder – we are starting to keep track of volunteer hours to
assist in writing future grant proposals – time spent shopping, setting up and taking down the
pantry, and volunteering during the pantry should be reported to Bonnie.

Chosen
Meals will be served at Chosen on May 8th and 9th. See Sign-up Sheets on the board.
Grant Awarded
A few months ago we applied for a grant from Fairfield Women to help support the Toiletry
Ministry. That grant was approved! We will be receiving $500 from this organization!

EDUCATION & FELLOWSHIP
Sharing Groups
We are in the process of Claiming God’s Vision
for the life and ministry of this congregation. At
this point in our journey together, we need
YOUR input. All members and friends of our
congregation are invited to join a Sharing
Group to help us look at where we are now. It is important that as many people as possible
become involved in one of these groups!
The Sharing groups will be made up of up to ten people - hopefully, of persons in the
congregation who do not know each other as well as they know other members of the
congregation. The groups will be asked to meet three times with each meeting lasting
approximately one hour. These meetings have a strong purpose for the future to not only
hear your answers, but to foster relationships as well.
We have selected different times and days during the week to accommodate the schedules
of as many people as possible. The available days and times are as follows:
Sunday, May 5, 12, & 19 - 9:30 a.m.
Monday, May 6, 13, & 20 - 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, May 7, 14 & 21 - 1:30 p.m.
The dates and times are listed on the white board in the hallway. Please sign up for one of
the groups to participate in our visioning process.
Easter Breakfast
Disciples Christian Church celebrated Easter Sunday and the resurrection of Jesus Christ
with services and a wonderful fellowship Easter Breakfast. A special thanks to the Men’s
Group and Fellowship for serving a delicious breakfast Easter morning!

New Member
We welcome Tim Christianson who joined our congregation on April 28th.
Tim started worshiping with us last November. Welcome Tim!
Please add Tim to your directory:
Christianson, Timothy
194 Westbrook Dr. Apt 12
Hamilton, OH 45013
513-255-031
tchristianson58@gmail.com

Men’s Group
We didn't have a men's group meeting in the month of April due to the Test Prep Program.
However, many of the men were involved with this program along with many of the women in
the congregation. We would especially like to thank Terry white for organizing, coordinating
this event as well as all the preparations. We want to thank everyone who participated in any
part of making this event the success it was. There was almost 3 times more as many sign
up this year compared to last year and 75% of those signed up attended. Another event in
April was the Rock the Block that took place on April 13th, with participation from both the
men and women of the congregation. Finally, one other event that the Men's Group
sponsored was the Easter Sunday breakfast and the Men's Group would also like to thank
our Honorary Men's Group Members - Phyllis and Lori for all their work.
As you can see, April was a very busy month, especially given it was during the month of
Lent in preparation of the celebration and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. The Men's
Group would like to thank Pastor Bonnie for all her work on the movement series sermon, as
well as Maundy Thursday and the Stations on Good Friday.
We are looking to do an outing for all of the men to attend the major league soccer team,
FCC game to be played at UC Nippert Stadium (date to be determined). Come join us for a
time of fun and fellowship. If you are interested, please let John or Terry know, so that we
can plan appropriately.
We will be meeting with the men from the Kemper Road Disciples of Christ in the summer.
They would like to talk with us about our group and how we got our group up and running
and how things have gone since we began and also what we are currently involved in.
We will be working on a Box Fan Ministry this month in preparation for summer. We are
working on all the details and a fundraiser to pay for the fans. We'd like you to be a fan of the
Are You Cool? Group. We will be working with the Township as well as other organizations to
identify individuals that have a true need for a fan. We will have certain criteria such as to
look for and we will look to serve the elderly and those with medical reasons first. Please let
John or Terry know if you would like to contribute – Thank You!!!
We want to say Happy Mothers for Mother's Day, May 12th, if you are a female and have
nurtured a young life, whether one of yours or others - we want to celebrate your importance
in the lives of youth.
Our next meeting is Tuesday - May 14th at 7 PM @ DCC. Please join us!!! You'll find it's a fun
time of fellowship. If you’re a man and a man of God - You need to be there.
Blessings to all!
Next meeting will be May 14th at 7 PM at DCC.
The Men’s Group

Man Of God

Care Ministry
We Belong to Each Other
“One of the scribes asked him,
‘Which is the first of all the
commandments?’ Jesus replied,
‘The first is this: Hear O Israel! The
Lord our God is Lord alone! You
shall love the Lord your God with all
your heart, with all your soul, with all
your mind, and with all your
strength.’ The second is this: ‘You
shall love your neighbor as
yourself.'”
—Mark 12:28-31
Art by Sister Renee Yann

