Beth Parks collected crab claws, scallop shells and other material from her beach and transformed them into elegant Christmas ornaments.
(MEWS Photos by Karen Paminville)

H OLIDAY

Shells give Christmas tree a taste of the sea

TIREASURE

f the Little Mermaid had a Christmas tree, it
would look exactly like the one HL up in Beth
Parks" Down East home (oday, Cast in
shades of silver and gold, scallop shells, sea
urching, crab claws, coral and seawesd dan-
gle from the branches of a tree that looks 25
if it were swept [rom Uhe ocean [oor
While walking her dog along the shore, Parks col-
loeted malerial that washed up on the beach. She
took it home, washed i, dried it in & microwave
oven and spray painted it in pegal colors.
In'stanl grandeur,
“4 fot of people look around them and see things
as mundane," said Parks, who is a wildhife b!nhglat
and educator at the University of Maine Cooperative
Extension Service. I see the beauty,”
It's an inspired lesson for the holiday season: to
come geross dross and dreck and see sflver amd

gobd.

Think of Charlle Brown's tree.

Think of a little drummer boy,

Think of swaddling clothes and a manger of hay.

Beth Parks will laugh if vou talk about he ele-
gance of her vision. Shi's probably laughing as she
reads this. She's no artist, she says. She's not even a

Beth Parks, a whdlife biologist and educator st the University of Maine Cooperative Extension Sarvice, sees craftspersan. She's nol clever thal way, She likes to

baauty in things tossad up by the saa. watch the seals and [owes and ospreys and eagles
wha imar her house. She's a scientist, for good-
THESs

Her excuse for doing the decoralive project?
“I'm cheap,” Parks said. 1 had a lot of gifts to
give. People really enjoy these things™

S0 she made hundrods. Sent them 1o friends in
Japan. Gave them as gifts. And she invited us to
comme see her tree,

This i what she sabd: Maybe there's a kid out
there who would lke to do something like this,
Maybe it would be a good family project, And,
please make sure peaple know to do this ina well-
vemtilated place.

Here's what we think: Parks jsn't really cheap.
She's wealthy,

In the spirit of the season, we say follow Parks'
example, Look for the simple treasures. Look [ar
ways to make life sparkle. Seek out riches in some-
thing other than the gifts under the tree.

Hey, vou might even take & walk along the beach,
Or around your nelghbortvood — whirever it is. And
think of treasures born of this day.

Biologist
finds riches
along coast
of Maine




