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October
Meetings

QOV Presentations / Quilt Shows

October
Board Meeting Thursday, October 5, 6 pm
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
Monthly Meetings, Thursday, October 12,
10am and 7 pm Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
Program: Gregg Colson, Guild Co-VP, will talk
about E.Q. DesignSoftware. He will show us quilts
he has made using the software and demonstrate
how it is used. In addition, Pre-Raffle Quilt winner
will be announced at evening meeting.

Our Quilt Show October 12-13, 2018
Quilts of the Valley — Seasonal Inspirations
Sept. 29-Oct. 1, 2017
Asheville Quilt Show All Things Bright & Beautiful
WNC Agricultural Center/Davis Event Center Pavilion
1301 Fanning Road, Fletcher
October 12 , 2017 High Country Quilt Guild Show
First Baptist Church of Maggie Valley
3654 Soco Road, Maggie Valley

Every Thursday Morning, 9:30—Noon Sit ‘n Sew,
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church — an informal session to work on personal projects or to just connect
with us, followed by lunch out.

Oct. 12-14, 2017 Quilt & Fiber Arts Show
Cabarrus Quilters Guild
4751 Highway 49 North
Concord, NC
www.cabarrusquiltersguild.org

Mission Day October 14, 9-5 Work on a QOV, or
bring your own projects and a lunch if you want to
spend the entire day with us. Or stay as long as you
can. We have everything you need to help with this
worthy project, kits, machines, thread, etc.

October 13-14, 2017
Foothills Quilters Guild Biennial Quilt Fest
Cleveland County Arts Council
111 S Washington St., Shelby
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November 4, 2017 30th Annual Quilt Workshop
Brushy Mountain Quilters Guild
Hiddenite Arts & Heritage Center
8:30—5 pm $75 (includes lunch)
Registration required: https://www.facebook.com/
BrushyMountainQuiltersGuild/?
ref=aymt_homepage_panel
Nov. 10-11, 2017
Randolph Quilters Guild Symmetry Quilt Show
347 W Salisbury Street, Asheboro
randolphquiltersguild@gmail.com
Other quilt shows on our website, and https://
quiltersresources.com/ or https://www.quiltinghub.com/
Events
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October Birthdays

Catawba Valley Quilters Guild
P.O. Box 352
Hickory, North Carolina 28603

Officers
Day
President Barbara Mahnke

Vice
Presidents

Secretary

Night

barbarabmahnke@
gmail.com
294.4123

Terrie Townsend
tltsews@embarq mail.com
or terrie@ billsewing.com
cell 443-9284

Lynda Benfield
lyndabenfield@live.com
754-3393

Gregg Colson
gregg.colson@charter.net
(615) 828-9343

Peggy Poe
ppoe547@gmail.com
396-3732

Gigi Miller
gigim@charter.net
234-9170

Joy Mease

Anne Starnes

joymease224@hotmail.com annestarnes@yahoo.com
465-6624
322-7308

Treasurer Teena McRary teenamc@embarqmail.com 396-7100
Membersat-Large

Debra Rubin
debra.rubin@gmail.com
(336) 314.5906

Jessica Starost
jstarost@hotmail.com
(502) 387-7755

3

Jennifer Kay

7

Joyce Pearce, Martha Ross

7

Martha Ross

8

Susan McGowen, Jean Stewart

9

Kathryn Hodges

10

Doreen Haywood

11

Jessica Starost

12

Paula Kuhn

13

Joan Cole

14

Deb Bowman, Carol Robinson, Libby Sigmon

17

Janice Hutchison

20

Karen Bronson

22

Barbara Huggins

24

Lynda Benfield, Janet Graham

25

Judi Eller, Teena McRary, Sarah Price

28

Shirley Moore

29

Dianne Johnston

Catawba Valley Quilters Guild
Treasurer’s Report
2017 August 31

Membership — Barbara Phillips 308.7607 bphillips284@
charter.net
Newsletter — Diana Weber 495.9389 gmadidi7@gmail.com

Newsletter deadline: fourth Monday of prior month
Webmistress — Amanda Truett c: 803.528.6304
artsoul85@juno.com
Meetings held second Thursdays 10 am and 7 pm at Holy Trinity
Lutheran Church, 547 6th Street NW, Hickory, NC.