This passage from Mark’s Gospel reminds us of a simple, yet sometimes difficult, truth: we
must show love to others with the same dedication we offer to God. There’s not a hierarchy
of love in God’s eyes, and, in the Gospel, Jesus praises the scribe who interprets this
command correctly. So we love our neighbor, all of our neighbors, and in doing so we show
love to God.
In a world that continues to crack under the weight of prejudice and violence, when love and
kindness seem to be in short supply and fear of those we consider “other” keeps us from
forming meaningful bonds, adopting a posture of love can seem like a radical feat. Yet, it is
what is asked of us.
We are called to “return to the Lord,” the prophet Hosea says, but how can we make a return
to each other? The season of Lent provides us the opportunity to wrestle with this question. It
may lead us to spaces that are uncomfortable or that challenge us to step
outside the boundaries we set for ourselves. Yet, this message, this
command, is at the heart of what Mercy has taught me. We may not always
get it right, but we are challenged to try because at the very core of what we
know to be true, we belong to each other.

WORSHIP
Worship Leader Schedule
May 5
12
19
26

Cindy Williams
Terry White
Pete Ayers
Jan Richards

680-5767
829-5690
777-8530
777-7436

June 2
9
16
23
30

Jeri Pendergest
Terrie Cox
Claudette Thomas
Diane Kinner
Jana Mullins

608-5859
319-8673
894.6140
317-3474
288-0308

Good Friday
A special multisensory walk through service was held at Disciples Christian Church on Good
Friday. Participants read and studied at their own pace as they recalled the nailing of Jesus
to the cross and its significance for believers. The Good Friday presentation was held from
1:00 - 3:00 in the church sanctuary. A wonderful experience of prayer and reflection of the
crucifixion. Prayers and blessings to all.

“Seven Last Words” Good Friday Reflections
Below is a link to the District 12 Good Friday Service.
https://compassc.org/2019/04/19/7-last-words-good-friday-reflections/

Graduation Sunday
Graduation Sunday is May 26. If you have a graduate you would like us to honor, please let
Jan know by Sunday, May 19.
(Note – Memorial Sunday has been moved to later in the year.)

PASTOR’S PONDERINGS
Bonnie’s been hard at work applying for an additional grant for the Toiletry Ministry and
prepping for the upcoming sharing groups. No Pastor’s Ponderings this month – look for an
article next month!

MISCELLANEOUS NEWS
Congregational Meeting
A Congregational Meeting has been called for Sunday, June 9 after worship. At that time, we
will elect officers for the 2019-2020 year.
April 2019 Financial Report
Simplified Report – Pretty much the same as last month – we’re a little over budget because
of Property expenses (we had the AC system evaluated and purchased a stair rail) and
Utilities. This should be our last month for large propane bills, and we’re getting close to
having the planned repair work on the church completed.
Checking Account Balance at 4/30/2019: $6,047.26
Investment Account Balance (DCEF): $288,033.74
April Income (Offerings): $5,268.59 actual, $6,667.20 adjusted
April Expenses/Outreach: $8,654.83 actual, $8,317.83 adjusted
* Adjusted takes into consideration early offerings and the amount from investments in the
budget and pro-rates these throughout the year. For expenses the insurance cost expense
is pro-rated throughout the year and unusual, unplanned expenses may be excluded as
noted below. This provides a better month - to - month picture of how we're doing than the
actual numbers. Excluded expenses include $570 in camp fees since those aren’t part of the
budget.
Trustee Report
The Frank Niesen Company came this month to evaluate our AC systems. Based on this,
we believe our current systems are working well and we do not plan to replace them at this
time. If you recall, last August we had problems. That may have been because of the unit in
the basement being off due to remodeling, or we could have had a clogged filter in the
upstairs unit. We’re going to get both units thoroughly cleaned and serviced and we should
be good to go. We are also planning to keep a more consistent temperature on the units (i.e.
we won’t allow the building to get too warm during the summer.) There is one caveat to this
– the type of coolant we use in our units (R-22 Freon) will not be available after 2019 due to
EPA regulations. If we were to get a leak after this year we’d need to purchase a new unit
since the new type of refrigerant (R410-A) can’t be mixed with the old. Hopefully this won’t
happen for many years.
The Trustees also worked on building usage policies. In a nutshell, our building will be
available for use by members, or by Relatives/Friends/Organizations of members when that
member will be present and responsible. We will also allow use of the building for non-

members for funerals, weddings and other events of a “religious” nature at the minister’s
discretion. If a Charity or non-profit wants to use the building for and event it will be at the
minister’s discretion. If an organization wants to use the space, perhaps on an ongoing
basis, it will be evaluated by the Trustees and Minister. We will not allow non-members to
use the building for parties, etc. This is mostly because we would have no one available to
monitor the event. In all cases, we have contracts to be signed to confirm dates and times
and usage expectations. If you want to use the building for an event, please see Bonnie, or
is she’s not available, the Congregational President. A copy of the guidelines is posted on
the bulletin board.
Called Spring Regional Assembly 2019
Gender Road Christian Church
5336 Gender Rd.
Canal Winchester, OH 43110

