St. Nicodemus
July 14th
Saint Nicodemus of the Holy Mountain was born on the
Greek island of Naxos in the year 1748, and was named
Nicholas at Baptism. At the age of twenty-six, he arrived on
Mount Athos and received the monastic tonsure in the Dionysiou monastery with the name Nicodemus. As his first obedience, Nicodemus served as his monastery’s secretary. Two
years after his entry into the Dionysiou monastery, the Metropolitan of Corinth,arrived there, and he assigned the young
monk to edit the manuscript of the PHILOKALIA, which he
found in 1777 at the Vatopedi monastery. Editing this book
was the beginning of many years of literary work by St Nicodemus. The young monk soon moved to the Pantokrator
skete, where he was under obedience to the Elder Arsenius of the Peloponnesos, under whose guidance he zealously studied Holy Scripture and the works of the Holy Fathers. According to the testimony of his contemporaries, he possessed remarkable mental abilities: he knew the Holy Scriptures by heart, remembering even the chapter,
verse and page, and he could even recite long passages from the writings of the Holy Fathers from memory. In
1783 St. Nicodemus was tonsured to the Great Schema, and he lived in complete silence for six years. When St
Macarius of Corinth next visited Athos, he gave the obedience of editing of the writings of St. Symeon the New
Theologian to St. Nicodemus, who gave up his ascetic silence and occupied himself once more with literary work.
From that time until his death he continued zealously to toil in this endeavor. Not long before his repose, Father
Nicodemus, worn out by his literary work and ascetic efforts, went to live at the skete of the iconographers. They
helped in the publication of his works, since he was hindered by his infirmity. There St. Nicodemus peacefully fell
asleep in the Lord on July 14, 1809.

