When looking at this story, 


we can try to pull out all kinds of rules for life 



that would give us moral guidelines to live by.  


Those would hold water, 



as long as we were focused on the moment 



and not looking at the long term consequences.  

I listened to a few sermons on this text this week 


and heard some of these moral guidelines promoted 


and then quickly washed away by the next sermon.

For example, 


one that was particularly powerful when I first heard it was, SLIDE
“Abram never prayed 


to ask God if he should go to Egypt.”  

In every other case in our story, 


Abram is hearing from God where to go.  



Egypt is not the land of Canaan, 




so he should not have gone there.  

The next sermon countered this point 


by highlighting that we are only getting the parts 



where Abram hears from God.  

The text does not explicitly say, 


“Abram did not pray.”  


Nor is it a Jonah moment 



where God says go to Ninivah, 




and he goes thousands of miles in the opposite direction.  

In verse 1 of chapter 12, 


God says, SLIDE


“Leave your country, 



your people 



and your father’s household 




and go to the land I will show you.”  


He left all three things and went.  

Yahweh did not say, 


“Stay, 


live, 


set up camp 



and never leave the land I will show you.”  SLIDE
Many of us have gone to Disneyland.  


None of us have been able to live in Disneyland.  

Those pushing an “Abram is doing the best he could” point of view 


point out that there was a famine in the land.  

Abram does what Jacob will later do during a famine.  


Look to Egypt for refuge.  

Yet this is quickly counterpointed 


that the whole reason that Israel is the promised land 


as opposed to the lands of Egypt or Ur, 



is that survival there 




is completely dependent on the will of God.  SLIDE
The other two lands have mighty rivers 


that allow for irrigation 



with the Nile in Egypt 



and Tigris and Euphrates in Ur.  


But Canaan can have one hillside blooming 


and the other barren, 



depending on how the rain comes.  

So does Abram trust God to bless him or not 


could be a point of this sermon.  

We would quickly have to conclude 


that Abram does not ever trust God right away.

We see this obviously SLIDE

in lying about who Sarai is 



when they get to Egypt.  

Again, 


we can argue that she actually is his sister.  


That there was a common occurrence 



of calling someone we are close to our sister.  

Yet we are clearly doing a disservice to Sarai 


and marriage in general 



if we let them off this easy.  

For the covenant of marriage 


was a higher calling of commitment to each other.   

Sarai carries some of the blame for agreeing to the plan, 


but Abram was bringing it into play for his benefit, 



not hers.

Some would want to paint Pharaoh as the bad guy SLIDE

causing all the problems in this story.  

He is the one who admires beauty 


and will covet Sarai.   

That is not giving Pharaoh a chance to show his true character 


and assuming he will do that.  

Now he does take Sarai into his harem, 


because she is not married 


and he treats Abram very well 



because he is her brother.  

But we do not know about this particular Pharaoh's heart.  


What we should see about him 



is that he was ready and willing to respond to God.  


When a great plague comes upon him and his people, 



he somehow discovers the source, 


that he has married a married woman unknowingly 



and quickly remedies the situation.  

This Pharaoh does not have a hard heart.

So if we can't nail down anything really firm 


about what God would want us to do in this situation, 



why do we have the story?  

We have this story because it is like Jesus' parables.  SLIDE

We are supposed to live in the story, 



see all the angles, 


and then draw our conclusions.  

No matter how right or wrong we are, 


there are consequences. 

The pattern of the father 


is repeated by his children.  

So the question is, 


is it a good pattern 



or does it need to be broken?  

Every time from here on out, 


when there is a famine in Israel, 



eyes turn to Egypt for help



not necessarily God.  

Abram leaves the land blessed with more than he came in with.  SLIDE

Which in chapter 16, 



we realize includes a maidservant named Hagar, 




from Egypt.  


A few things happen because of that.  

The blessings and wealth of Abram have grown so big, 


that Abram and Lot have to separate.  

All of these things happen SLIDE

and it is hard to draw a line on what is good 


and what is bad 



when we look at the bigger picture.  

The reason it is hard 


is because of that pesky line from Romans 8:28, SLIDE
“And we know that in all things 

God works for the good of those who love him, 



who have been called according to his purpose.”  

Paul lays it out there in the New Testament, 


but it was true in the Old Testament as well.  