May 11th ~ 9am – 4pm
Lunch Included
Join us for a Called Regional Assembly on May 11th at Gender Road Christian Church. The
Regional Transition Team (RTT) will be presenting your thoughts, ideas, and concerns. We
will also have the honor of our General Minister and President, Rev. Terri Hord Owens being
present at the Assembly and speaking to us as a Regional Church.
It will be a time where we will covenant with God and one another to follow God's call, as
one Regional Church, toward a future that will no doubt be different. Come and renew your
hearts and refresh your spirits as we have a lot to celebrate!
The registration form is attached to this email, and can also be found on our website along
with online registration.

We hope to see YOU there!
A Message from John Pendergest
So, we have celebrated Easter Sunday -the resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Lent is over, so it's time to break out the potato chips and all the chocolate and sweets that
we gave up for lent.
Well, we could get back in to our old routine, but there is another option. Rather than get
back into our old ways and stay stationary, we could stay in motion like the sermons that
Bonnie shared on movement during the Lenten season. Movement toward God and building
a stronger relationship with Him. Movement in growing spiritually and growing in our love for
God with all of our heart, mind and soul.

Now I'm not saying that we can't partake of some of the items that we gave up for lent, but
when you compare that to what Jesus gave up for us, it pales in comparison. I've always said
that Christmas should not be a day, nor should Easter be a day. They, as many of the other
religious feasts should be lived the whole year through and given the same attention and
respect. Perhaps if we did that, we would not need sermons on moving because our life and
our year would be constant in motion, moving us closer to God.
So, my challenge to you is as I had challenged you at the beginning of the year, to not just
make a resolution and let it fall to the wayside, but to continually pray every day throughout
the year. As all that God wants from us is to have a relationship with us. It's pretty amazing
that after everything that God has given us all He asks of us is to be in relationship with Him
and it's also amazing that after what Jesus did for us on the cross, all that He asks of us is
that when we partake in His gifts, that we do it, in remembrance of Him. God is the greatest
example of giving, forgiving and love. My challenge is for all of us to try to continue to move
toward becoming more and more like Christ and God our Father.
O my Jesus, transform us into yourself, for You can do all things.
Amen!!!
Blessings!
John Pendergest
Commissioned Minister/Pastor

BIRTHDAYS
May
Nancy Ayers
Will Bennett
Frankie Ittel
Claudette Thomas
Margaret Adamson

7
11
18
23
27

June
Lois Johnson
Terry White
David Goodwin
Dave Adamson
Cody Vangen
Payton Creech
Shirley Grathwohl

5
6
10
12
17
20
22

PRAYER REQUESTS
Linda Ashbrook, John Pendergest, Will Bennett, David Goodwin, Marie Garrnett, Pam
Vangen, Jess (staying with Logan & Emily), Lila (Friend of the Richards’), Victor (Baughman’s Son-in- Law), Maria
(John Pendergest’s Niece), Family of Ryan Logan (wife co-worker of Cindy Williams), Raymond Browning Jr.
(Bonnie’s Father), Sandy Adamson (D. Adamson’s Sister-in-Law), Employees of closing Lifeway
Christian Bookstores, Selah and Josiah who were born at 29 weeks. Josiah passed and
Selah is still critical.

MAY CALENDAR
May
May

1
5

May
May
May

6
7
8

May 9
May 12
May
May
May
May

13
14
14
19

May 20
May 21
May 26
May 28
May 30
June 2
June 9

5:00 pm Toiletry Pantry (arrive at 4:45)
9:30 am Sunday Sharing Group – Week 1
10:45 am Worship
6:30 pm Monday Sharing Group – Week 1
1:30 pm Tuesday Sharing Group – Week 1
4:00 pm Rock the Block Debrief/Celebration
5:30 pm Serve at Chosen
5:30 pm Serve at Chosen
9:30 am Sunday Sharing Group – Week 2
10:45 am Worship – Mothers Day
6:30 pm Monday Sharing Group – Week 2
1:30 pm Tuesday Sharing Group – Week 2
7:00 pm Men’s Group Meeting
9:30 am Sunday Sharing Group – Week 3
10:45 am Worship
3:00 pm Piano Recital (Xiaoming’s Students)
6:30 pm Monday Sharing Group – Week 3
1:30 pm Tuesday Sharing Group – Week 3
10:45 am Worship
6:30 pm Elders Meeting
10:00 am Newsletter Deadline
10:45 am Worship Service – Baby Dedication
10:45 am Worship Sevice – Pentecost
11:45 am Congregtional Meeting
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