Balance 8/1/2017
Receipts
Small Raffle Quilt
Vendors (Quilt Show)

New Member
Welcome to our newest member:
Debbie Swartzel (Richard)
3170 Laurel Ridge Rd NW 28601
(704) 564-1766 cell

Directory Change
Ann Lutz has a new phone number: 828.855.1924
Please note of these additions/changes in your directory.

$ 18,712.88

$ 81.00
720.00

Total Receipts

$ 801.00

Expenses
Program & mileage

$ 342.80

QOV Sandwich Bd

74.89

Gift Certificate—
Challenge

25.00

Program Dinnere

25.61

Batting Sunshine Quilt
Total Expenses
Balance 8/31/2017

142.17
$ 610.47
$ 18,903.41
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Minutes Evening Meeting
September 14, 2017
Call to Order
Vice-President Gigi Miller called the meeting to order at 7:05
pm and thanked everyone for attending. There were 28 members present, and 12 visitors, Janet Hunt, Joan Williford, Debbie
Smith, Alice Engstrom, Donna Sallstrom, Patricia Cone, Melinda
Roe, Laura Heisler, Laura Page, Ann Fitzsimmons, Eileen Orlowski, and Susan Starnes, including five members from the
Burke Quilters Guild, and six quilters from Boone who gave
members 20% discount coupons for the Sew Original store in
Boone.
Approval of Minutes
Minutes from the August meeting were printed in the September newsletter. With no changes or corrections stated, the
minutes were approved by majority vote.
Treasurer’s Report
Gigi reported for Teena McRary, saying that as of September
7 the guild’s bank balance was $18,903.41.
Sunshine & Shadow
•

Melissa Shaw’s sister Susan’s husband died unexpectedly
last week.

•

Peggy Bowman is on the mend following a car accident.

•

Teena McRary is recovering well from her surgery.
Announcements

The next Mission Day will be on Saturday, September 23.
Old Business

Susan Fontyn, Mary Bucy, Jan Hutchinson and Gere Helton
recently cleaned out the guild library. Gigi thanked them for
their efforts. Susan said they worked on the check-out and
check-in procedure, and reviewed the system. All books in the
library cabinet are now alphabetized by the author’s last name.
Three different lists of books are available inside the library
doors. (The list categorized by “subject” is in the back of the
member handbook.) In the future, Gigi said they will recommend some good websites and/or resources outside of the
library.
The guild received a thank you note from the Child Advocacy
Center. Mary Long and Barbara Mahnke attended their recent
volunteer appreciation luncheon; their organization was very
appreciative of the quilts CVQG members are donating. Mary
said their leaders will now attend the guild’s joint meeting in
December instead of both October meetings, as was previously
announced.
New Business
Gigi said most of the 2018 programs are set, and they plan
to bring in two “top shelf” artists next year, for the morning