Remember Abram's commission last week, SLIDE

“I will bless those who bless you, 


and whoever curses you 



I will curse; 




and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”  

The Pharaoh Khufu 

or Cheops to the Greeks 


was blessed by God 



through the interaction of Abram. 


Khufu built the great Pyramid of Giza 



and had a fairly long reign as Pharaoh.  

So God blessed him 


and obviously spoke to him about Sarai.  

Lot is blessed to the point 


that as we will hear next week, 



he needs to separate 



because the households are too large to be in the same area.

There may be a part of you that is asking, SLIDE

is this fair?  

Look at what Abram did!  


He had his wife pretend to be just his sister, 


lied to Pharaoh about her, 


brought a plague upon the innocent 



and unsuspecting people of Egypt.  

All because Abram has a get out of jail free card 


that God will bless those who bless him 


and curse those who curse him.  
I sometimes,


 when trying to dabble in moral superiority over Abram, 



try to highlight all the reasons he does not deserve any of this.  


Pharaoh and many others 



should have killed Abram on the spot for lying, 



for causing them to possibly commit adultery, 



for leaving his family, 




and the list will grow as the story goes on.  SLIDE
But I dare not stay on this moral high ground for too long, 


because Abram is us.  

He does not deserve what he is receiving 


and neither do we.  

We do all kinds of stupid, 


untrusting of God to provide like he promised things, 



all of the time.  

There are consequences for doing them, 


but in the bigger picture, 

God takes all of our mistakes 

and all of our attempts at goodness, 


and still works them out for God's glory.  

He does this, SLIDE

because his promises 


are bigger than our weaknesses.  

Even with Abram, 


the good news of the gospel was at work.  

It was not because of Abram's work, 

his righteousness, 


that God was blessing him 


and the blessing the world through him.  

It was because God had promised 


or covenanted to do so.  

Abram will hopefully give God the respect 


and credit he deserves 



more and more over time, 


but it is clear in this particular episode, 



that is not in the forefront of Abram's mind.  

From our moral high ground, 


we could point out a 100 things Abram could have done 



to be more faithful to God.  

But it is not Abram's faithfulness 


that determines how God cares and blesses Abram.  


It is God's promise to him.

The same is true for us.  


As we prepare our hearts for a time of communion, 



you are not invited to this table 


because of how good or bad you have been.  

You are invited here 


because God promised all those who know him 


and call upon his name, 



that they were invited to his great feast.  

That they would receive his body and blood 


so that they could be strengthened and forgiven.  

Until Jesus returns, 


we are continually going to fall short of God's calling for us in our lives. 

That will never stop God 


from keeping his promises to us as he did to Abram, 



even as he wandered to a land he was not directed to go, 



asks Sarai to pretend she was not his wife, 



watched plagues fall upon the people 




who were providing the food and water for him and his household 





to survive a famine.  

God was going to bless the world through Abram 


whether Abram cooperated or not.

He will do the same with us.  


As with Abram, 



so with us.  

The more we cooperate, 


the easier things will go 


and the yield will be higher 



the more we fall into God's calling.  

But when we are struggling, 


God does not have to stop the blessing or care of us, 

because it is not our work that matters, 


it is God's promises.
10 Now there was a famine in the land, and Abram went down to Egypt to live there for a while because the famine was severe. 11 As he was about to enter Egypt, he said to his wife Sarai, “I know what a beautiful woman you are. 12 When the Egyptians see you, they will say, ‘This is his wife.’ Then they will kill me but will let you live. 13 Say you are my sister, so that I will be treated well for your sake and my life will be spared because of you.” 
14 When Abram came to Egypt, the Egyptians saw that she was a very beautiful woman. 15 And when Pharaoh’s officials saw her, they praised her to Pharaoh, and she was taken into his palace. 16 He treated Abram well for her sake, and Abram acquired sheep and cattle, male and female donkeys, menservants and maidservants, and camels. 
17 But the Lord inflicted serious diseases on Pharaoh and his household because of Abram’s wife Sarai. 18 So Pharaoh summoned Abram. “What have you done to me?” he said. “Why didn’t you tell me she was your wife? 19 Why did you say, ‘She is my sister,’ so that I took her to be my wife? Now then, here is your wife. Take her and go!” 20 Then Pharaoh gave orders about Abram to his men, and they sent him on his way, with his wife and everything he had. 