and evening programs, plus other artists and guild members
sharing their expertise on various topics. In March, one of the
two 2018 quilt show judges will present a program on what
they are looking for as judges, etc.
Kay Dwyer updated members on the 2018 Quilt Show, saying there will be a major “kick-off” at the January meetings. She
thanked everyone for selling tickets for the “pre-raffle quilt,”
noting all tickets were sold. The judging committee met with
the two judges, and they will provide the quilt categories to
members soon. The “2018 raffle quilt” is beautiful, and the
prize ribbons are nearly completed. There are nine paid vendors, and they hope to have at least 15. If anyone knows of a
batting vendor, please let Kay, Teena or Reba know.
Kathleen Sigmon and Karen Berlin co-chair the 2018 Raffle
Quilt Committee. Kathleen thanked everyone for selling their
“pre-raffle quilt” tickets, collected outstanding ticket money,
and said $1,615 was raised as of this morning. She thanked Kay
Dwyer for making the quilt, Linda Nichols for quilting it, and
Debbie Abernethy for providing the raffle tickets. The winning
ticket will be drawn during the evening meeting in October.
Kathleen said many hands helped create the stunning “2018
raffle quilt” in various ways, which Gregg Colson designed and
Rebecca Mullins is now quilting. It will be presented to members at the October meetings, and members will receive their
raffle tickets to sell. The winning ticket will be drawn on the last
day of the quilt show.
Last Saturday, Amanda Truett and other guild members presented 14 Quilts of Valor to veterans of the Vietnam War at the
Traveling Vietnam Wall in Conover. Gigi directed members to
the Facebook page for a ceremony video.
Drawings
Attendance – Susan Fontyn / Nametag – Mary Long
Service Projects
Preemie Quilts – Maxx Zyph (3)
Child Advocacy Center Sunshine Quilts – Mary Whipkey (1),
Joan Cole (4)
Pillowcases – none
Quilts of Valor – Lennie Sever (1)
Show & Tell
Mary Whipkey – 1 log cabin quilt
Jessica Starost – 1 doll quilt
Cindy Konarski – 1 quilt
Charlotte Hyde – 1 hand-quilted quilt
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Minutes Morning Meeting
September 14, 2017
The meeting was called to order by President Barbara Mahnke at 10 am. There were 46 people in attendance including visitors Debbie Swartzel and Dana
Lowry. Debbie joined the guild.
Minutes
There is one correction. Under the Show and Tell
portion of the minutes, it was Debbie Annas who
showed prayer shawls she had made for her church.
After that correction, the minutes were approved.
Treasurer's Report
Teena McRary was present and doing well after her
recent surgery. Treasury balance is $18,903.41.
Treasurer's report was approved.
From our mailbox
All About Fabrics in Williamson SC is having a public
sale September 7 through September 9.
The Historical Association meeting is scheduled for
August 12.
We received a thank you note from Children's Advocacy for the quilts the guild members made and donated to them.
Sunshine and Shadows
• Karen Berlin was happy to have her daughter, sonin-law and grandchild in Hickory; they evacuated to
her house due to Hurricane Irma.
• Dawn Barbersek's mother had knee surgery and is
doing okay but her father is now having multiple health problems.
• Elle Clemons has a new granddaughter. Her family now has a 6 generation history of a 30-year gap
between mother and new daughter.
• Debbie Rubin's youngest son is getting married
July 7, 2018. All wedding festivities are in Delaware.
Remember that September 14 is National Prayer Day.
Old Business
Susan Fontyn is our new librarian and is ably assisted by Mary Bucy, Gere Helton and Jan Hutchison. Susan briefly explained the process of checking out and
returning library books. Barbara Mahnke added that
we hoped to expand the inventory and to use the
newsletter to publicize other sources of quilting information such as videos and websites. Please share any
useful resources you know.
Gigi Miller, co-vice-president of the night group, presented a proposal for future programming. Programs
would be a mixture of high-recognition speakers, local
professional quilters and guild members.
Peggy Poe reported that our guild presented Quilts
of Valor to 14 local Vietnam War veterans during the
recent Vietnam War Traveling Memorial in Conover
NC.
Our next Quilt of Valor Mission Day is September 23,
2017.
2018 Quilt Show Update
Kay Dwyer reported on the 2018 Quilt Show. Libby
Sigmon, Joyce Pearce and Lynda Benfield are working

on the judging committee. There will be a January 2018
kick-off meeting for the show. Gigi noted that one of the
judges will give a presentation at the March 2018 meeting
on what judges look for quilt show entries. Our vendor
committee has 9 signed contracts and 5 verbal commitments from vendors; the committee is now looking for a
batting vendor.
Karen Berlin updated us on the pre-raffle quilt fundraiser. Guild members have individually sold tickets and some
then teamed up to sell tickets at the Hickory Legion Fair
from August 30-September 4. There were good sales on
the 30th. The fair was rained out on August 31 and September 1 but the September 2 teams sold out all the tickets before the end of the night. We have raised over
$1,500 in ticket sales.
Barbara Mahnke asked guild members to encourage
friends who want to enter a quilt in the 2018 show to join
the guild now so that they can also participate in preparing
and working the show.
New Business
Chris Appenzeller, a guild member who recently moved
here from Houston, told the group of the Neighbor to
Neighbor Quilts program which is being led by the Quilt
Guild of Greater Houston. See
http://www.qgghouston.orgfor detailed information on this
effort. There is also a need for blankets (pillow case size)
with batting for rescued cats and dogs. Chris will gladly
ship donated items to the Houston guild for distribution.
Drawings
Pat Sain won for attendance. Martha Batchelor won for
handcrafted name tag.
Service Projects
Preemies Dianne Black: 3. Susan Fontyn: 1. Dawn Barbersek: 1
Sunshine Karen Berlin: a quilt for the Children’s Advocacy
Center
Quilts of Valor Karen Berlin: a QOV for her uncle who
was in the Marine Corps; his service is mentioned in Matterhorn: A Novel of the Vietnam War by Karl Marlantes.
Rosalyn Gardner: a QOV made entirely from scraps left
over after each QOV Mission Day.
Show and Tell
• Kay Dwyer, 2 totes.
• Lavina Smith, who traveled from her new home in
Winston-Salem to be with us: wall hangings she created from multiple zippers.
• Peggy Barton: pillows she made for her grandson and
her granddaughter.
• Candi Gordon: an Ellie the Elephant quilt. Dianne
Black: a baptism quilt
• Doreen Haywood: a large quilt that grew as she kept
adding blocks to it.
• Debbie Swartzel: a quilt she made for a Mooresville
women's group that will be auctioning it as a fund raiser.
• Peggy Poe: a quilted wall hanging which gives the
name, date of birth and other vital statistics for her
(Continued on page 5)
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•

new great niece.
Connie Bumgarner: a Star Wars quilt as well as a
quilt that has been in progress for over 4 decades
with encouragement from guild charter member Barbara Huggins and inspiration from Georgia Bonesteel.

Program
Roxane Lessa of Raleigh, creates fine textile art from
the craft of quilting. She defines an art quilt as anything
you don't put on your bed and created specifically for
visual enjoyment. Her Powerpoint showed the progress
of several art quilts from the picture that inspired them
through the steps of choosing colors and evaluating
composition. She also presented multiple art quilts she
has made throughout her career. She suggested Color
Works, by Deb Menz and the website
www.superiorthreads.com for information about needles,
threads and sewing machine tension. She is not a fan of
rayon thread; if you want a shiny thread, use polyester
thread instead. Her website is www.roxanelessa.com.
She can be contacted by email atroxane@roxanelessa.com or by phone at (919) 602-2260.
Respectfully submitted,
Joy Mease

Quilt Show

News

We are just about one year away from our 2018 Quilt
Show! Most exciting for us all!
Lots of work has already been completed as we continue to prepare for our show, with a focus on priorities such
as ticket sales for our 2017 quilt and completion of our
2018 raffle quilt! Our judges have also been secured with
active work on categories and opportunities for improvements. Ribbons have been designed and are almost completed. We have secured about 15 vendor contracts and
have a few outstanding opportunities we are currently
exploring. We recently held our third quarterly meeting of
the Quilt Show Chairs/Co Chairs and will be having another meeting early November. All members are welcome
to attend as these meetings are open to everyone. We
have a solid foundation of work completed to move us
forward with priority activities required for our successful
Quilt Show in 2018!
At our January guild meeting we will be having an official 2018 Quilt Show Kick-off Event. We will have prizes
and games as we share "Need to Know" information and
"Opportunity Activities" we will need your help with. I also
encourage you to reach out to me at any time with ideas,
suggestions and, yes, criticism, as I appreciate every opportunity to make us all successful!
Sure do hope you will be at the October guild meeting!

WANTED

Kay Dwyer needs the following
items for Lily Boutique gifts for
our Quilt Show. Please &
Thanks!
• Your empty Halloween Candy Bags! Any size or any
kind of a candy bag. Needs
to be cut open from the end!
• Also, 7 to 10 inch zippers of
any color or age

The drawing for the winner of the 2017 raffle quilt will
take place at the evening October meeting! Reminder to
turn in all your ticket sales monies and unsold tickets to
Karen Berlin or Kathleen Sigmon if you have not already
done so. Just wait until you see the 2018 Raffle Quilt! Truly an amazing work of art! Rebecca Mullins has done an
outstanding job quilting the 2018 raffle quilt! Thank you
big time Rebecca for donating your time and talents! We
are grateful to each of you who shared the work of this
masterpiece. Please reach out and thank Kathleen Sigmon and Karen Berlin for chairing the Raffle Quilt Committee, Gregg Colson for the pattern design, and Rebecca
Mullins for donating her skilled quilting talents! We would
have never completed the 2018 Raffle Quilt without the
expertise and dedication of all the individuals who served
on this committee or helped in a variety of ways! Gratitude to Debbie Abernethy, Chris Appenzeller, Lynda Benfield, Karen Berlin, Wanda Bombyk, Barbara Davis, Candi
Gordon, Sherry Huffman, Barbara Huggins, Janice
Hutchinson, Dianne Johnston, Susan Leithiser, Ann Lutz,
Barbara Mahnke, Teena McRary, Rebecca Mullins, Joyce
Pearce, Martha Pendasulo, Peggy Poe, Janice Setzler,
Lennie Stewart, Kathleen Sigmon, Libby Sigmon, and
Gregg Colson.
Remember to turn in all your 2017 raffle ticket stubs
and monies! Looking forward to revealing the lucky winner of the 2017 raffle quilt at the October guild meeting!
Kay Dwyer
2018 Quilt Show Chair
734-660-7950
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(Evening Minutes continued from page 3)

Catawba Valley Quilters Guild
2018 Challenge

Program
Roxane Lessa of Raleigh, NC presented the program, “What
Every Art Quilter Needs to Know.” She discussed her methods
and ways to make a quilt interesting, and shared her quilts and
techniques. Members were invited to join her e-mail list and
follow her blog. She shared examples from her “Posh Pets Portrait Class” and offered to teach the class for guild members.

The Log Cabin Quilt had its first heyday in the late
1860s, after the Civil War, and has been one of the
most popular and most recognized quilt patterns for
generations. It has always been a favorite for its versatility. We have seen many beautiful examples of
this pattern within our own guild.

Roxane said the three most common problems quilters have
are how to get started, the lack of value/contrast to create
interest, and forgetting to evaluate your composition from a
distance. She discussed each problem in detail, showing quilt
examples. One suggestion she had for evaluating fabric values
was to photograph the fabrics, or the quilt, in black and white,
which makes values much easier to judge. Visit her website
www.RoxaneLessa.com for additional information, and/or follow her blog.

The 2018 challenge for quilters in the CVQG is to
create a quilt of any size, from doll crib to king size,
with the log cabin design as its principal theme. It can
be simple or complex, traditional or modern, wonky
or perfectly symmetric. It can be basic log cabin,
courthouse steps, or any variation you can dream up!

Gigi thanked Roxane for presenting the program, and the
meeting adjourned at 8:35 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Anne Starnes

Catawba Valley Quilters Guild
P.O. Box 352
Hickory, NC 28603
www.catawbavalleyquiltersguild.com

The judging for this contest will be at the joint
morning and night time groups meeting in June,
2018, and the top three winners will receive a prize.

As always, it will be a real treat to see what the talented quilt artists of our guild create for this challenge.

